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PREFACE 

The primary purpose of this publication was to edit, with 
translation and necessary notes, the incantation texts inscribed 
on bowls from Nippur, now in the possession of the Museum. 
But it soon became apparent that full account should be made 
of all other published texts of like character, both for my own 
advantage in securing a larger material for collation and also 
for the convenience of scholars by presenting in one work a 
survey of a rather remote and scattered field, in which many 
have labored but none has attempted a treatment of the sub- 
ject at large. I have accordingly not only given a description 
of all the earlier material but also collated it as fully as possible 
both in the Glossaries and in the references of Introduction 
and Commentary. The Introduction, thus extended beyond 
the field of the Nippur texts, has grown to still greater dimen- 
sions with the enlarging perception of the intimate relations 
between the bowl-inscriptions and the broad fields of ancient 
magical literature. Previous editors, working before the pres- 
ent great development of the study of magic, had taken little 
notice of these connections with a wider world. Analogies 
with the Talmud and possible connections with the Kabbalis- 
tic lore had been pointed out, but the bowls still remained 
without definite place or links in the general field of ancient 
magic. Withal the relations of Jewish magic to the larger 
whole have not yet been ascertained. 

But within the last few decades an immense advance has 
been made in our knowledge of ancient magic and of its prime 
importance as a study in the history of mankind- The chief 
(7) 


8 


UNIVERSITY MUSEUM. 


BABYLONIAN SECTION. 


stimulus to this has come, first, from the anthropologists and 
the students of comparative religion, who have taught us not 
to i " m0 st primitive or most degraded mamfestaUons 
of the human spirit. Then there have been the rapid stnd 
in the advance of Egyptology and Assyriology where at every 
step the student faces the problem of the identities and diffe- 
rs of magic and religion. Further, the classical philologists 
have at last condescended to examine the vulgar magical record 
in the Greek and Latin tongues, and have found mi mteres- 
in them as revealing how the ancient man ’ 

andwiser men as well, actually talked and thought, m modes 
different from the traditional standards of the classical crnliza- 
Of this large increase in material and understanding 
L. fortunately ,U. «, 

of the discovery of innumerable clues proving that the bowl- 
maric is in part the lineal descendant of the old Babylonian 
sorcery while at the same time— and this is the moie impoi 
tant because a less expected discovery - it takes its place m 
that great field of Hellenistic magic which pervaded the whole 
o^the western world at the beginning of the Christian era. 
My chief contribution to the study has been in these two direc 
tions the relations with the cuneiform religious texts and th 
Greek magical papyri. The writer’s knowledge of Egypri^ 
magic was wholly at second hand, and m any case that eai her 
influence was mediated to this special field through Hellenism. 

The Christian Syrian literature is shown to have Vs dose com 

nections, being thoroughly infused, as was the early 
magical ideas. Magic within Judaism has been the subject 
of capital monographs by competent Jewish scholars, an 
t v, t Lection 1 have not been able to do much more than to 
" pr "heir results, except so far as to show the absolute 
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community of ideas and terms and practice between Jewish 
and Gentile sorcery. It remains a subject for an interesting 
investigation to discover just what Judaism gave to, and what 
it received from, the Hellenistic magic, but probably a hope- 
less study, for, as someone has remarked, in the history of magic 
we must pursue not the genealogical but the analogical method. 
As a result of these comparisons, the conclusion must be drawn, as 
indicated in § 15 of the Introduction, that the magic of the bowls, 
and in a general way, all Jewish magic, has come out of the crucible 
of the Graeco-Roman world, which, on account of its dominating 
civilization, we call Hellenistic; it is not Jewish but eclectic. 

However, with this broadening of the scope of the work, 
it has been the fixed purpose not to attempt any general study 
of magic; this would have been but to confuse my work and 
cloud my results. With a single eye, the facts of the texts 
have been illustrated in as objective a way as possible from the 
phenomena of locally inherited and contemporaneous magic, 
with the intent of establishing the immediate bonds of connec- 
tion. My work would be a contribution from a very small 
and limited field to the study of magical thought and practice 
within a definite age and region. At least there has come to 
the writer the satisfaction of finding a place for the membra 
disjecta of these out-of-the-way texts in the huge colossus of 
that system of magic which was once almost the actual religion 
of our western civilization. 

If I appear to have gone into much detail in the treatment 
of these non-literary texts, I trust that the results will justify 
my undertaking; the expansion of the work has proceeded 
naturally and subtly much beyond the editor’s desire and 
convenience. From the philological point of view these vulgar 
inscriptions are of as much interest to the Semitist as are the 
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magical papyri to the classicist. Careful study shows that, 
with the exception of intentionally unintelligible passages, 
mystic phrases and the like, the words and the syntax of the 
texts are the autograph representatives of the language of their 
writers. Three different Aramaic dialects, each with its own 
script, and one script a peculiar variety of the Edessene, are 
offered in the bowls from Nippur, and thej^ are of importance 
as original documents of the dialectic forms of the speech of 
Babylonia about the eve of the rise of Islam. Other original 
monuments are well-nigh lacking for this field; we are confined 
almost ‘ entirely to the school-literatures of religious sects, of 
the Jews, Christian Syrians and Mandaeans, whose books are 
preserved mostly in late manuscripts. The Jewish magical 
literature is all documentarily late or uncertain as to age, and 
our texts have a historical worth as almpst the earliest records 
in that line which can be exactly dated. Further, the obscure 
and crabbed condition of the texts compelled an exact philo- 
logical examination in order to test hypotheses of interpreta- 
tion. And as to matters beyond philology, it will not, I hope, 
be set down to wilful acriby if I have attempted to w r ork out 
very small clues. In such work as this there is no immediate 
compensation on the surface, and it is only hy following out 
the fine tendrils of connection that results worth while can 
be obtained. The writer’s experience in his study is well, 
expressed by some words of Professor Deissmann: “ It may be 
that hundreds of stones, tiresomely repeating the same monoto- 
nous formula, have only the value of a single authority, yet in 
their totality, these epigraphic results furnish us with plenty 
of material — only one should not expect too much of them, 
or too little” ( Bible Studies, 82). 

In regard to the representation of the texts it might have 
been technically more correct to present them in their several 
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scripts. But apart from the difficulty of procuring two of 
these types in American printing houses and compositors who 
could set them, it must be patent that the general convenience 
is far better subserved by presenting the texts in the well-known 
Hebrew character, while those who desire the original scripts 
can satisfy themselves with the facsimiles published in the 
second volume. The peculiar Mandaic relative particle is 
represented, according to convention, by the diacritical ~\' ; but 
I have departed from the usual custom of editing Mandaic texts 
by representing the pronominal suffix in -h by H and have 
used n for the radical H or TV, which two sounds fall together 
in the dialect. In the Glossaries words containing this common 
character are arranged according to its etymological distinction 
as H or Pi. In the transliterations inferior points indicate 
doubtful readings, superior points are used for the diacritical 
marks of the Syriac texts. The numbered lines of the texts 
represent the spiral lines, taken as beginning from the radius 
where the inscription begins. 

The Prefatory Note to the Plates describes how the fac- 
similes were made. I have to express my deep obligation to 
my friend and colleague, the Rev. Dr. R. Iv. Yerkes, for his 
careful reading of the volume in proof. 

James A. Montgomery. 

The University- Museum, February 2, 1912. 





I. SURVEY OF THE MATERIAL 


§ i.. The Material in the Museum 

The University Museum contains a large number of inscribed 
earthenware bowls found at Nippur belonging to the category of the 
so-called “Incantation Bowls.” These vessels are generally of the 
size and shape of a modern porridge-bowl, except that in most cases 
the bowl is somewhat cone-shaped, so that when set down it balances itself 
in a state of unstable equilibrium. Some few have the boss expanded into 
a rim, thus giving a flat surface at the bottom of the bowl. The most 
common size is of about 16 cm. diameter at top, by 5 cm. full depth. There 
is one large bowl, 28 x 16 cm. 1 * * * * 

The bowls are made of a good clay, and are wheel-turned and kiln- 
dried; they have no surface, slip or glazing of any kind. 8 They were a 
domestic ware, intended for foods, and in no way differ from the simple 
vessels which to this day are made in the Orient for household use. 

The bowls in the Museum were excavated at Nippur, in Babylonia, by 
the University of Pennsylvania Expedition ; so far as I know, they are 
finds of the first two campaigns, conducted by Professor Peters in the 
years 1888, 1889. According to Peters 1 account,’ these bowls were found 
on the top, or in the first strata of the mounds, in several places. They 
appear generally to have been discovered in the ruins of houses, amidst 
what Peters suggests were Jewish settlements; the whole surface of one 
hill, he says “was covered with a Jewish settlement, the houses of which 
were built of mud-brick, and in almost every house we found one. or more, 

1 Many such large specimens are in the British Museum and at Constantinople. 

1 I am indebted to Mr. D. Randall-MacTver, late of the Museum, for the 

characterization of the pottery. 

5 See his Nippur, the Index to which, sub “Jewish incantation bowls” gives the 

references. 
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Jewish incantation bowls.” 4 At least in one case bowls were found in 

connection with a cemetery; “we found ourselves in a graveyard 

It was interesting to find, between one and two metres below the surface, 
in the immediate neighborhood of slipper-shaped coffins, inscribed Hebrew 
bowls." 5 As for the chronological light thrown upon these bowls, Cufic 
coins were found in the houses of these "Jewish” settlements, 5 and one 
of the most extensive finds of inscribed bowls was in the strata above the 
"Court of Columns,” a Parthian building! Peters holds the seventh 
century to be the latest date for the Jewish settlements where Cufic coins 
were found! 

The Museum Catalogue counts over 150 numbers of this class of 
specimens, but the enumeration includes a large number of fragments. 
About 30 of the bowls are what I would call "original fakes”; they are 
inscribed with letters arbitrarily arranged, or with pot-hooks, or even in 
some cases with mere scrawls, and I judge that these articles were palmed 
off on the unlearned public as “quite as good” as true incantations.* A still 
larger number of the bowls are so broken and their inscriptions so defaced, 
that I have not been able to use them: Others again were inscribed by so 
illiterate scribes that so far as they can be made out, they offer only some 
magical jargon, which adds nothing to our knowledge. Again there are 
a few texts which are fairly written and without those self-betraying 
combinations of letters that suggest a mock inscription, but which neverthe- 
less are not Semitic. They may be in some non-Semitic tongue, whether, 
for example, in Pahlavi, I am not able to say. One of the neatest of the 
bowls, No. 2954, containing only four circular lines of inscription, inter- 
ested me as presenting a novel alphabet; but I soon came to the conclusion 
that this is but another "fake,” produced we may suppose by some learned 
impostor — or wag. 

4 ii, 182 f. ; cf. p. 194. 

. 5 i, 245. 

* ii, 183. On the following page the writer says that Arabic bowls along with 
Jewish and Syriac were found; but the Museum contains no Arabic specimens. 

T Hilprecht, Explorations in Bible Lands, p. 447. , 

* ii, 153, 183, 186. For further discussion of the date, see § 14. 

* In many cases the inscriptions were written by laymen, who thus saved them- 
selves the exorcist’s, fee, Schwab notices some forged bowls at Constantinople, 
PSBA, xiii, 595, 
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All the relics from Nippur came to the University as the gift of the 
Sultan of Turkey, and in the matter of these incantation bowls I understand 
that the best specimens, the largest and fairest, have been retained in the 
Imperial Museum at Constantinople. At all events those in Philadelphia 
in almost all cases prevent complete decipherment because of mutilation, 10 
A large segment of the spherical surface may be missing, or an extensive 
portion of the interior, a side, or the upper or lower portion of the bowl 
may have become illegible, probably through the action of water. The 
inscription being spiral, such mutilations intrude their annoyance into every 
line. The damaged nature of this collection has added much to the toil 
of decipherment, for every break in the text and every effacement necessi- 
tates speculation as to the missing contents. On the other hand it is cause 
for remark and gratitude that these fragile vessels have been preserved as 
intact as they are, and that the scribes used such excellent ink that what 
they wrote has largely survived in defiance of “the powers of the air,” the 
elements and the corroding chemical agents. 

As a result of the investigation of the whole collection I have selected 
40 bowls for publication, to which number should be added the one pub- 
lished earlier by Myhrman (accompanying No. 7). The remaining bowls 
and fragments are v on the whole too illegible or too Undecipherable to 
make it worth while to add them to this material. The languages of the 
inscriptions are three Aramaic dialects: — (1) the language with which we 
are familiar from the Babylonian Talmud, to which belong Nos. 1-30; 
( 2 ) a Syriac dialect, Nos. 31-37 ; the Mandaic, Nos. 38-40. Each of these 
has its own script. As an appendix, I publish, as No. 41, a human skull 
inscribed with a magical inscription of like character to those on the bowls, 
and No. 42 is a text of peculiar magical contents which has come to my 
hands, but with its original now lacking in the Museum. 

14 With few exceptions, all the bowls I have deciphered have been put together 
from fragments into which they had fallen, in the Museum. 


§ 2. The: Material Hitherto Published, and in Other Collections 1 * * 4 

The first publication of Mesopotamian incantation bowls appeared in 
Layard’s notable volume, Discoveries in the Ruins of Nineveh and 
Babylon? In describing his finds at Tell Amran, near Hillah, the great 
explorer tells of discovering “five cups or bowls of earthenware, and 
fragments of others, covered on the inner surface with letters written in 
a kind of ink” (p. 509). He notes that like material had been discovered 
before. Two from the collection of a Mr. Stewart had been deposited in 
the British Museum, which had also acquired through Colonel Rawlinson 
eight specimens obtained at Bagdad, their provenance however being 
unknown. In a later passage (p. 524) Layard records the discovery of a 
similar bowl, along with many fragments, at Nippur, — the precursor of 
the collection in Philadelphia. 

Layard committed his bowls to Mr. Thomas Ellis, of the staff of the 
British Museum, whose results are given in Layard’s work, appearing 
pp. 509-523.* Layard himself takes up the discussion p. 523 ff, with 
criticism of Ellis’s results. The latter presented five Judaeo- Aramaic 
bowls, and one in Syriac, with summaries of fragments of others. Of 
these only four were given in facsimile, nos. 1, 3, 5. 6 ? Subsequent 
scholarly investigation has proved not only that Ellis was wild in his 
interpretations of the bowls, but also that the facsimiles were unreliable. 
Hence the latter can only be used with caution or with the aid of later 

1 Stiibe, Judisch-babylonische Zaubertexte, 1895, gives a good review of the 
literature up to date, although requiring some corrections and additions. See also 
Wohlstein, in ZA, viii (1893), 313 f. 

5 London, 1853. There is a German translation by Zenker, the bowls appearing 
there in Plate xx. 

* Layard leaves it somewhat indefinite which bowls were treated by Ellis. 

4 Ellis’s first bowl turns out to be a duplicate of our No. rr, under which I am 
able to present the restored text of the former. Was this the bowl which Layard 
reports was found at Nippur? 
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less as scientific copy. Bayard’ s publication therefore did little more than 
attract the attention of scholars to a fresh field of philology and religious 
lore. ; 

The first scientific treatment of this new material came from M. A. 
Levy, of Breslau, who devoted a long essay to Ellis’s bowl, no. i, in the 
Zeitschrift d. Deutschcn M o rgenldndischen G esellschaft for 1855 (ix, 465) , s 
He was the first to grasp the peculiar lingo of the inscription, and in his 
commentary drew largely from Judaistic and Mandaic stores of learning. 
He also gave an elaborate treatment of the palaeography of the bowl, 
overthrowing the claims that had been advanced for a pre-Christian origin. 

Twenty years later J. M. Rodwell published a bowl from Hillah that 
had been procured by the British Museum, under the title, Remarks Upon 
a Terra-Cotta Vase, with a photographic facsimile." This second English 
venture at decipherment was no better than the first, its sole merit lying 
in the fact that the French scholar J. Halevy was induced to take up the 
same bowl on the basis of the facsimile, and to give it a scholarly translit- 
eration and translation, with commentary, under the title, Observation sur 
an vase judeo-babylonien du British Museum.'' Four of the bowls that 
had been published were presented by the great Hebrew epigraphist 
Chwolson in his monumental Corpus inscriptiomm hebraicanm.* The first 
(Chwolson’s number, 18) is Ellis no. 1, the second (no. 19) is Ellis no. 3, 
the third (no. 20) is the bowl published by Rodwell and Halevy ; and the 


5 t)ber die von Layard aufgefundenen chaldaischen Inschrif ten auf Topfge- 
fassen. Bin B eitrag sur hebraischen Paldographie u. s. Religionsgeschichte , with 
Ellis's facsimile. Levy again treated the same inscription under the title “Epi- 
graphische Beitrage zur Geschichte der J uden,” in the Jahrbuch f, d. Geschichte d. 
Judcn, ii (1861), 266, 294. 

6 In TSBA, ii (1873), 114. 

T In Comptes rendus de V Academic des Inscriptions et Belles-Lettres, series iv, 
vol. v (for 1877; Paris, 1878), 288. He re-edited his material in his Melanges de 
critique et d’histoire, 229. 

8 St. Petersburg, 1882, col. 113 f. The facsimiles are reproduced at the end 
of the volume. The Russian edition of this work (St, Petersburg, 1884) publishes 
five bowls and considerably varies from the German edition (so Wohlstein, ZA, viii, 
315). For nos. 19, 21, Chwolson made use of improved transcripts prepared for him 
by Halevy. In his review of the Corpus in the Gottingische Gelehrte Ameige for 
1883, Landauer comments on these bowls (p, 507). 
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fourth (no. 21) is Ellis no. 5. Chwolson adopted a skeptical position to- 
ward the speculations and guesses of his predecessors, and his commentaries 
are valuable as a restraint upon their theories. Of special' interest is his 
discussion of the age of the bowls from the palaeographic point of 'view — 
a subject which I take up in § 5. 

The most extensive editor of the material under discussion has been 
Moise Schwab, the author of the French translation of the Talmud. In 
1882 he published, in collaboration with E. Babelon, a bowl in the 
possession of the French government, under the title Un vase judeo- 
chaldecn de la Bibliothequ c National ef along with a facsimile and com- 
mentary. In 1885 he published a bowl at the Louvre in an article entitled 
Une coupe d' incantation,™ without facsimile. He then presented a large 
Series of bowls in the Proceedings of the Society of Biblical Archaeology, 
for the years 1891 and 1892. 11 He included several bowls already pub- 
lished, with the old facsimiles, but failed to offer photographic copies of 
the bowls he brought to light. It seems strange that the English scholarly 
world rested content with the poor facsimiles of the relics in the British 
Museum, made almost forty years before, and that Schwab did not avail 
himself of better texts than his predecessors had used. Between the articles 
appearing in the two volumes of the PSBA Dr. Schwab contributed studies 
of two bowls to the Revue d’assyriologie, etc., under the title, “Deux vases 
j udeo-babyloniens. ms These he numbered F and G so as to align them 
with those appearing in the other publications. The material thus presented 
by Schwab is as follows : 

A, in PSBA, xii = Ellis, no. 1 ; Levy; Chwolson, no. 18. 

B, in PSBA, xii = Ellis, no. 3; Chwolson, no. 19. 

0 , in PSBA, xii = Rodwell ; Iialevy ; Chwolson, no. 20. 

D, in PSBA , xii = Ellis, no. 5; Chwolson, no. 21. 

* In Revue des etudes juives, iv (1882), 165. 

10 In Revue de 1 ‘ assyriologie et d’archeologie orientate, i (1886), 117. 

11 In vol. xii, 292: Les coupes magiques et Phydromancie daus P antiquit e orientate, 
with introductory remarks, and, p. 296, a description of the 22 bowls then in the 
British Museum; in vol. xiii, 583: Coupes d, inscriptions magiques. This material 
■was first presented to the French Academy of Inscriptions in the years 1883, 1885, 
1891. At the end of the first article is a glossary to the bowls published therein. 

ia ii (1892), 136. 
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E, in PSBA, xii; a bowl in the National Library at Paris, also in REJ, 

iv, (without note in the Proceedings that he had published it before). 

F, G, in Rev. d’ass,, ii; bowls in the Louvre. The exterior inscription on 

G is given under G in PSBA (p. 327). 

H, in PSBA, xii; a bowl in the British Museum. 

I, in PSBA., xii; a bowl in the Louvre, also in Rev. d’ass., i (without 

note that he had published it before). 

L, in PSBA, xiii; a bowl in the Lycklama Museum at Cannes (other than 

that published by Hyvernat). 

M, in PSBA, xiii; a bowl in the Louvre, acquired by Heuzey. 

N, O, P, in PSBA, xiii; three bowls in the collection Dietilafoy from 
Susiana. 

Q, in PSBA, xiii; a bowl in the Musee de Winterthur. 

R, in PSBA, xiii ; a bowl in the coin department of the Bibliotheque 
Nationale. 

Meanwhile there had appeared, in 1885, a study of a bowl in a 
provincial French museum by H. Hyvernat (now professor in the 
Catholic University, Washington) : Stir tin vase judeo-babylonien du musee 
Lycklama de Cannes (Provence). 1S Unfortunately the accompanying 
photographic facsimiles are barely legible as published; however there is 
little doubt as to the text and its meaning, 14 Schwab also refers 15 to a bowl 
published by B. Markaug in the Zapiski of the Imperial Russian Society 
of Archaeology, iv, 83, which I have not been able to procure. 

A few years later the collection of incantation bowls at the Royal 
Museum in Berlin was made the subject of study by two young scholars, 
working contemporaneously but independently. J. Wohlstein published, 
under the title, Ueber einige aramdische Inschriften anf T hongcfassen des 
koniglichen Museums zu Berlin, five bowls, with introduction to the general 
subject and commentary. 16 And R. Stiibe published a Berlin bowl in his 

13 In Zeitschrift f. Keilschriftforschung, ii (1885), n 3- 

14 This publication received criticism from M. Grtinbaum on a subsequent page 
of the same journal (p. 217), especially for its dependence upon Kohut’s notions 
of Jewish angelology; and on p. 295 Noldeke expressed some comments on the text, 
especially animadverting on its age. 

18 Rev. d. Assyriologie, ii, 137- 

16 ZA, v-iii (1893), 313, and ix (1894), lb In vol. viii appears no. 2422; in vol. 
ix, nos. 2416, 2426, 2414, 2417. 
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Judisch-babylonische Zaubertexte . 1T The text he published, the longest yet 
edited, is the same as the second given by Wohlstein; his treatment is 
fuller than that of his contemporary, to whom he is able to refer in his 
printed notes. Stube gives a description of nineteen bowls in the British 
Museum. Unfortunately neither publication is enriched with facsimiles. 
Subsequently S. Fraenkel contributed some notes to Wohlstein’s bowls 
in the same journal, in part on the basis of his own transcription. 18 

Pognon, French consul at Bagdad, broke the ground of a fresh dialect 
of bowl-inscriptions with the study of a Mandaic bowl — -Une incantation 
centre les genie s malfaisants en mandaite, appearing in 1892. 18 The bowl 
was purchased from Arabs at Bismaya. In 1898 the same scholar published 
an elaborate work upon bowls found at Khuabir 55 km. NW of Musseyib, 
on the right bank of the Euphrates ; he visited the locality but was unable to 
reach the Site where the bowls were found. His work, entitled Inscriptions 
mandaites des coupes de Khouabir™ contains some valuable appendices, of 
wider interest than the title suggests, and is furnished like the earlier 
monograph with full apparatus. Five more Mandaic bowls were published 
by Lidzbarski in his Bphemeris, i, 89, “Mandaische Zaubertexte.” The 
fifth of these texts is a duplicate of my No. n and is given there in 
parallelism. Three of the texts are in the Berlin Museum, and two in the 
Louvre. 

Professor Gottheil contributed to Peters’ Nippur (ii, 182) a translation 
of one of the bowls at Pennsylvania (= No. 12 below). Dr. Myhrman, 
of Uppsala, published from the same collection no. .16081, with commentary ; 
his monograph appeared in Le monde orientate, Uppsala, 1907-8, and with 
revision as a contribution to the Hilprecht Anniversary Volume 21 under 

17 Halle, 1895. 

18 ZA , ix, 308. 

10 In the Memoires de la Societe de Linguistique (Paris), viii, 193, and in separate 
print. 

20 Paris, 1898, with facsimiles and full glossary; reviewed by Noldeke, WZKM, 
xii, 141; Lklzbarski, TLZ, 1899, col. 171; Schwally, OLZ, ii, 7, iii, 458; Chabot, 
Revue critique, xlvi, 43, xlix, 484. Pognon also saw some bowls in the square 
character, some in Estrangelo, and some which he presumed might be in Pahlavi (p. 1). 
In my citations to Pognon, I cite his two books as A and B respectively. 

21 Leipzig, 1 909; p. 342. 
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the title An Aramaic Incantation Text ; this text is given below in parallel 
with No. 7. 

It is in place here to notice the location of incantation bowls in the 
various museums. Despite a query addressed over a year ago I have not 
received any information from the authorities as to the number and char- 
acter of the bowl-texts at the Imperial Museum in Constantinople; its 
collection from what I hear must be large and fine, and has been particularly 
enriched from Nippur. 

Dr. L. W. King has kindly informed me that the British Museum con- 
tains 61 bowls of our class, exhibited in the Babylonian Room. Some of 
the specimens, I also learn, are of very large size. The texts are in the 
square script, Syriac, Mandaic and Arabic. 

Schwab thus sums up, for the year 1906, the bowl-texts in the Trench 
museums: 22 2 in the National Library, 7 in the Louvre, 2 in the Museum 
Lycklama, Cannes; also one in private hands. 

Through Professor Ranke’s kindness I learn that in the Berlin Museum 
there are 69 bowls with “Hebrew” (i. e. Aramaic ? ) inscriptions, 9 with 
Syriac (presumably inclusive of Mandaic). Stiibe gives a description of 
19 of these. In the same museum there are two inscribed skulls, similar 
doubtless to the one published below as No. 41. 

At the National Museum in Washington are found five bowls, four in 
square script, one in Estrangelo; but from photographs kindly lent me by 
Dr. Casanowicz, two of the former are to be designated as “fakes” in the 
sense used above. These bowls are said to have been found at Hillah. 
The German Orient-Gesellschaft has recently announced the discovery of 
three bowls at Asshur, 23 and Koldewey, Tempel von Babylon u. Borsippa, 
58, speaks of numerous Aramaic bowls found at Borsippa. 

Of bowls in private hands, I note one unpublished Syriac text in the 
possession of Professor Hyvernat, of the Catholic University, Washington ; 
and three which Mr. Wm. T. Ellis purchased at Nippur in 1911, one of 
them containing a Syriac text similar to those published in this volume; 
this text I have prepared for publication in the Journal of the American 


Journal asiatique, X, vii, 8. 
Mittheilungen, no. 43, p. 13. 
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Oriental Society, where it will shortly appear. A few citations of this 
text are given in the glossaries under the abbreviation Montg. 

The provenance of this material is thus confined to a small region, 
extending from Nippur and Bismaya on the south to Asshur on the north, 
and lying on both sides of the Euphrates. 

24 The “Roman bowl from Bagdad” described by O. S. Tonks in the Am. Journal 
of Archaeology, 1911, 310, on which he would find some magical syllables, has been 
proved by A. T. Olmstead (ib., 19x2, 83) to be a late Arabic forgery. A Pahlavi 
bowl inscription reported by A. V. W. Jackson, JAOS, xxviii, 34S» does not belong 
to our category. 



The numbers in the text represent the spiral lines. 
This reading is certain in 1. 8. 


i 3- Some Notes on thu Texts Hitherto Published 


I offer in this section some critical notes on the texts described in the 
last section. The texts would in many cases have been simplified if the 
editors had recognized that there is no distinction in the script between 
n and n, and most often none between land '. The glossary will indicate 
emendations of simple words, but here I present corrections necessary for 
the construction. 

Ellis i has been recovered, as remarked above, through a duplicate in 
the Pennsylvania collection; see to No. ii. No facsimile is given for 
Ellis 2. 

In Ellis 3 the opening lines should read :* 'na'nai '3E3D n nans n prifH 
(3) «mb‘M nan na'na . . . vwri “ia twanD jo pnbia (2) pox antab 

'ai tsntabi '[a]T3 wn aa mama p pnbia '33 ba aiai anapia. 

The discovery of the proper names, Mehperoz 5 son of Hindu 
(see Glossary B), clears up these lines. xntD’X — xmnD'S ? but see 
Glossary C under latter word. After the first word the scribe intended to 
write 'W; inadvertently he broke into the word with 'a , and then leaving 
the error uncorrected (as is the rule of these scribes) continued with the 
first word— Read in 1. 4, prwiatMD ( ?) for pnErm> ; cf . xnawta in 
glossary.— In 1. 4 f. there is a parallelism to the opening lines of Schwab G: 

Schwab G 

njn« na'an : nw naan naan naan 
NDDib sa'an 'Sna na'an aaia na'an ) 
'3i s3s*n antaib xa'an w na'sn 


Ellis 3 . 

'3'an nw (?) nmo na’sn naan &ia>a 
'33 ^an pnw na'an 'Pro 'asm »aia 


'ai saxn antaib (?) nn^n mm 

D'lE'a introduces a magical formula which can accomplish the bouleverse- 
ment ( na'an) of all things and hence of evil arts. '313 = 3313, and must 


( 83 ) 
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be the Assyrian kezvan (biblical |VQ ), used in the general sense of planet. 
fUTW.- Nniy^, are used in the sense of derisio, etc. (see Payne-Smith, Thes., 
col. 4249 f.). — What follows is to be read thus: “The curse of father and 
mother, of daughter and daughter-in-law and mother-in-law is loosed 
(KW), what is far and what is near, what is found in country or city— 
what is found in the country is loosed, and what curses (?) in the city 
is loosed, and what falls by the way.” 

In Ellis 5, 1 . 2, read Kira (for frODn) and the following word possibly 
rPDiBH }0, and translate — “a house, whatever its name (i. e. whoever owns 
it), let them read and depart from it (rurr ipia’ih np^ np’b), even 


all who dwell in it — (i. e.) any vows,” etc. ; that is, the evil spirits are to 
read the kamea and depart. The jussive with b is exceptional. 

For the bowl edited by Rodwell, Halevy, Chwolson and Schwab, I give 
the following transliteration: '.’VT'Ji pETpri pnniyi ps^a pst’nn b 



rb jriajrn rv-brnya ’tmi naan KDKoni x^b panpn ppvrin xnb»i 
pn»^?o pbo: p^x pnbn tby “iyi }an nw }» nbxba pmbn nwpbi 4 nwn^ 
pi prtriDip P“in b pi |in*Bii p pba»i ppe>»i pn'py innrri pna 5 ptj»i 
6 >ix win max bv nbbn (forhwi ^xnnrrO npyi "xnnmi rrni'nn prprma. 
So much is clear. — Then follows an apostrophe to a certain star, which 
appears also in Schwab E. With this parallel to our aid I read : Kama ’IK 
KW-iib nenn Nsb> 7 xin\j niDX xnwn nbyn: i. e. “Oh (or, woe), the star 
on which rides salvation (healing),* the one which teaches arts to witches 
that is, some star potent in medicine and black arts, which may be invoked 
for good or evil. — -Towards the end is to be read: xek> X'dido “in JTWn 
eniBD sni . “in the name of Bar Mesosia (a master-con j urer evidently) , 
the great Ineffable Name.” 

For Schwab E, see notes on the bowl just discussed. — In the middle 
of the inscription for mriDIp 'inn, read 'p ’Din. 


* Perfect, followed by futuritive ppl. 

4 Not an Arabism, as Halevy . suggests. 

5 Paei pass. ppl. 

* A Syriac interjection; or do these characters belong to Win ? In the parallel, 
Schwab E, we have b NWin. 

T Cf. the Rabbinic W3. 
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A new collation might contribute much to the understanding of 
Schwab F. In 1 . i, nnp (“strong one”) is an epithet of the “evil spirit. 
Read rnyx'K at end of line. — L. 2, read niBJK vuk 'B'hy, 'JN being the 
name of the demon, and occurring again below. — L. 3, read “like 

oil they (the spirits) are dipped into the vessel of his heart,” i. e., the 
man’s inwards are suffused with diseases as with oil. — L,. 9 again 'Bin for 
'inn. — L. 10, »emn for '&inn . — L. 11, to&tt pm jot imoa ny:“(ye 
angels go forth from him) until the consummation of time and that time 
is known,”— -with reference to the day of judgment. 

In Schwab G, 1 . 9, “mvyDtP nbp Hftby = “wherefore have I heard a 
voice? I have heard the voice of a man, Mesarsia,” etc. 

Schwab I, 1 . 1, read Knapp p[ 3 ]'nav nmne . — L. 5, pbib 
“sorcery I exorcise.”—]!,. 12, read 'Jl kdk> wv: “inscribed is the name 
whereby heaven and earth are bound.” 

The transliteration of Schwab M is almost untranslatable. As the first 
word read fcO'blb, “I adjure,” which disposes of one of Schwab’s 
that these bowls were used in hydromancy. 

In Berlin Museum no. 2416, 1 . 4 (Stiibe = Wohlstein, 1 . 5)* and 
repeatedly below, phmb^tt = “whom I have cursed.” In 1 . 20, etc. the 
demons are bidden to depart from the sorcerer’s client and transfer them- 
selves to any persons he has cursed. — For .mitt, 1 . 6 (W. 8), see below 
to 2: 2, and for mantt = “of Yahwe,” 1 . 15 (W. 22), see 13: 7 and 26 : 4.— 
KP bv, 1 . 22 (W. 31) = “on 

Tn 


II. SCRIPT AND LANGUAGE 


§ 4. Introductory 

In the following notes I shall confine myself almost entirely to the 
bowls at Pennsylvania. The absence of facsimiles or of good ones in a 
large number of the published texts prevents a proper control over those 
texts. Moreover there is some advantage in confining the study to a single 
collection of texts whose age and provenance can be exactly fixed as in 
the case of the bowls from Nippur. At the same time what is true of 
these texts is found to hold good for other published inscriptions. 

Our material may be divided epigraphically and dialectically into 
three classes : (1) Of the “Rabbinic” dialect in the square character ; (2) 
of a Syriac dialect, in a novel form of Estrangelo script; (3) of the 
Mandaic dialect in its peculiar alphabet. Bowl inscriptions of the first 
and third classes have been published; but so far no Syriac text has 
appeared with the exception of one essay noted p. 16 and in § 6. 

Some apology may be necessary for the term “Rabbinic” dialect. As 
used here, it does not imply that the rabbis or the Jews in Babylonia had 
a special dialect, — they spoke the native dialects; nor that there is any 
unity in the language of the Talmud, which is alive with dialectic varieties. 1 
But the Talmud is practically our only source for a certain family 
of Aramaic dialects in Babylonia, easily distinguished from the two other 
literary dialects, the Syriac (Edessene) and Mandaic. The name chosen 
is a convenient handle. 2 

1 Our texts themselves, as the discussion will show, are frequently of non- 
Jewish origin. 

2 “Babylonian” or the old-fashioned “Chaldaic,” might be used, but each is 
equally indefinite and the former would be most confusing. 



§ 5 - Tini Rabbinic Texts 


A . Script and Orthoepy- 


square character, was inclined to find in them a very primitive script, 
antedating the Christian era. 1 Levy proceeded in a scholarly fashion and 
analyzed each character — to be sure, with rather scanty epigraphical 
resources;' he came to the conclusion that the bowl he was treating was 
to be assigned to the seventh century. Chwolson severely criticized Levy’s 
method, and on the basis of the palaeographical material in his Corpus 
assigned the bowls of Ellis to various early dates (col. 118). Ellis I he 
assigned to the first Christian century ; for three others he gave a graduated 
chronology, placing them in the second, third and fourth centuries 
respectively. But Chwolson’s own method is somewhat of a rcductio ad 
absurd urn? It is hazardous to assign a date for these bowls on palaeo- 
graphical grounds; it is impossible to relate the various variations of 
script to each other by a chronological scale. For instance the contempor- 
aneous character of many bowls at Nippur is shown by the recurrence 
of the same persons and families in the texts ; indeed the same persons 
appear in texts of different dialects, yet these inscriptions differ greatly 
in script. But there is no reason, at least in the Nippur bowls, to assign 
them to different ages ; from the interrelations between them, personal and 
phraseological, I am inclined to assign them to the same period. Indeed 
they might all have been written in the same year, so far as palaeography 
may say anything. The differences are chirographical, not palaeographical. 
Some of the scribes wrote a neat, even a beautiful hand; but many were 
written by careless scribes, and many by illiterate ones, probably often by 


In Lavard, op. cit., 510; so Layard himself for no. 1, p. 525. 
ZD MG, ix, 474 - 

See Hvvernat, p. 140, on Levy and Chwolson’s arguments. 
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laymen, who affected to write their own prescriptions. The comparative 
plate of characters presented by Levy offers a large number of variations 
in the forms of many letters : for 3 and “i eleven each, for to eight, for 3 
and W six, etc. Now when one short text offers so many varieties in 
forms, it is impossible for palaeography to give any nice chronological 
estimate. In fact the ruder the letters are, the more archaic they appear; 
yet they may be mere degenerations of the standard type or survivals of 
an elder one persisting in obscure quarters. 

One need but take a glance at Euting’s alphabetic tables at the end 
of Chwolson’s Corpus to recognize that the Hebrew square character has 
.remained essentially the same since near the beginning of the era. The 
earlier evidence is drawn from monuments, the later from manuscripts, 
while in the long centuries of scribal reproduction the Jews have developed 
as it were a conventional ductus , whereas earlier there was far more room 
for variation when this family of the alphabet was not confined as a vehicle 
of a school of religious scribes. Thus a is one of the most Protean of 
forms, but apparently all varieties are found in almost every century of the 
first millennium, according to Euting’s showing. 

In the palaeographical table attached to this work I give specimen 
alphabets drawn from the bowls. But a fine analysis for chronological 
results would be unprofitable. For a round date the bowls might be placed 
on palaeographical grounds at about 500 A. C., but this date might be carried 
further back or further down according as other evidence might be 
adduced. 

The finial letters are used, but with few instances of finial V. A 
phenomenon that presents some difficulty is the practical identification of 1 
and’ and of n and n. In the case of the former pair, they are often 
distinguished, the ’ being then represented by a short stroke or sometimes 
by a small angle, the 1 by a long stroke ; but there is no consistency in this 
differentiation, and the ' is easily prolonged into a stroke like 1 ; within the 
same text or line or even word, the ' may be written both ways. This 
confusion has led to the barbarous appearance of many of the edited texts, 
on which Noldeke has animadverted.* The confusion throws doubts on 
certain vocalizations,-— e. g. is it aoaw or Ktan’tp ? — and it is of grammatical 

* Zeits. f. Keilschriftforsch . , ii, 296. 
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moment in the verbal endings |i and p, where, because of the recession 
of the stroke of the }, the vowel letters are not at all distinguished. 

There is no distinction between n and n in the Nippur bowls, and the 
same is true of the. other published bowls, so far as I can observe. The n 
includes n. It is the same phenomenon that appears in the Mandaic, where 
n has been retained only as a pronominal suffix. This identification is 
the representation of actual speech, in which our scribes no longer dis- 
tinguished between the two gutturals, even as in the Mandaic. As the 
Babylonian Talmud distinguished between them in its text, we may 
surmise that the better educated preserved the difference at least in spelling. 5 

The final d-vowel is expressed by a, less frequently by n. Some texts 
use the latter consistently, and there is hardly a text which does not give an 
instance of this spelling. It is used regularly for certain common words, 
e. g. mb'!?; and especially when the word contains an K, e. g. rox, mQN. 
This is a primitive type of Aramaic orthoepy, but the Samaritan dialect 
has preserved it, and an early Palestinian amulet, published by me else- 
where, shows the same features.® The phenomenon is unique in late 
Eastern Aramaic. 

The vowel letters ’ i and ' are used abundantly, always in terminal 
syllables and for long vowels, and very commonly for short vowels. Yet 
there is variation in this respect, even in the same text. On the whole 
X is sparingly used as a vowel letter, preferably to indicate the feminine 
plural, e. g. yet indistinguishable KmWs is as frequent. 

It goes without saying that there are no vowel points. In one bowl 
(No. 13) a kind of pothook has been used to separate words, and here 
and there a point has been used, but this is the extent of the punctuation. 
Sometimes a scoring is found between the lines of script and by means of 
vertical lines phrases are blocked off; these are generally magical combina- 
tions. In No. 22 one word is written in a clumsy Syriac script and in 
one of Ellis’s bowls a Syriac n is once used. Quite a peculiar script is 
found in No. 30, and D has a unique form in No. 22. 

5 In the elder type of n, the left leg was attached to the upper bar, hence the 
confusion with n was easier.' The Rabbis preferred tins form; see Men fg; 
The close assimilation of the two letters appears in the Assouan papyri of the fift 
century B. C. 

6 I AOS, 1911. 272 - 
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B. The Language 

The grammatical phenomena in the bowls from Nippur can for the 
most part be exemplified from the Babylonian Talmud, and like the latter 
they present various dialectic types. On the one hand they have close 
connections with Mandaic and on the other they show some Syriac idioms. 

As in the Mandaic orthoepy the sezva is frequently designated by a 
circumstance which throws light upon the minor vocalizations. I may 
notice pn'D'N, pn'rva, “their mother, house,” etc.; Krurpu. pi., xnb'N; 
with prefixes: '“ohs'a; “their left hand;” and with 1, 

xrunp, “and daughters;” (a punctuation appearing also 

in Targum Onkelos, see to 3 : 3). 

In the consonants there is the yielding of the harder sounds, e. g. 
NDDinD-N, t»vi:>£D ,, k , varying with 'pD’N, 'TK.; indeed Of has become 
a very rare character. In general the gutturals are preserved, though n and 
n are no longer distinguished. In one bowl, No. 6, which has other 
Mandaizing characteristics, are found NtiN '== NT1JJ, Npsu, V ypS; "DU, V "QV- 
The same bowl offers jiD^n , with the intrusion of a new vowel, 
as is particularly characteristic of Mandaic. 7 

For the pronouns I may refer to the lists at end of Glossary C. For 
their suffixal forms may be noted iron, 2: 4, and even run, 11: 9 (etc), 
“his sons,” r\bv — in duplicate texts (see ton: 9), as common in 
Mandaic, and appearing also in the Talmud. For the 2nd per. pi. fem. 
UK is used for pa- (see to 7: 3). 

The masculine plural is in and p~ indifferently, even in close 
association, xnito 8: 6 and the nouns in 13: 1 ending in m are probably 
Mandaic forms of spelling, e. 

As for the verb, along with ’ as dominant prefix in the impf., 1 takes 
its place in Nos, 6, 13 (along with two cases in 19, 25, 28. A Nifal 
with Aramaic ending appears in 25*. 2 , imnD: , along with the ppl. pm DU. 
In 28 : 1 appears a Syriac Ethpai'al, . The n of the reflexive is 

rarely lost, yet e. g. panim, ppirun . 

The 1st pers, sing, appears as r6ap or fr^ap, for a verb of f-stem 
we have rup^D. There is found a perfect plural, pnDW'N, as in Syriac. 


Noldeke, Mand. Gram., § 25. 
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Second feminine plurals, which are lacking in the Talmud, are found; 
unfortunately as the notes show, it is not always possible to decide whether 
a form is singular or plural, and there is the awkward confusion of p- and 
p-. In 6 : 9 pt^iDJTn is certainly plural, and doubtless the masculine 
plural termination (as in Hebrew) is to be understood in preference to 
-in, which would be the singular. It is uncertain whether pup^, 1 1 : 8, 26 : 6, 
is fern, singular or plural; in the duplicate text to No. 11, the plural is 
evident. 

For the few cases of the quiescence of V in verbal forms, see above. 
In K"fi roots we have, e. g., noKHK, 'Dim Unique is the final loss of the 
^ of in the participal form win, 6: 6. For forms of Kin we have 
, in'>n, viih (both in the same text), spelt elsewhere unn, Tin. The masc. 
plural of the participle appears as pn, Pn ; ef; ]nt>, jm, from Khtt, KKn. 

As to the prepositions there is the interchange of b and by, as in 
Mandaic. Also observe the occurrence in the same line of pnionp and 
n’Dsnp , 3:7. 

There is almost nothing peculiar in the syntax. I note the occurrence 
of an old-Aramaic idiom in jin^n’a, “their house,” 1:6; also the unique 
idiom, if the text is correct,— -1 Diyi, “and also,” 1 : 3 (cf. Latin, simul ac). 


* See Levias, Grammar of the Aramaic Idiom Contained in the Bab. Talmud, 
§188. 



§ 6 . The: Syriac Texts 


In our collection appear seven bowls of Syriac script and language,— 
the first of this category to be published with the exception of the poor 
facsimile of a probably similar bowl, accompanied with an unintelligible 
transliteration, in Layard, Nineveh and Babylon, p. 5 21 

A. Script and Orthoepy 

The script reveals itself as belonging to the Palmyrene-Syriac type, 
and that we are dealing not with a mere autographic “sport” is clear from 
the fact that two or three hands, have written our seven texts. It agrees 
with the Palmyrene and Edessene in pointing n, and with the former in 
not distinguishing n. The Seyame or double points are used; this mark 
is generally written on the last letter, but occasionally, generally for 
reasons of space, on an earlier character. Once the two points are 
written vertically, 33* 51 they may include the points of n, and m 34* 6 "> 
appears to have the two points one above and one below. The script 
provides the pronominal fern, suffix n with an upper point, an ancient 
distinction in literary Syriac. 1 * 3 But there is marked distinction from the 
Edessene type in the absence of ligature; letters may touch one another, 
but they are not purposely written together. 

In examining the individual characters (see my Alphabetic Tables) 
we find that 5, I, n, V agree with the types of the Estrangelo alphabet, and 
2 and D approximate the latter; but evidently our novel alphabet has had 
a history independent of Estrangelo. 

1 Chwolson thinks that the script of this bowl is of older type than that of the 

Edessene MS. of 411 (CIH, col. 116). 

3 In 34: 4 xcnD , “Moses,” is written with a point over « — to represent the e 
sound ? 


( 32 ) 
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It reveals a family likeness with the types found in early Edessene 
inscriptions 8 (where the characters are independent and no points used). 
But the genealogy for the peculiarities of our script is to be found in the 
cursive Palmyrene script, with which the Estrangelo is also to be connected. 
See Euting’s alphabetic tables, cols. 17-28, in Chwolson CIH; his tables 
in Noldeke, Syrischc Grammatik; the atlas to Eidzbar ski’s Handbucli . s. 
nordscm. Bpigraphik, and for the history of the cursive Edessene script, 
the latter work, p. 193. 

This relationship appears in n ( 11 . b. the curving stroke of the head) ; 
in n (the type in No. 36 is identical with the Palmyrene) ; in 1 (with the 
head at almost a right angle) ; in n (our character is practically identical 
with the Estrangelo, but the origin of the type is to be found in Palmyrene, 
and a type in No. 32 is the replica of the angular form presented by Euting, 
col. 26) ; in D; in ’ reduced to a small stroke or coarse round mark on the 
line ; in V (with parallels in Euting’s table only in cursive Palmyrene, see 
cols. 24-28) ; in », which tends to a closed figure, and d; in a (a small 
half-oval figure, primitive in form, corresponding most closely to the 
cursive Palmyrene) ; in p ; in & (preserving the ancient type against the 
Edessene development) . x is not found. 

Of the remaining letters, n is distinguished from “T by the diacritical 
point as in Palmyrene, but the figure of both characters faces to the right, 
a unique phenomenon. The character 3 is unique, with its long curve 
extending far to the left, so that this feature becomes the characteristic 
and the head degenerates to a point; 4 but here again the Palmyrene type 
may be compared. The letter 3 is sui generis , the medial character may be 
related to the Palmyrene; the finial with its long stroke recalls the 
Estrangelo finial 3, but terminates in a fork.' n also stands by itself. 
There is a general resemblance between it and the Syriac types presented 
by Euting, in Noldeke, cols, viii-xiii, representing the fifth to the seventh 
century. But those Syriac forms have arisen from the tendency to ligature, 
whereas our n is innocent of any such purpose. I am inclined to think 

8 E. g. Sachau, “Edessenische Ttischriften,” ZDMG , 1882, 142 ; n. b. no. 8. 

4 The nearest approach to this type appears in a similar . character with a long 
tail in the Syriac MS. from Turkestan published by Sachau m the Sitsungsbenchte 
of the Berlin Academy, 1905. 9 ( 5 4 - 
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that it is to be related to a rather primitive form of n which consisted of a 
downward stroke to the left with a crosspiece near the top. Our type has 
simply reversed this, making the stroke downwards to the right, while the 
crosspiece comes at the bottom. 

This analysis of the script presented in our Syriac bowls exhibits 
accordingly an older type than the literary Estrangelo and the Edessene 
inscriptions; its most pronounced relationships are with the cursive Pal- 
myrene, and it is to be regarded as an independent sister of the Edessene 
script. Withal no character shows a distinctly late type. 

Epigraphically then this script is of much interest, as exhibiting an 
early local form of Aramaic alphabet, of Palmyrene type, existing in 
Babylonia. It may have been a commercial script which spread from the 
metropolis Palmyra. 6 In § 14 the age of the bowls will be discussed; the 
script itself does not stand in the way of an early age, perhaps the fourth 
century, though other evidence may induce us to date the texts some 
centuries later. 

Since the above paragraphs were finished and regarded as closed, my 
attention has chanced upon the Turkish Manichaean fragments from Turfan 
in Chinese Turkestan, and I find a striking resemblance in many characters 
of the alphabet there used (which is an offshoot of the Syriac script) to 
those of the Syriac type before us. I may refer here to the discussion 
of the script by F. W. K. Muller in the Sitzungsberichtc of the Berlin 
Academy, 1904, 348 ff., and the facsimiles published in subsequent volumes 
of the same journal, e. g. that facing p. 1077, in the volume for 1905. In 
my Alphabetic Tables at the end of this work I shall present the correspond- 
ence in parallelism. The Turkish script is very much younger than ours, 
but has steadfastly preserved the type inherited from Babylonia. Mani 
came from Babylon, a few miles distant from Nippur, and we must 
suppose that our script was the local use of that region, which came to be 
adopted by Mani and his sect as the vehicle of their literature. 

* It may be worth while to suggest that we possess in this peculiar script the 
script of the Harranian pagans, vulgarly known as the Sabians. As Chwolson has 
shown in his monumental work, Die Ssabier und der Ssabismus, these heathens 
spoke a pure Syriac (i, 258 f.), although the peculiar alphabets assigned to them 
by Arabic writers are fictitious or kabbalistic (ii, 845). 
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The history of our script is thereby carried back to the third 
century, by which time it was well established. What was thus 
a local script came to be perpetuated as the literary instrument of the 
Manichaean sect,- — a fate which has so often happened to various forms 
of the Aramaic alphabet. I have given further discussion of this matter 
in articles now in press for the Museum Journal and the Journal of the 
American Oriental Society. It may be added that there are no Manichaean 
traces in the bowls. 

In the matter of orthoepy, while the forms without mat res lectionis 
abundantly appear (e. g. urrkb , plural; xdjjis, etc,), plena writings are 
also frequent, e. g. soak), fcnprro, nun, Xttkn, NDN3, etc. There also 

occurs at times the confusion of n and n , characteristic in the square 
Aramaic texts and in the Mandaic: n for n in pkntD 31 : 5, npn 38: 3, KVnEs 
32: 4;andn for n in pnnriD'N and pnnri3N 36 : 5, T&nn'N36: 1. The same 
sorcerer or family appears to have written bowls in both the Rabbinic and 
Syriac dialects (see Nos. 33-35), and hence the natural contamination of 
the one by the other. 

The extensive use of the Scyame in all plurals is to be noted: in the 
pronoun 31 : 5, the plural of the verb e. g. |rm 31 : 6, the participle 
pnx 37: 8, etc. 

B. The Language 

The dialect belongs to the Edessene type; this is evident from the 
forms of pronouns and verbs. But there is extensive corruption from 
the type of dialect which has been literarily preserved in the Manclaic. 
This appears, as we have seen, in the Mandaic confusion of n and n. 
The 3rd sing. masc. or fern, suffix to a plural appears as n; e. g. HJ 3 , “his 
sons,” 33 : 13 (with Scyame), the same for “her sons” (with single point 
over n) , mktf (with Scyame), 37: 8, etc. We have observed the same 
phenomenon in the Rabbinic texts. 

For other similar Mandaisms we may note: the equivalence of b and 
kb 34: 10; the verbal form fikvJ (from kw), 34'- 10 (see my comment) ; 
the pronoun hikib 37 : 8; fcn '3 for tm> 3 , 34: 8 , cf. fcniD for tnmfi; j 1313 X for 
P331X, 37: 10; the construct e. g. 34: 6. There are also some peculiar 
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forms, e. g.j'Dinn 34: 1, KnJOB-D 34:2, saraiD 35: 4; and a few rate or 
unknown words: sbutt'l m'anoi, won. The numeral with the 

suffix pnw 34: 4, is not classical, but is found in Targumtc, Palmyrene, 
and Neo-Syriac. In 33 : 10 pp»(6 is Afel infinitive of pu. 





§ 7 . The Mandaic Texts 


A. Script and Orthoepy 


The script of the Mandaic howls is exactly similar to that of those 
published in facsimile by Pognon. The peculiarities of certain characters 
distinguishing them from those in the MSS. of the fifteenth and following 
centuries, as noted by that scholar ( Une incantation, 12 1 ), appear likewise 
in these bowls. 1 

The 1 is a large letter dropping its shaft obliquely below the line and 
recovering itself by an up-stroke at an acute angle. 3 is a zigzag figure, 
or has an open, round flourish at the top. Following the traditions of the 
early alphabet n and “1 are similar, often indistinguishable; the former 
tends to a smaller head and a square angle at the top, the latter to a curving 
form like the end of a loop. T is ligated at the top with the preceding 
letter, n has, in Nos. 39, 40, a long leg to the right. D appears in angular 
form, and also in a balloon-shaped figure. 3 is a large letter rising well 
above and dropping below the line, sometimes in a free curve. Except that 
the drop is vertical, it is similar to a; we may compare the like similarity 
in the Palmyrene. In No. 39 b has the primitive form of two strokes at 
an angle, but leaning backward, and so allowing of ligature to the left by 
the foot. The left foot of o projects itself obliquely in a straight line, and 
the extended stroke at the top distinguishes the character from n . In No. 
39, d has the later form, similar to the Arabic (j 9 ; with others, the body 
is fuller, approximating the p. v is generally an angle lying upon the line, 
but in No. 39 it drops below the line, in two rough curving lines. B has 
o Wro-A In Anri blit does not droo below the line. ¥ is not found in these 


Mandaic amulet published by Eidzbarski in 
49, and the editor's notes, p. 35 <>- His facsim 
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bowls, p appears as a closed figure, like a roundish Estrangelo p, with the 
left stroke failing to reach the upper line and curving back— probably for 
distinction from d. The W consists of two rough loops, which lie on top, 
or below, or on opposite sides. Theh has often the simple form of the 
Hebrew n. 

The suffixal n (which I represent by the same character in my trans- 
literation) occurs at the beginning of No. 38, and is then dropped by the 
scribe ; it may perhaps be intended in one or two other cases in these 
bowls. Otherwise it cannot be distinguished from n ; however, following 
the general practice I have always indicated the suffix by n . A similar 
uncertainty of distinction appears in Lidzbarski’s amulet; in Pognon’s 
bowls the distinction is generally preserved. 

The peculiar sign for the relative, T, has the shape known from the 
MSS., except that the vertical stroke at the left hand is often written 
without attachment to the first part. It always appears as a separate word, 
as is the case in Codex B of Petermann’s edition of the Ginza, and 
apparently in Eklzbarski’s bowls. I have followed the common editorial 
use of attaching it, like the Aramaic relative in general, to the following 
word. See the arguments of Noldeke, Mand. Gram-, 92, for regarding the 
sign as a peculiar development of “i, not as a ligature of . But it must 
be asked why such a special sign should have been used. It appears to be 
a survival of the older Aramaic '“1 , and I would argue that the pronuncia- 
tion di had survived until the formation of the Mandaic script. In these 
texts, as in the MSS., the relative when internal (e. g. after i) is expressed 
by 1; but this does not prove that T =1, only that with the support of 
a preceding vowel the vowel of the relative was rejected. 

The characters are spaced unevenly and in the case of unligated char- 
acters it is often difficult to ascertain with which word they are to be 
combined. The ligation is haphazard, there is no consistent attempt at 
consecutive chirography as in the later texts. 

Apart from the bowl-inscriptions and Eidzbarski’s amulets, all the 
Mandaic texts are preserved in late texts; the former are therefore 
important as the earliest monuments of the script. In § 14 I give evidence 
to prove that the Nippur texts are to be dated circa 600; at that period then 
the Mandaeans had elaborated their own alphabet with its peculiarities. 
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Investigations, which I may not expatiate on here, have led me to the 
belief that for the most part the Mandaic alphabet represents an early type 
of the “Syriac” alphabets; it is indeed often closely connected with the 
Palmyrene and Nabataean scripts. The sect itself must have arisen in 
the age when Gnosticism was rife in the Orient and before the domination 
of Christianity, and we have to suppose that it early developed its own 
peculiar calligraphy, after the wont of the various oriental sects of that 
age. Compare the remarks on the Manichaean alphabet, § 6. 

As Pognon says of his text from Bismaya, 2 3 the language of the bowls 
is identical with that of the Ginza and Uulasta. The only difference is 
formal, in the sparse or varying use of the mattes Icc'iioms.* I may cite: 
xnK^vn, N.onbh; Nnpy, . ton; snonn, xmDJ, where later n 

was used in the first or second syllable or both; we actually find NnnT, 
'NT, 'N-lT . 4 

B. The Language 

We may note the following syntactical peculiarity : the apparent use 
of the anticipatory pronominal suffix n without the following relative 
particle “i, the suffix itself creating a kind of construct case-ending, the 
regimen being in apposition to the suffix. E. g. 40: 3: ‘2 nns ns nr6j» 
“the word of B’s granddaughter.” A similar construction occurs through- 
out Nos, 21, 22, 23 (q. v.) ; also a parallel instance in the Palestinian amulet 
published by the writer in JAOS, 1911, see note there, p, 278. In 40: 24 
such a “construct” form in n is used before a plural noun : nnN’ONvn njNPP. 
Was it in the way of becoming a stereotyped case ? 

Apart from the references to “Life,” these bowls are not specifically 
Mandaic in religion. Pognon's bowls are much more colored with Mandae- 
ism. Under No. n it is to be observed that the Mandaic text there 
compared is secondary to the Rabbinic texts; probably in the Nippur 
community the Mandaeans got their magic from the peoples of other 
dialects. In Pognon’s texts the spirit of the ancient Babylonian magic 
appears more strongly than in any other of the bowl-inscriptions. 

2 Une incantation, 13. 

3 Which Pognon strangely enough regards as "errors.” 

4 Noldeke’s expert judgment, in his review of Pognon, p. 143, that the language 
of the howls is later than that of the Mandaic classics, may be noted here. 


III. THE MAGIC OF THE TEXTS 


§ 8. The) Purpose o£ the Inscribed Bowes 

The incantation bowls belong, with few exceptions, to one very 
specialized form of magic. They spontaneously suggest the art of “'bowl 
magic, 3 ’ which, in various forms, is spread over the world, and which has 
a straight genealogy from Joseph’s drinking cup to the Spinster’s teacup 
of our own day. 1 * Ellis, the first commentator on the bowls, advanced the 
theory that, following an ancient and widespread therapeutic device, they 
were filled with a liquid which was drunk off by the patient who thus 
absorbed the virtue of the written charm. 4 * This explanation has been 
generally given up. Eayard objected that then the inscriptions would have 
been effaced by the liquid, 8 — which argument, though repeated by subse- 
quent scholars, is not conclusive, for the magic vessel may have been 
preserved as itself a permanent prophylactic. Eayard himself thought 
that they were used in places of sepulture and were charms for the dead, 
apparently relating them to the utensils placed in primitive graves. A 
number of Pognon’s bowls are in fact endorsed with Knnp n^n, “for 
the cemetery, 3 ’ 4 and Wohlstein’s no. 2417 appears to be directed against 
the ghosts of the dead. But the bowls at Nippur were found in ruined 
houses, and in no case is a bowl intended for the service of the dead. 

Schwab argued for the hydromantic use of the bowls. 8 He makes 
reference to Babylonian hydromancy, 6 * and proceeds to quote a number of 

1 Rodwell expatiates on this kind of magic, TSBA, ii, 114. 

* Layard, Nineveh and Babylon, 511. Of. R. C. Thompson, Semitic Magic, pp. 

lv, hri. .. 

* Op. cit., 526. 

* Inscriptions mandaites, nos. 5, 7, etc., and p. 3. 

8 PSBA, xii, 292 f. 

8 Cf. Hunger, “Becherwahrsagung bei d. Babyloniern” 1903 in Leipzig er Semit- 

ische Studien, i. 
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Talmudic passages referring to Joseph’s cup, magical beverages, etc., but 
he shows no connection between his numerous inscriptions and the method 
and purpose of hydromancy, which affects to give an oracle to men by 
the movements of oil or other floating objects in the liquid contained in 
the cup. 7 

Wohlstein attempted another explanation in the line of a kabbalistic 
dictum that no work of magic can be effected without the aid of a vessel 
Ob).‘ It was Hyvernat however who first, from the field of Jewish 
demonology, obtained the clue to the right interpretation of the practice we 
are considering. 8 He refers to the Jewish legends of Solomon’s magical 
ability to confine demons in vases, etc., and the parallel fables in Arabian 
lore of bottled up jinns, etc. 10 As we shall immediately see, this is the cor- 
rect explanation. 

Pognon did not himself see in situ the large collection of bowls which 
he published in his Inscriptions mandaites, but he learnt from a native that 
such bowls were found buried just below the surface of the earth, and, 
generally, reversed, the bottom of the bowl uppermost, while at times 
bowls were found superimposed upon one another, the mouth of the one 
fitted to the mouth of the other (p. i iff. j. Pognon does not guarantee the 
truths of these statements, but suggests in accordance with them the theory 
that the inverted bowls were prisons for the demons, who were confined 
by the virtue of the magical praxis. The expeditions of the University of 
Pennsylvania to Nippur have corroborated this theory by ocular evidence. 
Referring to the find of bowls above the Parthian temple, Hilprecht reports 
that “most of the one hundred bowls excavated while I was on the scene 
were found upside down in the ground,”" and he gives a photograph 
showing some of the bowls in this position. He draws the same conclusion 
as Pognon concerning the magical use of the vessels. 

Finally, one of the Pennsylvania texts demonstrates that this was the 
conscious purpose of the bowl magic. No. 4 opens thus: ip'DW "fe’D 

T For the correction of his hydromantic interpretation of 1'OiD see above 

§ 3 . 

* ZA, viii, 325, quoting from the book Rasiel , 32, 

8 Sur une vase judeo-babylonien, 13 7 f. 

10 Comparing Thousand and One Nights, ed. Buiak, i, 15 (= Burton’s tr. i, 38). 

u Explorations , 447. 
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'mv'bai |W? p3Kb» ; “covers to hold in sacred (accursed) 
angels and evil spirits,” etc. 12 The same inscription announces to the 
demons that they are “bound and sealed in each one of the four corners 
of the house.” 13 This magical method in fact gives a special name to the 
bowls; it is called a NEO'S, which literally means a “press.” The same term 
appears in No. 6, which opens as follows:'* rvefc SED'a 

“a press which is pressed down upon demons,” etc. The theme is continued 
throughout the text: "This press I press down upon them” ( 1 . 4 ) 1 
ever transgresses against this press” ( 1 . n), etc. In a word we have to do 
with a species of sympathetic magic, the inverted bowls symbolizing and 
effecting the repression and suppression of the evil spirits. 11 

The quadruple use of the bowls also explains the frequent recurrence 
of identical inscriptions, e. g. Nos. 21, 22, 23, all made out for the same 
client. The four charms thus placed at equidistant points, which as 
cornerstones represented the security of the house, formed a circle of 
magical influence about the dwelling. 15 

In the Babylonian magic we find a similar use of phylacteries buried 
under the pavement of the house. Botta, Bayard and George Smith dis- 
covered under the pavement of buildings small receptacles in which were 
placed magical figurettes, of composite human and animal form. 18 The use 
of the circular lip of the bowl is also in line with the magic circle which 
appears to have been practised by sprinkling a circle of lime, flour, etc. 
around a group of small images of the gods. 17 


18 See the commentary to the text. 

30 The binding at the four corners of the house appears also in Pognon, B, nos. 

I, 2 , 3, 4. 24-, ' , ■ . 

« If my interpretation of the introduction of Nos. 9 and 14 be correct, we 
have also a reference to the formal depositing of the bowls. 

15 Cf. the cylinder and prism texts deposited at the four corners of great 
buildings in ancient Mesopotamia. . .. 

10 Botta, Monument do Nineve, v, 168 f.; Bayard, Nineveh and its Remains ,11, 
37; Smith, Assyrian Discoveries, 78. See Fossey, La magie assynenne , 114 f. 
a like Jewish and Christian use, see Reitzenstein, Poimandres, 30. 

« Zimmern, Beitrage 2. Kenntniss d. bob. Religion, 169, no. 54, and cf Thompson, 
Semitic Magic, p. lxiii, translating usurtu “circle” (Zimmern, Gebilde ). Cf. the 
charm with a circle made by a ring presented in the Papyrus Anastasi, Wessely, 
Vienna Denkschriften, hist-phil, Classe, xxxvi. 2, p. 34, and further PSBA, xm, 165. 
The circle of the magical seal possessed the same efficacy. 
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But there is proof that the praxis of bowl magic existed in ancient 
Babylonia. In a passage of the magical Utukki series presented by 
Thompson/ 8 we read a ban on an evil spirit (a demon) “which roametli 
loose in an upper chamber, with a bason (kakkultu) without opening may 
they cover it.” The editor in his note has recognized the form of magic 
indicated, without comparing it to the later bowls. 19 

The bowl is then primarily a domestic phylactery, to be classed with 
the abundant forms of this species of magic, e. g. the Jewish Mezuzoth. 
An exorcism given by Wessely 20 from the papyri recalls much of the very 
wording of our texts: that evil spirits may not injure the wearer of these 
exorcisms, hide not “in the earth/ 121 nor under the bed nor under the door 
nor under the gate nor under the beams nor under vessels nor under holes, 
The lurking of devils in the house (e. g. i : 6), in the beams and on the 
thresholds (e. g. 6 : 4) , frequently appears in our texts, as also in the Talmud, 
Especially is the threshold named as guarded against the intrusions of evil 
spirits (e. g. 37: 2). The means of entrance are extravagantly detailed in 
a Babylonian text: by gate, door, bolt, etc., lintels, hinges, etc.; 28 and door 
and bolt and threshold are exorcised. 28 The bedchamber is the special 
object of care, and the endorsement on No. 12, “of the room of the hall,” 
may refer to a bowl which was deposited in that apartment. 

A different application of the same magic is found in the bowls 
published by Pognon, which were found in a cemetery, many of them being 
inscribed “for the cemetery” ( mm). This is the worldwide 

practice of laying the graveyard ghosts. T am inclined to think that dupli- 
cate inscriptions were made out, some for the house and some for the 

18 Devils and Evil Spirits of Babylonia, ii, 124. 

19 I must leave it open whether the phrase in B. Me$. 29b (— Hull. 84b), ND5 

pti’B'i xVi ptsnm (the last word is variously spelt), is a reference to out 

magical art ; it could be translated “the cup of the sorcerers and not the cup of 
those who break sorcery," i. e. of bowls used for malicious (cf. § 12) or for 
preventive magic. Tanhuma makes the second cup mean an ill-prepared brew which 
is ground for divorce; see Levy, Hwb., iv, I5ta. 

Denkschriften, xlii, 2, p. 66 . 

- 1 Was there a duplicate buried in the house? 

M Jastrow, Religion Babyloniens u. Assyrians, i, 377 , where the full translation 
is given. 

* s E. g. Tallquist, Maqlu, p. 93,’ !. 10; Thompson, Devils, ii, 123- 
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graveyard; this would explain the reference to the four corners of the 
house in Pognon, nos. i, 2, etc. None of the Nippur bowls are so marked. 
Wohlstein’s bowl no. 2417 is a detailed exorcism of ghosts. 

But Nos. 13 and 28 pass from prophylactic to aggressive magic; they 
are love charms such as we meet in an early age only in the Greek world. 

I leave their consideration to the commentary, and only note here that a 
love charm is as much a /camW/wc or dcfixio, to use the words of classical 
magic, as a ban of evil spirits. It is interesting to note that the Greek 
charms for de fixing a rival in the circus or a lover were often buried in 
cemeteries, for the powers of evil were in any case invoked/ 1 

The bowl itself is called simply, ND 3 or **D 13 , also occasionally njPDp 
amulet == applied secondarily to a phylactery that is not sus- 

pended or worn (■/ y»p)/ 3 For other terms applied to it as a magical 
instrument, see § 11. 

The tradition of this species of bowl-magic has lasted down into Islam, 
to fairly modern times. In his Monumens arabes, persans et turcs, Paris, 
1828, Reinaud has given (ii, 337 ff.) a careful description of several Arabic 
magical bowls of brass and glass, contained at his day in private French 
collections and at the Vatican. They are talismans (to quote one of the 
bowls) against snakes, scorpions and dogs, against fever, pangs of child- 
birth and maladies of nursing, enteric diseases, sorcery and dysentery/ 8 
They are introduced “in the name of the merciful and compassionate God” 
(cf. the similar formula in our texts, e. g. 3: 1 and note), and are elaborately 
provided with quotations from the Koran and with references to holy 
legend and the power of God (cf. § 11). One reference indicates that 
they were inscribed at the propitious astrological moment, cf. below, § n. 

This is the only literary reference to bowls of this character I have 
been able to discover. In the possession of the lion. Mayer Sulzberger of 
Philadelphia is a small, finely engraved brass bowl, with Koran quotations 
in Nashki. The text has been translated by Dr. B. B. Charles, Fellow of 

E. g. the Cypriote charms published by Miss L. Macdonald, PSBA, xiii, 159, 
and the Hadrumetum tablet, discussed in No. 28, 

25 See Blau, Das altjudische Zauberwesen, 87, and “Amulet” in Jewish Bncyc. 

20 So in Schwab L, and Q charms against dog-bites, and a reference to scorpions 
is found in Pognon B; see Glossary C, s. v, aipy. 
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the University, who has kindly allowed me to present his rendering, as 
follows : 

“This blessed bowl wards off all poisons, and in it are assembled tried 
virtues ; and it is for the sting of the serpent and the scorpion, for fever, 
for dysentery ( ?), for indigestion, for the mad dog, for stomachache and 
colic, for headache and throbbing, for fever of the liver and spleen, for 
facial contortions, for lack of blood (insufficient blood supply), for 
annulling magic, and for the eye and the sight, and for use in giving to 
drink of water or oil, or for harm to enemies and for poison in the conclave 
of (two) lands, when the imams of the religion and the orthodox caliphs 
are thereon agreed for the advantage of the Muslims.” 

Probably many such phylacteries are to be found in oriental house- 
holds. Evidently the peculiar practice of the inversion of the bowl has 
disappeared; the vessel itself with its magical inscription has become 
“blessed,” an efficient phylactery. But the use of the bowl is doubtless a 
survival of the magic we are discussing. 



§ 9- Th# Exorcists 


The exorcist is in general anonymous ; his personality is lost in his 
professional possession of occult powers which range far above personal 
limitations. By the age of our texts he had long been differentiated from 
the temple priest, or maintained connection with a cult only in out-of-the- 
way shrines or in the new theosophic circles that sprang up in the 
Hellenistic aged A few points however may be noted. 

Several of the Nippur texts 1 2 3 contain magical formulas worked in the 
name of Rabbi Joshua ben Perahia (Syriac, Rab Jesus bar P.), who is 
none other than one of the early Zugoth or Pairs who handed down the 
Tradition from the Great Synagogue to later ages (see to No. 32). 
Whether this magical tradition concerning the venerable Joshua be 
authentic may be dubious;* but the case is illustrative of the tendency in 
magic to appeal to ancient great masters of sorcery, and to use their names 
as though their full powers were possessed. We may compare the many 
references in the magical papyri to such ancient masters, whose spells 
have become the stock in trade of their successors. 4 The assumption of 
these quacks is well illustrated by a Jewish mortuary charm in which the 
magician thus introduces himself: “With the wand of Moses and the plate 
of Aaron and the seal of Solomon and the shield of David and the mitre 

1 For the Babylonian asipu and masmasu, see Zimmern, Beitrage, 91 ; Thompson, 
Semitic Magic, 21. 

2 Nos. 8, 9, 1 7, 32, 33, 34- 

3 For the Talmudic doctors and others who practised “legitimate” magic, see 
Blau, Das altjudische, Zauberwescn, 23. In 34: 2 the sorcerer claims to he a 
“cousin” of Joshua and there is reference to his “house,” i. e. school in 8: 11. 
Compare the inherited magical powers of Choni the Circle-maker, Tacm., 19b, 23. 

4 See the list of such magical authorities in Wessely, Vienna Denkschriften , 
xxxvi, 2, p. 37; cf. xlii, 2, p. 10 (I shall hereafter refer to these volumes simply as 
xxxvi and xlii). Also Apuleius gives a similar list, including Moses, xe, 100,' 1. 10 
(ed. Helm), see Abt, “Die Apologie des Apuleius,” 244, in Dieterich and Wiinsch, 
Religionsgeschichtliche Versuche v. Vorarbeiten, iv, 2. 
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of the chief priest” (I perform this spell) ; B and this Palestinian charm 
has its parallel in our text No. 2: “I Pabak come, clad in iron and fire, 
| vested with garments of Hermes the Logos, and my strength is in him 

\ who created heaven and earth.” In 12 the authority of. Prangin bar 

I Prangin is exercised — some sorcerer of the hazy past, if not a figment of 

| the imagination. c The great Abbahu’ in 1 . 9 is to be explained in the same 

way, if it is not a misunderstanding of a Gnostic term, and so too Bar- 
mestael in 1 . 13, literally the ‘son of the oracle-giver. 5 In some cases, e. g. 

f the latter two and instances in No. 19, it is difficult to decide whether we 
have to do with men or divinities; the line was not drawn between the 
sorcerer and the deity, as in the Hermetic identification of Moses with 
Hermes" and in the lively incident in Acts 14, where the people of Lystra 
deify Barnabas and Paul. 

In one case, the pagan text No. 36, the exorcist presents his commission 
from the deities: “The lord Shamash has sent me against thee, Sina (the 
moon) has sent me, Bel has commanded me, Nannai has said to me. . . 
Nirig has given me power. 55 This is the survival of well known old 
Babylonian formulas, e. g. the Maklu series, i, 1 . 52 ff : 7 “Ann and Antu 

have commissioned me, I am ordered, I go, I am sent, I speak, 

Against the might of my sorcerers Marduk the lord of incantation has 
sent me.” 


I am inclined to think that some of the texts, especially the more 
illiterate ones, were written by lay people. The “word of power 55 had 
become the essential element ( see § 1 1 ) , and like a physician's prescription 
might be copied by anyone, or even invented — for along with the belief 
in sorcery always goes a subconsciousness of its hocus-pocus. For 
instance, No. 2 is a mutual charm in which two men, in the respective 
halves of the text, exercise each his powers for the other. Are they 


s Montgomery, JAOS, 1911, 272. For the identification with Moses cf. the 
Hermetic phrase, ky£> el/u Muvm/t; , Wessely, xxxvi, 129, 1, 109 ff. I also see Dieterich, 
Abraxas , 68, and Reitzenstein, Poimandres, 279. For the Egyptian use, cf. the Harris 
papyrus, “I am Amon, ” Brugsch, Religion u. Mythologie d. alt. Aegypter, 725. Or 
the sorcerer may identify himself with some mighty demon; e. g. GiM., 69a, “I am 
Papi Shila son of Sumka, 55 cf. Blau, op. cit. 83. Also cf. 27: 9 with 2: 6. 

* Dieterich, /. c. 

T Tallquist, p. 37. Cf. the commission of the Old Testament prophets, e. g. Jer. 
i, and the adoption of soothsaying formulas; cf. Num. 24; 4 and Is. 50: 4. 
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professional magicians or not rather laymen who felt they could make a 
stronger defence against the powers of evil by standing shoulder to 
shoulder? The texts are often indited in the first person, e. g. Pognon 24; 
in No. 27 the clients' of No. 7 appear as making the charm, and use the 
form of No. 2. But in general there is a breaking down of the distinction 
between personalities in magic; compare the Babylonian rituals, 111 which 
priest and suppliant appear to fuse in one another. 

In one place Wohlstein calls attention to what appears to be an 
attestation of the incantation, inserted into the middle of the text. The 
obscure passage is: tow pirn ^ ^P- Tt ma ^ be 

translated: “It is correct for it has been written for me (or y = 
we recognize it here.” Cf. the attestations of the scribe in the Babylonian 
magical texts, e. g. the Maklu series. 


§ io. Ti-is Clients 


Most of the inscriptions are of domestic character, being made out 
for a married couple, their children, their house, and their property, cattle, 
etc. Frequently it is the wife and mother who procures the charm, with or 
without reference to the husband. In many of the inscriptions there is 
special intention against the evils that disturb the domestic sexual life. 
And so No. 36 gives an exorcism for the bridal-chamber, No. 24 is a charm 
for the safe delivery of a pregnant woman. The bed-chamber is often 
specified ( TVO). There is frequent reference to the demons that 

slay the unborn babes (e. g. Nos. 36, 37), the charm is often made out for 
the children that shall be, as well as for those that are. It would seem that 
where women are concerned, the greater part of magic has to do with the 
mysteries and maladies of the sexual life. The Lilis and Liliths which 
predominate in the categories of demons are personifications of sexual 
abnormalities. 

At times the idea of the family is extended to a wider scope, so as to 
include a large household; No. 29 is a good example; from the long list of 
male names enumerated, some of them of foreigners, it appears that the 
woman who procured the charm was landlady of a lodging house. On 
the other hand sometimes a single individual feels that a whole bowl is 
necessary for his own maladies; so in the case of the invalid who is the 
client of Schwab’s bowl F. 

As the individuals must be exactly specified we have a rich list of 
names, which is enlarged by the required naming of the mother, more rarely 
the father of the client. 1 In the Rabbinic texts we find the Aramaic names 

1 Shabb. 66b: NWaunao by "all repetitive incantations are in name of the 

mother.” The “sacred” name of a person includes that of his mother with the 
Mandaeans (Brandt. Aland. Religion , 116). The same rule appears in the Greek 
magic; see Wunsch An tike Fluchtafeln (Lietzmann’s Kleine Texte, no. 20), p. 9 for 
examples and literary references. The practice is now attributed to the original 
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familiar in the Talmud, etc., Persian names, probably more xrequem uuu 
the former, and but few typical Jewish names. In the Syriac and Mandate 
texts the names are by a large majority Persian . 2 My texts contain one 
evidently Greek name, tanttpK, Astrobas, and a Christian name, na, 

Martyrofilia ; the former is paralleled in a text of Lidzbarsld’s by tWMTO, 
Timotheos, the latter by wb ‘His-hope-in-Jesus’ m a text of 

Pognon’s. Some of the names of obscure etymology may be of Indian 
origin ; cf . the frequent name Hinduitha. 

The large proportion of Persian names even in the Rabbinic texts 
might lead us to think that the clients were non- Jewish. The argumenl 
is somewhat fallacious as the Jews by no means stickled for their native 
names, in fact seem to have adopted foreign names with great avidity . 8 Anc 
so in one family of nine souls the names are Persian, and only one son bears 
a Jewish name (No. 12). But as we shall have reason to conclude (§ 15) 
the magic of our bowls is so eclectic that even a “Jewish”- Aramaic tex 
does not imply a Jewish exorcist, nor Jewish clients. We have to thinl 
of a clientele partly Jewish, partly non-Jewish, to which the religiou 
affinities of the magic were indifferent. 

But the power of the charms is also extended beyond the actual hous 
and its inmates so as to include the whole property of the client. Not onl 
are house and mansion detailed, but also the cattle and possessions i: 
general ( KTOp). In like manner Greek phylacteries provide a genen 
property insurance, e. g. that the demons “shall not injuie 01 approac 
N. or M. or his house or his vineyards or lands or cattle.”* 


matriarchal condition of society rather than to the elder principle, pater incertus, 
mater certa. Naming o.f the father probably occurs where the mother is unknown;, 
for instances see to 10 : I. 

* See Glossary B; also Pognon, B, p. 97* 

* See Zunz. “Die Natnen d. Juden,” in his Gesammelte Abhandlungen, ii. 

* Reitzenstein, Poimandres, 294; such charms are frequent in the Graeco-Italian 
exorcisms published by Pradel, in Religionsgeschichtliche Versuche u. Vorarbeiten, 
iii, no. 3. For amulets worn by cattle, see Blau, Das altjildische Zauberwesen, 86. 



nagic and even m our comparatively 
a which are suggestive links binding 


the physical operation or praxis, and 
1 term, “the word of power.” 1 They 
the epesu “work” (also kikittu lB ), and 
ly in the magical texts. In the Greek 
ua, npagig, */)«<«; for the incantation 
he word for the operation, and it 
factura, fattura, feitigo (Portuguese), 


terms are found in our magic. The 
v nc»y (cf. 14: 1), nw) is used of 
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Cubbadd ), KTi3j>, NinjJD (ma'bada), occurring frequently in the bowls, and 
in such expressions as :&H 3 y SOI^y (9: 2), and inin T 3 yP NTDy/ 

The spoken Word is represented by Kfl^b, f^b, “words/' etc., also 
technically by smp, once N'PpP ^p A3 16: 10, = the Greek (also 

KsS/oie ) used both in magic arts and also in the Christian liturgy (in 
baptism, eucharist, exorcisms)/ though as we shall see, most of these 
words came to be regarded as part of black magic and were avoided by 
our exorcists. The incantation as written is called a NJTTrD and by the 
unique word dastabira? and also a NH, “mystery/'’ 3:1/ 

A very large number of terms is used to express different practices 
and nuances of magic, but most of them only in the lists of dreaded black 
magic (see § 12), and hence they are avoided by our exorcists. 6 * 8 9 10 11 The 
exorcist gives himself none of the technical names, e. g. from the roots 
ppD, spa ; he speaks of his NTpy, but fcmyb is avoided. His adjuration 
is a arrbib, the Babylonian mamitu, “ban,” and he employs the correspond- 
ing verb anbib ; a more frequent equivalent is jbP , Af el. Once he uses 
the root : Nb'p aap’aa tMBnro, 2: 3. But his favorite terminology for 
his own practice is derived from PDK, “bind/’ exactly equivalent to the 
Greek naraMv, Latin defigere; the charm is an aiD’a, aniD^a . Also the 
synonymous roots are used less frequently : “TP, “ibp, ID 1 ', iDb, “VSb, naa, “inn. 
The last root is used of magical practices in this sense in the Old Testa- 
ment/ 0 where also the obscure ninoa, Eac. 13: 18, is probably from a 
Babylonian root of like import/* In the Babylonian the “binding” power 
of magic is as prominent as in the western magic; I cite such passages as 

6 For p-.tsya and the Syriac use see Noldeke, Z. f. d. ICeils.-forsch ., iii, 296, and 
Frankel, ZA, ix, 308. A frequent attributive is 

0 After summing up the various terras used for exorcism Heitmuller concludes, 
in his "Itn Namen Jesu” p. 212 : “Der Ausdruck nar’ e^ox^v ist snucaleia-d-at to bvo/xa. 
Our word NM'Pp is the liturgical equivalent in the Syriac for epiklesis. 

* See 32: 4, and Kent’s discussion in JAOS, 1911, 359. 

8 The original use of this word (== re/lw/ ) appears in its designation of black 
, arts; see § 12. ■ 

8 Of. the modern fine distinctions between magic, sorcery, witchcraft, etc. 

10 See Davies, Magic Divination and Demonology, 55, as against W. R. Smith’s 
view in Journ. of Philology, xiv, 123, 

11 Friedr. Delitzsch, in Baer and Delitzsch’ text, p. xiii. 
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the Maklu-serles iv, 1. 9; vii, 66, in which this idea is expressed by several 
synonymous verbs. 

The roots baa, Pa., “annul,” "in, “prohibit,” Din, “be in taboo,” net' 
lay under ban,”" frequently appear. Also DJin, Peal and Pael, is frequent 
with the sense of sealing the demons with the magic word or device 
engraved on a seal — often with explicit mention of Solomon’s Seal ; hence 
the reference to the 70 seals of Solomon (Hyv.), or the seal of the house 
of Enoch, 19: 17, the seals of the angels of the Most High (Iiyv.). 13 Our 
magicians will work only white magic, and their whole effort is for the 
NniDN , u salus of their clients. 16 The great magician Joshua b. Perahia is 
an Km K'DN, “great healer,” 17: 12 = 34: 2. In this prophylactic nature 
of the magic, our texts differ favorably from the western mrufka/un and 
defixiones . The incantations largely consist in the monotonous repetitions 
of these equivalent roots. 

As to the praxis of our magic we have little information additional 
to that presented in § 8. 18 From PognonY texts we learn that the bowl 
was a new one (B. no. 24) and that the sorcerer sat Upon an uncleft rock, 
a survival of primitive religion." 

The rude figures and designs which can hardly be said to adorn the 
bowls are part of the praxis. They come down from the earlier and more 
realistic age when gods and demons were represented by simulacra and 
in this wise were manipulated so as to do the sorcerer’s will. 18 Most of the 

12 Stiibe explains the equivalent '"Hints' in his text as denominative from ’is'itt' 
the horn of excommunication. 

38 For sealing as equivalent to placing the magical name on the object, see Heit- 
miiller, op. cit, 143, 249, etc. . 

34 The charm itself is called an NfilDN. — Cf. the New Testament oafciv. amijpla 
is used in the papyri, e. g. Wessely, xlii, 31, 1 . 341. 

18 This includes their defence, RJVroo, and supernatural arming Rnm (cf. “the 
panoply of God,” Eph. 6: 13), and involves the breaking of counter charms and 
wiles of the; devils: "ip?, NIC, "]BR, “p 3 , “ibb, * i»a , etc, ; &m , “lay a spirit” ; BS 3 , etc. . 
In the Talmud W6 is the technical opposite to *1D«; Blau, op. cit,, 157. 

18 In No. 12 is a bit of rubric for forming a figure of an angel; see the com- 
mentary. And probably at end of No. 13 occurs an aphrodisiac recipe. 

3T Cf. the unhewn altar, Ex. 20: 25, and for the primitive aversion to iron, see 
El worthy, The Evil Eye, 220 ff, •••• 

18 Budge describes how as far back as the third millennium in Egypt pictures 
came to be used in place of material objects in the magic of the dead (op. cit., ro 7), 
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figures represent the demons, • generally as bound and hobbled — i. e. bun, 
TDK , etc., to use the words of the incantation. 19 Especially the liliths are 
so represented, e. g. No. 8, but also there are masculine figures like the 
military-looking demon, in Persian style, of No. 3. Some of the gruesome 
caterpillar-like designs are intended to “raise the hair” as did the demons 
of elder Babylonia. 89 

In one specimen, No. 15, the figure is the design of the serpent with 
its tail in its mouth. This is surely of Egyptian origin, doubtless through a 
Hellenistic medium. Such a figure is described in the “Book of Apep,” of 
Ptolemaic compilation, 81 and prescriptions for drawing this magical figure 
are found in the Greek papyri. 88 Very common— -so in the Syriac bowls — 
is a circle with a cross in it; or the circle is divided into segments with a 
cross in each. These signs probably represent the magical seal. There 
also occur rough rectangular figures divided into compartments, represent- 
ing the walls of protection which magic casts about the client. 23 Wessely 
gives a facsimile of such a magical design: 84 a square within a square, the 
former being divided into three compartments; I suppose after the plan of 
a double- walled and many-chambered castle, indicating the protective char- 
acter of the charm. 

In one case, no. 8835, a cross-shaped figure may represent a dagger, 
and so indicate one of the magical forms of defixio or fastening down of 
the evil spirits, 85 


w Cf. the operation performed on the figure of the Labartu, Myhrman, op. tit., 
150. For Palestine, see the figurettes found in the Seleucidan debris of Tell Sanda- 
hannah, in Bliss and Macalister, Excavations in Palestine, 154. For Egyptian usage, 
e. g. Budge, op. tit., 83. 

20 See the description in Myhrman, p. 148 ; also the seven evil Utukki, Thompson, 
Devils, tablet 16, and ii, p. 149. 

21 Budge, op. tit., 79, 83. • 

22 Wessely, xlii, 39 f., 69. The like design appears in a bowl depicted by 

Hilprecht, Explorations, opposite p. 447. Within the circle so formed are a number 
of magical figures, the most elaborate that appear in the bowls. The specimen is 
presumably at Constantinople. • 

88 For similar sympathetic magic in old Babylonia, see Jastrow, op. tit., i, 303. 

24 Ibid. 64. 

25 Pauly-Wissowa, Real-Encyc., “Defixio,” col. 2373 ; Thompson, Sem. Magic, 
17. For modern instances of this kind of sorcery, see Elworthy, The Evil Eye, 53. 
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In No. 4 it is evidently the sorcerer who is depicted, waving in his 
hand a magic bough. This is the use we find in Babylonian magic, in 
which a branch of the datepalm or tamarisk was held aloft to repel the 
demons. 28 

One detail of universal magic appears in the praxis of our bowls : the 
assumption of a suitable season for the exorcism. So 6: 5: “this day out 
of all months, this year out of all years” ; cf. the mutilated (and probably 
misunderstood) form of this formula in 17: 1. In Wohlstein 2422 a day 
is given : “If you come on the first of Nisan, go away,” etc. Nisan 1 was 
an auspicious day for expelling demons;” this was probably due to the 
belief that the great turning points of the year, the solstices and equinoxes 
were times of supernatural determinations of human fate, when responsive 
action on the part of man was especially effective; in the Babylonian 
calendar Nisan 1 was the day of Destinies, the Jewish New Year’s day in 
Tishri has the same character, and compare the magic time of midsummer 
night and the Christmas season in more modern superstition. 28 In old 
Babylonia certain days were propitious for exorcism, and they are listed, 
as personified, in a Surpu text, among them the 7th, 15th, 19th, 20th, 25th, 
30th, of the month. 29 We have fuller information of this notion from Egypt; 
papyri are preserved giving all the days in the year according to their 
character as propitious or unpropitious for magical rites. 80 The same use 
of seasons appears in the Hellenistic papyri, those continuators of 
Egyptian magic. Among ; the numerous passages I note the following : 
kviavrovg kviavrav, fri/vag kg pijvuv, fakpa f f/pepuv, &pag eg upav, bpKi^u iravrag rov{ 

28 Thompson, Devils, p. xlix, and instances pp. 23, in, * 97 * Compare the 
religious use of the baregma, a hunch of datepalm, pomegranate or tamarisk, in the 
Persian religion ; Spiegel , Branische Alterthiimer, iii, $ 71 - Thompson in his note 
draws attention to our design. 

27 Wohlstein, p. 399 , with references. 

28 See Carl Schmidt, Aberglaube des Mittelalters, 1884, 205 fh (on Die Tage- 
wahlerei) . 

28 Zimmern, tablet viii, 24 ft*. Cf. the exorcism of a demon at full moon, in 
Lucian, Philopseudes, 16. 

30 Budge, op. cit., 224 ff . ; Gods of the Egyptians , ii, c. xix, for lists of the deities 
of times and seasons. The earliest appearance of this system among the Jews is 
the angelic calendar system in Enoch , 82. 
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Saiftovag 81 This is exactly the equivalent of the passage cited above, 6:5: KDP 
pn to-nyi pnha'o Kin snen tit pibiTO pin kitti 'dv firtoo pm 
■OTjj Jin^iTD, and there can be no reasonable doubt that we have here the 
reminiscence of the Hellenistic formula. So again in the papyri : ev ry 
a/'/fispov r/fiFpa, h ry apn bpa.** At least the later magical calendar is connected 
with astrology; one Greek exorcism adjures “by the God who has the 
power of the hour.” 38 These references to an appropriate magical time are 
in our texts however quite conventional ; we may judge that no horoscopes 
were cast by our sorcerers. 

But the praxis is a minor part of the bowl-magic. In this it differs 
from the Babylonian in which the praxis was primary, the texts being 
illuminative of the action. The reasons for this shifting of the center of 
gravity I shall touch upon in §15. In the bowls the incantation, the spell, 
is almost the all in all. It consisted in the utterance or writing of certain 
phrases, words, syllables, which possessed in themselves a magic power 
to bind equally the favorable powers and the demons. 84 This use of spells 
has gone so far that magic appears to have divorced itself from religion; 
the inversion of the bowl and the monotonously repeated declaration that 
the demons are “bound, sealed, countersealed, exorcised, hobbled, silenced,” 
etc., e. g. Nos. 2, 4, is in itself sufficient, without invocation of, or reference 
to, the divine powers. 

Generally however appears the formal adjuration of Deity or of 
deities and other favorable genii, the invocation of their name securing 
their assistance. 85 This may be specifically the Jewish deity, e. g. No. 14, 

41 Wessely, xxxvi, 53, 1 . 341 ff. My colleague Professor Heffern sagaciously 
notes the illumination thus cast upon the difficult reference in Rev. 9 : 15 to the 
angels appointed for an hour, day, month, year ; the verse is reminiscent of magical 
phraseology. Note also the phrase, “in a good hour and a good and auspicious 
day,” in the Paris Magical Papyrus, 1 . 3000 (given by Deissmann, Light from the 
Ancient East, 251, 255). 

83 Wessely, xxxvi, 92, 1 . 1932 ff. = xlii, 42, 1. 665 ff. N. B. the like stress laid 
upon “this day” in the Babylonian exorcisms, e. g. Surpu-series, iv, 1 . 65. 

88 Wtinsch, Antike Fluchtafeln, no. 3, 1 . 20. 

84 The conscious manipulation of words, phrases, pronunciations to extract their 
magical sense, appears in 9: 5 = 32: 6. 

85 Even as in earlier times the images of the gods were used; e. g. Fossey, La 
magie assyrienne, 315.— The magical value of the use of the name in religious rites 


J. A. MONTGOMERY — ARAMAIC INCANTATION TEXTS. 57 

in thy name Yhwii”; or it may. be quite indefinite as in the recurrent 
introductory formula, “In thy name, O Lord of healings, great Healer of 
love”; the same form also appears in the pagan text No. 19. I discuss 
under No. 3 the origin of the phrase. 

There is nothing new in the adjuration of many angels 30 or deities 
along with the appeal to some one Name;® 7 the former is the Jewish phase 
of polytheism, while even with polytheistic adjurations there may be 
recognition of “God,” as in the pagan text No. 19 with its reference to “the 
one true God,” 1. 17. Noticeable is the easy passage from the invocation 
of celestial beings into that of mere names or words; but this illustrates 
the arrant nominalism into which magic had fallen, losing the religious 
phase of divine personality. So Abraxas is invoked — though probably here 
we have a very ancient divine name, inherited from Egypt. 88 Of this “the 
holy Agrabis” may be a perversion, 14 : 2. In 7: 9, as noted in § 9, “the 
Great Abbahu” may be a magically deified sorcerer. 80 Many of the odd 
names which are invoked may be kabbalistic (gematriac, etc.) names of 
angels or gods (see § 13) . They may soon have worn down into unintel- 
ligible words — just as a ppas-dg — 365 becomes D'O'-DN (and other forms) 
without reminiscence of the numerical value of the letters. 80 We have the 

has been established in late years by a series of discussions from scholars working 
in various fields. I name: K. Nyrop, Navnets magt (“the power, of the name”), 
1887, noted and analyzed by Giesebrecht (see below) ; F. v. Andrian in Corre- 
spondensblatt d. deutsch. Gesellschaft f. Anthropologic, Bthnologie u. Urgeschichte, 
xxvii (1896), 109- 1 27 ; F. Giesebrecht, Die alttestamcntliche Schatsung des Gottes- 
namcns u. ihre religionsgcscbichtliche Grundlage, Konigsberg, 1901 ; W. Heitmuller, 
‘In Namen Jesuf Gottingen, 1903 (especially Part II). Of. also, on the use of the 
name, Jacob, "Im Namen Gottis” Vierteljahrsschrift f. Bibelkundc, i (1903). Heft 
1 seq. (which I have not seen in full) ; J. Boehmer, Das biblische Im N amen / 
Giessen, 1898. (on the philological origins of the baptism formula) ; and an essay 
by W. Brandt, “'Ovofia en de doopsformule in het nieuwe testament,” Theal. Tijd~ 
schrift, 1891. 

38 For the adjuration of angels in Judaism, see Heitmuller, op. cit,, 176 ff. 

37 See §13. 

38 According to Budge, Egyptian Magic, 180, originally the name of a form of 
the sungod; according to Wiedemann, Magie u. Zauberei (D. Alte Orient, vii, 4), p. 
23, the Egyptians from of old worshipped as god “the Magical Formula.” 

80 Cf. the early and frequent use of the name Jesus in the papyri magic ; and cf. 
Acts 19: 13. For Jesus as a sorcerer in the Talmud, see Blau. op. cit. 29. 

40 See Pognon, User, mand., 10 7. In 34 : 19 he is “mighty lord.” 
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same unintelligent invocation of names in the magical papyri, e. g. the 
exorcism “in the name of Abraham, Isaac, Jacob, Jesus Chrestos, Holy 
Spirit . 5 ’ 41 This is not Jewish magic, any more than we can say that the 
erotic charm from Hadrumetum is Jewish in its present form with its 
barbarous spellings for the patriarchs: Afipaav, Imov, lapaag . 42 These are 
specimens of eclectic magic with pagan and Jewish elements, overlaid 
with Christian . 43 It is in this eclectic character of our texts, as in all so- 
called Jewish magic, that they part company from the old Babylonian magic 
and relate themselves to occidental conjuration. 

The invocation of angelic names in Jewish magic may be regarded as 
in part the parallel to the pagan invocation of many deities, and in part 
as invocation of the infinite (personified) phases and energies of the one 
God . 44 Both Jewish and pagan magic agreed in requiring the accumulation 
of as many names of the deity or demon as possible, for fear lest no one 
name exhaust the potentiality of the spiritual being conjured. The aggre- 
gation of divine epithets in the Old Testament, as also in the Christian 
liturgy, goes back to the root-idea of the efficiency of a knowledge of all 
the names if possible; the fifty names of Marduk, the hundred names of 
Allah, are similar cases. In the Babylonian magic 45 and also in the 
Egyptian 46 this practice was established. For Hellenic magic may be cited 
the many names of Hekate, the Myoi ettar'iiaoi , 47 In this accumulation 

41 Wessely, xxxvi, 75, 1 . 1227. Cf. the list of invocations in a “Christian” amulet : 
Adonai, Thodonael (~ Toth -f- Adonael), Sabaoth, Emanuel, the holy angels, etc. 
(Reitzenstein, Poimandres, 293). 

48 For the text and literature see to No. 28. 

48 I suppose the formula read originally: “in the name of the God of Abraham,” 
etc. See Heitmuller, op. cit ., p. 180 for the invocation of the patriarchs, etc. Origen 
(c. Cels, iv, 35) appears to admit its efficacy. 

44 Cf. the Gaonic maxim that there are many things in which the angels are 
independent of God, Blau, op. cit, 92; with which contrast the notion of the ephe- 
meral existence of the angels who proceed from the Dinur of God; Weber, Jud. 
Theologie, 166, Eisemnenger, Bntdecktes Judenthum, ii, 371 — all but Michael and 
Gabriel according to a dictum of Bereshith R. (Lueken, Michael, 39). For the 
equivalent efficiency of divine and angelic names see the magical text, The Sword of 
Moses, published by Caster, 1896, 

48 Jastrow, Religion Babylonians u. Assyrians, i, 291. 

4 “ Budge, op. cit., 171, f 

47 Wiinsch. Ant. Pluchtafeln, 6. 
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of divine names there lurks the uncertainty whether they are names of 
one being, or, as so many potencies, names of as many beings. This con- 
fusion appears in the parallel texts under No. n, where the second 
(Myhrman’s text) turns the three names of the Jewish God in the first 
into a polytheistic trinity. But except in the case of accumulated magical 
syllables, the “barbarous names” of Greek magic, the Deity is not in our 
texts given many names; this is due to the fact that the reference to the 
Deity is not much more than a passing compliment. However the names 
of the demons must be exactly known, and especially is it the Lilith who 
receives an extravagant accumulation of designations ; she is akin to Iiekate 
and the “Hekatian names” are showered upon her. For the demoniac 
names I refer to § 12. 

The use of so-called kabbalistic names — letters, 48 syllables, phrases — 1 
as potent charms, may next claim our attention. The roots of this usage 
are many, and the origin or etymology of specific cases mostly defy 
explanation. The practice is rare in Babylonian magic, 49 but is common 
in the sorcery of ancient Egypt 80 and in its lineal descendant the Hellenistic 
magic, 81 and hence it was reflected to the Jewish sorcery, the Talmud 
abundantly illustrating the use of these barbarica onomata .**• One primitive 
source of this usage is the mystery which is thrown about magic rites ; “the 
wizards that squeak and gibber” (Is. 8: 19) are universal; the Babylonian 
priest generally whispered his formulas (cf. the title masmasu ) ; the solemn 
parts of Christian rites have likewise tended to inaudible pronounciation. 
There exists a tendency toward intentional obscuration of the formulae, 
which by psychological necessity would tend to even greater corruption. 
But magic is in its purpose a scientific exercise, and we must suppose that 
in general something intelligible was once expressed by the now unintelligi- 

■*' For the mysticism connected with letters see Dieter ich’s interesting discussion, 
Rhein. Mus., lvi, 77, “ABC — Denkmaler.” 

<0 A case in Myhrman, ZA, xvi, 188 (cf. Jastrow, i, 339), for the text of which 
see 15: 4. . 

50 Budge, op. cit., c. 5, e. g. p. 172. 

61 See Heitmiiller, op. cit. 197 ff . ; Abt, Apulems, 152. For the Bphesia grammata, 
see Kuhnert, in Pauly- Wissowa, j. v. (the papers of Welcker in his Kleine 
Schriften, iii, and of Wessely in Program of the Franz Joseph Gymn., Vienna, 1886, 
I have not seen). 

" 3 Blau, op. cit 61 f. ; Grtinbaum, ZDMG , xxxi, 269 f. 
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ble term. Much of the later nonsense was the survival of phrases of the 
lost tongue in which the charms had their rise. 53 Such a part may have 
been played by Sumerian phrases in later Babylonia, and the great western 
sorcerer Apuleius recognizes the origins of his magical lingo as magic a 
nomina Aegyptio vel Babyloniaco rituf* and the Hellenistic sorcerer is 

Said to alyvTTTia^eiv. 

Some of the phrases are still intelligible, such as £’in, “quick” (off with 
you), with abundant parallels in the Babylonian and the Greek magic (the 
repeated roxb) ” also brief imperatives, as J?T, nr, or nr, from yyt, etc., 
“fly away.” But the great majority of the forms are unintelligible. It is 
to be observed that raucous sounds, e. g. pp (kas) and especially sibilants 
are very frequent; in Pognon’s texts W ( sh ) is often inserted between 
words. 59 May we compare the hissing implied by the ancient Hebrew 
sorcery terms, and K’ru ? 

Many such syllables or letters are surrogates for the divine name nin\ 
which especially lent itself to this treatment.” So we find the changes rung 
on this word: nvmv in\ nj/nx , etc. Or abbreviations are used like 
the repeated K, = dTiins urns ; 58 in 20 : 2 it is extravagantly repeated six 
times, in 31 : 8 eight times. In imnN', 31: 6, we have a play on the three 
vowels as in Greek magic. 

Then there enters in the use of the principle of Athbash, in all its 
various forms, e. g. (Stiibe, 1 . 66) = nirp . Such prima facie 
unintelligible forms themselves became corrupted in course of time ; perhaps 
MS MS, PS PS, 14: 2, are from the former theme. Probably too the 

® See Deissmann’s remarks on the distinction between hocus-pocus and survivals 
of Egyptian and Babylonian magic. in the vocabulary of the papyri; Bibelstudien , i ff. 

84 Abt, Apuleius, 152. : / 

55 See to 14: 4. . 

88 In our texts cf. 1: 13, 3: 5, 14: 2, 25: 5, 29: 10. 

81 For extensive magical formulas based on the Name, see Nos. 3, 6, 31, 35. I 
give a list of these terms at the end of Glossary A. 

68 Cf. the introduction to Schwab’s Dictionmire d'angelologie; Blau, op.cit., 117-146. 
Against Jewish orthodox use, our texts do not hesitate to write nw; cf. the Samar- 
itan usage. In one cage it is vocalized in a proper name, n»asit 3 *n:i| 36: 4, q. v. The 
reminiscence of the ancient pronunciation survived in the lower classes and certain 
sects, e. g. among the Samaritans, and in magic, cf, the forms la#, etc. 
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principle of (mathematical) gematria may be supposed, B ® of old standing 
in Judaism, but also found in the theosophy and current use of the 
Gieelcs. The passage in 9: 5 f. which speaks of “letter out of letters, 
name out of names, interpretation out of interpretation,” doubtless refers 
to the abstraction of such hidden meanings and values out of words. 

In one case, 15: 4 f., occurs a rhyming “nonsense” couplet used with 
magical intention. For this as noticed to the passage there is one example 
in the Assyrian magic. Assonance of succeeding words is found, e. g. 
35 : 5 >* Both assonance and rhyme are found in the western magic; e. g, 
adam alcim betur alam botum and 

op-9 0) flavfiu var/pt mbjpe 

fivw/pe avpe avpoe navKirr-i/ 6uihi<aKtar>/. sl 

Rhyme appears in the lines : 

tovto ypatyf. : e’/f 65 Ovpti/A, 

Mixai/X TaflpiqX, Obpiffi, 

Mtaa/j?.-, ’lppai/%, ’Iarpar/?.. m 

I do not find much proof of intentional misspelling ; most of the 
apparent cases are cleared up on inspection of the text. In fact a good 
deal of care is exercised in this regard (n. b. a case in 4: 4), and erroneous 
letters or words are often erased or repeated correctly; in form most of 
the texts compare favorably with the magical papyri. 

m Schwab, I ; a case in No. 42. 

60 Found by ancient tradition in Eliezer = 318; cf. Gen. 15: 2 and 14: 14. 

01 Deissniann, Light from the - Ancient BaSt, 2ys 1 Witnsch, op. cit, 23. 

62 The Talmudic shabriri briri riri ri is different in character; the gradual 
peeling off of the word finally destroys the demon. 

63 See Wesselv, xlii, 13, from Marcellus, xxviii, 72. 

04 Wessely, xlii, 45, 1 . 747, = 1 . 964. 

9S This identification of the angels recalls the assimilation of the gods in the 
famous Babylonian passage; “Ninib the Marduk of strength, Nergal the Marduk of 
battles,” and similar astrological identifications; see A. Jereraias, Monotheistische 
Stromungen , 26. 

Wessely, xxxvi, 90, 1 . 1814 ff. For assonance and rhyme in Greek magic, see 
Heim, in Fleckeisen’s Jahrbiicher f. classkche Philologie, Supplementband xix (1903). 
544 ff. ; M. C. Sutphen, “Magic in Theokritos and Vergil,” in the Studies in Honor 
of B. L. Gildersleeve (Baltimore, 1902), 318; Abt, Apologie d. Apuleius, 154. For 
similar cases in our texts see 19: 18, 25: 5, 35: 5. 
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An important part of the Word of Power in developed magic is the 
use of sacred scriptures, the epics, legends of the people, and the citation 
of appropriate precedents. Babylonian, Egyptian, Jew, Greek, each had 
his thesaurus of sacred legend, which age had consecrated as veritable 
words of Deity and hence in themselves potent. 87 These are “the ancient 
runes,” K'Kttp of 32: 9. 68 

Early house amulets have been found in Assyria inscribed with 
quotations from the legend of Ura the pest-god; 89 and there are other traces 
of the use of epic myth in the Babylonian magic. 70 In the same way that 
portion of the Book of the Dead known as “The Chapters of the Coming 
Forth of the Day,” largely consisting of myth, and the Legend of Ra and 
Isis, were used in Egypt as magical texts. 71 In the Greek magic we have 
the prophylactic and divinatory use of the Homeric verses. 72 Nor were 
the Jews behind their neighbors, with their fast fixed canon of sacred 
scripture. The book of Deuteronomy ordered or at least suggested the 
use of the weightiest “word” in the scriptures, the Shema, as a phylactery 
to be inscribed on the hands and between the eyes (in place of totemistic 
tattoo-marks) 78 and on the sideposts and gates of the house (where earlier 
prophylactic amulets like the Babylonian had hung). Or certain passages 
appeared palpably appropriate, just as the Ura-legend was used as a pro- 
phylactic ; so Ps. 91, especially v. 5 f. ; or the divine scolding of the evil 
spirit, “Yhwh rebuke thee, Satan,” in Zech. 3: 2. A few of the bowls 
published by Schwab, G (exterior), 74 H, K, O, are mostly or largely 

61 Cf. /*. 55 : n. 

68 For cf. enuSai , carmina, incantamenta, etc. of occidental magic. Cf . the 
use of the same root in Arabic; ‘W in /w.,5: 12 has this sense. 

80 King, ZA, xi, 50; Fossey, op. cit., 105; jastrow, op. cit. i, 285; Thompson, Sent. 
Magic, 83. 

70 Jastrow, op. cit, i, 363. •••,• 

71 Budge, op. cit. 125, 137, and p. 141 for remarks on this magic. 

73 See Heim, “Incantamenta magica graeca latina,” in Fleckeisen’s Jahrbiicher, 
as in n. 66 and Wessely, xlii, 2 ft. 

78 Cf. Ese. 9: 4, Is. 44: s, Gal. 6; 17, Rev. 13: 16 f., etc. The practice was con- 
tinued into Talmudic times, Sabb. 120b, etc.; see Blau, op. cit., no. 
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composed of scripture verses. 75 We find in them the Aaronic blessing, 
Num. 6: 24 ff., Is. 44: 25, Cant. 3: 7; K contains the whole of Ps. 121, 
Ex. 22: 18, Cant. 3: 7 f., Ps. 16: 1, 17: 8, 32: 7. O is an amalgam of Dt. 
6: 4 and Pr. 91, with the first word of the former followed by the first of 
the latter, etc. G reads Dt. 29: 22 and then reverses the order of the 
words. But these genuinely Jewish effusions are exceptional, and may be 
comparatively late. The Nippur bowls are marked by their lack of 
scriptural quotation and reference. Very frequent is “The Lord rebuke 
thee, Satan, 3 ’ 77 at the end of the inscription. No. 26 opens with the first 
words of the Shema, followed by Num. 9: 23 and Zcch. 3:2. Num. 9 ; 23 
is of value as containing the root W, a frequent and potent theme in 
Jewish magic. Biblical and of good magical tradition is the use of Amen 
(generally twice or thrice repeated), Selah,” Halleluia. These are also 
used in Talmudic charms, e. g. Yoma 84a: “kanti, kanti, kaloros, Yah, Yah, 
Yhwh, Sabaoth, Amen, Amen, Selah. 33 The magical Halleluia recalls the 
probable use of Hallel-like forms in incantations. 79 These Jewish terms 
are not found in the Mandaic texts, in which the sectarian doxology, “Life 
is victorious 33 replaces them. In the Greek papyri and aM&ovia are 
frequent, 80 and we have a case of syncretism such as this : <pop)r&ivTu -b a/j.?)v ml 

to aA?x?.ouia ml rd evayyi^iov . 81 

But this use of scripture is not such as we should expect to find from 
any Jew even moderately versed in the Old Testament. The spelling is 

75 For biblical verses of prophylactic power approved by the Talmud, see Blau, 
op. cit.j 70 f., 93 f., and bis article “Amulets,” in Jewish Bncyc.; also Kayser, “Gebrauch 
von Psalmen zu Zauberei,” ZD MG, xlii, 456, presenting a Syriac MS. containing 
the Psalm verses Useful in magic and divination. For the use of Psalms (especially 
Ps. 91) in the late Italian magic, see Pradel, Griechische w. siiditalienische Gehete, 69. 

78 On this practice in Jewish magic, called jriBtt, see Blau, op. cit., 85 ; the practice 
reversed the hostile charm. With the attempt at disguising the plain meaning, cf. 
the intentional confusion of lines in a Greek defixio, published in Wiinsch, Antike 
Fluchtafeln, no. 4. ■ . - 

77 A formula recommended in the Talmud, Berak. 5a. 

;'V U 8 This magical use of Selah is not, I think, noticed in the several modern studies 
of the word. It appears also as 2a/ta on an Abraxas gem, Diet, d’archeologie 
chretienne, i, 144. 

79 Cf. Blau, op. cit., 94 f. 

" E. g., both together, Wessely, xlii, 28, 1 . 279. 

91 lb. 66, 1. 31. 
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not Massoretic, the quotations are not exact. 82 There are but two references 
to the supreme history of the Exodus, 14: 2, 34: 4, and the latter is 
confused. In the Greek papyri there is far more citation of the sacred 
history; cf. the “Jewish” text of the Great Magical Papyrus at Paris, pub- 
lished most recently by Deissmann. 88 This contains a brief summary of 
God’s great acts for Israel, although the crossing of the Jordan precedes 
the passage of the Red Sea. 84 The “Judaism” of our bowls is often less 
than that of the papyri. 85 

There are several references to ancient myth and apocrypha, especially 
in the citation of great spells. So 2: 4, “the spell of the sea and the spell 
of the monster Leviathan”; 1 . 6, “the curse, etc., which fell on Mt. Hennon, 
Leviathan, Sodom, Gomorra”; 4: 4, “the seal with which were charmed 
the Seven Stars and the Seven Signs”; 10: 3, 5, “the seal with which the 
First Adam sealed his son Seth,” or “with which Noah sealed the ark” ; 88 
also -see 34 : 4 f. 

All sacred and legendary history is a series of spells, just as the 
Babylonian epic literature is magically used, Ea or Marduk appearing as 
the high priest of exorcism. So also in Egypt the epic of the gods gives 
assurance of present magical help. “My two hands lie upon this child, the 
two hands of Isis lie upon him, even as Isis laid her two hands upon her 
son Horns.” “O Isis, save me .... even as thou didst save thy son 
Horus.” 87 And so in the Greek papyri the adjuration is often by the won- 
derful works of the God of Israel, which are regarded as spells; see the 
great Magical Papyrus. 

83 I cannot agree with Blau, p. no, that this paraphrasing and variation in 
scriptural quotation was intentional; magic which perpetuated the pronunciation of 
the Great Name would not have hesitated at using the exact words of scripture. 
The quotations have often come through eclectic mediums. 

88 .Light from the Ancient Bast, 250 If. 

84 Cf. the Talmudic charm against the toothache, Sabb. 67 a, in which portions 
of the pericope of the Bush were recited; Blau, op. cit., 69. 

85 “Man kann den Aberglauben der Kaiserzeit nicht in die verschiedenen 

Kategorieen heidnisch judisch und christlich. einteilen Der Aberglaube ist 

seiner Natur nach synkretistisch” ; Deissmann, Bibelstudien, 25. 

80 Cf. “the seal which Solomon laid on the tongue of Jeremia,” in the great 
Magical Papyrus, 1. 3039, Deissmann, Light, p. 257; which has its parallel in the charm 
with which Enoch’s brothers charmed him, 3: 4. 

87 Wiedemann, Magie u. Zauberei bei den alien Aegyptern, 1905, 22, 26. 
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In this connection may be noted a few passages which appear to be 
derived from apocryphal or kabbalistic literature, fragments snatched to 
decorate the lean skeleton of incantation. E. g. 8: 13: “holy angels, hosts 
of light in the spheres, the chariots of El-Panim before Him standing, the 
beasts worshipping in the fire of His throne and in the water, the cohorts 
of I-am-thatT-am” ; 14: 3: “I adjure you by Him who lodged His Shekina 
in the temple of light and hail”; or the poetic description of the angels in 
12: 7: “They are filled with glory who endure and keep pure since the 
days of eternity, and their feet are not seen in the dances by the world, 
and they sit and stand in their place, blowing like the blast, lightening like 
the lightning.” — beneficent Annunaki ! These passages, reminiscent both 
of the Apocalypse and the later kabbalistic literature, are recited with 
magical intent. 88 An important part of magic was the epic of the god 
and the praise of his glory; compare the insertion of the Hermetic Koafiozoiia 
in the Leyden magical papyrus, 80 and the epic of the attack of the rebel 
spirits against the gods in the 16th tablet of the Utukku series. The story 
of the god’s power or the praise of his glory were “words of power” against 
the fiends. 00 

There is a dreary monotony in these texts, yet much variation of 
details. After possibly an invocation, comes the name of the client and 
family, and then the categories of detested demons and ills. Then follow 
the various Names in which the spells are invoked. Noticeable is the 
frequent repetition of the same form, even three or more times (e. g. No. 
3). This insipid use has its parallel in the mmfieaim \ cf. the examples in 
Wunsch. op. cit, nos. 3, 4, 5, where with slight changes the exorcism is 
repeated at least three times. Multiplication increased the efficiency of 
the charm; it is the ftarrohoyia of the Gentiles (Aff. 61 7). But the relig- 

88 Cf. the amulet in Reitzenstein, Pohnandres, 294, where the ranks of the 
celestial hierarchy are enumerated as standing by the great and lofty Deity. 

88 Dieterich, Abraxas , 182. Herodotus notices the use of a theogony or divine 
history in the incantation of a magus (i, 132) ; see in general Conybeare, JQR ix, 93 f» 

00 Cf. Fossey, op. cit., 9 6; and for the western magic, Wunsch, op. cit., 13. 
Scriptural and legendary narratives are found in the Syriac charms published by 
Gollancz, Actes du lit me Congrts International des Orientalistes, 1887, sect, iv, 77 - 
Cf. also the similar Syriac charms published by W. H. Hazard in JAOS , xv (1893). 
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ious imaginativeness and poetic invention of the ancient Babylonian and 
Egyptian magic has disappeared. The spell, the lepfc Myos has suffered 
its reductio ad absurdum, personality human and divine is thrown out of 
doors. 




1 Cf. Bousset, Die Religion des Judentums im neutestamentlichen Zeitalter , 313 
ff, 326 ff. 

2 For the diabolology of the Hellenistic world, see the works of Heitmuller, 
Reitzenstein, Abt, Tambornino, cited in the previous section; also in general P. 
Wendland, Die hellenistischromische Kultur in ihren Besiehungen su Judentam u. 
Christentum , 1907; for Jewish and Christian demonology, see n. 35 for literature. 


§ 12 . The Objects oe Exorcism ; the Demons, Etc. 


The magic of the bowls is of too late an age to require here a 
dissertation on the rise and spread of the belief in evil spirits. Our sorcery 
is fin de siecle. When the old-world religions began to decay, and the 
gods that once were near to men disappeared in the political convulsions 
which marked the passing of ancient tribe or city and the domination of 
a world-empire, or suffered under the strokes of philosophy and skepticism, 
the spirits of ill were not banished, and the superstition that feeds on the 
fears of men, came to occupy the center of the stage of the spiritual drama. 
Nor did the rise of the great spiritual religions counteract the tremendous 
development of the superstition concerning the powers of evil, for they 
did not deny them, but recognized their existence, often regarded themselves 
in the negative light of prophylactics and antidotes against the great out- 
standing fact of evil agencies. The Persian faith was boldly dualistic and 
magical in its rites for overcoming the powers of ill. Jewish monotheism 
was too tense, and the cardinal doctrine of the one God was saved by that 
unfortunate, though possibly necessary, salvage from antique polytheism, 
in the shape of angels and devils who were nearer and more real to man 
than distant Deity . 1 The Christian Church followed the tuition of her 
mother and her pagan converts brought along with them the superstitions - 
of the Graeco-Roman world; the doctrine of the Incarnation seemed to 
entail the foil of embodied demons, and diabolology entered into the formal 
Christian theology to an extent unknown in official Judaism.* 
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Our magic is a degenerate survival of the religious and magical develop- 
ments of ancient Egypt and Babylonia, of the Hellenistic world, of Judaism, 
and in the study of its demonology, we are dealing with a mass of time-worn 
and banal demons, which do not promise much for fresh investigation. 
Nevertheless the analysis of the different kinds of demons may produce 
here and there a note of interest. 


I have noticed above the magical efficacy ascribed to naming the names 
of deities and demons (§ ii). 3 4 * * 7 Personal names for demons, it is true, 
are not very common; they are generally epithets or generic terms, e. g. 
“the Killer, the Demon, the Satan,” etc. One class of demons however 
seems always to have enjoyed the privilege of a long list of names which 
it was the sorcerer’s duty to know and to conjure. This is the female 
demon represented in the old Babylonian texts by the Labartu, in the 
Jewish by the Lilith, in the Greek by the Gello or Baskania. Our text 
No. 42 is an exorcism of the evil Lilith and its virtue consists in the 
knowledge it gives of her many names ; I refer to that text for comparative 
details. Likewise the Labartu has her six (seven?) names, which are to 
be carefully pronounced/ We may also compare the accumulation of 
epithets attached to demons in 2: 2 f., 8: 2, 24: 13, etc., and recall a like 
process in the names of Satan in Rev. 9: 11, 12: 9, while Egyptian magic 
similarly amassed the names of the demon Apep/ Also for further identi- 
fication of the demons the names of their parents, or even granddams are 
given/ for every specification enhances the power of the name. Also the 
personal description is efficacious, for this indicates that the sorcerer knows 
exactly whom he is exorcising. Such magical descriptions sometimes rise 



to almost epic tones, as in the delineation of the Seven Spirits in the 
Babylonian Utukki- series/ A reminiscence of these hair-raising pictures 
appears in the Mandaic bowls published by Pognon and Lidzbarski, in which 

3 Cf. also Origen, C. Celsum, i, 24 f., v, 45 f., and the summary of his argument 
given by Conybeare, JQR, ix, 65 f. 

4 See the opening of the Labartu texts as published by Myhrman, ZA, xvi, 154; 
cf. a similar text on an amulet published by Weissbach, Bab. Miscellen, 44. 

“ Budge, Egyptian Magic, 171. 

8 See below under (i)b. 

7 Thompson, Devils and Evil Spirits of Babylonia, i, Si. 
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canny terms. But in general our texts do not extend much beyond the 
mere registration of categories ; this decadent sorcery made up for the lack 
of poetical imagination by a mathematical tabulation. Superstition in order 
to be comprehensive encyclopaedically accumulated all the terms of evil; not 
only the inherited demoniac categories, but all which new races and faiths 
had to offer were gladly accepted. Hence in our texts the naming of the 
devils and ills results in the registration of an indefinite number of species. 

An analysis of our general category may start from a threefold division, 
namely : (i) evil spirits, in the strict sense of the term, as personal beings; 
(2) evil agencies/especially the species of black magic, which have been 
potentized into almost personal existence; (3) natural evils, especially 
physical maladies, but also such mental and moral, affections as loss, shame, 
etc.— which are regarded as instigated by demons, or as themselves evils 
with personality, although often the demoniac element is vague. 

This is the order we find generally in our present texts. And it is an- 
tique. It appears in the Babylonian, e. g. in a text where the several evil 
spirits are named (Utukki, etc.), then “the enchantments, sorceries, witch- 
crafts,” then “sickness.” 8 All the three categories do not so often appear in 
the Babylonian magic, more frequently those under (2) and (3) are paired, 
but here again we find the same order — the bans (mamitu) and then the 
various human ills.® This order appears also on the whole in the Byzantine 
charms published by Vassiliev ™ cucadap-a nveiyiaTa, ti ftaa Kavia f/ (jiapfianela ff 
<po{3epi(T(ibg # <bpky ■>/ xvperbg y sm(3ov?.ov y avvavrr/fia irovypbv y voaypuv y nutbbv f/ tvQ/mv, — 

and so on with a list of diseases. Compare a papyrus list, in which are 
all celestial and terrestial spirits, sins, dreams, bans, witchcraft. 11 

This is the natural order of the evolution of magic : first the animistic 
fear of demons, then the opposition to mortals who have bound the evil 
spirits to their malicious purpose, finally the more exact diagnosis of the 
maladies which are specified in secular terms. At the end of the develop- 


, La magie assyrienne, 161. 

Surpu- series, v, 1. 55 ff„ Zitnmern, Beitrdge 3 , Kennlniss d. babylon. 


Religion, 23. 


Anecdota graeco-bymntim, i, 33 2 - 

Wessely, Vienna phil-hist. Denkschriften , xxxvi, 81, 
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ment this last category may alone remain, as in the Babylonian medical 
texts or the modern Jewish and Arabic charms. It may here be remarked 
that the never-ending enlargement of categories of evil spirits, apart from 
eclectic causes, may be due to Persian influence, although hardly any of 
the details can be traced to that source. 

(i) 

(a) The most honorable place in the first division is to be assigned to 
the ancient gods and the spirits still haunting their temples, which the de- 
velopment of religion and especially the monotheistic trend had depotentized 
and turned into demons. The religion of yesterday becomes the superstition 
of to-day. Polytheism died hard. Even with the triumph of the One God 
in the Old Testament, there survived the belief in the many deities who 
appear as lieutenants of Yahwe, the ’ 3 a (Job, i), as capable of 

disobedience and subject to divine wrath ( Gen. 6: i ff., Ps. 82), as the 
planetary spirits (Dt. 32: 8 [Greek], Is. 24: 21 ff.), as angels, — a more 
thoroughgoing assimilation with monotheism, though the angels at first 
have an independence and sovereignty recalling the Sons of God (e. g. Dan. 
10: 13, 21, and Satan), or finally as evil spirits. The supreme declaration 
of Second Isaiah that the gods are naught and nothing, unfortunately was 
not sustained, and even onetime beneficent gods, when banished, returned 
as demons to vex the faithful. A classic expression of this demonology 
is found in Paul: "the things which the Gentiles sacrifice, they sacrifice to 
demons (daifiovtoig,) and not to God” (I Cor. 10: 20)“ The fullest develop- 
ment of this theory is found in Mandaism, where the ancient spirits of the 
planets have become the chief devils. So also Mohammed reduced the 
pagan gods to Jinns. 

These discarded deities may therefore head the list of evil potencies, 
and so we find in 38: 8: “Charmed be all gods (tonh^) 18 and temple-spirits 
and shrine-spirits and idol-spirits and goddesses (WiN-inDy).” The old proper 
name of the goddess Istar had already in the Assyrian become a common 

as So n'S'Sx had become. 6cuu6vta in the Septuagint, and cf. Baruch 4: 7: 
irpoaKvvetv ra 6ac/j.6via ml ra dSuXa (also Rezl. 9 • 20) . 

18 Cf. the Babylonian il&ni limnUtl 
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name of goddesses in general ( istarati ). M In the heathen text No. 19 we 
learn of the sixty gods and the eighty goddesses (1. 8) ; the former figure 
is a survival of the ancient sacred number for the fulness of deity, hence 
the number of Anu ; 1G the “eighty” is merely cumulative. 10 Once the rare 
feminine ttfinbx (in the Syriac, Pesh., etc.) is found, used of a female 
spirit (Wohlstein, 2417: 5). 17 

Probably it is under Mandaic. influence that we find the planets re- 
garded as baneful spirits; 11. b. the old myth of their fall cited in 4: 6 
and the charms against sun, moon, stars, planets, 34: 6. For other demons 
of Mandaic origin 18 see Pognon’s list, Inscriptions Mandaites, 93; to these 
may be added from Ellis 1 : 3 J'Ti, the Mandaic form of Nergal == the 
unlucky planet Mars, and “ilBlt*, 1 * who here is transformed into an evil 
; genius. 20 .. f ' 

Under this head there is one interesting species, that of demons which 
are the spirits of the pagan shrines and simulacra, and so are regarded 
as haunting them. 51 Again the forceful protest of Second Isaiah, of Ps. 1 1 5, 


14 So ilani u, istarati , : KA V s , 180. Cf. Heb. mms*?, Dt. 7 : 13, etc., of ewes. 
Also n. b. Ju. 2: 13, with Moore’s comment. 

15 For the survival of this mystical number in Judaism, see Gritnbaum, Zeits. f. 

Keilschr.-forsck, ii, 222. A list of 50 gods is given in one Babylonian hymn, see 
Reisner, Sumerisch-babylonische Hymnen, no. iv, 1 . 152 ff. ; cf. the Surpu-sarhs 
(Zimmern, Beitrage), no. iv, 1 . 68 ff., viii, 1 ff. Sometimes the number alone (6, 10, 
15, 60) sufficed by way of abbreviation ; Jastrow, Rel. Bab. u. Ass., i, 289. In No. 38 
are mentioned the 360 broods of evil spirits ; cf. the 366 Uthras in the Mandaic 
religion and the 360 gods which Islamic tradition claimed were housed at Mecca. 
According to Pesak mb, seq., a service tree near a city has not less than 60 demons 
in it. ' ; :■ ’ 

18 According to old Semitic use, cf. Mic. 5: 4, Prov. 30: 15 ff. N. B. “the 7 sealers 
and the 8 brothers” in the Mandaic amulet published by Ridzbarski in the Plorilegium 
to de Vogue ( 1 . 7 ff). Cf. 19: 4 * 

17 I find nnStt in Sayce-Cowley’s Elephantine papyri, and two Nabataean inscrip- 
tions, see lyidzbarski’s glossary ; also notice the Arabian goddess al-Lat, = the 
Babylonian Allat, goddess of the nether-world. For occurrence of in Phoenician, 
see Baethgen, Beitrage, 58 f. 

18 See Brandt, Manddische Religion, 43, n. 2. 

19 Brandt, ib. } 51, 199; Mand. Schrif ten, 184. 

so For a list of these planetary spirits in the Mandaic cf. Ridzbarski’s amulet 
just cited, 1. 247 ff. 

31 Cf.' Origen, C. Celsum, vii, 35 and 64: the localities especially haunted by the 
demons are temples and shrines where they can enjoy the incense, blood, etc. Also 


72 UNIVERSITY MUSEUM. BABYLONIAN SECTION. 

the satire of Bel and the Dragon, had failed; there was a virtue in the 
cults and sanctuaries of the old religions. So the ekure appear in our 
bowls, as in the Mandaic books, 22 as established deities. The word ekurru, 
once the name for a temple had already in the Assyrian become applied to 
deities, ekurratij* The temples themselves were personified and practically 
deified; 24 later superstition retained the idea by regarding the ekure as the 
gods of the temples, and so as gods in general; e. g. Lidz., iv: Dlt £>3 
Kn3*r Nni3y piw, where as the number 60 shows, NniDy = K'Tfta (cf. 
19: 8). 25 Of like character are the v 'i3na , or nsT®, = (once, in 

Schwab Q: 5 npna) , SB properly “images, idols,” but used at large of .gods 
in general ; e. g, we read of “invocations of the gods, 's, and the goddesses.” 27 
There are 'Q of the upper, lower and middle regions. 28 In some of the lists 
they appear rather far down; e. g. 5 : 2 , .kvpji 'si now ■>TtP ; cf . 
the Mandaic passage, quoted from the Ginza, in Pognon B, p. 75, where 
they occur after the demons, devils, spirits, amulets, liliths, being thus 
much reduced in grade. Levy translates the word by Gespenster;* 0 in the 
eclectic magic of the time the word may have come to be identified with 
ddulov , = both phantasm or ghost, and idol. 80 There is the distinction 

in the Talmud the reality of oracles at those shrines is admitted, although explained 
apologetically ; see the argument in Abode Z. 55a, cited by Joel, Der Aberglaube , 
i, p. 86. Cf. I Cor, 10: 28. 

22 Brandt, Hand. Schriften, 81. 

23 Delitzsch, Ass. Hwb., 21. 

24 Reisner, Sum.-bab. Hymnen, iv, 1 . 165; Jastrow, op. cit., i, 282. Beth-el 
appears in the same use in West Semitic: the god Bait-ile, KAT*, 437 f., the name 
Bethel-shar-ezer, Zech. 7: 21 and now the many similar names in the new Elephantine 
papyri published hy Sachau. 

25 The word also survived in its original sense, e. g. Pognon, B, no. 13. 

28 For the form, see Noldeke, Mand. Gram., § 25. 

21 2: 7, Lidz. 4, Wohls. 2422: 5. 

28 Pogn. B, no. 23, er.d. 

28 ZDMG, ix, 467, n. 5. 

*° The Persian word was early introduced into the Occident. According to one 
MS. and Symmachus’s testimony (margin of Cod. Marchalianus) iraraxpa (-f- udu?,a 
as gloss) translates the vnSx of Is. 8 : 21, where the unintelligible narpia is generally 
found. See Nestle in Transactions of the IXth International Congress of Orientalists, 
(1852), ii, 58. 
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between male and female 'a : Kmanai nans and arapu pmana (Schwab 

I am inclined to associate with these patkaras the K'tns of 38: 8 and 
40: 19, where they are listed between the totiuy and tonmns or the to-voy 
and The word would then mean “shrine-spirits” (Syriac p e rakka. 

Ass. parakku) . The change of the first vowel (a to i) is possible . 31 But 
another etymology may be proposed— from the Persian paifikd — Pahlavi 
parik (the modern Persian Peri ). 83 These creatures are described as beau- 
tiful seductive witches, are connected with comets, and also according to 
de Harlez are companions of certain genii invoked by magicians. Philologi- 
cally, this would be the most fitting etymology for our word ; but its pre- 
cedence in the lists indicates a higher rank than that assigned to the little 
known (so Spiegel) and insignificant Pairikas. 

For the false gods also appears NtiyD ,Kniya (sing. lyD), = “error,” 
— used like Ww, etc. in the Old Testament. 

(b) I pass now to those groups of demons which immemorially had 
stood as the evil spirits par excellence. Like the utukki of the Babylonian 
religion 83 they mostly appear in tribal groups, without personal distinction. 
Most constant among these classes are the ppl and J'TEV, which may be 
expressed by “devils and demons,” with as much or as little of a definite 
idea as these English words convey to us. The DHt? occur in the Old 
Testament, the word having an obscure history in connection with the 
Assyrian sidu; in function the “it? is the Babylonian sedu limnu, “evil 
sedu.” n In the later Jewish demonology the pW are the hobgoblins, the 

30a With 'B — a deity or demon, cf. the use of crjfta, “tomb,” as grave-demon; 
so in a Greek amulet published by Reitzenstein, Poimandres, 293, and see his note 2. 
Also in the Syriac «nu J , “shrine” conies to mean a god, a false god, and in Peshitto 
of I Sa. 7: 3 translates nvinpy . In Islam the false gods were called a?nam, “idols/* 

** Cf, Noldeke, Gram, d. neu-syr. Sprache, § 6, or M and. Gram., § 20; cf. 

8: 3. Or an assimilation to 

ss See Spiegel, Eranische Alterthumskunde, ii, 138; A. V, W. Jackson in 
Geiger and Kuhn, Grundriss d. iranischen Philologie, iii, p. 665 ; C. de Harlez, Manuel 
du Pehlevi, 1880), s. v. in Glossary. 

88 See, for the Babylonian demons, Fossey, La magie assyrienne, c. 2; Jastrow, 
Rel. Bab. u. Ass., i, c. xvi ; Thompson, Semitic Magic, 43 ff. 

M See, inter al, Baudissin, Studien z. sem. Religionsgeschichte, ii, 131, and his 
art. “Feldgeister,” in Hauck’s RE 1 ; H. Duhm, Die bosen Geister ini Alien Testament, 
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prevailing class of demons ; they are the datfifom of the Greek, for which the 
Peshitto returns to the Jewish term. 35 

As Judaism has its feminine nVTK>, so once we find reference to the 
sntoyrfc' , 7: 14. 80 In n: 5 = 18: 4 = Ellis 1, = Lidz. 5, we learn of a 
“king of demons and devils,” with which compare Asmodaeus, the king of 
the demons. 37 But in these texts his name is given as 83232 , K 3 K 2312 K, 
which is found in 19: 10 as name of an evil deity (^ 82 n 12), while the 
plural in the same text, 11. 6, 13, has evidently the meaning demons or 
deities. In a broken text (Pognon B, no. 24, 1 . 19), a 8VWT occurs. 
In 29 : 9 the sedin are described as *6112 ' 32 , “sons of shadow,” cf. the ' 3^12 
of the Targum. 

The }'1'2 inherited a good name from the old Aryan theology ( — 
gods), were depotentized in the Persian system, and came into Semitic 
currency through the Mandaic and Syriac. (The word does not occur in 
Targums and Talmud. 88 ) In the Peshitto use of the term it appears to 
apply to the demons of mental and moral disorders, thus indicating some- 
thing distinct from the sedin™ 

The “spirits” or “evil spirits” (njn nn, «n&7'2 «nn, pts"2 pirn — 
both- masc. and fern.) 40 form a triad with the preceding species. Levy 

49, 20; Thompson, Semitic Magic, 43; and. the discussions by the students of Assyrio- 
logical magic, Zimmern (Beitrage and KAT*), Tallquist, Jastrow, Fossey. Fossey, 
p. 50, quotes IVR 6a, 26, to the effect that the sedu is the demon of the evil eye— 
another proof that demons and their functions were interchangeable. 

85 For these and the following demoniac species, in Judaism, see Fisenmenger, 
Bntdecktes Judentum, ii, 408 ff. ; Grunbaum, in his admirable “Beitrage z. vergleich- 
enden Mythologie aus d. Hagada,” in ZDMG, xxxi, — esp. 271 ff.; Weber , Judische 
Theologie, p. 242 ff.; Edersheim, Life and Times of Jesus, ii, 759 ff. ; Blau, Das 
altjudische Zauberwesen , 10 ff. ; Levy, ZDMG, ix, 482; T. Witton Davies, Magic , 
Divination, and Demonology among the Hebrews and their Neighbors (London, n. 
d.) ; the art. “Demonology” in Jewish Bncyc.; Conybeare, “Demonology of the New 
Testament," JQR, viii, ix; Everling, Die paulinische Angelologie u. Ddmonologie; 
also v. Baudissin and H. Duhm as cited above, note 34. 

38 Cf. Saifioveg Scagdviaaai, of the Leyden Papyrus, Dieterich, Abraxas, 194, 1 . 10. 

8T Also simply the king, ttnSfc, Eisenmenger, op. cit., ii, 422 (a tradition of the 
“Molek" of the Old Testament?). 

88 According to Levy, not found in Jewish literature, op. cit., 488. 

30 Acc. to Baudissin, op. cit., 131, the Harclean version replaces K-lKt* of the 
Peshitto w . NVT. 

40 Cf. Ellis 5: 4, hapn not . 
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and Blau regard them as ghosts, 4t but without warrant, as the Rabbinic, 
Syriac and Mandaic use of the word shows. They are the vver/mm irow/pd , or 
aK&d-apra of the New Testament, the equivalent of the Babylonian utukki 
limnuti. This development of rrn we may trace in the Old Testament 
where “a spirit of evil/’ “the evil spirit,” appears as an agent of Jahwe; 
like the Satan such potencies easily passed into malicious demons. 

The Masdkm which are prominent in Jewish lore, where they are 
the general category for all demons , 45 appear but seldom. 

These devils, demons and evil spirits in their juxtaposition recall the 
several species so frequently enumerated in Babylonian demonology ; e. g. 
as listed more than once in the Maklu-serms, the utukku, sedu, rabisu, 
ekimmu, labartu, labasu, ahhasu, followed by the liliths . 48 But beyond the 
registration of several categories there is no equivalence in name (with one 
exception), in definite character . 44 A certain amount of distinction can be 
drawn in the Babylonian field, but in our texts no differentiation exists. 
Indeed the three species are father tokens of the several sources of our 
particular magic, the Hebrew ( rrn ), Babylonian (“it? ), Persian ( KVd). 
The only reference to the “seven spirits” of Babylonian magic is in con- 
nection with the (see below). 

But it is the Liliths which enjoy the greatest individual vogue in our 
demonology. Many of the charms culminate in that objective; the other 
evil spirits are most often merely generical, anonymous, to whom the 
general compliment of a spell must be paid, but the Liliths are definite 
terrors, whose malice is specific and whose traits and names are fully 
known. 


The view that demons were ghosts of the dead indeed 
i, c. 18 and for later Judaism, Eisenmenger, ii, 427- 
as the spirits of demoniac possession and moral 
For the relation of pnn and nvevpnTa , see Baudissin in 


* Opp. cit., p. 482, p. 14. 
existed ; see Justin Martyr, Apol, 

They may have been specialized 
temptation (see Blau). 

Hauck’s RE*, vi, 12 f. 

42 So Weber, Blau. 

43 Tallquist, Die ass. Beschworungsserie Maqlu, 1894, no. i, 1 . 136, v. 1 - 77 , 
just seven species. 

44 For the distinctions between the Babylonian spirits, see Jastrow, op. cit. 
Thompson, Devils , i, xxiv, Semitic Magic , 1, Fossey, op. dU c. 2. 
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The genus appears in the Babylonian incantations, as masculine and 
feminine, lilu and lilit, along with an ardat The two former words 

survived in Jewish demonology and both occur abundantly in our bowls, 
though the Liltn are only pendants to the Liliths. The origin of the word, 
whether Semitic from W = “nightmare, nighthag,” etc. with Schrader, 
Halevy, et ah, or from the Sumerian lil, “storm,” with Sayce, 48 Zimmern, 47 
]R. C. Thompson, 48 lies beyond my present scope. Probably as others have 
suggested, the resemblance of Sumerian lil to ^ , “night,” may have had its 
part in shaping the phantom of Lilith and her troop among Semitic-speaking 
peoples ; but I would suggest that the prime connection is not etymological 
but semantic: lil — wind = Tm == spirit; 40 Lilis and Liliths are specialized 
forms of pirn. 80 

In the Babylonian the Lilith (ardat lili) is the ghostly paramour of 
men, and her realm is the sexual sphere; hence women in their periods 
and at childbirth, maidens, children, are the special objects of her malice. 64 
Hence in the bowl inscriptions, made out for the protection of homes and 
the peace of family life, most often in the name of the women concerned, 
it is an amulet against these noxious spirits that is particularly desired. 
We may say that the Lilis and Liliths are the demons of the family life. 

Texts Nos. i, 6, 8, 9, it, 17, may be referred to especially for the 
Liliths. They haunt the house, 1: 6, lurk in the arches and thresholds, 6 : 4, 
one dwells in the house concerned, 11:5. So in the Talmud they dwell in 
the beams and crevices, the cesspools, etc., 8 * even as in Greek magic demons 

48 Acc. to Zimmern, KAT *, 459 = paramour of lilu. Better Thompson. ( Devils , 
etc., i, p, xxxvii, Semitic Magic, 65), who regards the ardat lili as the more 
specialized (e. g. marriageable) lilith, hence the original of the Jewish Lilith. 

40 Hibbert Lectures, 145. 

47 KAT*, 460, n. 7. 

48 Semitic Magic, 66: if Semitic, from root rbb , “be abundant, lascivious.” 

49 Cf. nn in Job 4: 15; the wind-draught easily passes into a ghost. 

80 The single appearance of Lilith in the Old Testament, Is. 34: 14, represents a 
more primitive stage of the fable than the Babylonian Liliths. She is just one of 
the spirits haunting waste ruins. 

n See Thompson, /. c. et seq., who discusses the demonology of marriages with 
Jinns, etc. 

52 Jewish Bncyc., iv, 516b.— -In 29: 6 f. (cf. 1. 9) occurs Ni'KOi NrrW, “the 

evil and the decent lilith”; this recalls the good demons of Jewish lore, pai» 
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are given the like habitat. 53 In No. i they are described as generating off- 
spring with human folks, appearing as phantom men and women to women 
and men by night. Hence the interesting phenomenon of the magic get, di- 
vorce-writ, by which the sorcerer, like a Jewish rabbi, separates these obscene 
beings from their prey. 54 Especially do they vent their rage on little 
children as the detested offspring of human wedlock; they plague them, 
throttle and devour them, suck their blood (e. g. n : 8, 18; 6, 36: 9, Lidz. 
5). The name for one of these demons, in No. 36, is “Murderess daughter 
of Murderess,” and “strangler.” In the Jewish demonology the Liliths have 
the like fiendish character; Bemidbar Rabba 16 affirms that they kill chil- 
dren. 35 In No. 1 1 the Lilith is associated with the personifications of 
barrenness and abortion. The figure on No. 8 gives the picture of a typical 
obscene Lilith; she is depicted with loose tresses, one of the characteristics 
of the species, cf. 8:3; cf. Nidda 24b, Bhtb. 100b. The later Lilith thus 
partakes of the nature of the elder lilit and of the Labartu, the enemy of 
children. 58 

The Liliths are intimately known, their own and their parents’, even 
the granddam’s names are given, e. g. Nos. 8, 11. At the beginning of 
Wohlstein’s text 2416 (= Stube) a whole brood of demons is named. 87 
Especially in the case of this species most exact descriptions are given of 
their foul ways and apparitions, 58 for the Liliths were the most developed 
products of the morbid imagination — of the barren or neurotic woman, 

Eisenmenger, ii, 431 f., and the good and bad sedu of the Babylonian — also so the 
utukku, Fossey, op. cit., 449. 

63 Wessely, xlii, 66, 1 . 19: they are bidden “not to hide in this earth nor under 
the bed or gate or beams or vessels or holes.” 

54 See to 8: 7. The separation had to be legally effected, for the Lilith had her 
nuptial rights or powers. Cf. the tales of the female Jinns in Arabic folklore. 

55 Cited by Weber, op. cit., 255. So also in the Testament of Solomon, ed. 
Conybeare, JQR, xi, 16. But not in the Talmud, according to Griinbaum, Zeits. f. 
Keilschr.-F orsch., ii, 226. .... .. 

\ 56 See Myhrman, ZA, xvi, 147 if. 

57 See Wohlstein’s note; the mother’s name m'K, “little mother,” throws light 
on a passage in PesaJi. 1x2a. In general these names are epithetical; cf. the demon 
Ahriman bar Lilit, B. Bath. 73a. 

58 See above. 
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the mother in the time of maternity, of the sleepless child. 60 Somewhat of 
the elder and biblical notion of the Lilith as denizen of the desert appears 
in the expressions tom wm, mm n'W>, 17: 3, 27: 7. 60 

A further development of the Lilith is her assimilation with the witch ; 
the descriptions of the species in the Mandaic bowls recall the uncanny 
scenes of the witches’ nights which are the theme of still existent folklore. 
The Lilith is the Baskania, (i. e. witchery) of the Greek charms. 61 The 
epithets “cursing,” and “undoing,” e. g. 34: 13, belong to this phase of the 
Lilith-idea. 

Very interesting is the similarity of the Semitic Lilith, and in course 
of time her assimilation to the psychological horrors which haunted men 
elsewhere, especially to the identical forms in the Graeco-Roman demon- 
ology. I refer to the Lamia, 62 the Empusa, 03 the Gello, 64 the Marmolyke 
and Gorgons, and the in cubi and succubae." In connection with the text 
No. 42 which presents the legend of the Lilith-witch, I take occasion to 
present the parallel forms of this conception as found in the western 
world. This developed myth is a later accretion to the ancient inchoate 
ideas of these monsters. 


89 For the psychological basis and subjective fact of these apparitions, see 
Roscher, “Ephialtes” c. x, in Abhandlungen of the Saxon Academy of Sciences, vol. 
xx (1900). 

60 Cf. ekimmu fyarbi, MaTtlu- series iv, 1 . 22 (Tallquist, p. 66), and the exorcism, 
“evil spirit to thy desert,” Thompson, Devils, i, 152, ii, 26; cf. i, 167, 191 ft. The 


banning of the demons into the desert and mountains (cf. Mt. 12: 43) is frequent in 
the magical papyri, e. g. in an amulet published by Reitzenstein, Poimandres, 294: 
Iva airiMaTB iv ayploig bpemv ko .1 iiteiae <j>vyafiEv$yceT£ . Cf. Wohlstein 2422 ( 1 . 28), 
“go and fall on the mountains and heights and the unclean beasts.” As Wohlstein 
notes, the latter clause is a most interesting commentary on the anecdote of the 
Gadarene devils which asked the liberty to enter the swine, Mt. 8: 28, etc. 

See at length under No. 42. 

“ Daremberg and Saglio, Dictionnaire, s. v. 

98 Pauly-Wissowa ,RB,s.v. 

84 For Gello as a lilith-name and as probably equal to Ass. gallu, see notes to 
No. 42. 

88 For the incubi see Roscher, Bphialtes , 60. The special demon which is the 
subject of this classic treatise corresponds to the male Lili of our texts, but his 
vogue is far more extended. He is in form goat, satyr, faun, etc., a rural as well as 
a domestic terror. 
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66 Cf. Thompson, Semitic Magic, 47- 

67 Ibid., p. 43, etc. 

58 See Tambornino, De antique) daemonismo, 56. 

09 Cf. Mt. 2$: 41, Rev. 12: 7, “the devil and his angels,” and the absolute use of 
the word in this sense in I Cor. ix : 10, with reference to the myth in Gen. 6. Blau 
notes, without citation, an evil spirit npn m\ p. 10, n. 2. For evil angels, see Volz, 
Jiidische Rschatologie, §23. 

n Wohlstein 2422. The editor makes no comment on this or the parallel phrase 
in 1. 7: jna*i nD'N. »*»d»k evidently equals (see below, note 112). The 

“house of assembly” recalls the ancient Semitic idea of the “Tjno *in, Is. 14: 13, the 
assembly of the gods on the Semitic Olympus,— Walhalla having become a conventicle 
of demons ! (Demons are located in the north by Jewish legend, Pirke R, Rlieser, 
in, and other reff., in Eisenmenger, op. cit, ii, 43S.) Or J 3 '3 — away&yn, im/s/aia, 
may refer to the conventicle of a magical cult (cf. “the synagogue of Satan, ^ Rev.* 
2:9). But the phrase is probably to be interpreted from a passage in a “Christian” 
amulet published by Reitzenstein, op. cit., 295, top : dptdfa vpac r a hm6tna k&Kavra 
icvei/iara rfjg e.KK^aiag rov ixovypov. 

" E. g. Dieterich, Abraxas, 192, 1 . 10; so also in the LXX, e. g. Ps, 96: 7 , and an 
inscription cited by Cumont Oriental Religions, n. 38, p. 266 . diis angelis. 

72 Debarim R., c. 11 : “Sammael the head of all the Satans,” quoted by Weber 
JM. TheoL, 253. 
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A long list of species of demons still remains to be considered, most 
of which are not much more than names. One of the most frequent and 
evidently most dreaded is the class of the pbrOD or xrtanD. Once they 
are spoken of as the “seven '£> of night and day,” 16: 7, recalling the Seven 
Spirits of Babylonian mythology. 66 Stiibe (p. 59) suggests derivation from 
^> 33 , “bind,” and Myhrmann (p. 350) compares Assyrian kabalu used in 
incantations. I venture to suggest metaplasis with the Syriac 13 ^, “hold, 
seize,” i. e. “take demoniac possession of,” so that we may compare this 
species with the Babylonian aharjsuP Cf. mtalafi^aveiv } Mk. 9: 18, and the 
terms KarexPfievoi and Kdroxot. indicative of supernatural possession.® 

There are the evil angels, 68 who are called pe’Dp = sderi, in 4: 1 ; the 
“angels of wrath and the angels of the house of assembly. 5 ” 6 We read 
of the tbs^b , 37 : 8, rites in which angels were bound to hellish 
operations. The word is used of pagan deities in 36: 5 (cf. 19: 13), even 
as ayyehn appears in the papyri.” The angel of death who shudders at 
the Great Name appears in 3: 6, Schwab F. 

“(The Satan” appears and also “the Satans,” as in Enoch (40: 7) and 
Rabbinic 72 and Arabic lore. There is no amplification of the doctrine of 
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the individual Satan. Once with the Satans (35: 4) are associated the 
NET 1 DID and xbnxn, the former a class of seducing spirits (metaplasm of 
V NED ?), 78 the latter the almost unique Semitic transliteration of (hdBoloi. 
In 2: 3 are mentioned the the Fiends and Foes. 

The ppT 4 appear in association with the ppTO . The Rabbinic and 
Syriac Npy is a meteor, blast of wind, etc. ; in the Mandaic it has the more 
general sense of a plague. 78 The Mandaic has inherited an old Babylonian 
idea of the sakiku, “blast,” as a demon, and then death-demon. 70 The 
Satyrs, D'lW , appear once, 5 : 4, a reminiscence, as the form shows, of 
the Old Testament. 77 The pine* of Schwab G are black devils; cf. the 
title of Satan o peUs } in Epistle of Barnabas, 4:9. 

In Hyvernat’s text occurs the phrase KTO, which Griinbaum 

most plausibly translates “the Jinn of Solomon.” 78 The word would then 
be one of a few terms in our texts which suggest Arabic connections (see 
Knots', pp'Bh below). But the reserve is to be made that, as Noldeke 
maintained, the root is common-Semitic, and the spread of the word may 
well have antedated the Muslim Conquest. We may compare the god 
Gennaios cited by Cumont in Pauly- Wissowa, vii, 1174. The RlM' of 37: 6 
is to be explained from the Mandaic XUIH (Syriac JpU Arabic jund), 
“troop” ; devils molest their victims in bands, cf. the name “Legion” 
assumed by the demoniac in the Gospel, and the “tribes” (anxw) of 
demons in 38: 6; also cf. 13: 1. 


73 Cf. 1 Tim. 4. 1, “seducing spirits and doctrines of devils.” 

74 So probably read forppp in Hyvernat, 1. 4; in 19: 13, 'pyt. 

; K 75 Norberg, Rexidion, 55. 

70 Muss-Arnolt, Diet ad voc., cf. the sunu sikiku, “roaming windblast,” Thomp- 
; son, Devils , ii, 4, 1. 27. For the simile of demons to storms, see ibid., i, 89, and 

f; compare the etymology of lilith (see above). For the word see 12: 8. 

I 77 But the idea of the hairy goatlike demon which obsesses its victim with 
mischievous or obscene purpose is universal. Cf. the Arabic ifrit, asabb, with the 
same root-meaning; Wellhausen, Reste des . arabischen Heidentums, 135; Baudissin, 
Studien, i, 136. The same phenomenon is abundantly vouched for in the Greek 
B demonology; see Roscher, Ephialtes, 29 f., for the goatlike form of the Ephialtes, 

H and p. 62 for its epithet pilosus; and compare Pan and the Fauns. See Roscher, note 


285b, for similar representations in the superstition of India. In 5 : 4 the satyrs are 
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In 15: 6 and Myhrman 1 . 2 are found the piT . The second “1 
is sure in my text; Jastrow’s and Levy’s lexicons give the word as a 
variant to XTim , “ostrich, ” but doubtless the former is the correct spelling;” 
the root is onomatopoetic. (cf. &»,■ and English “howl” and “roar”), con- 
noting a howling creature and was applied to the ostrich — so the Tosefta 
(see Jastrow) ; but in the Targums it generally translates the Hebrew D , 'Y, 
D'Jn, the uncanny creatures typical of desolation. In the Syriac, NhVT 1 
is jackal, translating D'Jn. But the Rabbinic references indicate that it 
was rather a fabulous than a zoological species, akin to the liliths, satyrs 
and vampires that haunt ruins, and this connotation appears in the Syro- 
hexaplar to Is. 34: 17, translating by NTTh, while Symmachus gives 

laftla This equation gives the key to our present word. The Babylonians 
represented their demons in uncouth shapes of birds and animals. 80 ” 

Besides the use of certain generic terms, such as , “oppressors,” 
there remain several rare or obscure species : the 'QttS, also probably 

metaplastic for battala, “undoer”; the ( alongside SiXDD) No. 20, 

probably from root tiff? “curse,” 81 or a form of the Targumic NJbtt, “shade- 
demon,” The pDSK' in Hyvernat, 1 . 3, for which Griinbaum (p. 221) cites 
the Arabic sifut, species dacmoms, is probably to be read pttMP, “plagues” 
(see p. 80). For the i'D’ 1 !, possibly “familiar spirits,” see to 6: 2. 

There are also names of individual demons. Some can be identified : 
the KJVSttn, corresponding to the Arabic ghul (see to 8: 2) ; “ik> a depo- 
tentized deity. 82 Some are recognizable epithets: tctna 3: 2, NTnihD 37: 10, 
nnp Schw. F. Others defy etymology : syipnipfiti’K Pogn. B, ipKH 34: 10 
( q . v. for a possible interpretation), 3 : 2, JT’yion Schw. G.Long lists of 
such obscure names are found in Schwab F and G ; these are probably on a 

78 According to Jastrow, Lagarde’s editions of the Targums have everywhere this 
form ; appears as a variant in one place. 

80 See Field's Hexapla. N. B. the interpretations of the uncanny creatures in 
this passage as demons by both the Greek and the Targum. 

80a This word is to be distinguished from Til, an eye-disease (see below) ; 
because of the uncertainty of the spelling of the two words the 'Til at end of 
Schw. G may be the one or the other word. 

81 Cf. the Syriac K2W. 

•* Stiibe, 1 . 4. See Pognon, Inscriptions sdmitiques , 82; Clay, Amxtrru, 162. 
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par with the mystical names of the angels (see § 13).** Finally we may 
note the blanket-formulas for demons who are named and who are not 
named, and which have their parallel in the Babylonian, 84 and in the Greek 
magic. 88 

There are comparatively few certain references to ghosts; the pirn, 
etc., as spirits of the dead, may include them. 88 One case in point is found 

in No. 39: “charmed the lilith that appears to her [in some shape] ; 

charmed the lilith that appears to her in .... [the shape of ?] Tata her 
niece; charmed all the defiling ghosts, KHNIcn, that have entered, which 
appear to her in dreams of nights and visions of day.” Here a definite 
ghostly apparition is really a diabolic delusion. Also Nos. 20, 25 contain 
general charms against ghosts. One technical term for ghost possibly ap- 
pears, (see to 8: 2). The last of Wohlstein’s series, 2422, appears 

to be directed against ghosts and is an interesting example of necromantic 
spell. Familiar names are given to the spirits and they are cajoled to do no 
harm. Also in Wohlstein, no. 2422 appears the irVD '"11 frnmp ira nn. 
There is constant reference to dreams (NO^n ) and apparitions ( «JTiD‘l, 
xrrn), 81 which are the milieu of demoniac and ghostly apparitions, cf. 7: 
13; hence HSW 'n , “disturbing dreams,” in which phrase the noun is 
practically personified — a category of evil spirits. We have such a com- 
bination as: NUirm KniWi Nnion (Pognon A), in which 'in are impure 
conceptions of the night (cf. obn in Syriac) ; the second word, which 
Pognon does not explain, is doubtless the Talmudic W, “leaper,” exactly 
the Ephialtes of the Greeks, a kind of incubus.** This distinction of the 
dream from ghost or demon represents a later psychology. Charms against 
dreams are frequent in the Greek papyri ; thus against bvslpovg Qpwrobg™ 

88 This giving of unintelligible names to demons may be in imitation of Persian 
diabolology; see Jackson in Geiger and Kuhn, Grundriss d. iranischen Philologie, 
iii, 659, listing 54 individual demon names. 

M Thompson, Devils, i, 153. 

M E. g. 5at(i6vt.ov koI pi) bvo/M&fievov , Pradel, Griech. u. sudital. Gebete, 22, 1 . 2. 

M For a typical Babylonian incantation against ghosts, see Thompson, Devils, i, 
37 - 

87 For oneirology in later Judaism, see Joel, Der Aberglaube, i, 103. 

“ See Roscher, Ephialtes, especially p. 48 f. for the etymology. 

** Wessely, xlii, 31, top. 
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Of a (pvZanTrjpinv auparo(j>v?.ag irpog Satpovag, npbg tjxivTmpara, npbg rrdaav v6aov k at 

iratiog another against enemies, robbers, etc. and <l>6fiovg and ^avraapara hvtipuv , 91 
These dreams and the similar panic fears of day and night are also referred 
to in extenso in Gollancz’s Syriac charms.. 

( 2 ) 

Respectable or “white” magic includes not merely the laying of evil 
spirits but counter magic 02 against the machinations of hostile sorcerers. 
Just so the Babylonian Maklu- series devotes itself to the rites of destroying 
the witch by means of simulacra which are consumed in the fire; the 
Greek magic has the same defensive purpose. The Mandaic texts recall 
somewhat of the ancient dread of witches with their description of those 
uncanny and obscene persons, and, as I have noted above, the witch and 
the lilith are practically identified. 

It was most efficacious if the sorcerer were known so that he could 
be named and the “tables turned” upon him by casting upon him his malign 
arts, for no curse “returns empty.” Such a case appears in Schwab G; 
all the evils that have fallen on the victim are bidden to fall on the head 
of “13 K"idik. But examination of the name reveals that it is fictitious; 
N"idik means “spellbinder” and sox simply means “mother.” The writer of 
the bowl has satisfied his client by assuming that he knows the adverse 
sorcerer’s name. It is nothing else than the legal “John Doe.” In like man- 
ner, in Wohlstein 2416, all evil works, etc., are commanded to return 
against their instigator. 

But inasmuch as the sorcerer’s names are not generally known, the 
incantations content themselves with listing the various kinds of magical 
practices and putting them under the potent spell. The Surpu-series 
illustrates the prophylactic practice; for instance, its third tablet 02 is con- 

80 76 ., 42. 

81 76 ., 64. Dream-magic was highly developed among the Greeks ; we have 
charms for sending dreams, bveipoTroprcoi , e. g. Dieterich, op. tit., 191, 1 . IS- Magic 
is required as an antidote. Hence dreams are listed with other maleficent agencies, 
e. g. : irvebpara %&6via, hpaprlat, Zveipot, bpKoi, f3uamvla\ Wessely, xxxvi, 81 , 1. 81 . 

82 Probably technically expressed by 

88 Zimmern, Beitrage , 13. 
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cerned with breaking every possible kind of ban ( mamit ) that may have 
befallen a person. Hence a recurring phrase in the praxis of the fifth 
tablet : “may the curse, the ban, the pain, the misery, the sickness, the 
grief, the sin, the misdeed, the impiety, the transgression, the sickness, 
which is in my body, be peeled off like this onion.” We mark here the 
union of curses, etc. with evils of the flesh, just as they occur in our bowls. 

Accordingly we find exorcism effected with this prudent intention 
against piny etc. ptrm (-(- p^n), M “black arts,” perhaps generally 
with the sense of poisoning, == ^aggaKortouaf' XDliD, “sorceries,” 39: 4; 08 
xmp, “invocations,” (the singular JT’lp in 16: 10), the enuc/J/auc or iepol 
Uym of maleficent magic, w also termed the 'pi x^pra. There are the 
various terms or kinds of curses, the mamit of the Babylonian, the w® 
of the Greek magic; the xnmb, especially in Pognon’s Mandaic bowls, 
where the authors of these bans are specified, e. g. no. 15 : father, mother, 
prostitute, foetus, laborer, master who has defrauded him, brothers; also 
the frequent 'Yro , maleficent “vows” and the xmin, which is the Syriac 
Christian equivalent of ava&epa, perhaps also (Wohlstein, 2426: 5). 88 
This listing of the bans and their originators has its abundant parallel in 
the Babylonian magic; e. g. the third tablet of the Surpu- series, already 
cited, in which all possible kinds and origins of curse are listed in 165 
lines: of father, mother, grandfather, grandmother, brother, sister, etc*, 
posterity, infant. 88 The unborn child, naturally regarded as homeless and 
miserable, hence a malignant wraith, is classed in the Babylonian magic 

83a For this and following technical names for sorcery, see § n, beginning. 

H Cf. the Latin equivalents, nefaria sacrqt, maleficia, artes nefandae, malae aries; 
see Abt, Die Apologie des Apuleius, 30. 

85 So in the Syriac, also in 7: 13, But q&pfiaicov survived in a good sense in 
literature with magical tinge, e. g. in no. 30 of Bishop Serapion’s prayers, “Thy name 
be a <s>. for health and soundness.” For an extensive discussion of the word, see 
Abt, Apuleius, 112. It is formally impossible to distinguish between the words 
'‘sorcerers’* and “sorceries,” except in the Mandaic. Cf. the use of the adjective 
Kwxmn, 39: 6. 

** For these words see the convenient summary in T. W. Davies, Magic, Divin- 
ation and Demonology among the Hebrews and their Neighbors, 44 ff. 

87 See above, § n. Pognon was the first correctly to interpret this term, B, p. 19. 

88 In 2: 6 we find NfiDiriK, Rhl'M, used of the “white magician’s” own work. 

08 A similar list in Ellis 3 — Schwab B. In the later magic these classes are 

listed in exorcism of the evil eye. 
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as in the Mandaic citation with the causes of ban, and so too the hierodule 
or prostitute. 100 The difference between the Babylonian maniit and these 
Nntaib is that the former has rather the sense of taboo, the latter of a 
malicious curse effected under foul auspices. 101 

Then there are the “names/ 1 e. g. 16: 8, KnnDKP, of hostile invocations/ 02 
and the ph’D , “words/ 5 curse formulas, including the informal imprecation. 
Compare “the evil word” of the witch in Babylonian magic, w? and the 
current Babylonian phrase, “the evil mouth, the evil tongue, the evil lip. 

The Talmud has the principle, “None open his mouth to Satan. By a 
natural passage of thought the tongue and the mouth come in for exorcism, 

' e. g. : “Bound and held be the mouth, and bound the tongue, of curses. .... 
Bound be the tongue in its mouth, held be its lips, shaken .... the teeth 
and stopped the ears of curses and invocations.” 100 The binding of the 
tongue is a frequent element in the Greek magic ; some thirty of the Kannhafwi 
in Wunsch’s Appendix of defixiones to the Corpus Inscript. Attic . are for 
binding this “unruly member.” 107 

Further objects of exorcism are the Tt, “mysteries/ 5 the sacramental 
rites of maleficent cults; the KmMK (Stiibe, 1 . 2) and nea (Wohlstein, 
2426: 5), enchantments effected by priests (pBtt)/ 00 A unique word^n 
its use in the bowls is found coupled with the above terms. Halevy 

and Wohlstein 100 compared form IV of the Arabic verb and rendered it as 
a delivery to evil. But it is to be compared with the Targumic \D.m, used 

100 Jastrow, op. cit., i, 3 ^ 7 > 373 - , „ 

- So the Greek m , , and the Jewish collection of charms m Thompson, 
“Folk Lore of Mossoul,” PSBA, xxviiWx. 

102 Cf. the names of Hecate in the Greek mraStafmi, e. g. Wunsch, Antik 

Fluchtafeln, no. 1. 

See Jastrow, op. cit., i, 285. 

104 Fossey, op. cit., 50, with citations. . .... 

“ Berak. 19a, 60a, Ketut. 8b; see Joel, Der Aberglmbe, 1 , 70 0 >«t rationalizing), 
and Blau, op. cit, 61, with Talmudic instances. 

» Comptes rendus, IV, v, 292 ; ZA, viii, 330 . 
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in Targ. Jer. to Lev. 8: 28, etc., in sense of dedication, = “jun. Its counter- 
part is found in the Mandaic system, where the are the rilem, 110 

and it is the exact equivalent of the Greek referf/, the (magic) rites. 111 Also 
the usual terms, the ‘HD’K, 112 the “countercharms,” the v itT , p, etc., all 

are listed for exorcism. 

More obscure are the xmriD (Ellis 3: 10) = “hidden arts” — with 
which may be possibly compared the smilf of Schwab R, and Wohlstein, 
2426: 6. m Also the xnaip' 1 ^ (once KnaipntPK) have aroused question. 
Schwab proposed “envisager,” of the evil eye; Stiibe, Wohlstein, 
Lidzbarski, connect with the root “to knock” (cf. qpt^ used of a Lilith, 
11 : 6). 1,4 This meaning is corroborated by the amulet of Lidzbarski’s just 
cited/where it is parallel to tom and (1. 11 If -f-)> wasting and mishap. 
But from its peculiar intensive form I think the word must have some con- 
nection with magic arts; cf. the modern spiritualistic knockings and 
rappings. 

Probably the exorcism in the fragment published by Schwab, PSBA, 
xii, 299, from sin and guilt (xnxtDn, KD’tPK) , immediately after “arts” and 

110 Brandt, Mand. Rel, 120, 170; Mand. Schr., 8, n. 5, 36, n. 1; Noldeke, Mand. 
Gram., p. xxviii. 

111 Dieterich, Abraxas, 136. Stiibe (p. 37) first offered the explanation given 

above. Pognon discusses an obscure phrase in his bowls nmfiB (B, p. 49), 

translating “and their adherents.” Lidzbarski treating the same phrase (Eph. i, 94) 
rightly takes exception to such a form and translates, “I deliver them,” which is 
unsatisfactory. Probably our noun is to be understood here, reading the nominal 
suffix p — for the verbal — . Our word may be a translation of the Greek retard; 
but n. b. Robertson Smith’s note on the mystery idea involved in aslama (he might 
have added the Hebrew D'D^tP), Rel. Sent., 80, 

313 Noldeke, Z. f. Keils.-forsch., ii, 299, animadverting upon Hyvernat holds that 
HID’K, translated “prince, angel,” always means “charm.” Now the parallelism in 
Wohlstein 2422 between «nc*’33 non nD'X, 1. 7, and '2 'm OkSd, 1. 15 (see above, 
n. 70), appears to approve Hyvernat, while in the Talmud 'x = “genius, angel” 
(e. g. VJiTO*! 'x, angel of nourishment). But Noldeke’ s etymology is doubtless right; 
a genius to be invoked was himself called an incantamentum. A proof of this is 
found in the Mandaic amulet published by Lidzbarski in the Plorilegium dedicated 
to de Vogiie, p. 349, in 1. 29 f. (not understood by the editor — cf. 1. 210), where Hibel 
Ziwa is the xutt'ia'i xntaj), “the True Charm”; = x*m'p = XID'X. Cf. the Mandaic 
genius “Great Mystery.” 

138 Wohlstein: “hose Schickungen” ; or it may be related to Assyrian sataru, 
sadaru, “write,” of a written charm. 

114 So in a Babylonian text, of demons : “The man they strike, the women they 
hit,” Fossey, op. cit., 282. 
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“vows,” with which compare the Dj?a>K in his text M 18, is exercised 
against practices which magically placed “sin” on the shoulders o£ some 
innocent person. Compare the symbol in Zecharia’s vision of the removal 
of wickedness and its curse to the land of Shinar (Zech. 5). But there 
is doubtless a reminiscence here of the old Babylonian forms in which a 
sense of personal guilt appears in the incantations ; so frequently in tablets 
5 and 6 of the Surpu-series, e. g. 5, 1. 77 ff., where the summary is made of 
“the curse, the ban, the pain, the misery, the sickness, the ailment, the sin 
(ami), the misdeed (serti), the offence ( hablati ), the transgression 
( hititi ).” The above would be the only, case then of a sense of sin in 
our texts, but from the point of view that the sin has been inspired by a 
demoniac force. Heitmiiller pertinently remarks: 115 “Die S uncle ist ein Art 
Besessenheit” And so sins are listed in the Greek objects of exorcism, e. g. 

irvevfiaTa %d 6 via, a/iaprlai, iveipoi, bpKot, fiaanaviat } 19 

The malice (srn3'D — KniOD) of Lidz. 4 is the enmity which magic 
could conjure up against an enemy, a dreaded means of revenge, and very 
frequent in ancient magic. Compare the Jewish charms from Mossoul 
having this specific object, 117 and for the Greek world the Cypriote leaden 
tablets published by Miss L. MacDonald, 118 in which the gods are constantly 
invoked to suppress the wrath and anger and power and might of the 
adversary. 118 A tablet to provoke such malice against an enemy is no. 2 
in Wunsch’s small collection.” The TO Swi or |TO S (30: 4) is a 
summing up or personification of all this kind of evil potency. 

Particularly dreaded were the material means of sorcery, amulets, etc., 
which themselves came to be personified into evil spirits. The^ most 
frequent of these objects of exorcism are the 'W (sing. KrvTO),^ sma 
stones, beads, etc., carried singly, or on strings and necklaces, primarily 
used as amulets, but coming to possess at least in the Mandaic superstition 

“ Op. cit.j 307. 

'» Wessely, xxxvi, 81, 1 . 1443 «• ( 4 = T*™ Papyrus). 

1,7 Thompson, PSBA, xxviii, 106, 108, etc. 

118 lb., xiii, 160. 

Cf. the charm in Wessely, xlii, 60 f. 

“° See the editor’s comment, p. 8. 

For their character as spirits, see Noldeke, Maud. Gram., 76- 
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a baneful influence. 122 We might think of the manipulation of, for instance, 
an opal to bring another ill-luck; but probably the objects are more obscene, 
joints of dead men’s bones, etc. Their standing epithet is “impious,” — 
xrrOTf 'n , and we read of their “tongue,” e. g. 2: 7. 123 The xnpjy , “neck- 
lace charms” are exorcised in like manner, 124 also the (15 : 6, q. v.) ; 125 

NS'O , “pebble,” Ellis 3: ir, would belong to the same class, but it is prob- 
ably to be read XD13. 

The magic bowls themselves are among the evil influences (7: 13, 
perhaps Ellis l. c.), and so the magic knots, ntTp, 7: 13, and ’Hp'y ( ?) 
34: 10. There is one reference to the magic circle of the doctors of sorcery, 
X'JXEn and to the use of wax, XT p, both* in 39: 7 (q. v.). The 

AnD of 7 : 11 (q. v.) and the 'bma of Pognon B, no. 27, may be explained 
like nxrn = circles. The 'EM of 7: 13 (q. v.), entered between the “arts” 
and “bowl,” may be the hairs of the victim as used in magic. 


122 The museums of antiquities possess many such necklace charms, which are 
often composed of stones of the shape of a drop or an eye — -prophylactic against 
the eyil eye? See for example, the illustrations to the art. “Amuletum” in Daremberg 
and vSaglio, Dictionnaire des antiquites grec. et row; Elworthy, The Evil Bye, fig. 
21. For the use of stones in Babylonian magic, see the 3d tablet of the Labartu- 
serieS and Myhrman’s note thereon, ZA, xvi, 151; cf. Jastrow, op. cit., i, 338, and 
Thompson, Semitic Magic, p. Ixiii. In Syriac tmDin is also used of the joints of the 
vertebra == the sappu of the ass as prescribed in the Eabartu texts. With this cf. 


the prescription of parvum asini freni anulum in digito portandum, Cyranides ii, 15, 
6, ed. Mely and Ruelle, Les lapidaires grecs, Paris, 1898, quoted by Tambornino, De 
ant. daemonisma, 83. The mystical properties of stones in Egyptian lore is well 
known, and they were associated with the metals and planets; see Berth elot, Les 
origines d’alchimie, Paris, 1885, 47, 218 ff., etc. For the use of stones and bones as 
prophylactics against the evil eye, see Seligmann, Der hose Blick, ii, 24, 141 ff. For 
Hellenistic references and bibliography, see Abt, Apuleius, 115. Buxtorf and Bevy, in 
their dictionaries, s. v., and Griinbaum, ZDMG, xxxi, 263, understand these Charms as 
pearls or corals. 

m Cf. the 11 , dog fidyvrjg rrduv; see Abt, op. cit, 115, 121, and n. b. the baitulia 
described as ll&ot, Igfvxot by Philo of Byblos, Eusebius, Praep. evang., i, 6. 

324 Once, as though misunderstood, masculinized. 12. 9; also «np3N. 

— For these articles see Krauss, Talmudische Archaologie, i, 203 ff. ; Blau, op. 
cit., 91. 

“ For the Babylonian ideas of the virtue of the circle, see above, § 8. Choni, 
the famous rainmaker in the Talmud, was called btynn , the circle-drawer, because 
of his use of this device, Taanith 3 : 8 ; see Blau, op. cit. , 33. According to Joel, op. 
cit., i, 33, Choni was an Essene, but he appears to have stood in good repute with the 
orthodox. ■ . 
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To that very malignant potency, the Evil Eye— Natures endowment 
of sorcery — there is comparatively little reference in the bowls, although 
in the later magic of East and West it is often the chief, if not the sole 
object of exorcism. 127 The longest pertinent passage in the Nippur texts 
is 30 : 3 f . : “the eye of man or woman, 128 the eye of contumely, the eye that 
looks right into the heart.” By the word Pognon, B, p. 4B 

thinks is meant one who casts the evil eye. Or from its idea of * beckoning 
may it be connected with the malicious “putting forth of the finger,” e. g. 
Is. 58: 9 and cf. possibly Code Hammurabi, § 123. Grunbaum is doubtless 
right in holding 120 that among the Jews the evil eye was of a different char- 
acter from the western Jettatura, referring rather, as also in the Old Testa- 
ment (cf. also Mt. 20: 15), to the moral powers of envy, hatred, and so 
forth; the evil eye is rationalized and moralized. Wellhausen also notes 
the connection of the evil eye and envy in early Arabian thought. 


« For Talmudic notions, see Blau, Zauoerwesen, x^, j , 

- A Palestinian amulet published by the writer 
eye of his father, mother, women, men, virgins .... ailment and 

and demons.” 

120 ZDMG, xxxi, 260 f. 

130 Reste arab. Heid., HZ- 

™ Cf. the issue of the Platonic Ideas into the Gnostic Aeons. 
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Spirit of Yahwe, even his Sword {Am. 9: 4, cf. Gen. 3: 24), are person- 
ified; the evil spirit of Yahwe (1 Ki. 22) becomes in the end an evil spirit 
antagonistic to its origin; the sevenfold gift of the Spirit in Is. 11, 2, 
Greek text, issues in the Seven Spirits about the throne of God, Rev. 1 : 4. 
And so the Chariot and the Wheels and the Beasts that accompany God’s 
theophany came under the same treatment of mystical personification. 133 It 
is a similar phenomenon that we find in the Testament of Solomon; the 
seven demons brought to book by Solomon give their names as “Deception, 
Strife, Battle,” etc. or the thirty-six elements ( aroexsia ) are hypostatized 
into moral essences; 133 and in the same manner the Church personified the 
Seven Deadly Sins, which the Protestant Spenser dramatized in his perfect 
poetry. For various psychological reasons there was an increasing multi- 
plication of the evils against which exorcism might be practiced; not only 
specific demons, like Tiu the Babylonian fiend of headache, but diseases 
under other names, and social evils such as enemies, loss of property, shame, 
might be exorcised. Probably the more intelligent man regarded this as a 
rational substitution for the elder demonology, while to the superstitious it 
merely meant more demons. At all events in the later magic we find more 
of the hypostatization of natural ills — how seriously it is to be taken is not 
always certain, and their commonplace names are simply given, whereas 
the old Babylonian magic would name the demoniac germ of the malady. 
Hence in our lists of exorcised ills we have in addition to the actual devils, 
already catalogued, series of evils which are somewhat on the borderland of 
diabolology. The old exorcisms still are effective but the old demonology 
is not ample enough; a man wants to exorcise headache, while he may be 
skeptical as to the existence of Tiu. Probably too as the exorcist (“medicine 
man”) was also the physician, and medicine was born out of magic rites, 
we may observe in the naming of the actual maladies an intrusion of the 
rational spirit. 13 * 

m So the “thrones, dominions, principalities, powers,” of Paul {Col. 1: 16); 
not only Gnosticism worked out this line of thought but also the Church took this 
heavenly hierarchy seriously. 

135 JQR, ix, 24, 34. So in Hermas, the vices of the tongue are called 6ai/i6via 
mralakia , etc.) Mand., ii, 2: 3; cf. v, 2: 7; xii, 2: 2. 

w Ahhasu becomes the name of a certain fever (a “yellow” fever), Kiichler, 
Beitr. s. Kenntniss d. ass.-bab. Medegin, 61. N. B. the assignment of the several 
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In the Babylonian we find cases in the magical texts of the summariz- 
ing of specific maladies along with the demons. A long and interesting 
example is presented by Jastrow. 185 The series is introduced by a list of 
physical ills — contortions, broken limbs, affection of liver, heart, gall- 
bladder, etc. Then follow the evil eye, curses, calumny, etc., and then 
certain named demons ; the text is an interesting predecessor of our inscrip- 
tions except that it places the maladies first. Is this the consequence of a 
rationalistic tendency? In the texts published by Kuchler we find semi- 
magical prescriptions for diseases alone. 

The New Testament gives a first-hand insight into the popular demon- 
ology of a representative portion of the oriental world at the beginning of 
our era. We find there devils of dumbness and deafness and blindness 
(Mt. 12 : 22, Mk. 9 ‘ 1 7, etc.) ; one woman had “a spirit of infirmity, 

7 rvevfia Meveiag , Lu. 13: n ; Simon’s mother-in-law was seized with a great 
fever and Jesus rebuked the fever, Inerinvaev™ ™ m >per<a, 1,T even as in another 
case he rebuked the wind. And Jesus gave his disciples power “over un- 
clean spirits to cast them out and heal every disease and every malady,” 
Mt. io. 188 

In the Egyptian magic there is the like identification of diseases with 
demons, 3 * 8 and the Greek magical papyri are full of it. Cf. the title of a 
charm given by Wessely, pUnrfow fftywr ofitia? tt pbg daifiovag, vrpbg ^avr&a/iara, 
izpbg Mv v 6 <rov ml Mg So in the samples of Syriac charms published 
by Gollancz 141 we have the same summarization of “all manners of diseases” 
along with the demons, e. g. p. 79 - Exorcised, etc. be “all demons, devils, 
phantoms, every practice, all temptations, unclean spirits, cruel dreams, dark 

demons, asMv, namtan, etc., to the different parts of the body, head, throat, etc.; 

Myhrman ZA, xvi, 146 - . . . 

188 Rel. Bab. u. Ass., i, 367 ff. As Jastrow says, we gam here a further insigh 
into the connection between the medical calling and that of the exorcist. Other 
examples, Thompson, Devils, i, 17 . *45. etc - 

“ An angel ayy,M, of fever, rt al. appears in Byzantme < *«ms; see Rctaen- 
stein, Poimmdres, 19 . It is the Rabbinic rODW, d.scussed above, n. IU. 

138 See at length Conybeare, JQR, viii, 583. etc. 

138 Cases cited by Budge, Egyptian Magic, 206 ff. 

140 xlii, 39 , 1- 589- _ , 

141 Actes du nihne Congris des Orientahstes, Section 4 , 77- 
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apparitions; fear 42 and trembling, terror and surprise, dread, anxiety, 
excessive weeping; fever-panic, tertian fever, all kinds of fever, febrile 
ills, inflammations, etc.; when a child troubles its mother with pains of 
travail ;*** tumors, pestilences, .... all pains and all sicknesses, all wounds 
and all oppositions, surprises, revenges .... the nine sicknesses,” etc. And 
Vassiliev has published a number of Byzantine charms directed especially 
against specific diseases, 14 * the first of which is a general panacea: 

■trdvra rd amptiara nuev/mra, t/ paamvia, y yap/Minda, y <j>a/3epi<TfiMj, ■?/ Qpinrj, // miperbc, 
fj eirlfiovTiav, ?/ ow&vryfut 1 ** irovypbv, ?/ voaepov, y nu<j>bv t f/ rvipAov, y :&7iafan>y- f/ ae2yviaKuv , 
f] pyfteiy (sic) Zavarov, y h'/2 oinbpsvov, y pop^ovftsvov, y apasv, y tif/Xv, y voar/fi&TUV 

(sic). 1 ** 

The most common of the demoniac categories bearing upon physical 
maladies are those with the general significance of “stroke, plague”: NJED 
especially epidemic disease, NDlltP; ’yaa, and n. b. rryis 16: io; KJTino, 
Mand. KJTHD; B'P (W?) 34: 10, 39: 4; w also the nddh, “sufferings.” 148 
Cf. Ps. 91 : 5, a psalm and a verse which the Jews regarded as a valuable 
phylactery, and Ps. 89: 33. The KnenpW treated above may be included 
here, = p&niapa. 

It is a minority of the bowl inscriptions which refer to special diseases. 
Of our texts Nos. 11, 16, 24, 29, 34, are of this character; so also a clause 
in Lidzbarski 5; lists of diseases appear in Wohlstein 2422, apparently 
mostly cutaneous affections, 149 and at the end of Schwab G. 

148 Pears are a frequent object of exorcism in the Greek magic, e. g. Wessely, xlii, 
64, 1. 25, and collation of the subject by Tambornino, De ant. daemonismo, 58, 65 i.; 
see also Dieterich, Abraxas, 86 f. 

148 This in earlier magic would have been ascribed to the jealous Rilith. 

144 Anecdota graeco-bysantina , i, 332. 

148 Cf. Dieterich, Abraxas, 196, 1 . 21, etc,; explained by Pradel as of a demon’s 
occurrence, Sud-ital. Gebete, 9 6. So in Schwab G, NM’ip, and cf. use of verb ~ Kip. 

148 For a survey of the Hellenistic personifications of disease, see Tambornino, 
op. cit„ 62 ff. ; e, g. insanity = Mania; Pehris, etc. ; also see Reitzenstein, Poimandres, 
19, Wendland, Die hellenistisch-romische Kultur, 125. 

M1 Cf. the prayer of the Bishop Serapion directed against ir daa irfajyfi, irdcra pdan^ 
.... Paiatrpa , in Wobbermin, Altchristliche liturg. Stiicke, in Texte u. Untersuchungen, 
N. F., xvii, 2, p. 13. 

148 The Ki-iKDn, Schw. M: 17, right after “arts" and before nyw« may refer to 
tortures inflicted by magical operations, 

140 See Frankel’s criticism of readings, ZA, ix, 308. 
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We find listed general names of diseases, e. g. "Cp EimD, 'TS, pinxtt; 
a large number of cutaneous diseases: XTU, Win, nmnn, amDEin, XD-iri, 
Dionn; 150 a series in 24: 2: arm, W«, xn n?x, probably fevers. In Schwab 
G we read of np'K (= Wohlstein, v ip', “'fevers”), xbnn, xro^y, xnti'-x and 
anC’N (neo-Syriac, malarial fever), 151 xony (“swelling”?), xnQinc* (“con- 
sumption,” Rabb. rttwynro nD (?). 155 wnw, u : a, is possibly “fever.” 
The demons referred to in 34: 10 (q. v.) may be the spirits of cancer, 
tumor of the eye, dysentery, and in 1 . 13 palsy of hand and foot. A long 
list of fevers is presented in the first of Gollancz s Syriac charms. 

In the Berlin bowl 2416 Wohlstein reads a certain affection as 
WOT, translating it “bdser Fluss”; Stiibe reads it ' '3 THT, interpreting 
it, by a desperate solution, as the sacrificial jugular vein which he supposes 
was' used as a maleficent charm. Jastrow in his Lexicon gives both ^ 
and m\ = leucoma of the eye (again the same confusion of i and n 
as in the word XTH' discussed above), 154 The correct spelling is m 
and it is closely related to D-mao , “blindness,” Gen. 19: it, 2 Ki, 6: 18. 
The root is parallel to ra “be clear, bright” (cf. the Assyrian); 155 the 
sense of blindness in connection with this root arose from the fact that 
the sun produces blindness (eye-diseases are most common in the Orient), 
or from the dazzling sensation suffered by those affected with certain 
optical diseases. 

No. 29: 7 we have a characteristic magical prescription for a woman 
who is exorcised from the various categories of devils and charms (xnp)y) 

150 For these and the following terms, see Glossary C. 

181 A disease asu in Assyrian, Kuchler, op. ctt., t&, *97. 

182 Wohlstein 2422 : 20 , dropsy or urinary- affection? Frankel GK 3 9) • 

treatments that have since appeare ex t e nsive bibliography), while 

-r - - - 

d,Se ~ e The Tatadk fonLta'agahi blindness, Shabriri, briri, riri. ri, Ah. Z. tab, 
etc., is formed from this root. 
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and then from XD&'D , a menstruation malady (?■); then are mentioned 
Ninn WUM Wlteao which are evidently the causes of feminine irregu- 
larities, followed by “pollutions” (fluxes?), and the ton “O, probably 

epilepsy. In a badly arranged series in No. 1 6 we find (1. 9) the "id nn 

^.literally “the spirit (= breath?) of stench and asthma,” 1. e. of the 
foul or labored breath symptomatic of diseases (see ad loc .). In n : 3 
again a charm for a woman, after the list of demons appear wnpp and sn.DH 
which we should translate “barrenness” and “bereavement,” understanding 
them as personified. 156 But in the parallel Mandaic text of Lidzbarskis 
(see to No. 11) bereavement has become a Lilith (xrM 
takkaltd). Which is the original of these forms? In 34: 10 
might be rendered, “ugliness and distortion,” with which compare the 
charms of the Greek youths in the papyri for health, good looks, etc. 

Another class of evils are those of a social nature. So poverty 
figures in 34: 12, but from two other passages we see that it is the hostile 
witchcraft that would effect poverty in the victim’s life which is exorcised: 

moa, “the genius of poverty,” 16: 10, and Lidz., 4: WinpK 

/&,; where “distress” and “sickness” are epexegetical to “invocations. 
Again in 34: 12 is found an exorcism against all kindsr of losses: *W 
K3im kobntfi .njW in 7 : 1 1 are troubles involving shame. 

We mark that the rationalization of maladies had not gone very far , 
the decadent Babylonians were satisfied with the exorcism of devils and 
witchcraft and avoided the diagnosis of diseases. For modern magica 
practice in this field see the collection of Jewish charms published by R. 
C. Thompson, “Folklore of Mossoul,” PSBA, 1906-7. In these the spirits 
have fled, but the ancient magical practices remain effective. 

180 Cf. the constant personification in Greek magic of paamvia. 


m E. g. Dieterich, Abraxas , I97> 1- 3* 

188 Cf. the "ijm tin no of my amulet published in JAOS, I 9 II > 2 ^ 1, 




From the Surpu-strks, iv, 
Re l Bab. u. Ass., i, 289. 
Sum.-bab. Hymnen, iv, 1. : 


§ 13. Propitious Angexs, Dismiss, Etc. 


In the Babylonian exorcistic system the beneficent gods and spirits 
were arrayed and invoked against the demons and ills that affected hitman 
kind. Jastrow gives a specimen of such an invocation of some twenty 
deities 1 and discusses at length these various lists and their orders. 3 In 
another example, given by Reisner,* fifty great gods, seven gods of destiny, 
300 Annunaki of heaven and 600 of earth, are invoked. It is not inevitable 
then that we must go to Persian dualism to discover the origin of the 
Jewish angelology. Absolute monotheism with its desire that the one God 
be exalted alone broke down before the specious and alluring argument that 
there must be more who are with us than those who are against us (2 Ki. 

6: 16). 

It is to be premised that in many of our texts the religious element is 
very deficient; reliance is placed upon bans and formulas with often no 
reference to Deity or other personal agencies of friendly character. Those 
inscriptions in which such supernatural agencies apart from God are 
invoked may be divided into three classes, representing so many distinct 
origins. There are those in which the well known names and name- 
formations of the Jewish angelology appear; although, as remarked above, 
§ 12, the word “angel 1 ’ is not used in all cases in the usual Jewish sense 
(often = deity). Then there are the genii of the Mandaic religion, 
mostly with names of outlandish formation. And finally there are the 
invocations of evidently pagan origin in which deities are named, although 
unfortunately most of their names are obscure or perverted by the text 
tradition. Further these different elements are confused and what appears 
like a good Jewish text at times admits a pagan deity into its celestial 


( 95 ) 
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hierarchy — somewhat as the mediaeval Church came to canonize the 
Buddha. 

(1) We need not dwell long upon the Mandaic genii. Pognon has 

given a survey of those occurring in his bowls, 4 to which may be added a 
few more from Li dzbar ski’s and my texts. Some of the names are pat- 
terned after the Jewish angelic nomenclature, e. g. b'yEniy (= basri), or 
have forms in -ai, e. g. iNTiya, called “angels” (No. 38), or we 

find a name DWiBNp patterned after the obscure Mandaic principles 
Piriawis and Sindiriawis. A number of the names are not' found in the 
known Mandaic literature. 5 * * 

(2) The angelology of the apparently Jewish texts and the angelic 
nomenclature are not as elaborate as we find in later Jewish literature, e. g. 
the Siuord of Moses 8 or the Sefer Rasielf the bulk of which consists of 
lists of angelic names. 8 The majority of our texts have no such names. 
The most common angels are Michael, Gabriel, Raphael. As a rule the 
names are formed in -el, although other formations appear and quite un- 
Jewish potencies are brought in as angels. Our texts stand on the border- 
land of Jewish angelology and not within its orthodox development. 

Taking up first the known angels, we find that Michael does not have 
necessary precedence.” He sometimes appears in the first place followed 
by Gabriel, Raphael, Nuriel, et al. (e. g. Nos. 14, 34, Hyv.), but as often 
the order has Gabriel first, — Gabriel, Michael, Raphael (Nos. 7, 20, 
Myhrman, Wohlstein 2422, 2416), or Gabriel occurs without Michael (e. g. 

4 B, p. 93 - 

* In Ellis 1 the Mandaic genius Abatur is an evil spirit, and is classed among 
the ghostly spirits in Wohlstein, 2417; 6. N. B. the occurrence of this name as 
Abyater in an Ethiopic apocryphon, Littmann, I AOS, xxv, 28. A f riel, ib., 29, is a 
form of Raphael, corresponding to the form, occurring in the bowls; see Glossary 
A, v. 

9 Gaster, Journ. Royal Asiatic Soc., 1896, and in separate imprint. 

T Composed by Eleazar of Worms, 13th cent. 

* See, in general, Schwab, Dictionnaire de I’angSlologie, 1897 (in Memoires of 
Academy of Inscriptions and Belles-lettres, Series 1, vol. 10, part 2). The Essenes 
laid great stress on the names of angels, Josephus, Bell, jud., ii, 8: 7. 

8 See Lueken, Michael, 1898, especially § 4. 
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the Jewish literature (Old Testament and i obit), nci du S «= 
cede these or occur without them. Aniel appears as the fourth 
(Wohlstein 2416). 

The title peculiar to Michael in Jewish lore, the Great Prmo 
(Dan. 12, Aboda Z. 42b, etc.), appears in 5: 3 > but without sj 
ence, and at the end of No. 7 fr the list of angels 
its occurrence at the beginning of the text names Gabriel hi si 
“the great lord” ; so the application of the epithet is uncertain, 
nat’s text, which appears to be comparatively late, we find & 
glory expressed: “the mighty, the king, genius of the law’ 
xmiKh In 34‘- 7 he is called the “healer” t*°*\*? 

V and Gabriel the “servant of the Lord.” the title 


0 o(5 f. ; e . g. in Enoch 20: Uriel, Kataei, 
For Gabriel we may note that the Mandaeans 
him with Hibel-Ziwa (Norberg, Onom., 33, 

. appear to have ignored Michael, 
price of love. For the epithet referred to, see 


» See for early preced* 

Raguel, Michael, Sarakael, < 
gave him high honor, idc 
Brandt, Mand. Schr., 21), v 
11 Lueken, Michael 11, f 
notes to No. 3. 

« C f the dictum of Sefer Raziel { quoted by , 
divination it is necessary to pronounce the mystic re 
of charm in Wessely, xlii, 6S, where the seven ange 
parallel to them two rows of barbarous mystrcal n. 
varying permutations of the seven vow-els; 

N B. the many mystical or magical names o 
w.T.nfc.n philosophy; Dozy and de Goeje, Adis 
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cism is made in the name of Metatron, tladriel, Nuriel, Uriel, Sasgabiel 
Hafkiel, Mehafkiel, 12 ” “who are the seven angels that go and turn around 
heaven and earth and stars and zodiac and moon and sea. 5 ” 8 

In this last series Metatron takes the place that should be given to 
Michael. Metatron 14 appears earlier as one of the (six) archangels, in 
Targum Jer. to Dt. 34: 6: Michael, Gabriel, Metratron, Jophiel, Uriel, 
Yephephia. He is really a rival figure to Michael, springing from a dif- 
ferent religious concept; Michael is an angel, the patron of Israel, hence 
the Angel, par excellence, the representative of deity. 1 ' Metatron is in origin 
an idea, Platonic, Philonic, however we may call it, produced by the neces- 
sity of a Demiurge, a “second god” between Deity and man.** It is interesting 
to watch the somewhat unlike histories of the rival ideas. Michael remains 
an angel, but Metatron becomes more and more a mystic being; he is as- 
sociated with the Enoch and Elija legends, and his identity with these human 
beings may be described as an assimilation of them to Metatron or as his 
incarnation in them; he is both divine and human. 17 To the mystic, the 
kabbalist, such a figure is more sympathetic than the archangel (cf. the 
argument of the Epistle to the Hebrews!), and so he replaces or absorbs 
Michael, Hence he is described in terms like those given to Michael. 
Eisenmenger quotes (p. 396) a long list of appellatives : he is Prince of 
the Presence, Prince of the Eaw, Prince of wisdom, Prince of kings, etc. 
(cf. the titles applied to Michael in Hyvernat’s bowl), while elsewhere 
(Eisenmenger, ibid.) he is called the Prince of the world, cf. the title 
“the great prince” discussed above in connection with Michael. 18 We may 

Most of these names are plays on evident roots. 

18 For references and literature on the planetary angels see Lueken, op. cit., 56; 
add Eisenmenger, Bntdecktes Judentum, ii, 383 ff. ; Bousset, Religion des Judentums, 
315 ff- 

14 See Weber, Jiidische Theologie, § 37, and for origins of the idea cf. Bousset, 
op. cit, 348. 

15 For the extremes to which this notion went, see Lueken, op. cit, 36 ff. 

19 Both ideas are associated in Philo’s mind; see Lueken, § 7, on the Myoc 
apx'dyye^oc oi Philo. 

” For later legends see Eisenmenger, ii, 394 ff *nd the interesting critical dis- 
cussion of this later (Gaonic) development of Judaism by Joel, Der Aberglaube, ii, 

15 ff. 

18 Cf. N"D NO’Stf who stands before “the true God” in the pagan text of No. 19. 
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suppose that on the periphery of Judaism as well as in its esoteric circles 
the idea of Metatron would be especially acceptable to those who were not 
weaned from polytheism. 

Comparing Nos. 3, 19, 25, we come upon an interesting identification. 
NDOTK, which appears in No. 3, is the Greek Hermes, more especially the 
Hermes of the mystic Egypto-Grecian theosophy (see to No. 3). He is 
the Word, etc. (No. 19) and in 25: 4 f., is identified with Metatron. 18 Thus 
we have here a welding together of the esoteric Jewish Metatron and the 
equally mystical Hermes of Hellenism. Whether our magicians weie 
w aware what KDtna meant, I know not and I doubt it. It gave them one 
more mystical name and combination. 

Just as Hermes was dragged in, so other names or words were put 
in the category of angels or intermediate beings. So in 7: 8 the invocation 
is in the name of Gabriel, Michael, Rafael, Asiel, Hermes,. Abbahu, 
Abraxas, 20 And so with many terms in these invocations it is impossible 
to decide what we are dealing with (e. g. Agrabis, 17: 4), whether a surro- 
gate for a divine name, an intermediate being, a pagan deity, or perhaps 
a sorcerer’s name. The expression “in the name of” was taken seriously 
only so far as the name was concerned ; the name, the word, was the essen- 
tial thing, not the prosaic object it stood for. The same phenomenon 
appears in the magical papyri. There we find now an exorcism m the 
name of Abraham, Isaac, Jacob, Jesus Christ (xt and Holy Spirit (■>«* 
irvevpa, sic) 21 — wherein the exorcist shows bad orthodoxy, whether as Jew 

or Christian; or again an incantation in the name of ^ eapauA 

a(W ^ ^ aovpnfr Taflp* *«» P^ . 

where gods, angels and formulas are mixed up just as ^intelligently as 
in the incantations from Nippur. 

As for the minor angels most of them can be found in other Jewish 
literature, and reference for them may be made to Schwab's dictionary 
of angelology. Glossary A lists the angelic names in the bowls. In their 

» So Michael was identified with Hermes, Lueken, of. cit, 28, 78 (with refer- 
ence to Hermes-figures bearing Michael’s name). 

=» For some of the angel names in the papyri, see Lueken, op. at, 71. 

21 Wessely, Vienna Denkschriften, xxxvi, 2, 75. 1- I32 7- 

22 Ibid., 144, 1. 144- See above § n. 
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formation they follow the general rule of making the first (verbal) element 
express the object desired in the incantation. Thus in the love-charms 
Nos. 13 and 28, the angels invoked are Rahmiel, Habbiel and Hanniniel. 

(3) It is difficult to say how many of the bowls are Jewish; the pres- 
ence of Jewish catchwords is not a sufficient criterion. I would call atten- 
tion to a few of the Nippur bowls which are definitely pagan. Of such 
nature is the last one cited, No. 28, where along with the angel Rahmiel 
appear the mighty (passionate?) Dlibat (a Semitic Venus) and [blank] 
gods. No. 19 has the longest list of invocations of apparently heathen 
deities. Only a few of them can be certainly identified. Hermes appears 
there, probably two words (masc. and fern.) representing the Gnostic Aeons 
(rv^Q% inn'K) ; Bagdana, “with 70 exalted priests,” who appears as a 
demon (Abugdana) in the Mandaic bowls. 2 * Other names have a very 
non-Semitic sound, and we can identify some Greek divinities: Zeus, 
Okeanos, Protogenos ( see the commentary) . Also we find angelic names, 
Akzariel, etc., and again Abraxas, and reference to the 60 gods and 80 
goddesses. Yet the opening invocation is “in thy name Lord of Salvation,” 
etc., who is also the “true God,” 1 . 17. 

Of peculiar interest is No. 36, in which the exorcist declares he has 
been empowered by certain deities: “The lord Sames (sun) has charged 
me, Sina (moon) has sent me, Rel has commanded me, Nannai has said to 
me [blank], and Nirig (Nergal) has given me power.” In quite antique 
wise the sorcerer (perhaps a priest, professes to have received 

oracles. Apart from the striking parallels of the prophetic commissions 
in the Old Testament, we find the expression of like assumption by the 
exorcists in the Babylonian magic. Thus from the Utukku- series: “The 
sorcerer-priest that makes clear the ordinances of Eridu am I; of Marduk 
sage magician, eldest son of Ea, herald am I, the exorciser of Eridu, most 
cunning in magic am I”; 24 again: “The man of Ea am I, the messenger 
of Marduk am I, my spell is the spell of Ea, my incantation the incantation 

® Pognon B, p. 93, kidz„ 4: 2 (p. 103, n. 7); cf. the change of the beneficent 
Mandaic genius Abatur into an evil spirit in Ellis 1. 

34 Thompson, Devils, i, 133. 
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Ibid., 23. 

Tablet ii, 11. 52, 158. Cf. also § 9, end. 


IV. HISTORICAL CONCLUSIONS 


§ 14. Age op this Rowes 

Very diverse views as to the antiquity of the bowls have been offered 
by -students. It is unnecessary to consider the hypothesis of their pre- 
Christian origin . 1 * * Chwolson as an epigraphical expert submitted the texts 
he was acquainted with to a careful examination and believed he could 
assign them, by comparison of the scripts, to different centuries early in 
this era, from the second to the fourth or fifth. But epigraphical evidence 
in the case of a formed script like that of the square character is fallacious. 
Especially in the case of rude popular texts, in which antique forms of 
writing have survived, no certainty from epigraphy can be obtained. And 
in general a chronology obtained from epigraphy is most dubious; I may 
refer to the current opposing arguments over the Siloam inscription and 
the Gezer calendar tablet, or note the remarkably fluent, almost cursive 
script of the potsherds from Samaria, which only their certain provenance 
compels us to ascribe to the Omride age. 

But most of the students would be inclined to place the bowls con- 
siderably later, between the fifth and ninth centuries, although rather by 
conjecture, from the impression made by the contents, than through pos- 
itive proofs. Levy and Halevy thought, but fallaciously, that they could 
detect Arabisms, and were inclined to date the texts after the Arabic con- 
quest.* Noldeke would place Hyvernat’s bowl not earlier than the eighth 
century, basing his opinion on the forms of the Persian names.’ Schwab 
assigned his Louvre bowls to the fourth or fifth century . 4 

1 See above, § 5. 

3 bevy, ZDMG, ix, 474; Halevy, Comptes rendus, 1877, 292, specifying more 
exactly, “vers le gieme siecle,” 

8 Zeits. f. Keilschriftforsch, ii, 295. 

* Rev. d’ass. et d’arch,, ii, 136. 
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It is evident that, in the case of a large number of texts coming from 
different localities and in most cases not observed in situ, it is impossible to 
take a datum from any one and so fix the chronology of the whole species. 
Magical literary forms are peculiarly persistent ; we may think of the 
uncertainty as to the age of the Greek magical texts, in which, for instance, 
a Christian theological phrase may not define the age of the magical formula, 
can only give a clue to that of the particular document. And so our texts, 
copied and recopied as precious magical prescriptions, repeated possibly 
by laymen long after the special school of sorcery had ceased to exist, may 
have extended over a series of centuries. Some bowls may be considerably 
later than others, e. g. Hyvernat’s with its reference to “Ispandas-Dewa the 
Jinn of Solomon,” and Schwab’s H and O composed of biblical verses. 

Fortunately more certainty as to a unity of time can be had for the 
texts from Nippur. These were found by expert scholars. »» situ at certain 
noted levels of the ruins. While written in three different dialects and as 
many scripts, nevertheless the appearance of the same persons and families 
in the three classes tends to show that they all belonged to about the same 
aR e We are not therefore to suppose a stratification of Judaic, Syriac 
Mandaic layers, representing so many different ages or even distinct racia 
elements. Nor do the variants within the texts of the square script oxnpel 
us to assign them to different ages; these are but calligraphic vana 
There is every reason to place the Nippur bowls within rather a brief period 
and if one or a few texts threw any light upon the chronology, we could 
place the age of the whole collection. 

The provenance of the bowls from Nippur was described in § i; 
they lay above the stratum of the Parthian temple. This building had 
been Zstroved, was covered with sand, and upon the Tell settled small 
Semitic communities, Jews and Mandaeans, drawn to the deserted place 
probably by motives of religions community life. Indeed we may supp 
that these bodies, separated from the main currents of them larger societ.e , 
made a practical use and profit out of their religious prestige m the p 

• i 4. + Tn crteak more exactly of the archaeological 

Parthian coins, Jewish bowls being found also in the latte . 
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dating then is the seventh century, on the basis of the Cufic coins, and this 
dating is to be pushed back, if it be modified at all, because of the ease 
with which small coins slip down through the soil. The archaeological 
evidence then for the terminus ad quern of our texts is the seventh century 
(probably its beginning), with a fair leeway back into the preceding century. 

As I have said, the epigraphical evidence is a weak reed to lean on 
for chronology." The only new fact I can bring to bear on this feature of 
the discussion is the novel Syriac script exhibited in seven of our bowls. 
I have discussed this script in § 6 and there came to the conclusion that 
it is an early type of the Edessene style of alphabet, a result corroborated 
by its identity with the Manichaean alphabet. But again this may be a 
case of survival; certain evidence from epigraphy is nil. 

There remains the philological testimony. The “Jewish” Aramaic of 
the texts is just such as we find in the Talmud, and with evidently like 
dialectical variations; a few forms appear representing the “Palestinian” 
dialect, remains of which occur in the Babylonian literature. The Mandaic 
dialect is fully formed, and has exercised its influence, at least in spelling, 
upon the other two, the Rabbinic and Syriac. There are many words which 
can be illustrated only from the neo-Syriac dialects, or from the compilations 
of the Syriac lexicographers. But these words may be old and only by 
chance have failed to make their appearance in literature. Thus the late 
Syriac form Nfjy “goat,” is now found in the Elephantine papyri. The 
fact that a Persian word, e. g. dastabira, does not appear till later or is a 
hapax legomenon, is not proof of late age unless it can be shown to be of 
late Persian formation. Nor do I find that any of the proper names compel 
us to assume a late date. The majority of them are Persian, and do not, 
to one who is a layman in this branch of science and who must rely mostly 
upon the authority of Justi’s Namenbuch, appear to be necessarily late, say 
toward the end of the first millennium.* 

8 Tt is impossible to make an epigraphical examination of all the bowls published, 
for in the majority of cases facsimiles are not given, or they are poorly made. 

* Noldeke’s argument that the element -duch for -ducht speaks for a late age 
is not at all stringent for a Semitic dialect which would naturally abhor a termination 
in a double consonant ; the Syriac texts have -ducht. 
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There is one line of negative evidence which is the only clue to a 
terminus ad quem which I can discover on this basis. Despite the variety 
of names, the list of which includes two Syriac Christian names ( N'lnyo 
Klnp ra) and a Greek name ( tVKnNP'ts ), also probable Indian 
names, there is none of Arabic origin. A pair of common nouns and the 
use of B for the conjunction in two cases do give us etymological connec- 
tions in that direction; but a in this usage is found in the Senjirli inscrip- 
tions and the Elephantine papyri and is a spelling ad aurem — it is corrected 
in one of Schwab’s texts. As for the two words KTO, Jinn, and pi" (and 
possibly I cannot grant that these loans must have taken place 

after the Mohammedan conquest, when sorcery was so eager to include 
every possible name of evil spirits (n. b. the adoption of Mpohu) and inas- 
much as the good Semitic word may long have been at home on the Arabian 
frontiers of Babylonia. 

My consequent conclusion is that the Nippur texts should be placed 
in a period not later than the sixth or the beginning of the seventh century, 
that is, only as a terminus ad quem , approximately 600 A. D. The abandon- 
ment of the Tell of Nippur may have been caused by the Arabic conquest, 
which, as we may assume, ultimately drove away the Jewish and Mandaean 
settlers to other abodes, the latter to their recesses in the south (they were 
not, I think, recognized as one of “the peoples of a book”), the former 
to the towns. As for those texts from other quarters that appear to be 
later, they are but the continuation, which we should expect, of the magic 
of the elder bowls, and as I have noticed in § 2, towards the end, late de- 
scendants of the species. 

If my conclusions from the data of the Nippur bowls are justified, 
they afford us one result of comparative value. While the great mass of 
magical, and more particularly Jewish magical literature, is known to us 
Only in late documents, — we may but speculate as to the age of the Sword 
of Moses, the Wisdom of the Chaldaeans, the Seal of Solomon, the elements 
of Sefer Raziel— our texts are contemporary and authentic documents of 
the late pre-Islamic period in Babylonian history. 


15. Origins and Relations of the Bowl Magic 


“Jewish incantation bowls” is the title that has been generally applied 
to our species of magical texts. It arose in consequence of the fact that 
the first bowls interpreted, as also the majority of those now known, are 
written in the script and dialectic forms of the speech of the Talmud, 
and withal appear preponderantly to bear the earmarks of Judaism. 1 2 The 
subsequent discovery of similar supplies of texts Mandaic in composition 
and contents, and now the presentation in this volume of a number of 
Syriac texts, enlarge our vista concerning the diffusion of this special 
form of magic among the races and faiths of Babylonia. Further, over 
against texts of whose Judaism there may be no reasonable doubt, we find 
a number which are out and out pagan, while the majority are certainly 
eclectic in their theological tastes. These observations require that we 
extend our study beyond the domain of Judaism to discover the relations 
of these bowl-texts to the general field of magic, as we know it for the 
first centuries of the Christian era, and to the earlier strains which entered 
into it. What are the historical connections of our texts, and what light 
do they cast upon the religious or spiritistic thought of cosmopolitan Baby- 
lonia in the age of the Sassanian empire?* 

In the magic-wild age at the beginning of our era, the Jewish magic 
was recognized as one of the three great schools of sorcery, along with 
the Chaldaean and the Egyptian. The Jews had inherited the rites and 
notions of primitive magic from the Arabian Hebrews and from ancient 
Canaan; despite the severity of an ethical monotheism, which throughout 

1 Hence our rude and vulgar texts are of philological importance as almost the 
only early contemporary documents of these dialects. 

2 The analogies have been set forth in the preceding sections; in the following 
paragraphs I can only speculate on the genealogical relations. Cf. Deissmann, 
Light from the Ancient Bast, 261, n. 2. ' 
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its growth had placed a unique ban upon the practice of sorcery, this 
feature nevertheless survived. While the Second Isaiah is deriding the 
sorceries of Babylon and exposing their helplessness (c. 47), we have 
stray glimpses of the persistence of ancient rites closely akin to magic, which 
still claimed the adherence of renegades (Bsc. 8 ; Is. 65, 66). In the Book 
of Tobit are given magical remedies for the expulsion of foul demons with 
the concurrence of angels; Josephus tells of his sorcerer who could pull 
the demon out of the nose of the possessed with a root indicated by 
Solomon. 3 The New Testament gives the first extensive and intimate 
picture of the magical conditions in Palestine; “If I through the finger of 
God cast out devils, by whom do your sons cast them out ?” — inquires 
Jesus. In Acts we read of well-established sorcerers who bewitched the 
people and even Gentiles in foreign parts, a Simon Magus and Bar- Jesus 
Elymas. But apart from the hoary forms of Mezuzoth and Tephillin and 
some mortuary charms, 4 our first literary specimens of Jewish or Judaizing 
magic are found in the Greek papyri of the Christian age, and there how 
much is Greek and how much Jewish we know not. Here appear various 
forms and anagrams of the Ineffable Name, quotations from the Scriptures, 
historical references to Solomon and especially to Moses,* who came, as 
the great mystagogue and magician, to be identified with Hermes-Thoth, 
and was regarded as the teacher of Orpheus.® He is made the author of a 
Hermetic book, through and through Egyptian and Hellenistic, entitled the 
Eighth Book of Moses, as a continuation of the Pentateuch, which Dieterich 
has published at the end of his Abraxas. Blau and Deissmann have pub- 
lished a delicate erotic charm, composed in true Greek spirit, and yet the 
former may be right in claiming its phraseology as preponderantly Jewish/ 
In which direction was the give and take, what were the connecting links? 
Dieterich would find in the Essenes and Therapeutae the bond between 

* A.J., viii, 2, 5. For a survey of Jewish magic and a large bibliography, see 
Schurer, Gesch, d. Jiid. Volkes, § 32, vii (ed. 3, iii, 294)> 

4 See H. Vincent, “Amulette judeo-aranrienne,” Rev. bibl, 1908, 382. (with ample 
bibliography), and Montgomery, JAOS, 1911, 272. 

8 See the analogies presented in § 11. 

8 Dieterich, Abraxas , 70. , 

T See notes to No. 28. 
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Jewish and Hellenic magic. 8 But just wherein lay the peculiar type and 
particular contribution of Judaism to the world’s magical faith, we do not 
know, for the reason that we have no early magical documents of unim- 
peachable Jewish origin. And if we possessed documents from the 
Palestinian life of the Hebrews, how far even then could we decide what 
was specifically Hebrew and not Canaanitish or borrowed from the spheres 
of culture to the east and west? What different origins are assigned by 
the commentators to the occult practices described in Eze. 8." 

When we pass to the eastern home of the Diaspora we have that 
marvellous encyclopaedia, the Talmud, with its glimpses into the common 
life of the people as well as into the discussions of the schools; magic holds 
its sway more or less over all, and its existence, if not its legality, is con- 
fessed by the spiritual masters, who, if we may contrast successively Mishna, 
Gemara, the Gaonic period, with one another, came more and more to 
recognize and legitimatize the practice of magic. 10 We catch in the Talmud 
and the subsequent authoritative literature some of the magical phrases, 
learn something of the practices and beliefs in demons, mark the super- 
stitious fears of the people of Babylonia, of the Jews as well as of their 
neighbors. 11 Our bowls and their inscriptions are rude and unlovely, with 
none of the sombre dignity of the Babylonian incantations, or of the often 
lyric beauty of the Greek magical literature ; M but these bowls are of prime 
interest as giving us for the first time extensive texts of the eclectic Baby- 
lonian magic of the first Christian millennium. They are degenerate suc- 
cessors of the elder incantations of the land, yet they are autograph 
evidence of the superstitions which Talmud, with caution, and Eisenmenger’s 
Bntdecktes Judcnthum, with malice, reveal, and are precursors of that sea 
of magical literature which has come down to us under Jewish auspices. 

8 lb., 137 ff. 

9 See Kraetzschmar, ad loc. 

10 See Joel, Der A berglaube, the sections C, D, E (pt. I, pp. 53, 64; pt. 2, p. 2) 
for this comparison. For the Talmudic teachers who allowed and practised magic, 
see Blau, Das altjud. Zauberwesen, 26, 54. 

11 According to Blau, pp. 23, 84, the Babylonian Jews were far more addicted 
to magic than the Palestinians. 

15 Cf. the noble Hermetic hymn of creation, the “holy word” in the Eighth Book 
of Moses, in which “God smiled seven times,” and each smile was an act of creation; 
Dieterich, p. 182. 



Jastrow, Rel Bab. u. Ass., i, ch. xvi, and his Religious 


13 See for the literature, 
Beliefs in Bab. and Ass., 296 ff. 
See p. 43- 
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And withal they give a sample of the medley and fusion of peoples and 
religions in the land which the Jews had long since called Confusion. 

The order of the day is to Babylonize, and our evident line of primary 
investigation is to discover the relationships of the bowls with the ancient 
Babylonian magic, the literature of which in the last decades has been 
published in large quantities by the most distinguished Assyriologists.’ 

My notes to the texts and the Introduction show how apparently numerous 
are the connections between the object of our study and the magic of 
Babylonia. While there is only one instance of the specific bowl praxis m 
that earlier literature,” still its method of defixion is quite congruous with 
the ancient magical operations. As of yore, the sorcerer appears as the 
commissioner of Deity or of the gods <§ 9) ; he follows definite and repeti- 
tious formulas, similar to the Babylonian siptu (§ »)■ He invokes most 
frequently, or at least primarily, one chief god, “the Lord of love an 
healing,” just as the Babylonian called on Ea or Marduk. but, as in the 
elder incantation^, other gods or their angelic equivalents are invoked in 
large accumulation (§ I*)'. Most striking in the correspondences is the 
registration of the devils, black arts and maladies to be exorcise! ; as in 
the Babylonian, so in our magic these are specified in long detailed lists 
fg I2 ) In fact our spells far outdo the Babylonian repetition of the 
seven classes of evil spirits. In the Mandaic texts the terror of the witches 
appears, in others the evil charm is reversed upon the head of the soiceie , 
all as in Babylonian magic. Rites and words and the instruments of mapc, 
which are personified, are as much the object of detestation as m the Mi - 
series. Diseases and all human ills are inspired by devUs, indeed are dev* 
and are treated as personal essences. The magicians an, te spc 
mighty god, is laid upon them all, and tiiey are forthwith assumed to be 
“bound and “tied," as in older days when simulacra sacramentally sealer 
the operation. Even the quotation of Scriptures and references to sacred 
legend have their parallels in the Babylonian incantations, which used the 
ancient myths as potent charms ($ .1). It is unnecessary to*™* 
further with the summary of general correspondences, but enough 
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been noticed to dispose our minds to the dictum of Zimmern : 16 “Diese (the 
incantation bowls) im Ausdruck oft uberraschend an die alten babylonischen 
Beschworungen erinnernden jiidischen Beschworungstexte, bei denen unter 
den mit Namen angefiihrten bosen Damonen auch Lilith haufig erscheint, 
liefern in ihrer Weise ebenfalls den Beweis fur naclihaltige Einstromen 
babylonischer damonologischer Vorstellungen in das Judentum .” 16 

Yet the implications that may be drawn from this judgment, even if 
not intended by the writer, are open to criticism. In the first place, as 
observed in the preceding sections, similar correspondences with the Greek 
magic are to be noted in almost every instance. This fact compels us to 
recognize the possibility of eclectic as well as of immediate Babylonian 
influence upon the Jewish magic. And then, secondly, marked differences 
exist between the fields, changes in the center of gravity, omissions, 
accretions. There still remains a large degree of substantial 1 reason in the 
opinion earlier expressed by Noldeke, surveying the material from a dif- 
ferent point of view: “Die Verbindung mit altbabylonischen Aberglauben 
diirfte also ziemlich lose sein.” 1 * The study of magic is still in its begin- 
nings, and students are too prone to find a genetic relation when we have 
to bear in mind that we are dealing with parallel workings of the human 
spirit operating in a universal and amazingly uniform field, while at the 
same time, particularly for the age when Hellenistic culture was dominant, 
we must give allowance for the interfusion of factors geographically most 
distant. 

Of the old Babylonian names of demons, only two appear in our texts, 
the sedn and Lilith (with its male counterpart), but these, if originally 
Babylonian, in ancient times had pervaded the Semitic world. The utukki 
limnuti are the KIWI! yrvn , “evil spirits,” but these have their biblical pre- 
cedent . 38 The Babylonian vocabulary has been suppressed by genuine 
Semitic words. The extensive praxis of the Babylonian has also almost 
disappeared; the inversion of the bowl, some rudely scrawled designs, and 

M KAT*, 463. 

16 The actual adoption by the Jews of Babylonian magical rites is portrayed in 
Eze. 13 j 17 f. 

17 Z. /. Keilschriftforsch., ii, 297. 

18 The may be Babylonian, see to 8: 2. 
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one or two magical prescriptions” are all that remain m our texts of ‘ 
elder practice. The use of the bowl in a love-charm has its paralkl ony 
in the Hellenistic or defixio, likewise bune ,n ,e ea ' 

sorcerer invokes the names of ancient masters (as in the Giee g 
aga „) he no longer is professionally independent like the as.fu priest even 
« borrow and lay the spell. The mere ‘-word” or "name h s 
nlaced the practice’ in the Babylonian magic the gods weie prayu 
- - — — - *“•' - 

— ■ — 

rjr rr — 

magic appears more spiritual; it actually p eves to vj 
mechanical, because it invokes a hunting of h gmh »d he v >1 ^ 

by a cheap and easy formula without any of the serv.ee 
litany and priest, which the elder rites prescribed. 

There is thus a change in the sP i ^ th * ’ ^fj^Jmetol texts 
was religious in his incantation, i * ^ tQ that o( entirely 

that we find the passage ft rom the^ ^ ^ science or i„ 

mechanical operation, whic y the Babylonian devotee, 

absolute magic. The sense o sin incantation 

he needed to dress in sackcloth and wallow » j^ ’in poetic and ethical 
required rites of purification and confe.m " ‘ ^ our texts, 

litanies” But any such religious element finely J J ^ 

apart from the stereotyped to sin and guilt.'” 

of love” and two " prote V ^ * one w hose efficacy con- 

:5rs* u «. — • -» * — - 

or confession. 


” SeC N0S ' I2 ’ I3 ‘. . the S econd tablet of the $wr/>w-series. 

o Cf. the “confessional in the sec 

!SR See p. 86. 
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It may be further noticed that in the use of the Jewish Scriptures, 
which is very scanty, the passages of real religious import are not employed 
(§ n). This is especially true of the Nippur texts, and often all that we 
have reminiscent of the Bible or of religion are the stereotyped Aniens and 
Halleluias, common property of the magic of the age. Along with this 
unreligiousness of the magic goes a certain impression of impersonality 
throughout; there is a general lack of reference even to personal sorcerers; 
attention is paid to the operation of witchcraft, regarded itself as a poten- 
tiality, and the mechanical danger is met by mechanical means. 

In these differentia from the old Babylonian magic we find much that 
is apparently or evidently Jewish, and again some factors that are not so 
categorically explained. We may think that the comparative absence of 
magic rite is due to Jewish influence, as also the large use of name-sorcery. 
The cultless condition of the Jews since A. D. 70 and the long previous 
term of six centuries in which the official cult was confined to one sanctuary, 
must have incapacitated the Jew for the rites of the magician. He dared 
not make simulacra, many practices were out of question because of their 
evidently heathen associations ("the ways of the Amorite”). But he had 
a holy book made up of sacred words, and a god unlike any of the pagans, 
who might not be seen, who once had spoken (Dt. 5), and who in lieu of 
images and many sanctuaries was revealed in his Names. 21 And so holy 
words and names became the province of the Jewish sorcery. His religion, 
when it passed out of the naturalistic or the ethical sphere, found its outlet 
in logology, in Rabbinism with its logomachies, in magic and kabbalism 
with their manipulation of words and letters. Even the angels, which were 
imported as a kind of humanizing mythology into Jewish monotheism, 
came to be but plays on roots, invocations of the attributes or activities of 
deity, so that finally angel was merely synonymous with charm. 22 

In these particulars the Jews may have contributed to the later 
Mesopotamian magic, as well as to that of the Hellenistic world. In our 
bowls we find Jewish families as the clients, and in the Nippur collection 
there is a frequent reference to the venerable Jewish master, Joshua b. 
Perahia, as a revealer of heaven’s mysteries ; but as he appears also in the 

21 Kabbalism appears as early as the present text of Bx. 3, 14. 

23 See § 12, n. 1 12. 
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Syriac bowls, which are probably of pagan origin, he may have already 
become a common traditional figure like Moses in the papyii. Nippur had 
been since the Exile a center of the Jews,” and in Talmudic times it lay 
just east of the famous Rabbinic school at Sura, between which 
and Pumbaditha to the north of Babylon the spiritual life of Babylonian 
Judaism circulated." But Nippur does not appear to have remained a 
Jewish seat of importance. It is mentioned but once in the Talmud, and 
the settlement which the Pennsylvania expedition unearthed on the top o 
its ruins was, at least so far as the bowls testify, a mixed folk, among whom 
the identical magic flourished under Jewish. Mandaic, pagan forms. This 
interchange of magical' property precludes us from specifically speaking 
of many texts as certainly Jewish, even while we recognize numerous 
Jewish elements. It is interesting to observe that the Mandaic texts are 
truer to the theology of the sect than many of the so-called Jewish bowls. 
The Jewish magic here in Nippur, as elsewhere, was eclectic. The religion 
of the Jew cannot admit that it itself is eclectic, and the self-consciousness 
of the intelligent orthodoxy in rejecting or at least minimizing magic as 
part of the Jewish system, approves itself when we study our specimens 
of magic ; their science is as much cosmopolitan as native. 

I pass now to another clue for the origins of the bowl-magic. I have 
discussed under No. 3 the frequent references to the genius Annan, w 
is identified with Metatron and called the Word and is none « se than .the 
Hermes of the Hermetic theosophy. No. u8 is a magical ph.ltie for a 
lovesick wife, the terms of which find their closest correspondence 
“charm^ No. r 9 names a number of deities, among whose ob- e 
names we can identify Zeus and Okeanos, and perhaps the nan 
Aeon-pair There are other clues of connection with the Greek magic, 
discussed in the Introduction and the texts; I may refer especially to the 


-or the river Chebar 

Pennsylvania Expedition, see SB. ix, P lat ® . summa ry in Light on the Old 

Jewish setders there see Tilne of firm and 

S2 ZZ SLu "(Publication no. a of the lew, 

CoHe.e^London)^ ^ ^ fc ***** Berlin, 190a, «, 153 (with no reference 

tf to Nippur). 

- Yoma iob, identified with the biblical Calneh 
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identical pharaseology in the choice of a certain day out of a month and a 
year as auspicious for working the charm . 26 Such terms as Abraxas direct 
our thought to the great western world and the imposing magical fabric 
of Hellenism. 2 ’ And this system directs us to Egypt. 

I have spoken of the permutations made on the Sacred Name as typi- 
cally Jewish. And yet there was another people which equally cultivated 
the mystery of ineffable names, a people older than the worshippers of 
Yahwe, the Egyptians . 28 The Jewish development in this regard was 
hardly independent of Egypt. However this may be, we find in the Greek 
magical texts the fusion of the two theosophies, the Jewish Ineffable Name, 
with all its vowel permutations, and like sacred titles, Sebaoth, Adonai, etc., 
mixed pell-mell with those of Egyptian origin. And further the accumu- 
lation of barbarous syllables, such as appear in our texts, has no known 
tradition behind it hailing from the Jewish and Babylonian theologies; 
it must be traced back to the Egyptian magical science . 29 This phenomenon 

' 38 See p. 55. 

27 The recent rapid development of the study of magic and the increased appli- 
cation to the magical papyri have aroused in various quarters the question concerning 
the nature of the Jewish magic and its relations to that of the Hellenistic world. 
This investigation appears to have been first broached in a critical way by Blau 
(pp. 37 ff., 96 ff.)j followed by several writers whose works have been constantly 
cited in the above pages: Dieterich, Deissmann, Conybeare (who considers the 
Testament of Solomon to be of Jewish origin), Gaster (in introduction to his Sword 
of Moses), Reitzenstein, Heitmuller, Wendland. Our specimens of magic hail from 
the eastern confines of that world, even from beyond its political borders, and are 
speaking proofs of the eclectic and cosmopolitan character of Hellenistic magic. 

38 Budge, Egyptian Magic, ch. v; Erman, Egyptian Religion (1907), 154. For 
the influence of Egypt in the Hellenistic magic, see the excursus in Heitmuller, “Im 
Namen Jesu,” 218. 

20 In addition to the observations in § 11, see Budge, l. c.; Wiedemann, 
Religion of the Ancient Egyptians (1897), 268, quoting Synesius’s words: the 
Egyptian “mumbled a few unintelligible syllables”; also his Magie u. Zauberei im 
alt. Agypten (1905), 32. The Greek papyri are faithful repeaters of this Egyptian 
art. — Stiibe, remarking on the kabbalistic use of letters (p. 54), thinks that here 
we have traces of the passage from the Talmud to the beginnings of the develop- 
ment of the Kabbala, But as of Egyptian origin or kinship, the use is not to be 
dated by the ICabbala. It existed on the periphery of Judaism long before it was 
taken up by the Jewish doctors. Indeed Chwolson ( CIH , col. 115) denies any special 
relation of these texts to Talmudic ideas (against Eenormant, Essai, i, 212, who held 
that our magic was a product of the Babylonian academies). Wohlstein was the 
first to observe the eclectic character of our magic, ZA, viii, 316 f. In matter of fa<£ 
hardly a trace of technical. Kabbalism is to be found in them. 
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is continued and flourishes with abandonment in the Greek papyri, and 
there again this form of magical spell falls in with the Jewish currents. 

This Egypto-Hellenistic magic is one of the prime sources of out texts, 
and the impression made upon me in my study is that they resemble much 
more this form of magic than that of ancient Babylonia. The beginnings 
of this invasion of western sorcery into Mesopotamia may have begun with 
Alexander’s armies; there can be little doubt but that pervasive Hellenism 
soon domesticated its magic, as everything else Greek, wherever it settle . 

It doubtless was reinforced in its development on Babylonian soil by the 
Hellenistic Jewish magic that had grown into luxuriant life on the theosophic 
soil of Egypt and thence sent forth its waves of spiritual energy to all the 
homes of the dispersed race. 

It is difficult in the field of magic to decide which is cause and which 
effect, for the spirit of magic produces like fruits spontaneously every w tore. 
Our bowl sorcery is connected doubtless by many lineal bonds with 
ancient Babylonia, but it shows as unmistakable links wit t e e el 
male, to wlich the Jews contributed, and from which they received 
move The problem of these texts is the same that confronts us in specula- 
tion over the Greek magical papyri. Who wrote these? Egyptian, Jew 
Greek Christian, Gnostic, all contributed each one his magical nai _ , 
mysterious formulas, bits of sacred history, each outbidding the other in 
5 ... „ „„,ic ,rut arriving at an indistinguishable limbo 


Zlffmtto“e same ends and arriving at an indistinguishable limbo 
of monotonous sameness. The texts were written for a« wh° 
them, and those who received their magical traditions adapted them 
changing fancies of age and clime. 

Our texts exhibit a like eclecticism. Babylonian, Jewish, Mandaic 
Gnostic, Hehenistm, and ^ ^Xland 

apocrypha and liturgy, were st ^ 1;lct was useful to any 

with like elements from par . ’ , the part of every class 

?; f r::;:: il j:^-“ * - *- 

“rr^lexts is true of all the Jewish magical literature. 
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The bowls then are not so much illustrative of a special Jewish magic 
as of the eclectic religious conditions of later Mesopotamia; here the * „ 

ancient magic, divorced from its content of real religion, came to be rein- 
forced by new currents of superstition from the West. Whatever be the i 

relation of magic and religion, whether they are twin sisters, or the one 
the parent of the other, or innate rivals, in our special and confined field we >l 

may observe the break-down of the ancient noble religions; gods have be- # 

come names, rites esoteric and selfish and malignant, holy writings formulas. ‘ "1 

It is not Judaism we have been studying but a phase of fin de siecle super- 
stition. 

In recent years so much has been made of Persian origins for western 
religion, philosophy, and magic, 80 that I am surprised to find hardly a trace 
even in a word 81 of the Zoroastrian system upon our bowl-magic. This is 
the more remarkable as it belongs to Persian soil and flourished under the 
Sassanian empire, while the dualism, demonology and magical practice of 
Persia would have been so natural a nursing mother to the superstition we r 

have been studying. Had the Zoroastrian influence spent itself and, after 
it had given itself to the world, did the more virile currents of the original 
stock and of the West reassert themselves and triumph in Iran’s territory? 

Or has the influence of Persia been overrated? f 

As to the comparative age, in point of literary tradition, of the three 
classes, /‘Jewish,” Syriac, Mandaic, it is impossible to decide; all follow . 
common types. In the case of the Mandaic replica to No. n, the former 
has the secondary text. The Mandaic charms are closest in spirit to the 
old Babylonian magical literature, those in the Syriac appear to be expres- 
sive of the current paganism (e. g. No. 36). 


*° See Cumont, The Oriental Religions in Roman Paganism, esp. nn. 37-39, p. 
266 f. ; Bousset, Die Ur sprung e der Gnosis, etc. 

M N. B. the Ispandas-dewa in Hyvernat’s text, and Rons, possibly the Persian 
Peri. The arguments for Persian influences advanced by hevy, ZDMG, ix, 471 £., 
are now antiquated by the Babylonian literature. The fashion of interminable lists 
■of demons may come from Persia. 



TEXTS TRANSLATIONS, NOTES 
CBS - »«. "i" IKS- *• 

Numerals in ( ) number the lines o v 

•adius where the text begins. 

“ j ^ „ — - * - 

‘"or points attached to Hebrew characters indicate doubtful reading 

Points on the line indicate tntssing letter^ oimwor s. ^ i(kal marks 0 f the 

Superior points, in the Synac texts, represent 
original. 

No. 1 (CBS 8693) 

„ »B.c. p]b> «™ w - 

[rna]K ynTb «nno» (5) \vb riT,rn * QD n3 . ' 3(3nn ^ ts 

tot mi'hmwp" ni ’ D I'M* |,w * *** s t, ^ pnSrva 

p , s „ (8) - * 
P-ID '1 l'BD tew ’ini’ » n ’ * (9) „ IW TB 1 itm’H is pas' 

srdo 'ststsnnia ’i l'iw° '' i ,rn ' , pD m n r° on 

P*"» paim !’*'* !"» ’ ,n)DD ( } i«nnn ww® . . l'»- 

Exterior 

, , nolr ;, t’imm 1’im iwiiwi (12) 

V ram mai WM’« ’» 1 , a mn mi ram ’»* & 3 ) 

w (14) m« n^ ' 3 * sw , 3 ^ nuns T« « 

rwi Kunns (15) wnJ« 3 « njn D ^y ^ s-hbk to 1 

Translation 

i * r T^nhra ( 2 ) bar Saborduch, wherein shall be (3) 
This the amulet of Ep ^ (4) for this Bahmanduch bath 

salvation for this Ephra jj- ^ ^ ^ Ep hra b. 

Sama, that there e /g\ Amen, Amen, Selah. 

S. and for this Bahtnan uc • ■ ^ haunt the house of 

T his is an amulet ^ ^ ^ g (g) j ad j ure y ou, all 

thid Enhra b. S. anci uuo 
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species of Liliths in respect to your posterity, which is begotten by Demons 
(g) and Liliths to the children of light who go astray: Woe, who rebel 
and transgress against the proscription of their Lord; woe, from the blast 
(io) fast-flying; woe, destroying; woe, oppressing with your foul wounds 

, who do violence and trample and scourge and mutilate ( 1 1 ) and 

break and confuse and hobble and dissolve (the body) like water; woe, 

; and where you stand, (12) and where you stand (sic) fearful and 

affrighted are ye, bound to my ban,— who appear to mankind, to men in 
the likeness of women (13) and to women in the likeness of men, and 
with mankind they lie by night and by day. 

With the formula, TWM (14) S‘$ GS GSK, have I written against 
thee, evil Lilith, whatsoever name be thine. We (15) have written. And 
his name shall save thee, Ephra, forever and ever. 

Commentary 

A phylactery in the name of a man and wife for protection against 
the liliths and their broods which haunt the home. The same couple are 
the subjects of the charm in No. 13, in which the woman invokes the love 
of her husband and the blessing of children. For the general magical 
details I refer in this and the following texts to the Introduction. 

x . in No. 13 written with both n- and N-. The name may be 

Jewish or Persian, (1) hypocoristic from DnDK, or (2) a hypocoristic 
reduction from one of the numerous names in Fra-; see Justi, Iranisches 
Namenbuch, 101 if.; for the prothetic vowel, cf. ibid. 6. The Persian 
name of the mother by no means determines the race of the family. 

= “Sapor’s-daughter” not instanced in Justi; ditch for ducht; 
see above, p. 104, n. 6. 

2. imn — VPfi, 1 . 4; both forms in the Rabbinic. 

3. '1 myi : unless a scribal error, a unique adverbial development of 
the preposition, ‘‘and withal,” = simul ac, or 6 /j.ov mi ) e. g. Dieterich, 
Abraxas, 147. 

4. “iTUftm: see Justi, p. 374 f.; also in Pognon B. 

HDD : in No. 13 also 'KDD. A frequent Jewish name; see Heilpren, 
riwnn TiD (Seder ha-Doroth ), ed. Maskileison, Warsaw, 1883, ii, 296 f. 
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8 so f., Lidzbarski, Ephemera ii, 7 ft, : 3 *• ( For tlle early fo ™ am ' 
history of these terminations, cf. the results of Ranke, Early Ban Oman 
Personal Names, 7 ft). The full name was ffW, “blind,” occurnng m 
Jewish and Syriac. It occurs as a feminine name (as here) m a »seina 
Catalogue, cited by Payne-Smith, Thesaurus syriacus, col. 2655- 

6 : ph, also . The liliths are the only named objects 

of exorcism, but masc. ppls, etc. are found in 1. to ft, probaby >y 

technical phraseology. , , 

nm : ✓ ten ; cf. Pcsah. tub: 'rm 'me en : “those winch haunt cape.- 

berries are spirits. , . , » 

ttnWa: the pronominal suffix expressed with the intrusion ,, 

cf. in the Assouan papyri of Sayce and Cowley, ' ’ 9) ’ 

8. [Dl]EO : if a correct restoration, the charm would obviate 

demmiiac proc^ation described.^ ^ ^ ^ & indi cate 

the !ngel! expresL of the legend that the angels 

(Cf. ,en '53 , Job 5- 7) from the dinfcr, the stream of re d ^ 

throne, Hop. ^ and of darkness.” 

But as the^ef erence is to demoniac unions with liaman ^esU, 
appears to be transferred to mankind. 

a name given in the Manda.c rel.gron to ■ the “a , ^ ^ 

,o and also to men predestined to l.fe, Brandt, Maud. Schr., 3. 9 ^ 

redeemed come to share in the of Adam Kadmon, 

Enoch 38-39, (Bousset , Hmptpn Ueme d. Gnosis, 

= z t ?K2. - 

Cs £ :"ri;ngly rendered. The predicates follow- 
mg recall the myth of Gen. 6. w , j 

:r * 

Talmudic fc- 
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of Abaye in Hull. 105b, Joel, Der Aberglaube, i, 69] be blown away, your 
spices fly off, the wind carry away the fresh saffron.” 1 I doubt if so much 
sense can be made out of the doggerel; following the Talmudic tradition 
our phrase would mean “your breadcrumbs away with the gust!” By 
itself the words could simply mean, “be blown away with a gust,” with re- 
duplication of the verb. For mp in the Talmudic passage, see to 18 : 9. 

The combination in the middle of the line is obscure; a verbal middle 
noun from DEH? The participles 01 J'bnnD portray the fiendish* assaults of 
the demons; the same accumulations in Lidzbarski’s Mandaic bowls. Cf. 
the action of the demon of epilepsy in Mk. 9 : 14 ff. 

11. For the w see above p. 61. 

}'D 3 jrnJE'O : for the relaxing effects of disease cf. Ps. 22: 15, Use. 
7: 17. 

pmmi }i 3 '-ini, a dittograph induced by the scribe turning over the 
■' bowl to write on the exterior and repeating the word/ The v in the first 

i form represents the sewa, The meaning is: stay banned where you are! 

I 12. p'D': metaplastic form of root “iDK, found in the Targums, etc. 

(cf. Heb. idio). 

p»mD: cf. J^iddus. 81a, KnmK 3 ftDD mb The climax of the 

I' description is the worst and most obscene of the plagues ; the same phrase in 

I Pogn. B, no. 27. 

13. D 1 D 3 : in Ellis 1: 8 DID ID appears in conjunction with the Tetra- 

| grammaton. 

14. 'D'b, ' 3 'by: the form is singular, and the phrase refers to the 
many names of a lilith (see §§ 11, 12 and No. 42). 

With xri'b'b it is difficult to determine whether the singular or plural 
is meant. For “lilith of whatsoever name,” cf. 14: 6: demons whose names 
are mentioned and who are not mentioned. The same indefinite invocation 
in the Babylonian, e. g. Utukki - series (Thompson Uvil Spirits of Babylonia, 
i, 153) : spirits “that have no name,” presenting a blanket formula for names 
not known; cf. Saw6viov ml ^ bvo/zatf/ievav } Pradel , Griech. u. sudital. Gebete, 
22, 1, 2. 

15. btf, a Hebrew reminiscence; in general cf. Ps. 20: 2 f. 


1 See Blau, Zauberwesen, 77. The connection of this Talmudic passage with Use. 
13 : 17 ff. has not been observed by the commentators. 



No. 2 (CBS 2945) 

vnapip tidipp wzyi ^td 'Kivsia *ia paas to&ix am 

jm *o^ni k^ddi ioa-i KDKnitt «»n5> *ob”^i [*w] (2) no1p 
pnf? moa nno naa^yai ’W'a ^oa (3) tina rpysiai n^w nyaai « v o^ tom 
«e®«« 3 tpi *ubb»k wit aa tow snnnj na smso nm immn aynm nan 
snnna an ruiaxa nn nrpen mennn ayam an. M'jn jnn’in kb^ki wan ^ 4 ) 
rui-vaa ayn’D am jia5> kj&'pb Karp mi (5) Iia^ wa'J «n^p m rwaai rrnmai 
^nat aa «a'«a ik «nama aa nana« mnm rurva w:'* ^ai TJTpai pasaa 
tn^i^ i>yi «anD imam hv rurpaa Kn»an«i wmii pa^y wri'no (6) 
«nanj aa kjwk hjk *«i>ra (7) ?ih ffnati hpo aaitay i»yi ono toi wjan 
anipaaea ’imai m^a iina rpysai rp^tK myott. main tty^i ’’t^a 'n -ai 
paaao n&ai paao nam \'W «nap'J xnanami nansm «n^a 

Translation 

Again I come, I Pabak bar Kufithai, in my own might, on my person 
polished armor of iron, my head of iron, my figure of pure fire. (2) I am 
clad with ‘the garment of Armasa (Hermes), Dabya and the Word, and my 
strength is in him who created heaven and earth. I have come and I have 
smitten (3) the evil Fiends and the malignant Adversaries. I 
have said to them that if at all you sin against Abuna bar Geribta and against 
Ibba bar Zawithai, I will lay a spell upon you, the spell (4) of the Sea and 
the spell of the monster Leviathan. (I say) that if at all you sin against 
Abuna b. G„ and against his wife and his sons, I will bend the bow against 
you (5) and stretch the bow-string at you. 

Again, whereinsoever you sin against the house of Pabak and against 
his property and all the people of his house, m my own right I Abuna bar 
Geribta — or against Ibba bar Zawithai-(6) will bring down upon you 
the curse and the proscription and the ban wh.ch fell upon Mount Hermon 
and upon the monster Leviathan and upon Sodom and upon Gomorrha. In 
order to subdue Devils (7) do I come, I Abuna b. G„ and all evil Sacra- 


■ 

: liiiiiiiiiisiiiii? : - ; 


riui- 
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ments and the tongue of impious Charm-spirits; I have come and smitten 
the Demons and Devils and evil Tormentors, the Gods (Idol-spirits) and 
female Goddesses — standing in serried rows and encamped in camps. f 

Commentary 

A mutual charm of two sorcerers, each invoking his powers in turn in 

the other’s behalf. An almost exact replica of the terms of the charm is 

found in the first part of No. 27. The two men named appear in No. 3, Tfj, 

■1r 

where Pabak’s household is the subject of exorcism. 

1 . tun: apparently a formal term of introduction ; cf. 26: 3. It 
generally connects the several members of an incantation series. Cf. the 
“and” introducing the mortuary charm published by me in JAOS, 1911, J 

273. It may be correlative to 3 in in 1. 5. 

paKD: the Persian Papak,-Justi, p. 241 ; cf. Arabic Babek, Greek irc^/fr/cog. 

The name occurs in late Babylonian, Hilprecht and Clay, BB, ix, 68. 

’’XrV'S'tD: Syriac Krpfiia is a water-flask with a small mouth. For 
the character of the name, cf. Hebrew pnpn, x°K<*c, Lu. 8: 39 — KT 13 
“wine-pitcher,” etc. For the hypocoristic termination in 'K — , see to 1 : 4. 

It is parallel in meaning and form to mpupx Neh. 11 : 17. i 

KVYJ = KWIM, 27: 3. Comparing the Rabbinic ya, “a shining spark,” | 

and “white earth, gypsum,” and ynJ, “polish.” I understand this word in 
the sense of “polished armor.” 

Klin nDlp = K“iin pnblp r6a, 27: 4; the parallel marks the gradual 
obscuration of magical formulas. Fire is the potent element against witches 
and demons, as the ancient means for destroying their arts. In Babylonia 
the fire-god Gibil was the chief god of exorcism in such magic, Tallquist, 
p. 25 ff. ; for other examples in Semitic magic, see Thompson, Semitic 
Magic in Index. Iron, like the other metals, and excelling them, is a potent 
means against devils, Blau, p. 159; Thompson, in Index; in the Testament 
of Solomon is an anecdote of - a devil afraid of iron (JQR, xi, 18) ; 

Josephus’ exorcist used an iron ring. For the western world, see Pauly- 
Wissowa, Real-Bncyc., i, 50. 

2. K’D"! I supply from the parallel inscription. After it appear traces 
of Pi, which letters are repeated to make the following word; a fault in 
the bowl required the rewriting of the characters. 


k 
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KDDnsn fcOtrab : the garment of a potent being carried with it 

his powers. Compare the assertion by the magician in the charm noted 
to 1. i, in which he professes to be clad with the magical paraphernalia of 
Moses, Aaron, David, Solomon, etc., and see above, § 9. There is also 
to be recalled the magical garment of Marduk in the fourth of the Seven 
Tablets of Creation, while the magical robe which renders the wearer 
invisible is common property of folklore. 

NDOTK. KDDna is- found in the parallel bowl No. 2 7 (along 
with the rest of this phrase) ; in 19: 7; in 25: 4 int^D SDO^R]; m n -7 
in the spelling WOiX; and in 7: 8, D'ffVR = Myhrman, 1 . 4, DWil. The 
forms give the clue ; D'DIK is one of the Syriac spellings for the Greek 
e. g. Peshitto to Acts 14: 12; D'tnn also occurs in Syriac, won# is then 
the Hermes about whom gathered the extensive mystical cults and literature 
towards the beginning of the Christian era to which is given the epithet 
Hermetic. Summary reference may be made here to Reitzenstein s illum- 
inating study Poimandres (Leipzig, 1904), also to G. R. S. Mead, Thrice 
Holy Hermas, London and Benares, 1906. The Greek Hermes, the 
messenger of the gods, was identified with the Egyptian Thot, the divine 
agent of human illumination— in a word the Logos of the Egyptian religion. 
This mystical function of Hermes-Thot is evidenced, e. g., by a passage m 

Justin Martyr: A k A *&■ ***> Kolwv Toi ' ro * ffTU rols T °" 

< E Uyov rbv napa #eoi> ayyelTimv leyovaiv (Apol. 1, 22 ; Migne, PatrO . QT., VI, 

57 -) • 

This figure was also adopted in the syncretistic mysticism of the 
farther East, as the expressions cited from our howls show. He is the 
word (= x 9 : 7 )‘ the Metatron, that mysterious inter- 

mediate agency between God and his creation in Jewish Gnosticism (cf. 

But this Hermetic theology was not mediated to the Orient through 
Judaism, but through the Hermetic schools, which appear to have held 
out into the twelfth century, in that obstinate center of paganism, Harran. 
Chwolson has collected the evidence for the survival m that region of the 
Greek religious philosophies/ and Reitzenstein has now trenchantly pointed 

. Tk or Reitzenstein, op. *431 Abt, AfolofU iesApMm, 

° 8 '- In his Die Stabler mi der SMmus, 1856. See now Dozy and de Goeje, 
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out (p. 166 ff.) the essential Hermetic quality of this last remnant of the 

.old pagan philosophy. The magic of the Euphrates valley has caught up I 

probably from Harran the figure of Hermes and easily identified it with 

the Jewish Metratron, the biblical Enoch, etc. 8 Hermes was the equivalent 

of the Babylonian Nebo, and a passage in the Mandaic Ginza throws light 

upon the expression, “clad with the clothing of Armasa”; in the Ginza 

we have a tradition that the angels invested Nebo with a dress of fire. 4 

The of our text is then a proper epithet of NDtnx. What is meant \ 

by the preceding epithet X'TJ ? It occurs in the parallel text, and also in 
Stiibe’s text, 1 . 5, thus: iron pd&6d | 1 “U 313 'D. I suggest that iTOK (K'Xi) 
means “who-is-in-Yah,” an ancient mystical expression for the Logos; cf. 
the Johannine *pk rdv &e 6 v, and the description of the Son as “in the 
bosom of his Father , ” and, “I am in the Father and the Father in me.” 

Compare also 7: 8, lira in', and note. 

3. 'THD (cf. 4:4), reminiscent of the biblical '» 2Dp, for which see 
Joel, i, 100. 

fconx: a name of two Amoras. 

Nrn'U: “scabby”; cf. Gareb, 2 Sa. 23: 38, and the Palmyrene Xl'-ii, 
de Vogue, Syrie centrale, no. 141 ; also the Arabic Juraib, Jarba. 

the same name in Seder ha-Doroth, ii, 45. The form is shortened 
from Abba, see Lidzbarski, Bphemeris, ii, 8. 

'xn'ir : so the probable reading of the name here and below. It is 
hypocoristic from Nil'll , “corner”; cf. the biblical name Ribka = Aram. 

Npyi, “stall.” Is there here a pious allusion to the daughters of Israel as 
polished corners (ni'it) of the temple, Ps. 144: 12? 

the verb is found in the Aramaic only in the Syriac, and but 
rarely, and in the bowls occurs only here. 

Nouveaux documents pour fdtude de la religion des Harraniens, in the Actcs of the 
6th International Congress of Orientalists, II, 1, 281. 

8 Bar-Hehraeus, Chron., ed. Kirsch, p, 5, where Hermes and Enoch are identified 
“by Greek books”; also a reference in Reitzenstein, p. 172, n. 3, to a Hermetic MS. 
bearing the name of Idris == Enoch. For this Enoch-theosophy see Joel, Aberglaube , 
ii, 16, 19. 

4 Ginsa, R, p. 54, ed. Petermann; see Brandt, Mandaische Schriften , 89. 
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'il NOH : the spell on the sea and Leviathan was mightiest in 

magical history, for it was the first great act of “white magic” ; cf. the 
Marduk legend. A survival of this mystical aspect of creation appears in 
Job 38: 8-1 1, which concludes: “And He said: thus far shalt thou come 
and no farther, and here shall thy proud waves be stayed”; cf. Jer. 5: 22, 
Ps. 104: 6 if., Job 38: 8 ff. The subjection of the abyss is a frequent 
magical allusion in the papyri, e. g. the Great Magical Papyrus of Paris, 

1 . 3062 ff. (Dieterich, Abraxas , 140; Blau, p. 113; Deissmann, Light, 258). 
The sealing of Tehom is referred to in Targ. Jon. Bx. 28: 30. 

4. Tntihnn; the scribe began to write the perfect, passed into the 
imperfect (which we should expect here) with the second letter and re- 
j turned to the perfect termination; he amended his mistake by rewriting 

j the word. In general the scribes aimed at carefulness. A word so 

I corrected is sometimes deleted with a line, 

j nws: for the various forms, see Glossary, s. v. NnnT'N. 

L? nmn : a Mandaic and also Targumic idiom for ’nun, Noldeke, Hand. 

[ Gram., § 144. 

01 ' 2 : '2 a form of -2 found in Targums and Talmud (also 

in the Palestinian charm cited to 1 . 1), The terms are reminiscent of 
j Marduk’s slaying of Tiamat in the Babylonian creation legend: “Marduk 

made ready bows .... The bow and the quiver he hung at his side” ; 
cf. the praise of Marduk’s bow in the fifth tablet (King, Seven Tablets of 
Creation, ii, 63, 83, and fragment cited, p. 207) ; also numerous biblical 
parallels: Hab. 3: 9, cf. v. 11 ; Ps. 7: 12-14; Dt. 32: 41 (where Gressmann, 
Isr.-jiid. Bschatologie, 78, would read for As in 1 . 1 with the 

clothing of Deity, so here with his magical arms the magician declares 
himself invested. But the phraseology may be based on magical practice, 
a symbolical shooting at simulacra, in the same way as these are burnt, 
peeled off, mutilated, etc. A very similar passage is to be found in one of 
the Manichaean texts discovered in Chinese Turkestan, in which the 
conjurer shoots with his bow and arrow at the demon, who falls dead; 
Sitzungsberichte of the Berlin Academy, 1908, 401. 

: participial form from mi; the Peal is unique. 


5. sift : the other part of the mutual charm now begins. The contrast 
is further expressed by Wi , “on my part.” 
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tCKl IS': this name was omitted in its proper place and is now inserted. 

6. snfcnnx: for the prosthetic N see Noldeke, Mand. Gram., § 24. 
pQTTi by: a reminiscence of the myth of the confederation of the 

fallen angels upon Hermon (n. b. V D'Hi) ; see Enoch 6: 5 f. : “they named 
the mount Hermon, because they had sworn and bound themselves by 
curses upon it” ; also 14 : 7 if. Philo of Byblus also connects the Titans with 
the Lebanons and other mountains of Syria : “These begat sons of greatest 
size and superiority, whose names were given to the mountains which they 
occupied, so that some of them are called Kassion and Libanos and Anti- 
libanos and Brathu.” 5 And Hilary of Poitiers adds something to our 
knowledge of the myth : “Hermon is a mountain in Phoenicia, the interpre- 
tation of whose name is anathema. Moreover it is the tradition — from 
whose book it comes I know not, — that the angels lusting after the 
daughters of men, when they descended from heaven, assembled on this 
very high mountain.” 8 Cf. the anointing of Nebo by the evil gods in the 
Mandaic mythology, Brandt, Mand. ReL, 126 f. 

7. pno ’YPD : construct of accumulation. 



■nsno ’HEfi: “camping in camps.” W TQ“» is very rare in Hebrew and 
Aramaic, but is frequent in Assyrian, where among several meanings it 
is found in this sense (cf. the biblical place-name D'Tsn). naiD occurs in 
a MS. cited by Rabbinowicz to Megilla 10b: *onK bEJ> iT'S'iD TO, where 'D 
== Hebrew, rTOty.* The variant in 27: 11, nar n», parallel to 'D v tt , d, 

is probably the correct form. The allusion to the serried battalions of the 



demons is epical, perhaps of mythological origin. 


8 Eusebius, Praep. Bv. i, 10 : 7; text in C. Muller, Fragm, hist, graec, Hi, 566. 

8 Hilary to Ps. 132: 3, see Corpus script, eccles, latin., xxii, 689. 

1 So on Jastrow’s authority, Dictionary of the Targumim, the Talmud , etc., 1476, 
but I do not find the reference. 





No. 3 (CBS 2963) 

Rhom^ Ri'ip Rbnm Rni rid'r pm jdtd 'drti rh rdr rrridr dd rbb>i 
R tmi kjbdi Rtmi Ri'i mhD pnimi npi nnt'mw 11 'iiir (2) pirn mmi 
n^yi mi>'D xnrr»«i mnn'R nti'D Kina (3) ^'Dpi Riia itor pom npn'Di 
’yii^Ri i^rdd tdir idir R'S^ii rddd pri'D'R pdi pmiR po pmi jdh 
mnnrK nnR ni^ns int'Diin n pur pin m Jpap'n r^i i^>y Njyn^» (4) 
rm pnpi m ^ibp'h «!>i (5) n^yn 'ihr niJ>'D 'did ni nnR m hbp'n ah 
rddd r^i r^'Id ^ Dhy^i pi rbi' pd pn!> pm pm pn!> mRi pi pnnD 
Dys ion mntnr Dp? i»n (6) ion ion yioyDoyD ion ion non ytytyn nwi 

IDS? PP 1BB> PD P'PD po PD pDpD Rhl'P' ROP'R pt> n'hBI' hDI’ 1RDR pp 1»n 
p'm mm y»t^ hi (7) np'D ^[’]m rhid nRtai rii rdsp rih pin . . .-. • 

[p']myn Vim',, “inrDim in 'pin pim.n'DRip |di didip pd yiDmbi p'iy' 

pnb pmi pin!’ h'Ri pnroi !d (8) pDi ph’D hs jdi 'did ni mnn'R nnR po 

P'pD Rhl'P' RhtP'R pD mnB1' hDI' inDR PP PDPD JDPD DW1 {DR WB1D 

5»hi mm yD&p (9) in mna rrid ir^di. rh rds? [Rin pm] 

row pmi mi Rntrn *ir rdd pirn, n'bip pdi 'niDip pd yhmai p'iy' 

mnn'R nnR dip pdi -injt'Diin in pur dip pd] [n’mjD i»rni rh 

inoR mtjDi idr wdid prtf pmi ]*in> n'Ri pin pan dip pdi (10) 'did ni 

R1[1 RDK> Rm pm] ..... PD pDpD IDpD Rhl'p' Rn5J»'R pD il'nDl' DD1' HDI' 

pi ',iidip pd yhn'DV p’iy’ ^>'m (11) mm yaty m mnb 5»ni rjhd ir^di 
nnR (12) ..... pi r^i Rin pid'i pny'i ft.ni' rii rb^ pm dibo Rnan rr 
idw wdid pnh pmi pni> m«i pin paa !>i dip pdv 'did hi nmn'R 
m Rbn] D^ii'i I'min- pi mn' iym iddh ni nin’ iyh iddh. S^r mm idri 

[JDR |BR t^R'D &1D HR 


" Translation . . 

In thy name, O Lord of salvations, the great Saviour of love. 
Designated is this spell and mystery and strong seal for the sealing 
of the household of this (2) Ardoi bar Hormizduch, that from him may 
depart and remove the evil Demon and the evil Satan, who is called SP'SK, 
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the Mighty Destroyer, who kills (3) a man from the side of his wife 
and a woman from the side of her husband, and sons and daughters from v 

their father and from their mother, — by day and by night omo, omo, 
walking. (4) I adjure thee that thou do not kill oft' this Ardoi b, H. from 
Ahath his wife, and that thou do, not kill off Ahath bath Parkoi from 
Ardoi her husband, (5) and that thou do not kill off their sons and their 
daughters, whether those they have or those they shall have, from this 
day and forever, neither by night nor by day. In the name of Z‘Z‘Z‘, HSR, % 

HSR, HSR, P‘SP £ SP f , TMR, TMR, (6) TMR, NRT, ZHZHZH, 

HSR, P‘S, TMR, KK, ’STW, YWPT, YWPTYH, from the burning fire, 

SRSYN, SYN, SYN, SRYWN; SR, his name RS his name. This is the 
great name before which the angel of death is afraid, (7) and when he 
hears it, frightened he flees and is swallowed up before it and (just so) 
before this Ardoi b. H. shall he fear and flee ..... [and from] Ahath his 
wife, bath P., and from all their sons ' and from (8) all their daughters, 
whether those they have or those they shall have. PWTSS, Amen. In 
the name of KK, ’STW, YWPT, YWPTYH, from the burning fire, 

SRSN, SRSYN, SRYWN, [This is] the great name before which 

the angel of death is afraid and when (9) he hears it, frightened he flees 
and is swallowed up before it and before this household. Moreover now 
in this great name of which is afraid [the angel of death, etc. — he shall 
flee from Ardoi b. PI.] and from Ahath his wife b. P., (10) and from sons 
and daughters, those they have and those they shall have. PWTSS, 

Amen. In the name of ’STW, YWPT, etc. [This is the great name] 
before which the angel of death is afraid, and* when he hears it (11) 
frightened he flees and is swallowed up ; so moreover now on the authority 

of this great name shall fear and flee and go forth the evil Demon 

(from Ardoi, etc.). PWTSS. According as it is said: “And Yhwh 
said to Satan: Yhwh rebuke thee, Satan; Yitwh rebuke thee, who 
chooses Jerusalem. [Is not this a brand plucked from the burning? Amen. 

Amen.] ” 

Commentary 

A charm for a «Shn and his family against a murderous spirit. The 
charm consists in magical syllables constituting “this great name” and the 
formula is repeated four times ; see p. 65. 


L 
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i. '“10: construct = Syr. N“i». 01 NDN1DN '10: a frequent epithet in 
these bowls of the deity invoked, along with 'firm Km N'DN, e. g. y: i. 
Cf. the frequent invocation in Pognon’s bowls : K'DKDT N'DN ntOK, N’DN DKIK 
NfiNWO, etc. The theme HDN is equivalent to in the New Testament 
and Latin salus, German Heil, for which modern English offers no syno- 
nym, the good old word “health” having been specialized. The word 
implies a remedy against evil spirits and black magic. It is also used 
concretely, of the phylactery, “this ; N”, Wohls. 2426: 1. 

The epithets here used are interesting as being probably one of the 
few survivals in these inscriptions of the ancient Babylonian theological 
terminology; there we have, in the penitential and magical literature in- 
numerable appeals to the love and curative powers of the deities; thus 
Marduk is god of love and life, 1 Ea is a-si-e . 2 * And the 'exact equivalent of 
Kin N'DN is found as an epithet of Gula, the consort of Ninib: amigallatu 
beltu rabitu, “Great Healer, Mighty Mistress”; and of Bau, who became 
identified with Gula, e. g. asitu gallatu . 4 Ninib was domiciled at Nippur 
and these epithets of his consort may have been particularly Nippurian, 
and so have survived in the bowls coming from that locality. I have not 
been able to discover the parallel masculine epithet for Ninib.* This 
invocation is doubtless pagan, being distinct from the numerous biblical 
epithets expressive of the love and power of God. It is never associated 
with the Jewish Divine Name. is a common epithet of the Greek 

gods, Zeus, Apollo, Asklepios, Hermes, and is an epithet of the Deity in 
the N. T., e. g. I Tim. 1:1. Cf. also the Phoenician NQ“tD bin, CIS, i, no. 
379, and Ex. 15: 26, "jNsn mm 'ON. Also n. b. the common epithets for 


1 La magie ass., Fossey, 323, 365, 369; n. b. his title rimSnu. 

2 This reference I have not been able to verify. 

* III R, 41, col. 2: 29; Delitzsch, Hwb., 197a; Schrader, KB, iv, 78. 

4 R. C. Thompson, PSBA, 1908, 63. 

B Radau (BE xvii, pt. 1, p. ix) endeavors to find the same title for Ninib in his 
explanation of the Aramaic rendering of nin-ib, Wuk (see Clay, I AOS xxviii, 1907, 
135, and Montgomery, ibid., xxix, 204). He interprets it as ~ en-usati, “lord of 
help/’ our very title (cf. Delitzsch, Beitrage s. Ass. i, 219, for equivalence of AZU 
with asu), and with the same root. The interpretation would be very agreeable to 
me in view of the above remarks, but Radau omits to explain the Aramaic rendering 
of j (or z) by v when the Aramaic has the root NCK, while Clay’s explanation appears 
to me the more satisfactory. 
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the love of God (V Dm) in the O. T. and Koran, also in the Palmyrene 
texts. 8 Pradel has collected in his Griech. u. siidital. Gcbete, 42 f., a 
number of the epithets denoting the healing and merciful character of God; 
he is there larpog ^vxuv, kldijiuv, etc. 

01 pT)0: a standing introductory formula in these bowls (with HDD, 
etc.), pt, Pael, appears to be used in the sense in which the Peshitto has 
it as the rendering of the Hebrew umpn, “sanctify,” e. g. Josh. 7: 13, Jer. 
12: 3. Cf.'the religious connotation of the parallel root — ny\ 

For s'rionn as a pa“4l formation see Noldeke, Mand. Gram., 121. Cf. 
the Mandate forms and formula cited by Tidzbarski, Bph. i, 96, n. 1 : 
NmKftisui KfiTsoxn NnoKfiNn. The “charm, mystery, seal,” are identical, and 
refer to the Great Name of the incantation. For the identity of name and 
seal, see Heitmiiller, “Im Namen Jesu ” 143, 150, etc. 

2. Tntf: hypocoristicon in -oi, abundant, with variants in -di and 1, in 
these texts (see Noldeke, Persische Studien, in Sitzungsberichte, phil.-hist. 
Class, of the Vienna Academy, 1888, p. 387.). The name is formed from 
one of the numerous Persian names in ard- or art-; it occurs in Myhrman’s 
text, see his note, p. 349. 

inrerwi : a frequent Persian name see Justi, p. 10. 

nr, or nr = yp, from yi? or yyt; but as nr, from nrn '(found in 
Heb., Bx. 28 : 28, cf. the Aramaic nit), see the forms )imr, 10: 6, pnr, 
12: 10, KHTWiK, Pognon, B. nr, 31 : 3. 


V' 

! 

I 


V 

I 


“Demon, Satan, Destroyer,” all epithets of the one demon; cf. above 
pp. 58, 68. 

pcyav : with reversal of the alphabetic order of the first four letters- — 
to indicate the bouleversement of the demon? 

jam max : abbdda gabhdrd, abbdd not otherwise found ; for the forma- 
tion cf. Noldeke, Syr. Gram., §115. Notice that the Hebrew and Greek 
Abaddon is represented in Rev. by 6 hnoXKiiuv, as though the original was a 
noun of agent, not an abstract. The epithet = hWDfi 2 Sa. 24 : 16, 

nwon , Bx. 12 : 23, the Samaritan .alane, etc. 

3. pm: for the vocalization of the conjunction cf. N^Ti, 14: 6; 


8 Bactbgen, Beitrage, 82 f., Lidzbarski, Handbuch. 153, 
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nnviWm, 14: 7, etc. The conjunction is also similarly pointed in Targum 
Onkelos, Dt. 14: 37 (ed. Berliner), see Berliner’s note, ii, 140. 

the half-vowel after D is indicated, as in Mandaic. 
ittiN 1D1S : thus the uncanny stealthy movements of the demon 
are expressed. 

4. nriN: probably the first element in such a name as fTQinnnfct, “sister 
of her father,” cf. laina , “brother of his father,” a frequent name in the 
Talmud. Cf. biblical nxnx. and the Babylonian Ahatbu, Ahatsuna, 
Ahat-immisu, etc. (Tallquist, N eubabylonisch es Namenbuch, 3), and similar 
names in the Glossary. 

■"ISIS: hypocoristic of Persian Farruchan, Justi, p. 94 ff. 

5. fim •■==■ hawen, cf. jnD, }tn, 6: 4, pi. ppl. with future sense, as 
common in Syriac. 

pi : appears only in this phrase, so 16: 13, 19: 20, is archaic and 
seldom in Talmud; for the pTonouns see end of Glossary C. 

6. “From the burning fire,” i. e. of hell. For the threatening of 
demons with pangs of hellfire, see Pradel, 21, 1 . 11 ff.; for the threatening 
of demons in general cf. the Paris Magical Papyrus, 1 . 1227 ff. (ed. 
Wessely), and see in general Tambornino, De ant. daemonismo , 78. — The 
angel of death appears in Schw. F. The charm of which he is afraid is 
d, potiori more fearful to the demon. 

7. p'l'jn: for the second ' representing the sewd, cf. the Sabbioneta 
text of Targum Onkelos , ed. Berliner, to Bx. 21: 13, Num. 35: 26. For u 
in binT, see Noldeke, Mand. Gram., 219. N. B. the two prepositional 
forms ViitDNIp and rp»1p along side of each other, the latter attributed 
to the “Palestinian” dialect by Dalman, Gram. d. jud.-pal. Aramdisch, 181. 

The Great Name, or True Name, at which devils and all things created 
tremble and flee away, is a common thesis in the Greek magic: Wessely, 
xlii, 7 65, ad infra: the God of Israel whom the heavens bless and (the 
oceans?) fear and every devil trembles ; Dieterich, Abraxas, 140, 1 . 55 ff : the 
name at which trembles the Gehenna of fire and every mountain trembles ; 
Wiinsch, Antike Fluchtafcln, no. 4, 1 . 44 (with editor’s notes), and no. 5, 

8 “Neue griech. Zauberpapyri" in Denkschriften of the Vienna Academy, phil.- 
hist. Class, xlii, 2 : his earlier publication in vol. xxxvi is cited as “xxxvi.” 






1 . 21. It is not necessarily a Jewish phrase, Wessely, xxxvi, 50, 1 . 244 ff : 
“This is the primitive ( vpurevov) name of Typhon at which trembles earth, 
deep, hell, heaven,” etc. Cf. Heitmiiller, pp. 148, 231, for citations from 
the Fathers, and Pradel, p. 40 f., for Greek magic. Dieterich regards 
this trembling before the Name as of Orphic origin, p. 141. 

The bowl CBS 16093 is almost identical in text with this one, and 
bears the same design. It is about two-thirds as long. Its clients are the 
couple named in Nos. 32 and 35. Also another bowl (unnumbered) is 
practically the same as the present text, but shorter, with the same design, 
also made out for the clients of Nos. 32 and 35. 




No. 4 (CBS 2923) 

fcwnx srprpt 'rpt inon mm !m pe>np pasta ta'»5n 'ta'» 

s^nna rrnm rmr (2) irns p Kina pn*»'nm pnmDK pirns primes pn»B»a3 
«5>i rp rv>a 'bwr taa sr»n ptaw «i»i 'smsis la passa ma penm sb 
*oidk am sin.5j> [sannai] kb» 3 simsa pa> kjidni i>io»o «oo»a (3) s^i 
-KTiD'Kn pai> kjidk (4) am 'ts>'3 'ins /yons no meal kud'ki paS 

X 

psmta iw pim paaia nyacr .no nonsi siiDpsn pab] kjidk am jeyrmv 
m s^ pa^sn KJpisi mai ww ijn wm (5) Kan kdp iMwfc 
!>aa pm 'pbaw *6 ■taasi «nana ia saiasa pna pomn s^ . , . 
mno D[nnD 'Joinm hpo ndido k5p K’Wa #5> 'srpsia ia (6) passi mma 
pna (7) nnDJ n^wii ritaw nw ms mi> nmtiK twnb Kan kiwi ntn nnn 
’Kmaia ia passi nnnai imam ia wwm rvona 

Translation 

Covers to hold in sacred Angels and all evil Spirits and the tongue 
of impious Amulet-spirits. Now you are conquered, you are charmed; 
charmed, you are charmed and sealed in each one of the four (2) corners 
of his house. You shall not sin against Pabak bar Kufithai, nor shall any 
do folly against him, against all the people of his house, either by night 
nor (3) by day; because I have bound you with an evil charm and a sure 
[seal]. Again, I have charmed you with the charm with which Enoch was 
charmed by his wicked brothers. Again I charm you with an evil and 
galling seal. Again, (4) I charm you with the seal with which were 
charmed the Seven Stars and the Twelve Signs of the Zodiac unto the 
great day (5) of judgment, and to the great hour of the redemption of 
your heads : you shall not . . ., nor sin against them, against Abuna bar 
Gerxbta, and none shall at all do folly against them, namely the people 
of the household of Pabak (6) b. K., neither by night nor by day, because 
well sealed is his house and well armed, and with a great wall of 


( 183 ) 
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bronze have I surrounded it. I, what I desire I grasp, and what I ask I 

take. (7) You are in the place of Abuna b. G. and in the place of Pabak 4 

b. K. 

Commentary 

A general charm against all evil spirits, made out for the Pabak of No. 

3. The introductory lines are of interest as they definitely settle the use of 
these bowls (§8). The design represents the sorcerer waving his bough, 
see p. 55. 

1 . ba'obl 'ta'IO : '» is to be identified with the plural of the Syriac 
m c tall e thd, m e talle, or mattHe; 1 the ' probably represents the pronunciation 
mctt e le. The second word Sa'tt is the infinitive of bia, “contain,” whose 
original meaning is retained in the Hebrew, even in the sense of holding 
in with force, e. g. Jer. 6: 11, over against the later meaning of “measure.” 

|Wp See p. 79; also cf. KnKB^Kp xnDiri, Ginza , ed. Peter- 

mann, p. 231, 1. 10, and the Mandaic Kmipl xrrn. 

Tim': the first letter was written by inadvertence. 

KrpJTT TIT: case of dittography. 

mvntl: for the prosthetic K, cf. Noldeke, Maud . Gram-, § 32. 

3 . 01 rra n'DKI : we find here the idiom of the active use of the 
passive participle, as in Neo-Syriac; see Noldeke, Gram. d. neusyrischen 
Sprache, §§ 103, 143. An approximate use of this participle in verbs mean- 
ing “to carry,” etc., and also with is found in classical Syriac (Noldeke, 

Syr. Gram., § 280). But in these instances the participle is middle voice 
in meaning; thus ’TDK means, “he bound himself with a crown.” 

In the present case the participle has assumed a completely active sense, 
with an object other than the subject. 

TpnK : this spelling is found in a passage from the lexicon of 
Karmsedinoi, quoted by Payne-Smith, col. 266, j. v. dibd ,| Tb:jk. 

'ins : “his brother” and “his brothers” have the same spelling, differ- 
ing as -tVii and ohi; the forms in -in, oi are Mandaic, and also Palestinian. 

There is reminiscence here of a cycle of personal legends concerning 
Enoch which have been preserved only in the Arabic, see Weil, Biblische 

1 See Noldeke, Syr. Gram., § 59. 
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Legenden der Musselmmmr, p. 62, a compilation Irom manuscript 
According to these legends Enoch (Idris) , who foretold the flood, stiff ere 
at the hands of the wicked Cainites, even as Abraham was made a martyr 
for his faith. Our passage must refer to some spell laid upon Enoch by 
his adversaries. The early Samaritan theologian Marlra (fourth century) 
cites a book of the Wars of Enoch, which may have contained these tradi- 
tions’ A spell laid by the wicked on a saint was i fortton potent; see 

.,. w other anocrvohal examples. For Enoch in incantations, ct. 


the first case the scribe omitted 
on second thought rewrote the 
landaic KDK&se. The first 
mena noticed by Noldeke, Mand. 


: the word is written twice 
the N, then inserted it above the line, 
word correctly. It is the Syriac an 
is unique ; it is to be classed with the pi 
Gram., 223, where, e. g. -yun for -un. 

W «ny», ** cf. “the great day,” Hexaplaric Syriac to is. 

x : 13, the New Testament “that day and that hour ” Synan Ephrem^ 
expression, “the hour of judgment” (ed. Lamy, m, 583), a “ 

*Z hour.” For the feminine form man, see Noldeke, Mand. Gram., 145 ’ 

In lines 4 5, we are introduced to an extensive and ancient cycle o 
10 "“lit the relation of the Seven Stars (the planets with sun 
\ and "the twelve zodiacal signs, with the creator of the kosmos. 
distinct developments in this mythology ; in the polytheistic 
became highest deities. But in what we may 
nd of thought, in which one of the go s, 1 e 
or, as in Israel’s faith Yahwe is the sole God, 

’ antithesis between the Creator-God and those 
present regulated orbits of the planets and the 
liacal constellations signify that these beings once 
have been brought into subjection to a higher go • ” 

to be regarded as “spirits in prison. Thus 
the fixed firmament (or the zodiac?), whi e, 

mtirn k aT 102, the eleven Helpers of Tiamat are the 
Zimmern, KA1 , $02 of Marduk 

of the zodiac, minus that of the pm, U1C 5 


myths concerning 
and moon) 

There were two 
development the planets 
call the monotheistic tr< 
Marduk became monarcl 
stress is laid upon the 
celestial divinities. The 
fixed positions of the zo 
autonomous, 
process of time they came 
Tiamat became, when slain, 
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himself. This unfavorable attitude toward the celestial bodies is thus 
ancient. The monotheistic trend was native to the Hebrew theology, and 
in line with it we have the passage in Is. 24: 21 if., according to which “the 
host of the height on high,” as well as the kings of the earth are punished, 
being bound in prison. Tor the later theology the Book of Enoch is a good 
witness* e. g. 18: 13 ff . : “I saw there seven stars as great burning 
mountains. When I inquired about it, the angel said: This is the place 
where heaven and earth are at end; this is a prison for the stars and the 
host of heaven. The stars which revolve over the fires are they which at 
the beginning of their origin transgressed the command of God for they 
did not come forth at their time. Then he became angry at them, and 
bound them for 10,000 years, till the time when their sin is accomplished” 
(cf. 21: 6). The “spirits in prison” of 1 Pet. 3: 18 fif. is in line with the 
same notion, depending directly upon Is. 24: 21 ff., and we may compare 
the invidious use of “planets” in Jude 13, in the expression aartyeg irhavf/raiA 
But our text also bears witness to another development of the myth. 
The “binding” of the Seven Stars and the zodiacal signs was for a fixed 
term. According to the passage quoted from Enoch, it was for 10,000 
years. In the Isaianic passage, a term is fixed: “after many days shall 
they be visited.” 8 In Peter the ancient myth is revived in the notion of 
Christ preaching to the spirits in prison. It is left somewhat obscure what 
shall take place when “they shall be visited,” or when “their sin is ac- 



complished” (with Enoch). Exegetes differ over npa' in Isaiah, whether 
the verb is to be understand favorably (of a visitation for release) or un- 
favorably (of chastisement). Also the Petrine preaching to the spirits in 
prison is understood by commentators in equally opposite ways. In our 
text the term of “the great day” and “the great hour” is evidently to be 
one of release to the stars bound in prison. There appears to be applied 
here the idea of a universal Apokatastasis. Now for this notion of the 
redemption of the imprisoned celestial deities we have a basis in Babylonian 


4 See Bousset, Hauptprobleme der Gnosis, c. i, “Die Sieben.” In the Mandaic 
system the seven planets and twelve signs have become utterly evil. In this line 
of thought, taken up by magic, there is, I think, an open anthesis to astrological 
fatalism. 

* There is literal reference to this passage in No. 34 : 6, — impiDa . There is 
possibility of confusion between RJpTiB and NaipiD * 
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mythology. In Tablet vii, 1 . 27 f. of the Epic of Creation (King, Seven 
Tablets of Creation), among the titles given to Mardulc are: “Who had 
the captive gods; who removed the yoke from upon the gods 
” And Pinches has now published a text (“Legend of Mero- 
is a late supplement to that epic, and 
1 of the captive gods: “He 
rises to approach the prison. He 
he comforts them. He looked upon them 
Then the captive gods looked upon him. 

The “day of redemption” of 
line with this Babylonian myth, and probably the 
also to be explained in consonance 
-om the Enoch literature. 


mercy upon 
his enemies. 

dach,” in PSBA, 1908, 53 ff.) which 
apparently continues the theme of the release o: 

(Marduk) goes down to the prison, he 
opened the gate of the prison, ' 
then, all of them; he rejoices. 

Kindly the whole of them regarded him. 
our text is therefore in.'l—v. — 
passages from Isaiah and 1 Peter are 
with it. This mythical trace probably descends fr 

5 . Abuna is intruded awkwardly.— 'baDK for ^p'p.K. 

6 . rm WT: the root nt (ntD, nt) is found elsewhere in these 
bowls, and also in those of Pognon and Lidzbarski (see Glossary C). It 
is used in parallelism with IDtt, etc., in preventive magic. The verb means 
in the Aramaic dialects “to arm.” But Pognon (B, 74) assumes for the 
noun snisnKt the meaning “admonition,” and Lidzbarski (Eph. i, 96, n.) 
the sense of “binding up” a letter, etc. But there is no necessity in depart- 
ing from the common meaning; it refers to the magical armament of persons 
and things with power to resist the forces of evil ; so a passage in the Gmsa: 
“Arm yourselves with arms not of iron” (ed. Petermann, p. 25 , '• *>)• 
That is, it is the magical equipment of a person or charm against evil. Paul 
may have been making use of well-known magical language when he 
exhorted the Ephesians to “put on the panoply of God,” Sph. 6: 13. The 
following phrase, “a great wall of bronze,” is equally parabolic;, bronze 
possessed atropaic use in magic, like the other metals; cf. 151 7 , and see 
Pauly-Wissowa, i, 50; a Talmudic instance, Sabi., 66b. 

mjnn nan: our magician displayed the same assurance in No. 2. 

* , 1 i. 4.1,;,, bad its osvchological effect on the client. 


No. 5 (CBS 2952) 

{univrn tnsrri nm pt?’r£ p^’rtfv p“i&’p n’&pi p»’nn ’D’nm pmox ’m[Dx] 
m nmnx mi wia nn mrum ’ntyia "q thst m . . mma }’D tipnmni 
nanai now mm nn? ^i xwo (w) xrM’i> ^3 ( 2 ) pnmD nmm n^ia 
nynt^n pmmDX xod nrp’D Joi pa’pn pinijn pp’a prim xnnpi xnmbi 
x^pi xro no pis ’ 3 X mnr^xn mnti >’3 ptann nys&J'n (3) pmmmi piD’x 

(elided m Tnfcj m bnan pdh am 13’^ my[3tj>x] * . .»m^x 

. . . . , joi xs’pn xJDb idi xncy’3 xj’y id nt^ia (4) nn -inavo mi nt^ia na ma 
run 1 ’a (5) n^a jdx idx nxi nx mm nwa nmn lorn i^atyn onwoi 
]>x mm ‘■idx’i n^o ma run’ ’a by ddip mm msro nx wm nin’ ’a pm 
(sic) nix m x^n D'^no mmin na (6) mn’ w iddh in mm mm loan 

n^D idx jax 5 ^xd ^fi» 

Two lines on either side of figure in center. 

n5>o lex idx n!>r 6 nynx (7) 

n^a idx idx m?D nt?x idx 

Translation 

Wholly charmed and sealed and bound and enchanted [are ye], that 
ye go away and be sealed and depart from the house [and property?] of 
Farruch bar Pusbi and Newanduch bath Pusbi and Abanduch bath 
Pusbi, and that there depart from them ( 2 ) all evil Liliths and all Demons 
and Devils and Spells and Idol-spirits, and the Vow and the Curse and the 
Invocation, and evil Arts and mighty Works and everything hostile. Ye 
are bound with the seven' spells and sealed ( 3 ) with the seven seals in 

the name of Eldedabya Abi Ponan, lord of spoil and curse I conjure 

against you in the name of the great Prince, that thou keep Farruch b. P. 
and Newanduch b. P. ( 4 ) from the Evil Eye and from the mighty Satan, 
and from . . . and from the many Satyrs in the road of Hamad, in the 
name of Yhwh, ’H, B’H. Amen, Amen, Selah. (5) “According 


( 138 ) 
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to the mouth of Yiiwh they would encamp, and according to the mouth 
of Yhwh they would march; the observance of Yhwh they kept accord- 
ing to the mouth of Yhwh by Moses” “And Yhwh said to Satan: 
Yhwh rebuke thee, Satan, Yhwii rebuke (6) thee who chose Jerusalem. 
Is not this a brand plucked from the fire?” Amen, Amen, Selah. 


Commentary 

A general incantation against evil spirits for a man and his two sisters. 
The latter half Hebraizes. 

i . The duplication of the ppls. is for intensity, “twice charmed, pitrp 

error for p'tDp. — p& , 'r6, the only instance of this verb in the bowl-texts. 

cited by Payne Smith, col. 3246; Porruchan and composites 
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4. “The hobgoblins in the way of Hamad, the many” ; cf. the Rodwell- 
Halevy bowl in which a geographical location is given, “upon the road to 
Husi,” and Wolils. 2417, a demon who dwells in Samki. The reference 
is to the demons which beset some particular road. For the satyrs see p. 80. 
amn in the text is awkward. 

5. Literal quotations from Num. 9: 23 (cf. 26: if.). The applica- 

bility of this quotation lies in its triple use of the efficacious word (as 
above in 1 . 3). Hence the magical use of such Psalms as the 121st, i22d, 
the Aaronic Blessing, etc. Later Kabbalism, found in the theme the abbre- 
viation of mnn D'H^, see Schwab, Notices et Extraits of the Paris 

National Library, xxxvi, 1 (1899), 288. 

7. There is no evident sense in these words around the figure, nyns and 
"IJJW are reminiscent of the interpretation of the Name, Ex. 3 : 14; nbnb = 
“avaunt”?, WD == Moses. 



No. 6 (CBS 2916) 

Kn'j-i't nDirfo wiena wi!>i (2) nan'll ’Jdd!>i ,lin!> puosn 

ro nntni prom -a msi nrro’U piin nnap '11 (S) mam wi’M 'lo'Pi 'd'j 1 
loro nn> idtbi pnnBttD's !>» paru iwnaua (4) p-ieni \wv pi* 'insn 
sow tai 'rm wa pn!> «J»'M (5) pnn twa’M I'tepi h»7' in» ' D ' 1 
s;rvi •:•■:• prta'D (6) sin kiwi 'm' pnlua’D pan stnn 'D!' pin 

Kjowi xr.xBi sn sun pmna reiaD'xa pint toaani wnsi '3i’V pntn’a 1 ' in 
nv ptn ewa pnt sw'aa inn xno'ai pmi’S tai (7) pn’nn’B pn's pnvs 
poaw sni' 3 'n (8) Dura tmsi pee-"! inn nwa pna ptP’aa ninsi K'DB>n p,'B 
snintK Din mua wwon dim naro xrov'an bwa tmo xn'mtn owa W» 

mn ta pnm pna » ras (9) won twao am »™ 

mrin-n «6i snttoi 'ta<M 'dui Knap'Ji nan «mt'ti sn-m noim snt-a 

sti n't'tn Kotna st - .ti (10) 'lntm na nnsti unsn na pro* lint 

nnoa ptapm sti iwte^n sno'eti tiriJ'on *»'?!> panp'n xti man Krowa 
tsn mi atisiti in kbi’ id lint umi lint (11) msn pnw'P taa iiot'Ei'n sti 
nt'Da Dt'Ji «3'3 ’3 nasni Ktis 'a kpb’ 3 t’apo «t pn ptm nan RB-a'a pn 
pn «d,i |di non van imwW ” nW i 


Translation 

A press which is pressed down upon Demons and Devils and Satans 
and impious Amulet-spirits and Familiars and Counter-charms and L.hths 
male (3) and female, that attach themselves to Adak bar Hathoi and Aha 
bath Hathoi-that attach themselves to them, and dwell (4) m them arch- 
ways/and lurk by their thresholds, and appear to them m one form and 
another, and that strike and cast down and kill. And this press (S) 
press down upon them in days and in months and in all years, and this 
day out of all days, and this month out of all months mid this year ( ) 
out of all years, and this season out of all seasons. And I come and put 
a spell for them in the thresholds of this their house, and I seal and bind 
them. Fastened up are their doors (7) and all their roof. 

( 1 «) 
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And this press I press down upon them by means of these seven words, 
by which heaven and earth are charmed: in the name of the first, Gisrnin 
and Marbil; of the second, Gismin and Marbil ; of the third, Marbil; of the 
fourth, Masbar; of the fifth, Morah ; of the sixth, Ardibal; of the seventh 

Kibsin (presses), with which is repressed (9) with them are 

repressed all evil Spirits and impious Amulet spirits and Liliths male and 
female and Familiars and Counter-charms and Words, that they appear 

not to Adak b. H. and to Ahath b. H. (10) and to neither in 

dream by night nor in sleep by day, and that they approach neither their 
right side nor their left, and that they kill not their children, and that 
they have no power over their property, what they have ( 1 1 ) and what they 
shall have, from this day and forever. 

And whoever will transgress against this press and does not accept 
these rites, shall split asunder violently and burst in the midst, and the 
sound of him shall resound with the resonance of brass in the spheres of 
heaven, (12) and his abode shall be in the seventh (?) hell of the sea, 
from this day and forever. Amen, Amen, Selah. 

Commentary 

A charm in behalf of a couple (each with a mother of the same name) 
and their household; the incantation consists in seven magical words, and 
concludes with a threat against any who destroy the bowl and ignore its 
ban. 

1 . NCJ’ira: cf. ,4:1, and see § 8. Cf. the verb, 1 . 5. N. B. similar 
use of in Pesikta R. 16 (Jastrow, p. 611) : the sacrifices are “presses 
because they press down the sins.” 

2. 'D' 3 , also 12: 9, in both places before .‘■fepp. Out of several 
possibilities of interpretation I suggest that of 0 in the sense of “side” 
(cf. 34: 4), and then one who is familiar (Jastrow, .s. v.), hence = the 
napefipog or familiar spirit of the Greek magic; e. g. the oveipono/nroi and 
7r ApsSpoi in Justin Martyr, Ap. i, 18, Eusebius, H. B iv, 7 : 9, occurring also 
in the magical papyri, Dieterich, Abraxas, 161, n. They may be the genii 
invoked by manipulation or rubbing of the amulet as in the Arabian 
Nights. In Arabic superstition we learn of the “follower,” tabi'u, that 
accompanies the bewitched man, Noldeke, ZDMG, xli, 717. And cf. the 
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Satan who is a “comrade” to an evil man, Karin, in the Koran (e. g. 41 • 

24) see van Vloten, WZKM, vii, 182 ff., son could be the Syriac word 
for marauding troop, an appropriate description for a demoniac spec.es, 
but the meaning given above is more appropriate in the context. 

3 pn(t . cf . the Persian name Adaces, in Ammianus, see Justi, p. 2, 
and cf. Noldeke, Persische Studien, 417. 

vman: cf. the Syriac name Hathi, “my sister,” cited by Payne Smith, 
col. 1408, here with the Persian diminutive ending. 

Jin'rop : the Syriac tuu, "transverse beam,” hence P r <* aW >’ ^°'’‘ 
lintel, — so Payne-Smith, col. 670; radically the word refers to 
the doorway. For the abodes of the demons, see p. 76. 

man: the same phrase in the Mandaic, Noldeke, Mand. Gram., 

§ 216, 2. 

pi, tn»: cf. Mk. 9: 14 Lu. 6:4. > 

5 . For the selection of a special day for the exorcism, see p. 55 - 

6 . srm: unique form; W is treated in some forms as though W. 

and here metaplastically as 

nnan : the only occurrence in the bowls of this ancient magical term. 
—The root aw is used here not in its Aramaic sense, 
prum = pnn' 3 , cf. 1 . 4 - 

7 . prriJ'.«.: cf. Pesah. nib, ns's 'an, of the demons. 

8. These magical words are wholly obscure; see § n- 

I0 “Sleep by day” : cf. the special term in 7: 16. The midday siesta 

was^^forth^^-^s^ 

this was the ^sen ‘.me for- tdt cks by ^ ^ ^ representing sun . 

was taken m Jewish legend y Roscher, Ephialtes. 

stroke, etc. See Grunbaum, ZDMG, mu, 251 h- 

Magical protection at right and left hand is frequently referred to m 
. , • erv . e g the Utukki-sents in, 93 (Thompson, 1, n) , 

:: y si j — - - ** - ** ^ 

iii 142; the MoWu-series, vi, 1 . 123 t. Cf. 13- 7 - 

priw, : for the new vowel see Noldeke, Mand. Gram., § 25. 
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11. The penalty for infraction of the charm is bombastic enough! 
For the threatening of demons, see above, on 3: 6. 

-qij, KpETJ : Mandaizing spelling for "DJO, ; also NTIX = any. 

A dialectic formula may be used here. N. B. i of the preformative, 
Dpa from Syr. DOT, and is Syriac over against the Rabbinic and 

Mandaic forms. 

12. “In the seventh hell” (with awkward use of the numeral) in 
contrast to the seventh heaven. For the seven hells, see Eisenmenger, ii, 
302, 328 f. 



This bowl is a replica to that published by Dr. Myhrman ot Upssaia 
(No. 16081), see above p. 20. The latter is more perfect than my text, 
in fact almost the only perfect one in the collection; for this reason and 
also for the value of comparing the numerous variants I give the two 
texts in parallel, making such emendations as appear necessary in the first- 
published text, which amount chiefly to the proper grammatical distinction 
of yod and waw and he and heth. It may be observed that the designs in 
rti* two bowls differ: in 16007 merely a circle enclosing a cross, in 16081, 

head capped, at the other end a 
of the demon?), while four rays 
e figure are three characters like 


a linear figure, the stem s 
pitc.hfork-like termination 
represent the limbs. On 
the Greek 2, or looked at 
the B»’s shuffled into Pognon’s texts, see p. 60. For convenience of refei- 
ence I give the same line-numbering to Myhrman’ s text as to my own. 

In the commentary I make such few notes as are necessary on Dr. 
Myhrman’ s ably edited text. 

16007 

mm ns “p5J”2 
am* ^n*n Kan K’DK (2) 

-|i? KJownpi (3) sie'nni * 1 ^ 

pnnn nwpi mma mm 

13 (4) 1st)’ ’wo) heok 13 (4) ”3 

5 B 1 .TO 'ITWl MD'D na 
n5ia nrrnni nn5 pm mm 
nan mr \ nai nan kh^ki nw3 
maun iv'vai (6) ’“ttn 


1 6081 (Myhrman) 

Knnnn no nb^a 

kj-iK* ■>bnnn nan tdk (2) 
yd? (3) wonm yd?. 


Kormai Kan -Kr^Kn nwa 
Kinai niKa*n , *^av (5) ^k Kntm 
tjnnpn Kan 

„ * 5 >a ppB.n \\vmv) tiypn 

pmpn patoD 5*31 (6) 


wv 5a jtpBU pynm rwn 
nDim Kiwa nn*i mm (6) 
ppn 5a 1 ! jnt? 5a^ kipjtt 
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p'paa bia poa nmi'i pDa P'P'E t'D 
[pnair']K ie iktt' pirn 
*■£ wo'nnDi WB'rini ww* nap (7) 
p'esv'd nua n'ara'pa n['p'E]a p'vsa 
-piaitm [ie (8) i*n'P]i 

taavEa Hpsna iw'E'oa hxnii own 
nei nuId ti.'.bT'W-' pen^d to'oy ^Koy 
am ieeki (9) [mu am iaavE 
npked mm wnpio kei depeki 
«n tsap ppkv'e mm w^[3mD]i 
maw (10) [mmn nmu] mvea 

pini 

u^ Kab'pnoa -yinaipa 12 iktp 
-pm'D Kirn wn['ia n]nu ntma 
Pee p&p' «!n 'kjke pe 
'p'BK panp *?2\ (11) pv[u pn]n hi 
hi) 

ioi Knbib hi) Knhp hi) xnm 
i>Ea "»p 'annas hi) ... .hi) mar 
UDi[n hi) ns]ps hi) ^’3 lataD 
'B'pp (12) mn& >31 [Km Jam t 
pip |o pn5> kjp'ed m mnn |di 
kp’e 

mittip \qi paaiEj in paam taavs 
,td[v's] p-nta pyn mams idi «b» yr 
nn- nm 

nmmai i>Knvo i3i (13) mtav'.[3a] 
my k!> nmibD hv va'K 22) RTta 
pEp['] xhvih pm an an 
uasa 'sna mi ^*in ni 

[Knnp]a appayi mm n[&]'pa 
n»ini kpkv'.e maia (14) sritaih 
'■:" ppmann 
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ava'K 'an ^>s iba kpu pm nto id 

n3 pVI 

p3^> KaD'pnoa pal> kukv nm (7) 

'vriKi pppk 'asvDi mbdk pe (8) "a 
nnbv'D p'si pins pm Kp'sa nm 
divei i»«'3'Di iwisa dive 

S3i kud D'Dinni !>K'dyi 

P3l arnK* (9) anu in' dive 
■sped 'pm Kamao nnn deism 
\)ih aapbaDa kpvu 'nm KaS»3noi 
1135* KaD'nnDi \\ih Kamaoa 

pm KP'sa p5"x 'amaa nsvaa "a (10) 
n^aD 

pn^> pdp' xbi 

5>Sa 'i'EED ^Da mi ^>sa (11) mv !>s 

Kntaato uspe tea xp^eedi kp'!>'!> 
"vp 'idd hi) xppayi 

I'V’E (12) PP'TD !>Ea 

pn!> Ksp'sapD '^i m pdi 

'naoip pdi pans ns pans dive 
t"yr piaa manPSDa kd' m 

KPl'tai 5>'KPVD 1E1 (13) rt'DV'E'l 
lEy xh p'Ppdd hv vj'x pEa «p'ta 
'i'ia 'tv pep' xhvih pm «n «n 
sppaya «pDa^a «p^EEoa kp'5>'5»i 
xpiepsi n[3paa] sp'ipa 


J . A. MONTGOMERY— ARAMAIC INCANTATION TEXTS. 


'vriRi 
pm pbrim- « 5 *i 
Rtjm Rhn pm pkrrn rM ( 16 ) 
(jic) pnnrmn prun jp 

n^'h pno^m r 5 > pn!> pifimn rJp 
in «w- id rddh pnru'Ba Rh 

n^D JDR IDR D^yiu 



'nn«'Wi rrhwrptsn rperi 

itjm ipnb ^ 31 ijddi ■'yiav PP'Pd Soi wddi pdqi (14) 

pB »3 ppifB l> 3 [l] IDTD 3 |D“ 1 'DT 

[x]jT | n niDnn rdcti r*p'b> nwm Rivm niDYOi wm r^P’ 1 ^ niDT ’3 
«nn'«i maa momi ( 15 ) Ksiyi nnnRi «ma nip W ( 15 ) rm[sp] 

ipiBvi&naa pwa bmi ion 5>aa ipiai i^dd pjia bfl.y lbi y'mi 

n'Sm pDi rprm pdi mrm pts t° 

-pnpR m ‘irtp pirn rvnaa 

irjri ra rpnrpR titud ppi 

■;1>3 pDi pnwa pbi prim pbi P^r ’itirt 

prprm ityj’iR pm pbrim « 5 >i 

aem R^Rnn ^3 pm pkmn r!h ( 16 ) Rtjm Rhn pm pbrrn rM ( 16 ) 

prim imam fl) pnrp jwn ain (sic) pnnrma ivrvn Rh 

pm pbp'h « 5 >i 

r^i RD^m r ! 5 pni> ptnrvn 'fly n^'Sri pnpi^rn fl pn!> pmrv>n rP 

p-t «or ID RDDH ROWS. IH «W ID RDD ’1 pnhj'BO r !>1 

n^D idr idr flyby flp jdr idr fl'ifly 

RjyatyDi Ri’Dip “nyi — •—■■— 

pyaW pb'WT pma pyatmi .inanijp nyor idSj d’dbd Ran Rm Tints' ity (IT) 
psriDD pnn paap ^3 pm mvn^i puna p-pty 5*3 pnn ^vyfl RPRsnn P^d 
nn^n n!>D idr idr prumy by ’D*n paw 

Translation 

In thy name, O Lord of salvations, (2) the great Saviour of love. 

I bind to thee and seal (3) and counterseal to thee, the life, house and 
property of this Yezidad (4) bar Izdanduch; in the name of the great 
God, and with the seal of Shadda El, (5) and by the splendor of Sebaoth, 
and ' by the great glory of the Holy One: that all ... Demons and all 
mighty Satans remove and betake themselves and go out (6) from the 
house and from the dwelling and from the whole body of this Yezidad 

b. I. 

(7) Again I bind to thee (Myhrman, to you) and seal and counterseal 
to thee (M. to you) the life and house and property and bedchamber of 
Yezidad (8) b. I., in the name of Gabriel and Michael and Raphael, and 
in the name of the angel ‘Asiel and Ermes (Hermes) the great Lord. [In 


i 1 1 irf ; i iatiil itiiiil f ; i m-mm 
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the name of Yahu-in-Yahu] (9) and the great Abbahu and the great 
Abrakas (Abraxas), the guardian of good spirits and destroyer of evil 
spirits, I guard to thee (M. to you) the life, house, dwelling (10) and 
property of this Yezidad b. I. And I seal to thee (M. to you) the 
life, house and dwelling of this Merduch bath Banai, that there sin not 
against you (M. them) all evil Arts (11) and all (magic) Circles and all 
Necklace-spirits and all Invocations and all Curses and all Losses and all 
... and all sore Maladies and all evil Satans and all Idol-spirits and all 
impious Amulet-spirits and all mighty Tormentors, (12) which under my 
own hand I banish from this house in the name of Pharnagin bar Pharnagin, 
before whom trembles the sea and behind whom tremble the mountains, 
in the name of HH, HH, and in the name of (13) Bar-mesteel, whose 
proscription is proscribed and none trespasses upon his ward. 

Lo, this mystery is for frustrating you, Mysteries, Arts, and enchanted 
Waters and Hair-spirits, Bowls and Knots and Vows and Necklace-spirits 
and Invocations and Curses (14) and evil Spirits and impious Amulet- 
spirits. And now, Demons and Demonesses and Lilis and Liliths and 
Plagues and evil Satans and all evil Tormentors, which appear — and all 
evil Injurers— in the likeness of vermin and reptile and in the likeness of 
beast and bird (15) and in the likeness of man and woman, and in every 
likeness and in all fashions: Desist and go forth from the house and from 
the dwelling and from the whole body of this Yezidad b. I. and from 
Merduch his wife b. B., and from their sons and their daughters and all 
the people of their house, ( 16) that ye injure them not with any evil 
injury, nor bewilder nor amaze them, nor sin against them, nor appear to 
them either in dream by night or in slumber by day, from this day and 
forever. Amen, Amen, Selah. 

And again I swear and adjure (17) thee: May the great Prince expel 
thee, he who breaks thy body and removes thy tribe. And by the seventy 
Men who hold seventy sickles, wherewith to kill all evil Demons and to 
destroy all impious Tormentors, — are they cast prostrate in troops and 
thrown on their beds. Amen, Amen, Selah, Halleluia. 
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Commentary 

A charm made out for a man, his wife and household, against all 
manner of demons. 

A comparison of these bowls, each written by a facile scribe with a 
well formed ductus, throws light on the history of the transmission and 
development of our magical inscriptions. Myhrman’s text is shorter, in 
the other an appendix has also been added addressed against some particular 
but unnamed demon. The spelling in M. is more archaic, avoiding matrcs 
lectionis, the masc. pronom. suffix being represented by n alone, n is gener- 
ally used for final a, the antique form MP'WnD is found (1. 6), as also the 
true reproduction of Hermes by n. Also my text is more confused in the 
arrangement of the exorcised powers, M. follows the historical order. 
Formally then M. appears to be the elder text, in comparison with which 
mine is more inflated. 

The most interesting point of difference is this: in M. the sealing 
is done “to you” throughout, but in my text “to thee” (1. 2, etc.). This 
plural has justly troubled Myhrman, and he suggests three possible 
explanations. But I believe the only explanation is that his text is 
polytheistic or rather a product of the common magic religion ; in expressing 
three names of “the great God” Elaha, Shaddai and Sebaoth, the magician 
regarded them as a trinity of deities, just as in the magical papyri these 
Jewish (and other) divine names are invoked as so many deities (see 
8 M’s text is then of eclectic religious character. My text abjures 

all such polytheism, but that it is secondary to the other is shown by 
comparing them in 11. 9 and 10 . M. retains its polytheistic plural; my 
text has clung to the form, but misunderstanding it has read W (■• e. 1W 
pt, = ^ = wb), and I suppose made it refer to the following fem- 
inine or to some feminine demon. For the same reason it reads, 

awkwardly, p» in L *> “ rrect I'" 5 ’’ ThUS “ “ T’" 

its original, in which the deities invoked are the names of the Jewish 
God, has fallen into more orthodox hands and produced our monotheistic 

> Cf among the seven planetary spirits of the Ophites (Origen, C. Cels., 3t) 
- — 
angel-names (p. 47)- 
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text, leaving but a trace or two of its original source. Such are the com- 
plications of this magic! 

I . The opening singular invocation does not agree with the following 
plural in M. 

“WIT : name of a Nestorian writer, Payne Smith, col. 1586; Justi, p. 
149, thinks the Syriac form an error, but our text confirms it. Our word 
could be Semitic — "n TP. Also note Izeddad in Justi, p. 147. 

4. “innPN: Justi, p. 146. 

With nsDN, M, cf. in addition to his reference to Aspenaz, Dan. 1: 3, 
the name Aspazanda, Clay, BE, x, 41. 

5. "PS: plural, “the rays of light.” This and the following term 
represent Hebrew T33. 

with expression of the half-vowel, as in cases cited earlier; 
cf, Stube, 1. 62. For the following Hithpalpel, s. Jastrow, p. 407. 

P*ilT , M : so the spelling surely, see above, p. 81. 

6. “from the body” : cf. the tyvlaicrfipioy au/xaTo^a§, London Papyrus, 1. 
589, Wessely, xlii, 39. 

8. For the angels, see § 13; for four angels (cf. the four gods sur- 
rounding the magician in Babylonian magic; see above, on 6: 10) see Luek- 
en, Michael, 34 f. Nuriel-Uriel is generally the fourth. In Stube, 1. 58, b&PJJJ 
takes this place. occurs in Sefer Rasiel, s. Schwab, Vocabalaire, 214, 

and probably in a text of Pradel’s (p. 22, 1. 16), where aaa and a<pa doubtless 
= Asael and Raphael. N. B. the care with which the scribe rewrites the 
name of Asiel ; all four names are made to terminate in -iel. 

D'DTX = M. D’trtn (the latter the closest to the Greek of our 
spellings) = Hermes, see to 2: 2. Myhrman’s suggestion, which I 
originally (and independently) favored, that the word is Hormiz = 
Ahura-mazda, is ruled out by the fact that that element in our proper 

names is given by POT n . 

ith it: cf. Stiibe, 1. 15 rrn.T TOt^n; Pognon B, no. 5, X'n T ; son, 
above 2:2 ( q . v,) ; im in', 13: 7. IT ancient form of the divine Name, 
appearing (apart from biblical proper names and probable Babylonian 
forms) in the Assouan papyri, in the Greek magical papyri (Deissmann, 
Bibelstudien , 4 ff, Blau, p. 128 ff.) as law, surviving among the modern 
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Samaritans (Montgomery, 1BL, 1906, 50, n. 5), and used 111 the magical 
texts current at Mossoul (PSBA, xxviii, 97 )- 1 think the douMed term 
here is theosophiei Yah-in-Yah; cf. the Christian Logos-doctrine and its 
terms and Kabbalism. It is possible that Stiibe’s IW = Yahbeh 
_ Yahweh. At all events this spelling-out of the full Tetragrammaton 
occurs in a proper name below, 26: 4. 

9 matt, and puis below, 1. 12, probably correctly diagnosed by 
Myhrman as exalted sorcerers’ names; see above p. 47 - ^ the tv ™ 
Amoraim Abbahu, see lew. Bnc.. s. v. A suggestion m anot “" 
possible for Abbahu. King in his Gnostics and thcr hemmns, Lond , 
^887, 246, says that the Pantheus or representation of the pan heistic y 
Sie Gnostics, appearing on the Gnostic gems, '% ‘“anably — 
With his proper name iao and his epithets ABPAaAS and -ah 
accompanied with invocations such as . . . . abaaxaganaaba, thou a.t our 
3 ?. Our Abbahu may represent this epithet and the pm,a g e gg 
accordingly preserve three of the Gnostic des.gnat.ons o 
- - , T Abraxas For Abraxas see above, p. 57 . ™d for treatments or 
fhe subject and bibliographies the articles “Abrasax” in H-h’s « 
lewis,, Bncyc, and especially the splendid are 

-s^£ssss&. •- m 

this name occurring m Hebrew -or at least m j 

my text is. Abraxas is found in Sefer Rasiel, 5a. 

ataw. 1011330 : instances of the Syriac nominal formation from de- 

rived stems. . 

nnn 3 i 3 -nn : recalling the Jewish “good demons,” see above, P . * 

■ . £ it-A rt r ppU araftbc 8oifu#v , frecjuent m 

The expression is also reminiscent of the Greek «r« 

magic. - ,, 

K 31133 D (2d) : ppl. W. suffix. It is represented by three pp s.m ., 
5ecOTd _ which M. tnosto, with * 'WC- ( s 

“ I ***, . :».« « W «. » - ““‘ 1 ‘ ’ ' 
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= (Rabb.) Heb. T3TH, of naming a person to a deity and so placing him 
under his protection. 

10. TVTi'D: Mer-ducht, = Mithra-ducht, Justi, p. 208, Bemerk. 

’SOSO = K 3 K 2 27: 8; a masc. name among the Jews, Scfer ha-Doroth 
ii, 84. But these names appear to be indifferently masc. and fern.; cf. 1 : 4. 
The same name '31 is found in Nabataean and Palmyrene inscriptions, 
Lidzbarski, Handbuch, 238, and = the frequent Babylonian Bani-ia, cf. 
the name lists in Clay, BB, viii, pt. 1, pp. ix, x. 

11. 'p'QK |’ 3 “iD , occurring frequently in the unpublished No. 2918. 
I interpret this from the Syriac KTid, as of the magic circle, cf. K'1N21 *>Ntn, 
39: 7, and see p. 88. The circle was used particularly for necromancy and 
devil-raising. Cf. Eliphas Levi, Dogme et rituel de la haute magie , Paris, 
1856, ii, 1. 14. The objection to this interpretation is the entire obscurity 
Of 'p'BS . 

nyv': for nyw, is‘dr, cf. Maclean, Diet, of Vernacular Syriac , 193b ; for 
the meaning, see p. 94, above. 

For the epithet cf. the epithets violentus, etc., of the 

demons; cases cited by Tambornino, De ant. daemonismo, 15, 23. 

12. “under my own hand”: there is much imitation of legal forms in 
magical formulas. 

|' 3312 : evidently a Persian name; Myhrman as from farm, “good 
fortune,” and gin ( ?) comparing Pharnakes, etc., Justi, p. 92-96. I may 
compare the Persian name Frenanh, Justi, p. 105b. 

py'b VI, parallel to M’s p'jlf, NJ?T, in the latter as from root KJ?T. 

13. ni = M. 12, translated there “son of the inquirer 

of the oracle.” We must go to the Assyrian for the explanation. There 
the corresponding form mustdlu means one who gives an oracle upon being 
asked, i. e. an oracle-giver, and is an epithet of deity. See Jastrow, JBB, 
xix, 99, and the reff. in Delitzsch, Ass. Hzvb., s. v. W . The expression 
has the connotation of deciding the fates, with which cf. the following 
phrase in our text KTtJ n'rn'm 12 may here be used like the Arabic ibn, 
without modifying its regimen. Or may the phrase = Mru mustdlu, 
“oracle-giving seer”? Some ancient phrase has been conventionalized and 
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personified. For the following expression concerning the inviolability of 
the “decree,” cf . 38 : 8. 

M3: ppl. pass. The root £Hn came to be used particularly of 
poisoning. The ''an are probably “hairs,” Syriac seppa. Any portion of 
a person’s body, especially hairs, nails, etc., as detachable, could be used in 
magic directed against him. See Thompson, Fern. Magic , Index, j. v. 
“hair,” and with abundant citation of comparative magic, Abt, Apuleius, 
179 if. ; also Blau, p. 161. 

14. For the appearance of devils in animal forms, cf. the reply of the 
demon to St. Michael in a text of Pradel’s (p. 23) : “I enter their houses 
metamorphosed as snake, dragon, vermin, quadruped.” 

15. pv'j rzz g e wanin, cf. 1. 16, vs. M. gawwanin or gaumn (?). 

16. : Paels, with ’ for preformative half-vowel. I 
understand jfalWi and I'niB'n, of the demoniac bewilderment of the 
victim (see Jastrow, s. vv,), or actual insanity. M. has for these verbs 
“fiTPJi in their house” ; Myhrman’s translation, “shall not dwell,” would 
require jvvnn . It looks as if pvpn is for pTiBTi , or an error for |VTvn, 
from = Tib . 

xmn^: so also 8: 11, but generally in parallel occurrences, e. g. Myhr- 
man’s text* 'WW. The same noun is found in the Mandaic, 'W\ 

( Ginza , Norberg’s text, ii, 18, 1. 12), and the verb, aatri “inW {ib. } 1. 19). 
It means to “snore, sleep profoundly” (cf. Heb. riDTin) = Arabic Sahara. 
Cf. 6: 10. 

17. son iOD: cf. 5 : 31 and see p. 97. D'DBD : cf. Ass. pasasu. 

“70 men holding 70 sharp sickles”: i. e. the 70 angels or shepherds, 
representing the 70 nations, Enoch 89: 59 (originally regarded as good 
angels, Schiirer, GJV *, iii, 198, n. 32, Lueken, Michael , 14, but later legend 
regarded them as fallen). The “sharp sickles” are an echo of Rev. 
14: 14 ff., where the Peshitto uses the same words as here. This coin- 
cidence (cf. also Mt. 13: 37 ff.) argues for a common source of ideas. 

HW: inf. of 'W, Targumic but not Talmudic. 

pijnDD : Pael pass, ppl., of the Syriac and Mandaic root “prostrate.” 
Or possibly cf. the Rabbinic meaning “put on a cover,” with reference to 
the inverting of the bowls, see to 4: h 6: I. The “beds” are metaphorical 
of weakness and subjection, cf. Is. } 5° : n* 



No. 8 (CBS 9013) 

■ie«s-; in ■’fcova pim ii'nm •snann!’ son pin |ata snsms nan manm 
sm^i kidh sm^ te mm irai Hwm snsy.m smte rate (2) nrni 
pmrvte [i^tany i'3W]'ani pamynis pmmte (3) snmam snatei snnpm 
maty ante pnmsi (4) pmte ymty pnma nr.s mm pnmyo mnoi pm&ym! 5 sbi 
in Psna pim mmm pai mnm pa '.piai mim pyaty na&y rmte pma'si 
sh mnmn s^ pni> pmmn k!> aim nisa nn (5) mnms natyi pai 'nasa 
pamnsi maty ante pnmsi pmte yatyi bia'a [pn]mntyia man s!>i pmrmn 
smis in ytym v mi snaiy pmte ntei pa’te yatyi ha^a naty nnte (6) 
kj5» nma sam pnims nnte oityni (7) pnms ante [sipm pm.te] main 
smn smte aotei nwa pnmmn^i pmyia'ty^ nm mnn nnmy^si sw pa 
srpte^ Siam sm^ ’ms pmnam (8) pmam mnami ma'j mi> mna 
las pnm smna nn y^m’ [mi] . . . snacyn in smaam smatei snamm 
nm mnn nnmysi sa’ iny pa m^ sns sa^ (9) smia in ytyim mi s3 
pr£ yiaty . . . s'/ims pa ... naty nnte. pnimsi maty ante pnms[i] 
ipa ’[pi]ai mron ym Kin sia kjiii . . . tym pony (10) pnsbi sy'pi pa 
mm nisa nn mnms 'iasy[i pai 'sosa] in ’snim pirn mnmi pai mnm 
bin mnppyn mtemrn 5>nma saam snintyn k5>i sa!>mn ab (11) pn^> ptnimn vb 
s[inm ']te> KmVt 1 * 5 'n]as miaipi nyntyni Kmia in ytyim nrni snppyni rw 
pror nm aims imsn pn^> sjyntya snmam s-nmten snnpm (12) sm^i 
pnmy (13) snaia . . , mai snanii..s nan n,n ia>a iaty n.n npy’ >ityn 
♦ ♦ . 3 pniam mam msa in myn ’saim pai msa nn matyi sin pa pnom, 
lia!mn Kim n[is]nv - • inn ppmp pns^a im miya n . . . n pimty nia^si 
itys nms ^am. amni Isom sysn nmn^m nimn amaiy (14) can ^k mini 
5 >k . . , . n ptymp pns^ai snaiam ia$y . . . . . m . . iasy iasy ps iaty nms 
sns^a ^Kmpym sni Haste temnpnpni sni (15) snste temrym «ni Lsns]te 
mj'Ki ..... [’]tym ’tern snstym sn^’i> 'ws sis snstym snpjy nmpy sni 

nte ias |as o^iy^i pi sam pa pn^y pnnm s^ mm (16) [pi]nm> 

..... sntym snm [snty]m sn^^ s mn bsmna . . , mite 'amn 



J. A. MONTGOMERY — ARAMAIC INCANTATION TEXTS. 


155 


rnatt ro [wn] «nn p» ppmrpn . . . ptemn V« ' n.zmp hv ( 17 ) 

rm^n n^o 12s ids [p*].n 5 ? tiowv 

Translation 

In the name of the Lord of salvations. 

Designated is this bowl for the sealing of the house of this Geyonai bar 
Mamai, that there flee (2) from him the evil Lilith, in the name of ‘Yi-iwh 
El has scattered’ ; the Lilith, the male Lilis and the female Liliths, the 
Hag (ghost?) and the Ghul, (3) the three of you, the four of you and 
the five of you; [naked] are you sent forth, nor are you clad, with your 
hair dishevelled and let fly behind your backs. It is made known to you, 
(4) whose father is named Palhas and whose mother Pelahdad: Hear 
and obey and come forth from the house and the dwelling of this Geyonai 
b. M. and from Rasnoi his wife (5) bath Marath. 

And again, you shall not appear to them in his (sic) house nor in 
their dwelling nor in their bedchamber, because it is announced to you, 
whose father is named Palhas and whose mother (6) Pelahdad, — because 
it is announced to you that Rabbi Joshua bar Perahia has sent against you 
the ban. 1 adjure you [by the glory (= name)] of Palhas your father 
(7) and by the name of Pelahdad your mother. A divorce-writ has come 
down to us from heaven and there is found written in it for your advise- 
ment and your terrification, in the name of Palsa-Pehsa (‘Divorcer- 
Divorced’), who renders to thee thy divorce and thy separation, your 
divorces (8) and your separations. Thou, Lilith, male Lili and female 
Lilith, Hag and Ghul, be in the ban [of Rabbi] Joshua b. P. 

And thus has spoken to us Rabbi Joshua b. P. : (9) A divorce writ 
has come for you (thee?) from across the sea, and there is found written 
in it [against you], whose father is named Palhas and whose mother 
Pelahdad, . . . . they hear from the firmament (10) ... . Hear and they 
and go from the house and from the dwelling of this Geyonai b. M. and 
from Rasnoi his wife b. M. 

And again, you shall not appear to them (11) either in dream by 
night nor in slumber by day, because you are sealed with the signet of 
El Shaddai and with the signet of the house of Joshua b. Perahia and by 
the Seven (?) which are before him. Thou Lilith, male Lili and female 
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Lilith, Hag and Ghul, I adjure you by the Strong One of Abraham, by 
the Rock of Isaac, by the Shaddai of Jacob, by Yah ( ?) his name .... by 
Yah his memorial .... I adjure (13) you to turn away from this Rasnoi 
b. M. and from Geyonai her husband b. M. Your divorce and writ (?) 

and letter of separation sent through holy Angels .... the Hosts of 

fire in the spheres, the Chariots of El-Panim before him standing, (14) 
the Beasts worshipping in the fire of his throne and in the water, the 
Legions of I-am-that-I-am, this his name .... And by the adjuration 
of holy Angels, by . . . .el the great angel, and by ‘Azriel the great angel, 
(15) and by Kabkabkiel the great angel, and by 'Akariel the great angel, 

I uproot the evil Necklace-spirits. Moreover you evil Liliths, evil Counter- 
charms, .... and the letter of divorce (16). And again, do not return 
to them from this day and forever. Amen, Amen, Selah. Sealed upon 
him .... Gabriel ( ?) . 

Again (I adjure you), evil Lilith and evil Spirit .... (17) .... or 
kill .... depart from this Rasnoi b. M. And be they preserved for life! 
Amen, Amen, Selah, Halleluia. 

Commentary 

A charm for a man and his wife, particularly against the Liliths (a 
picture of one of which obscene creatures decorates the bowl), made out 
in the form of a divorce-writ. The inscription is very indistinct and towards 
the end becomes almost illegible. No. 17 is in large part an abbreviated 
and mutilated replica. 

1. wpa: Gewanai (cf. 7: 15), or Ge(y)onai (from jixj, or pa, ' 
“color”?). Cf. ’WPJ appearing in Bar Bahlul’s Syriac-Arabic lexicon, 
where it is equated with wald , etc., to which Payne-Smith adds, “vox 
corrupta ex ySvog,” Thes. } col. 708. 

'DNE, and below in No. 15 KDKb: one of the most frequent 

feminine names in these texts; see Noldeke, WZKM, vi, 309, Lidzbarski, 
Bph. i, 75 f., 97, n. 3 ; ii, 419. Budge in his edition of Thomas of Marga’s 
Book of Governors (ii, 648) gives a note contributed by Jensen that Mami 
is a name of belit ilcini, the mother-goddess. 

2. NtEJ'U NtrW : the generic lilith is differentiated into several different 
species, the male and the female, the ghost and the vampire, hence “the 
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3, the 4, and the 5 of you” below. In the following text it is a question 
whether the 2d per. sing, or plur. should be read in many places. The two 
numbers are clearly distinguished in 1 . 7, end. But the obscurity consists 
in the equivalence of and pb, like the case of the loss of 1 in the 
verbal forms in j'Jl in later Aramaic, e. g. 'E'O'EE, 1 . 11; also 'EJN, 1 . 15, 
is plural, as NEK^'H shows. Also the confusion of 1 and 'in our script 
renders the distinction between masc. and fem. uncertain. Do the imper- 
atives in 1. 10 terminate in i or u, the latter a masculine form (inclusive 
of the feminine), the former possibly to be compared with the Syriac? 
My English “you” covers the uncertainty between sing, and pi. 

ha Ersfi EW'O : a prophylactic “word,” like the magical quotations 
from Scriptures; cf. a similar case at end of No. 42. 

At end of 1 . 2 are named the five different “modes” of the lilith. 
and NE'Qttn are unique demoniac names, found only here and in 
No. 17. The probable identity of m with the Arabic Ghul suggests con- 
necting ‘V with the Arabic si'lcit; Lane, Lexicon, 1365, and at length his 
Arabian Mghts, c. 1, n. 21, and also van Vloten, WZKM, vii, 179, who 
quotes an Arabic author to the effect that the Siffat is the witch of the 
feminine Jinns. (The Arabic root sa'ala, “cough,” = Syriac bjK?.). We 
have then to account for the loss of the V. The form would be comparable 
to Another possibility is = Assyrian siilu, “ghost,” Muss-Arnolt, 

Diet. 1036 (from r6y?), the formation being originally selamtu (cf. elanu 
from r6y) . The witch or Ghul is preferable in the context, however in 
No. 39 the Lilith appears as the ghost of a dead relative, so that the context 
does not determine the etymology. 

Nn'Ettn , or KE'S'Dn No. 17, “ravager,” represents the Heb. Dorm 
(“ostrich”? — such is the tradition in Onkelos and LXX) in Targum Jer, 
to Lev. 11 : 16, Dt. 14: 15 (where these two spellings also are found), 
among the unclean birds. Horrible bird-like forms were given to the 
demons by the Babylonian imagination, Jastrow, Rel. Bab, u. Ass. } i, 281 7 
also cf. Utukki- series, B, 35 f. The ostrich itself even in the 1 rationalizing 
Old Testament is half demoniac; cf. the notes on the pVT, p. 81. Prob- 
ably the 'H is exactly the Arabic Ghul, which is thus described by Doughty : 
“A Cyclops’ eye set in the midst of her human-like head, long beak of 
jaws, in the ends one or two great sharp tushes, long neck; her arms like 
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chickens’ fledgling wings, the fingers of her hands not divided; the body 
big as a camel but in shape like as the ostrich; the sex is only feminine. 
She has a foot as the ass’ hoof and a foot as an ostrich,” etc. ( Arabia 
Desert a, i, 53, quoted by Thompson, Sent. Magic, 60). 

3. pTT^n : for the sharpening of the vowel, t e littdi from 
t e laitdi, see my notes on bO'-iQ, p. 73. 

iV’tny: supplied from 17: 5, as also other bracketed passages, pnyo 
is sing., as THD shows. Nakedness and dishevelled hair are standing 
descriptions of the lilith, witch, etc. See references above, p. 77; add 
Kohut, Judische Angelologie, 88, and for Arabic legend, Wellhausen. 
Skiszen, 3, p. 32. The picture presents the abandoned character of the 
lilith— e. g. the Labartu is called a whore — , and also her shameful, out- 
lawed position. 

p'by : by as constantly in these texts and as in Mandaic. 

The naming of the demon’s forbears has a compelling power, as part of 
name-magic ; see p. 58. Cf. the naming of the parents of the demon B mvxtMax 
in the invocation of his appearance in a charm of Wessely’s (xlii, 60, from 
Brit. Mus. Pap, cxxiii). The same names distorted and applied vice versa 
appear in No. 17; similar names also in No. 11. 

, pl£>: often along with synonymous verbs, pmmx, yiT , etc; Cf. the 
Babylonian istu biti si (Utukki- seides, iii, 158), the long series of impera- 
tives in Maklu-series, v, 1 66 ff., etc.; Mk. 9: 25, Acts 16: 18; in Gollancz’s 
Syriac charms ; in the Greek, e. g. Reitzenstein, Poimandres, 295, 298 
(where the demon is also bidden not to disobey). 

4. Wi : probably hypocoristic from Rasntt, name of a Zoroastrian 
genius, see Justi, p. 259. Cf. the names Tim^n, 'TnWfcO , in Glossary. 

5. mao — anno (15: 2), "Martha.” 

6. "Rabbi J. b. P.”: see commentary No. 32, and below, 1 . 7. 

"by the glory of your father”: hardly an appeal to the demon’s sense 
of honor, np 1 must be equivalent, to "name,” cf. the parallelism and 
the equivalence of the Name and the Glory in the Old Testament, where 
TD 3 is also used of the human personality. 

7 . mb mm Ntm : the separation of the lilith from her victim is 
expressed in terms of a divorce-writ. This was a happy thought of the 
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magicians, who thus applied the powers of binding and loosing claimed 
by the rabbis to the disgusting unions of demons and mortals. The logic 
of the procedure was very simple — if only the liliths were as submissive 
to divorce as their human sisters. The decree is frequent in these bowl 
incantations,, and first appeared in Ellis’s bowl, no. i. But I do not know 
of any case of the occurrence of this magical Get outside of the bowls. 

The magical writ affects the same forms and formalism as that of 
the divorce court. 1 In the parallel bowl, No. 17, a form of date is given 
( 1 . I SDI' pn), which was a requisite in the legal Get. The names of 
both parties are exactly given, hence the parents of the liliths are here 
specifically named. The very terms of divorce are repeated in 17: 2: 
■OTP n'Tim rmoai np'ais' ; cf. the facsimile of a Get given as a frontis- 
piece in Amram’s work (W iranm rvpnB> mas). It was necessary 
that the writ should be properly served on the divorcee, hence in 26 : 6, 
■ota'j “take thy writ,” a sentence consummating the process, and 

then the divorced demon must betake herself from her victim s property, 
as commanded by the peremptory; “Hear, obey and go forth” ( 1 . 10). But 
there is a difference; against spiritual powers divine authority was neces- 
sary. And so it is affected that the writ has come down from heaven ( 1 . 7), 
that is, it belongs to the category of writs from foreign countries for 
which there were special forms; hence the KB- TO p KMt MM, 1 . 9. 
The commissioners and witnesses are the holy angels, etc., t 9 f« A rabbi 
is also at hand to seal as notary the divine decree, none other than the 
famous master-magician Joshua b. Perahia, For a further phase of this 
“divorce-writ” see to 11: 7- In 1- 7 > both the sing, and pi. are carefully 
used, so as to include both the definite lilith and also the whole brood. 

7. pawn: :Pael infinitives with first syllable in i 

: the root = “split asunder. 

rrnD ( ?) may be ppl. from am in sense of Latin reddcre. 

11. “the house of Joshua”: i. e. of the school of sorcery; in 34: 2 
the sorcerer calls himself “J.’s cousin.” 


•am, Jewish Law of Divorce (Philadelphia, 1896), esp. c. xiii 
Divorce, Get 
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njDt?3 : “by the Seven” ? — i. e. the seven angels, genii, etc.? The seven 
planets are so called simply in Syriac. 

12. 01 d.tdk ybxa': cf. Is. 49: 24, 2 py' 'X; for the Rock of Isaac, 
cf. Is. 30: 29, Rock of Israel. The “Shaddai of Jacob” is unique. The 
scribe was not mighty in the Scriptures. But cf. Bcclus. 51: 2: “give 
thanks to the Shield of Abraham, . . . . to the Rock of Isaac, .... to the 
Mighty One of Jacob.” 

13. pmy m^X: another term for the divorce-writ. 

From 1. 13 to end the text is largely mutilated or illegible; this is the 
more unfortunate as there are traces of interesting apocryphal or kabbal- 
istic passages. Viz. “the hosts of fire in the spheres”; “the chariots of 
El-Panim”; “the beasts worshipping in the fire of his throne and in the 
water,” with which cf. the glassy sea of Revelation. The following term 

(“banners,” then “cohorts”) is a common word in the Targumic 
literature for the angelic hosts, according to Shcmoth Rabba 15, = flixav. 
(But the phrase may mean, “who is revealed as/’) The language is Hebrew 
and the allusions are taken doubtless from apocalyptic literature. 

14. bxnty is known as an angel of the divine chariot, Schwab, 
Vocabulaire, s. v., and bxnpy is found ibid.; n. b. play with rvnpy. 

15. The reference to the xnpjy indicates that witchcraft is behind 
these devilish manifestations ; the lilith and the witch are practically 
identical, see p. 78. 

17. “may they be established for life” ; cf. the finale of the Mandaic 
texts, “Life is victorious.” The same expression in 12 : 3, arid the negative 
wish against devils in Wohlstein 2426: 9; but in his no. 2417: 22 the verb 
is used of the resurrection. At least the vague idea of immortality may 
be contained in the phrases. 




No. 9 (CBS 9010) 

-in (3) ytjnrv 'app . . . mna «in «ini Krpay (2) NPaiyi kj['P^T kpdp npisj 
tiKmn (4) ppna pmn'DP «n'^ W> 'a'* pnJ> wana K'ms 

Ktata'p (5) ano^m m!"H sa^na mnnj'K pp'ty na hDnPDPi [wVJdi'P- pa 
ai^i (6) np.niw tipd pi'niKi ms iina ni« nwa ppwn [ppiD]'Qp kd'sp 
npyp'K KniD nypai *>*'db> lybn'K imam [ampjn] Tina apji ma^n iwo 
paa xchv id na« pna ‘'inv ^pn nx (7) laan't? pna «riapi 

![;a plan' ap£.s!n imp' *6nni> «^ana (8) pa^y mpn'Ni kdipd'^ pmty n T^ D 
tjpjnNnp pmaa^'D nm ppn . .na !>a tav pmnmpD'N Idi prpnpm lav pm/" 1 3 
Kobma »b [imi> ptnnm] v!? ami mnnj'K pin? na nompopi (9) xnavp pa 
. . .■ [p]piaT npjN’i . . . (10) pan' «nb& . . * [kdd'p an]wa «in m^p 

n^a npa 


Exterior 


; “la^'V '3K (11) 
'« «pn: ton «nann 


n ■’tob'hv toopaa msav D’n^K mm 'n'^y 
lax id« nnama'i 


Translation 

The bowl I deposit and sink down, and the work (2) I operate, and 
shua (3) bar Perahia. I write for them 
ippear to them, in this (house of ?) (4) 
adust bath Sirin his wife, in dream by 
namely a writ of separation and divorce ; 
of letter (abstracted) from letter, and letters from letters, (6) 
word from words, and of pronunciation from pronunciations; 

heaven and earth, the mountains are uprooted, 


Babanos bar 
night and in 
in virtue 
and of 

whereby are swallowed up 
and by them the heights melt away. 

(7) Oh, Demons, Arts and Devils and Latbe, perish 
the world! Therefore (?) I have mounted up over I 
the celestial height, and I have brought against you (8) 
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destroy them (you) and to bring you forth from their house and their 
dwelling and their threshold and all .... place of the bedchamber of 
Babanos b. -Kh (9) and of Saradust b. S. his wife. And again, do not 
appear to them, neither in dream of night nor in sleep of day . . . . I dismiss 
you (10) letters of separation ..... 

( 1 1, exterior) In thy name have I wrought, Yhwh, God, Sebaoth, 
Gabriel and Michael and Raphael. Thy seal is upon this besealment and 
upon this threshold. Amen, Amen. 

Commentary 

A charm for a man and his wife. The inscription is illiterate, and is 
largely parallel to (doubtless dependent upon) the Syriac text No. 32 — 
No. 33 ; also cf. No. 8. 

1. NJ'pSJ'i W '131 NTiS : the same phrase appears in 32: 3 and 33 : 1, 

whence the third word in the present text can be restored. It is very 
obscure and I propose the following explanation. % is a synonym for ND’D 
“bowl, ’band is the Syriac and Mandaic fcnnia (puhra) which came to mean 
“symposium,” but goes back to the root "ins, giving the words for the potter 
and his art, i. e. originally it was a potter’s vessel. For the loss of the 
guttural in our present word, cf. Mandaic NTS' for etc. won 

I take in the common Syriac sense of laying a foundation; the bowl was 
placed, as we have seen, at one of the four corners of the house. For NT'pfc*, 
we must assume a parallel significance, and it is to be derived from j/p& 5 >, 
treated as K"b, in the similar sense “to sink” (the 1st Form is used as an 
active in Rabbinic). As the phrase appears in our Syriac bowls, which are 
largely colored by Mandaic idioms, the reference to this dialect is 
justifiable, ) 

umiy: see p. 51; in the parallels TDjTi XTQy. 

2. In the lacuna Knumb'D might be read, sin Kin is a Syriac idiom, 
taken from the Syriac parallel. 

3. pirn: awkward; probably for '1 rpri'l P"ina; cf. 32: 5. 

4. probably in 1. 8. The first element is baba or papa 

(Persian p often = Semitic b), Justi, pp. 54, 241, the second the Persian 
genius-name Anos. 
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[S<n]DVp : n was legible to the original copyist of these bowls in 1 . 8. 
The name signifies patrona. The masc. NDEp appears in Pognon B. 

Homo : apparently a form of Zarathustra ; see Justi, p. 379 L, where 
the frequent spelling Zaradust is cited in names. But strange is the 
application of this masculine name to a woman. 

fTt? : cf. the name Sirin, Tabari's Chronicles, eel. de Goeje, i, 4, p. 100, 


lation of their pronunciations, such for instance as we hncl m tne 
treatment of nin> and in the Greek magic of the seven vowels. Cf. Pradel, 
p. 35, 1. 9, “in the name of these angels and letters.” 

6. 01 3pJl : this root appears in the Bible where it passes from the 
physical “prick, prick out,” to the sense “distinguish,” that is, in speech, 
“pronounce clearly.” It is the question in Sank. 56a whether nirp npj 
is so used or in the sense “blaspheme.” In the present case it means 
“pronounce,” and is synonymous to the Piel as that appears in 
tni&on, 1 Mystic or traditional renderings of the Tetragrammaton are 
doubtless referred to, but all this is only mysteriously suggested here; the 
magician does not offer us samples of his rare art. There is a garbled 
form of these phrases in 32: 6. 

lybnrp limn: cf. 7: 12. 

Nniti : a Mandaic spelling for the plural in e. 

7. nob a category appearing only in the bowls, see above p. 81, and 
."'Glossary. 

probably the Targumic “therefore.” 

This and the following line are difficult by reason of an inconsequent 
use of the pronouns; the scribe was writing by rote. Light is thrown 


For this discussion see Dalman, Der Gottesname Adonay, 44 ff- 
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on the passage from 32 : 8 f. ( q . v .), where is given the tradition of Joshua 
b. Perahia’s ascent to heaven, by which he obtained mastery over all evil 
powers. Our scribe boldly turns the 3d person of the legend into the 
first person — of himself, — an instance of the attempted identification of 
the magician with deity or master-magician. 

: so the parallel demands. 

■WT’X: appears to be Afel; i n- is hebraizing. 

8. == nw»n, Ex. 12 : 23 ; in the parallel the abstract 

11. For the asyndeton connection of the angelic names with that of 
Deity, see above, pp. 58 f, 99, and note the Greek parallels. Sebaoth 
appears to replace one of the four archangels; cf. the personification of 
S. in Myhrman’s text. 




No. 10 (CBS 16014 ) 

nrpai ma np “12 n!>sn ^spi nn inJi'i Kim nrnp«5> wop *oi 

nn&ipD'Ki pin nn^n hnnoi dtih (2) n«i in'* rp own nnsipD’Ki 

v - , ; . ,; ^naav’ gatin' pnr^n Fpotjpu K*rn rvi tnin "iinrx 

rm hkdip qtk nonm Kcnn Kin ns “ivuvoi il! [pj^n ponnoi (3) 
l^n pbnnDi pDpn mri pjdd pi p^mo pi pm - |oi (4) [pi 1 ]^ t» “V’fcpjrv’Kn 
nmrrn^ ni n»nm nonn Kin m rra pm »aep (5) rn nnima ivupji ppw *p 
tin [win 101 pnrva pi pmo ppmnp pp^v p^a'v pmn (6) wbiw run p 
pN ps pi aw p pmm’D no pi (7) 


This amulet is for the salvation of this Newanduch bath Ivaphm, and 
Kaphni her husband bar Sarkoi, and Zadoi her son, and her house and 
her whole threshold, in the name of Yah, Yahu, Ah, . . . . (2) Sealed, and 
countersealed are this house and this threshold . . . . in the name of 

LLZRyon and Sabiel and Gabriel and Eliel (3) And sealed are 

these, Zadoi and Newanduch, with that seal with which the First Adam 
sealed Seth his son and he was preserved from Demons (4) and Devils 
and Tormentors and Satans. Again sealed and countersealed are these, 
the son of Sarkoi and Newanduch his wife b. (5) K. and Zadoi her son, 
with that seal with which Noah sealed the ark from the waters of the 
Deluge. (6) And may they fly and cease and go forth and remove from 
them and from their house and their abode and their bed-chamber, from 
this day and forever. 

Commentary 

A charm for a woman and her family. It is decorated with a figure 
having a beaked, bird-like face. 

nyiop: see Introduction, p. 44. 

-jnai'3: for the name see to 5: I ; the same person appears in No. 11. 

( 165 ) 
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■OB3 : probably for Kafndi, “the hungry one.” The woman’s husband 
and father had the same name. This is a case of the father’s name being 
given, against the rule; for other examples, see 12: 1, Pognon B, p. 98, 
and the name NE>aa, in Lidzbarski 5. 

Alp'll: cf. the Persian name Serkoh Justi, p. 296. 

0 )Ttt : the full spelling appears in 1 . 5; for the name, ibid., p. 382. A 
Zaroi appears in 37: 3, 

2. 'iTi “1'inrx : I can make nothing out of these words. 

For Sabiel and Eliel, see Schwab, Vocabulaire, 251, 57. The first 
name is probably mystical. 

3. Nin rn: emphatic use of Kin; cf. Dan. 7: 15. 



For these apocryphal references to the seal of Adam and Noah, cf. 
p. 64, and for the Jewish legends see 'Jew. Bnc., s. v., “Seth,” “Noah.” It 
is in the Babylonian story not the Biblical that the hero shuts himself in. 

5. fcUSlD : found in Targ. Onk. to Gen. 6: 17, = tvquv, frequent in 
the Greek magical vocabulary. 





No. 11 (CBS 16022) 

A charm for a woman and her household, in terms of a divorce from 
the evil spirits. 

The text would be legible only for a half, but for the interesting 
fact that it is one of four almost duplicate inscriptions. The longest 
and clearest of these is the Mandaic bowl, no. 5, published by Eidzbarski. 
Another is, remarkably enough, the first inscription of this category ever 
published, Ellis no. 1, in Layard, Nineveh and Babylon, 512 ff. ; see § 2. 1 
The latter is given in poor facsimile, and none has taken the trouble to 
collate afresh the bowl in the British Museum, a simple task which doubtless 
would have allayed the difficulties. 

Of this text the bowl from Nippur is practically a duplicate, and, with 
the help of Eidzbarski’s inscription, I am able to restore almost the entire 
text not only of our bowl but also of that in the British Museum. 

There is also a fourth duplicate, No. 18. It can be read only by com- 
parison with the three presented here, and so I have left it in its original 
place in my arrangement of these inscriptions, especially as it contributes 
nothing further to the understanding of their contents. 

I have thought it worth while to present the three texts in parallel 
columns. This process facilitates the verification of emendations, while 
the variations which present themselves throw interesting light upon the 
natural history of magical inscriptions. We mark how magical terms 
which once had a meaning become blurred and obscured at the hands of 
generations of sorcerers and copyists, until sense becomes nonsense, or 
simple word or phrase receives a kabbalistic interpretation. The Mandaic 
appears to have the latest type of text, having evidently transferred its 
material from another script and dialect. Cf. the parallel texts in No. 7. 

In the following texts I have slightly abbreviated the names in the 
2d and 3d columns, and omitted a few unimportant phrases in the 3d 
(always so noted). It is not necessary to give a translation of Ellis’s 


1 As suggested in that section, n. 4 > this was the bowl obtained by Bayard from 
Nippur. 


xm 
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bowl, as the text is now almost entirely intelligible. The enumeration of 
lines in Ellis’s text is according to the spiral lines. 


No. ii 

«nnb kjtidk 

'orpna- oaa na ‘avupj 
nw 'bnna (2). 
ID« JDK KnJoab/i Knb'b; 

(3) ^nrurn npn am 
Tvwj }» nj'b pnanmi 
Knbaattf Kn'b'b 'jaa na 

(4) Knapyi Nnaytjn 
nn-mn jkd m wi xnbani 
[mnh] 'T'^ . pn> 
am* runs av^ai Kn'b'bi 

nma 

xj'iji (5) niD^'K 
linC'b’b]^ pma'bb 
pmabb 

Kan n'ai nOian 

n^yn^N tuvb'btn 
«n^ oabn 

xn'b'b unn nnna na (6) 
nmnai nrpaa [aan'ln 
^aa [na] annua 


*Bp[W] 

Knpnn[ni] 'pian 
t'S'bv toyla^b 


Ellis i 


Knwb «bu '|nn 
anubi jobobi K[in]bi 
nibaKbi . . . (2) 

wrpb'bi . ♦ . >i anib 
•panna (3) id iibhan 
na anna im annu. na 
nnu jpa a’DaajBD'M 
mbia 

M3a» a.lD'K (4) 

nnuta 

Mb'^ nnni pawn 
Kan 

Kjya^p Kn'Wn 
Kn'b'b. (5) Dboan uby 

MrP^b 'jam nnna na 
napu dh aaa dm 


*a^y Mjya^D 


Eidzbarski 5 


KJKnaiaK nmy by 
pabpb 

Kan Mb'^i Knnn 

n'atPK KrpVb pnbnn 
DKnbn a^mip^ *pi>K 

Kn^b nbasm Kn^'b 
Nn'b'b 'kj-ikt a nnxaa na 

snaiaoyai nn'«a «an«n 

aa p'oam a nn>Kan 
na xnxnxai Knabnp 
ynxn 

*®pKM Kbbtt K'nKPi 
MPJxm 

wiRpaaMai K'pnnKn 
Ti>«3'Diw n'b« nwk 
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lea 


D&mtaa pnsanmn (7) 
’aaa’S 

d . . 5>jjn n’n’niDai 
p^y . . . ainn 

’3’b n’ana an 
•am 1 ] mpa am 
['ai Tnavj p 

panan (8) [’mB? aoa] 
'B’a 
pn'tw'b 
pn^y i[m]n ah 
’ap'j ’hpa? 


>asa na (sic.) “htpj p 
np pjmn’n ah 
aaD’3 ah mhh: 
ah n[»'y] paaBm ah 
nn:ai rm n’ phip’n (9) 
n hob? twii'BB dibo 
tv tv o’ 1 mm v mwan 


nnpt’ya 
nh> *rhi tv*! 

Bnista BB> 


pa’ahb Dnama pnonnn 

Dpmn nmnisai 
lia’h? D’h? aw anaa (6) 
an’hh ’vi 

aanaa mana an 
pan’ n’!>Da an 
tnannan nnw pi nv» 
'a na 
nna pi (7) 
ptva pi’B> panan ataa 

ami tin’tP’b pami 
pmh> pnnn xb 
pa’tvs hp» 
pa ihapi 
ip’myi (8) ipi'&i 
'a na Wan ansiaD’a [p] 


maw bibq 
D tac wwi 


anas Djvnn . . . 
PD’b[P“t] nmppyai 

mihn (9) 
nan mee taw 


'Hi ‘b nahaani ‘b Danpan 
1’a’b Disnataa ’anpnwn 

pnantaapn nnpinoai 
by ta^«B?en aaahv 
aw’Bn amm aw no 
ana’hh anoim amm 
‘b oanbn. -phaana pta.n 
mnnaaaa pram 
p’oninn nnasi nmaa pa 
: w na 'a mr pi P na 
nnaaai nan pi 
atva aw’B> awnaan na 

ami ananaa p’aBay? 
(?) awnacah annana^ 
“1’io’a hPB> an 
'V oanbn nmarvra haapi 
panannyi pinyi piav an pi 
m roninn m mvaa p 
p’aohnaa^ pharmn «5*n 
ataataw paiT’naaha’hh! 
'ii nn’aa tvn’ni n’Djn 
v\'bi mv n nnpnya 
aoyn araa i’cw anai>a 
my my naiaannaaa pan 
dk’ ta«’ na’ na’ a’ a’ my 
amatamwi amamoy 
ana’h^ 5 
anaapui awau 

aaha P»’5 >bw anp’tya 
mian na 
anhs mh mv n 
mh amp’i aan n»iB> 
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k^iejd now xnto 
ruwibno 
nwna k'db w 
n^o jdk jdk jdk Etc. '*i m' 'y niraiv 

Translation 

Salvation from Heaven for this Newanduch bath Kaphni, that she be 
saved (2) by the love of Heaven from the Lilith and the Tormentor. Amen. 
Amen. Again, fly and refrain (3) and remove from Newanduch b. K., 
the Lilith and the Tormentor and Fever and Barrenness (4) and Abortion; 
in the name of him who controls the Demons and Devils and Liliths, 
and in the name of “I-am-that-l-am.” 


W ja 

nwKia 'o' nw 'b' 


For the binding of (5) Bagdana, their king and ruler, the king of 
Demons and [Devils], the [great] ruler of Liliths. I adjure thee, Lilith 
Halbas, granddaughter of Lilith Zarni, [dwelling] in the house and dwelling 
of Newanduch b. K. and [plaguing] boys and girls, (7) that thou be 

smitten in the courses (?) of thy heart and with the lance of who 

is powerful .... over you. 

Behold I have written for thee (i. e. a divorce), and behold I have 
separated thee [from N. b. K. etc.], [like the Demons] (8) who write 
divorces for their wives, and do not return to them. Take thy divorce from 
Newanduch b. K. and do not appear to her, neither by night nor by day, 
and do not lie [with her]. And do not (9) kill her sons and daughters. 
In the name of Memintas (?) keeper of Habgezig (?). Yo, Yad, Yat, 
Yat, Yat. By the seal on which is carved and engraved the Ineffable Name, 
since the days of the world, the six days of creation. 

Commentary 

1 . Newanduch b. Kaphni: the same as in No. to; here without 
mention of a husband. It is also the name of the mother of the client in 
Ellis’s bowl. . 

2. rrw 'Dm : cf. “the great Lord of love.” “Heaven” is used here 
and in parallel passages as surrogate for Deity, after ancient Jewish use; 
the same use in 18: 1 and Wohlstein 2422: 3. 
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3. : a new word. I would connect it with the Arabic root s'r 

(Heb. nyD, with the meaning “be hot, rage,” etc. See the various 

derivative nouns in Lane, Arabic-Bnglish Lexicon, 1363 : sa'r, “burning, 
shooting,” su'r, “demoniacal possession, madness, mange”; sa'rat (our very 
form!) “cough,” etc. Possibly fever, or poison. The Arabic su‘r connotes 
infection. 

4. Nntan: “bereavement,” then used of abortion, the reference being to 
a mischievous killing by magic of the unborn child. 

It is unfortunate that in the first line of Ellis’s inscription, the name 
following T'T’J , i. e. “Nirig” is indecipherable from the facsimile. For 
TT'J — J’-T'L cf. baJ, on the Nerab inscriptions, == Nin-gal. In toiD *vmK, 
the second word is a careless repetition of the first. 

5. At the end of this line begins the parallelism with the two other 
inscriptions. Our very first word, which appears as one in a series of 
divine names, e. g. El-sur, is explained from the parallel which shows that 
HD'K was meant; the unusual form btt (~ by) was taken to be = “god,” 
and the passage became hopeless. The same process of corruption will be 
found below on the Mandaic side. 

NTlW. so in Ellis, but in the Mandate bowl KisnJiaK (= fcOtOTDN in 
Pognon B). See Lidzbarski’s attempts at explanation. But our tfiUa 
is the elder form; see on 19: 6, 13, where O is both generic and personal, 
the first ' is an error as the subsequent spelling shows; the 
second represents the half-vowel. The scribe in our text has been con- 
fused and repeated his words here. For the “king of demons,” see p. 74. 

D^n == D^Dnn — DK“6n, in the three texts ; cf . the names in the parallel 
texts Nos. 8 and 17: onbfl and Ttr6a, Yirita and jnbo Proof of the impos- 
sibility of etymologizing on these forms! The accompanying lilith in the 
Mandaic, ni?3Nn, must be connected with our arrian above ; abortion is 
personified. The granddam of the lilith appears to be better known as it 
is identical in all three inscriptions. The two liliths in the Mandaic are 
interpreted by Ellis’s text; they are the male and female respectively; cf. 
below, 1. 8, paatwi *6. 

7. DSmta = D“iEsH 3 == DnSNtt: these various forms throw no light on 
the word. It looks as if it were a corrupted Greek anatomical term. 


j|ll - ■ | ' ' • ' . | 1 j ■ | ■ ■ 
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(Ellis) : our text explains the reading of the elder 
bowl 3 ^ = nnb, the former a metaplasia of the latter; the same form in 

18:7. 

? ==••'. Dp’n — DWiDKp : the latter has, as Lidzbarski recognizes, a 
peculiar Mandaic form. I am inclined again to hold that the parallel 
shorter forms are more original. The reading in our bowl is different 
from the other two. For JOtEi DpTi cf. 'j tms*, 3:2. 

rv’nna Kit: explained by the second column, where plus tan in i. e. the 
divorce-writ. Curiously enough the Mandaic has taken the interjection 
as a pronoun 2 and rendered it by plan. 

nnDD : cf. Ass. patdru, “break a charm.” 

pafim W KD3: cf. 8: 7. The additional thought appears here 
that inasmuch as demons divorce their spouses, divorce-writs must be as 
effective on them as among human kind. Cf. also No. 18. It may be 
noticed here that the first and third texts address a special lilith in the 
singular, the second goes over into the plural ; the same uncertainty in 
No. 8. 

9. rm : (= plural) Mandaism; so also below vn^y = r6y. 

dipi = Mand. NDynxDK , the second text obscure. Again no 
light! There is considerable similarity in the following magical syllables. 

Ol nTipryn: with the help, of the parallels we can make out the 
reading. It and Ellis’s inscription are almost identical. The Mandaic gives 
here a striking instance of perversion. The prepositional phrase nby (or its 
equivalent) was understood as “God” and turned into this took with 
it the ppls. TV and , which were raised to divine dignity to accom- 
modate the epithet snbfc?. The invention appears to have been prized, as 
the deity Sir-Gdiph is also introduced above in the same inscription.. The 
B01QD DIP is thus reduced to a travesty! The well-known Jewish phrase 
appears also in Schwab, E.® 

2 Cf. Noldeke, Mand. Gram. § 81. 

8 For the true explanation of this term, see Arnold, Journ. of Biblical Git., 1905, 
107 ff. 




: 
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Solomon’s magic ring (first mentioned by Josephus) inscribed with 
the Tetragrammaton is the subject of Haggada in Gift. 68a, b. Later 
legend, especially Arabic, developed the wonders of this magic ring.* Ac- 
cording to the end of our inscriptions this seal engraved with the divine 
Name was in existence since the week of creation (— n’E’S'O). This is 
an addition to the ten things which according to Pirke Abdth, 5: 8, were 
created on the eve of the first Sabbath— among which were the alphabetic 
script and the tables of the Law. 

4 See Jewish BncycL, xi, 438 ff., 448; for the Greek magic, Dieterich, Abraxas, 
130, 1 . 28, and at length, p. 141 'if.; for bibliography, Schurer, GJV, iii, 303. 



No. 12 (CBS 9009) 

jirpM^n wnn'K mm ns . (2)-. .'jp'win “inDDK in nsmb K'Dty p niudk 
ID (4) I'nDjmi jidwi nrm ps jir£ linn tinawpin (3) jimPsh tinrmSn 
pinn'm KrtaD pi -wp^ pi RhDiS> pi 'pd pi pbw pi nn pi 'tip 
nSKte (6) *n ft' 1 ? fip ntm>'SJ ns p nw rpKip *$» w'eiib Jir6 (5) 
h>nnsfehr» \m- (7) kws nnnt^Di in&? ’jdd Mino ips'S i>yi 'nnpi aniyi ‘■nnyn 
(8) finnwi KD^y *bp p p-irpsi [p]D^pn n^i? n^orm idd njhns' 
'3 ppnn «p't ^ patyj jimriKS pp'pi pnnp n^is xzhv'? n>!> pnnpns ptnnns 
KDBIP^I tffinpl KnDl^l 'pJKl 'i>3'p1 ’DM J>3 pDD^I |l!>D3' flJ'K (9) spin 
Dj/TD 5»ai «n!»aani Psn&i kd^^i Pait^i ’ini (10) hwi hd^di njid^ni 
P’ win pi mnn'K mm td (11) 'ip*w pi rpiJDpK ns nan p ppbp iirirp v'2 
piTTiP pi ppaty *i»jp pi pjb pi arma jdi “inna pi .'ip&is pi poo* pi 
mas* nip Di^n ol>ij£i pn yuan p na p«n n^ia nrpmn pi nnj'J’P (12) pi 
“PEtf n« mDty yn ton rpmor mm ni>D p« p« 

Exterior 

Kn^aD^n mm (13) 

Translation 

Salvation from Heaven for Dadbeh bar Asmanduch and for Sarkoi 

( 2 ) bath Dada his wife, and for their sons and daughters and their house 

( 3 ) and their property, that they may have offspring and may live and be 
established and be preserved ( 4 ) from Demons and Devils and Plagues 
and Satans and Curses and Liliths and Tormentors, which may appear 
( 5 ) to them. I adjure thee, the angel which descends from heaven — there 
being kneaded (something) in the shape of a horn, on which honey is 
poured — ( 6 ) the angel who does the will of his Lord and who walks upon 
the (throne-) steps of his Lord se’u, and who is praised in the heavens ( 7 ) 
se'u, and his praise is in earth semu; — they are filled with glory, who endure 
and keep pure since the days of eternity, and their feet ( 8 ) are not 
seen in their dances by the whole world, and they sit and stand in their 
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place, blowing like the blast, lightening like the lightning. (9) These 
will frustrate and ban all Familiars and Countercharms and Necklace-spirits 
and Curses and Invocations and Knockings and Rites and Words and 
Demons (10) and Devils and Plagues and Liliths and Idol-spirits and 
Tormentors and everything whatsoever evil, that they shall flee and depart 
from Dadbeh b. A. and from Sarkoi (n) b. Dada his wife and from 
Honik and Yasmin and Kufithai and Mehduch and Abraham and Pannoi 
and Sill the children of Sarkoi and from their house and from (12) their 
property and from their dwelling, wherein they dwell, from this day and 
forever, in the name of Yhwh Sebaoth. Amen, Amen, Selah. “Yhwh 
keep thee from all evil, keep thy soul.” 

Exterior 

(13). Of the inner room, of the hall. 

Commentary 

A charm for a man and his wife and their seven named children, in 
the form of an adjuration of a certain potent angel. There is rubrical 
reference to a magical operation for compelling this angelic assistance. The 
same family appears also in No. 16 and the Syriac Nos. 31, 33. Prof. 
Gottheil has presented a tentative translation in Peters, Nippur, ii, 182. 

1. firm: probably abbreviated from Dddbuyeh; see Justi, p. 75. 

‘■jHJftDN: see ibid., p. 281, the Armenian name Samanducht. 

see 10: 1. 

2. mm- Justi, p. 75, Dadd. The name is Semitic, e. g. Palmyrene 
and Syriac tntn, from root ID. The name looks like a masculine (for the 
use of the father’s name see to 10: 1), but may equal fcOltn, 39: 2. 

4. 'taniO': for the form cf. Noldeke, Mand. Gram., § 19, and for the 
species, p. 80 f., above. 

5. 'Ji ^33 no (read nim for mi) : a rubic directing an operation 
compelling the presence of the angel through a simulacrum and its manipu- 
lation. The insertion of the rubric into the text of incantation appears 
in the Babylonian magic, see King, Babylonian Magic, p. xxviii. It may be 
queried whether our sorcerer is not reciting a form unintelligible to him; 
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cf. the intrusion of rubrics into the Psalms. The ancient charm was for 
binding the good spirits as well as the evil; the incantation as well as the 
exorcism was a Karafccfiog (see Heitmiiller, “Im Namen Jesu ” 2d part). In 
the early Babylonian magic images of the favorable gods were made and 
used in the rites; a good example is found in Zimmern’s Surpu series, no. 
54 (p. 169 — Thompson, Sent. Magic, p. lviii). Probably idolatry has its 
basis in this magical idea. Reverence gradually obscured the idea that the 
gods were thus bound, it survived only in the word-magic. But in the 
present case a “horn” (symbol of power?), probably a cone of wax or the 
like is kneaded, and honey poured upon it, with which we may compare 
the antique anointing of the sacred stone or bethel , l wherein the suppliant 
literally “smooths” the face of of deity (Bleb, nbn ). 3 The rubric is, I think, 
unique in Jewish magic. For the magical use of honey, see Thompson in 



Index, s, v, 

6. nynD ; for the plural, cf. instance in Jastrow, Diet., 834b ; or the 
form may be regarded as parallel to Trait. 

We have here a bit of poetic lore about the angels, describing their 
worship and service of the Almighty. It appears to be a quotation from 
some Midrash. Who the angel invoked is, does not appear, — Michael ? 
The terms 10D, iK&y, are probably mysterious utterances to awe the hearer; 
cf. omo, omo, 3: 3 (from y&ty, “hear,” KEW “lift up in worship”?). For 
the description “blowing like the blast,” etc. , cf. Ps. 104: 4. 

7. JTY’Y : cf. niKam 7: 5. The description passes to a plural 
subject here. 

jlbniEJ: a Rabbinical form ; “i« = = bin , “foot.” For b = 3 cf. 

Noldeke, Mand. Gram., 54. 

8. The choric dances of the angels are a pretty fancy, cf. Job 38: 7. 


1 Small conical stones are found in the oriental explorations, doubtless domestic 
baity lia; see Vincent, Canaan d’apris V exploration recente, 177, and Scheil, Memoir es 
de la Dilegation Perse, vii, 103, 112 f. (Fig, 34-37, 340 ff, 374, 381). 

3 For an extensive collation of like instances in Graeco-Roman magic see Abt, 
Die Apologie des Apuleius, 222 f f ., 227. May the term in Apuleius./fatnAetif, the magic- 
god whose image is formed for purposes of sorcery, (a term much disputed by the 
commentators) = ■fjn — 1*60. the word used here? 
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9. For the 'D'J and Nnaip'^, see 6: 2 and p. 86. 'pJK is a masculinized 
form of Nnpjy (see p. 88). 

11. pW: I cannot identify. The Glossary shows two other men of 
the same name. 

r»D': a Persian name, = “jasmine,” cf. Justi, p. 145. 

TV'B'D : the same name in No. 2 (in ,| S-). 

innD: cf. Syr. TDIinb, Justi, p. 186. 

'Ua: the Arabic Fannuyeh; see Noldeke, Persiche Studien, 405. 

’W hypocoristic of .fc&t?, name of several Amoraim; see Seder ha- 
Doroth, ii, 347. Cf. biblical n^, from also occurs in the 

Nabataean, CIS , ii, nos. 185,208,221. Noldeke (in Euting, Nab. Inschriften, 
74) vocalizes the name Sullai, and Berger (see to No. 208) compares the 
Nabataean name Sullaios. But Lidzbarski ( Bph ., ii, 16) rejects this deri- 
vation and derives the hypocoristic from D^. — Note that among these 
nine souls only one strictly Jewish name appears. 

12. The scriptural quotation is from Psalm 121,— a psalm admirably 
adapted for a charm. Cf. note to 5 : 5. 

13. The two words : “of the room (recess, bedchamber, etc.), of the 
hall (also, cavern)” evidently refers to the place where the bowl was to 
be placed. The first word may be in construct state, or the two terms 
may be parallel, as the words might mean the same thing. JViTN — 
Ass. idrami, and is current in the . Aramaic dialects. Jastrow defines 
N-pbaDK as especially a “sitting room in the shape of an open hall” ; for 
some discussion of its etymology, see Payne-Smith, col-. 315* 



No. 13 (CBS 8694) 

'hod ro ‘Tnjprui npp- jp rpjB^i (2) jvpean rr>p py pn^im prpDis ^dd 

,n»nT pnx^D ,pj'X (4) npj&p bioam rD«J>p towni (3) 

ibiCx^i] dix •on !>p 'BjK3.-KD&'na.(5): TnJom fi 1 ppsnp [pjmjt )mm 
KiD’n ' pw - rmom ,pnniDp’pv rwa^ ,prnmiftD (6) ,pnW> mn ru 
nm !?&£« ma run’ taiga T'Sbhp pp^pp ppp pipp ,p:uv> ,noiy (7) ,xr6'fcn 

♦ . J??bp iv) mt?i p^p ncm an pnn pox b nnp'pYi (8) 

Exterior 

xb) ^apDH fr?n^*jjnn .«nn^p n5>p «ri'an . . . p . . it j>p i n;i g^p 5»p (9) 

na injpnrn ne«- u 5 *i rwa ,fiu> nima^ *13 max. 'nw ^anj (10) 'am *pn *nb' 
jpx 'i , . , i , a , .i’ anmn ook *o ^ppph tv^pk, 'a P'pjt>h (11) ndd 

♦ . . taiaasN sdd na ‘ri-ppmb ww jd kpidn d^pi intp (12) \m) 

™ C^']ii qM pw [tp K]n^i xiyidk nte m m . ♦ Tup-im 

Translation 

Closed are the mouths of all races, legions (2) and tongues from 
Bahmanduch bath Samai. (3) And the angel Rahmiel and the angel 
Habbiel and the angel Hanniniel, (4) these angels, pity and love and 
compassionate and embrace Bahmanduch (5) b. S. Before all the sons of 
Adam whom he begat by Eve, we will enter in before them; from their 
clothing they will clothe her and from their garments they will garb. her, 
the garment of the grace of God. (7) With her they will sit, on this side 
and on that, driving away (demons?), as is right. In the name of Yhwh- 
in-Yah, El-El the great, (8) the awful, whose word is panacea, this mystery 
is confirmed, made fast and sure forever and ever. 

Exterior 

(9) Hark a voice in the mysteries! Hark the voice of ..... the voice 
of a woman, a virgin travailing and not bearing. Quickly be enamored. 
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(io) be enamored and come Ephra bar Saborduch to the marrow of his 
house and to the marrow of Bahmanduch b. S. (n) his wife; as (she 
was) a virgin (?) travailing and bearing not, so (may she be) fresh 
myrtle for crowns. Amen, Amen. (12) And made fast and sure is 

salvation from Heaven for Bahmanduch b.'S. (13) A preparation (?) 

leaven, press it (?) Amen, Amen, Selah. Salvation and peace from 

Heaven, forever and ever and ever. 

Commentary 

A charm for a certain woman against the reproach of barrenness, that 
her husband may love her and she may have children by him. The couple f 

is the same that figures in No. 1, which is particularly a charm against the I 

liliths ; these are supposed to have prevented the natural fruit of the human 
union, affecting not only the woman but also the man’s love and virility. j 

At the end probably is given an aphrodisiac recipe. 

This text and No. 28 are unique among early Semitic incantations, i 

for they are love-charms. In this they bear the closest relation to the Greek 
erotic incantations, on which I will speak more particularly under No. 28. 

But in the present text it is the barren forsaken wife who speaks, not the 
passionate lover, as in No. 28 and the Greek charms. The incantation has 
a Jewish cast in its address to certain angels, whose names are expressive 
of love and in its use of biblical divine names. Apparently the text is 
shortened from a longer model. It is illiterate in style and script, and 
contains numerous Hebraisms. A feature is the use of a wedge-shaped 
sign (indicated in the transliteration by a comma), occurring as a separator 
between words, but without consistency. 

1. nao : for n' 3 D. 

rvoti^l n’DDin rp DDj?: either antique emphatic plurals, or else = 

Mandaic plural in S' — (see to 9; 6). The second word is an artificial 
enlargement of the Syriac tegma (rAy/ia) for the sake of assonance with 
‘V (spelt in the usual archaic Syriac fashion). The passage is reminiscent 
of Dan. 3:4. Do the words refer to classes of mankind, and the taking 
away of the woman’s reproach among men? Or not rather to ranks of 
demons? — to whom we expect some reference; cf. p. 80. The closing of 
their mouths means forstalling their curses, cf. p. 85. KEJn is particularly 
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used of the cohorts of evil (Payne Smith, s. v.) and in the Peshitto trans- 
lates the “legions of angels” in Mt. 26: 53. 

3. The three angels appear (upon some reasonable emendation) to 
have names corresponding to the verbs in the next lines. Angels were 
chosen, or invented, for the pregnant meaning of their names ; so Raphael 
became the patron of healing. Rahmiel is the genius of love in No. 28, 
and in one of Thompson’s Hebrew charms from Mossoul ( PSBA , 1906- 
1907), which contain many incantations for love, love between man and 
wife, and also for breaking marital love; once we find a philtre in which the 
angels invoked are Ahabiel, Salbabiel, Opiel, names signifying love and 
its passion (1907, p. 328, no. 80). and bfcOJn are found in Schwab’s 

Vocabulake, and the latter also in Stiibe, 1 . 56. 

5. The line is obscure; it appears to present a dramatic scene in which 
the sorcerer and his client, in the presence of the adversaries, shall obtain 
judicial vindication of love from the favoring angels. The . reference to 
Adam and Eve’s offspring has a sympathetic value. 

6. 01 assimilation of }», as in Hebrew; for the idea cf. 2: 2. 

xtdti I'P'D '• a- common Semitic idiom ; cf. Is. 61 : 10, Bph. 6: 11 ; in 

the Samaritan, wnalb'lA TQ; (Heidenheim , Bibliotheca 

sain, ii, pp. xlii. 197, § 24); actual investing with “grace” occurs in the 
newly-found Odes of Solomon, 4: 7: immo Baba ma i:d. 

7. TO hTb: again Hebraic. The following word may be a ditto- 
graph, or a Pael of ml. For this protection on right and left, cf. 6 : 10. 

For mi mm see to 7: 8. in the Mandaic religion, epithet of the 
sun-deity (Norberg, Onom., 9, Brandt, Mand. Schr., 31), also found in 
the Greek magic, Wessely, xlii, 67. It . may be a magical reduplication ; 
but cf. the reduplication of ^ in the South-Arabic plural, and the Hebrew 

, probably once a divine name — to be connected with Ellil o f Nippur ? 
— see Clay, “Ellil, the God of Nippur,” AJSL, 1907, 269. 

8. idk : cf. 15 : 2. 

MDm : this spelling occurs also in a neo-Syriac manuscript published 
by Lidzbarski ( Die neu-aramaischen Handschriften der konigl. Bibliothek 
z. Berlin , Weimar, 1896, 447) ; otherwise nom = nvm\ For a discussion 
of the word and its origin see Noldeke, Neusyrische Gram., 386. 


Ill Hill 


m 
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T“ityi D'p: the same formula in Lidz. 5. 

At the end of this line which is on the edge of the bowl, the scribe 
has attempted to continue and has written a few characters ; he then started 
afresh on the exterior. 

9. xhp bp : bp is used like the Hebrew 6lp. The piteous plaint of 
the sufferer is thus expressed, to move the sympathy of the celestial ones. 
In the same way the Babylonian magical texts preface their rites with a 
description of the plight of the patient; also the biblical Psalms often 
commence in like manner. A similar phrase appears in a bowl of Pognon’s, 
B 20, but there the reference is to the curses of unfortunate souls which 
alight on the living. There may be the reference here to such a ban — of a 
virgin gone to her death without children. In this case ’’Dri (= biblical on, 
Syriac on), would refer to the stilling of her “tongue.” (Cf. the magical 
use of <nyy in a text of Wessely’s xlii, 60 f.). But the repetition in 1 . 11 in- 
clines me to the view that the virgin who “travails and does not bear” is 
the wife, subject perhaps to miscarriage or feminine maladies. Then 'Dri 
would be from Din = E>in , “hasten,” and so = “quickly,” cf. Ass. xon; 
the word would then correspond to the frequent ydy r/cfy rax* raxb as at the 
end of the Hadrumetum love charm (see to No. 28), and see note to 14: 4. 

'rvoV 'am 'arti: the verb used for “love” is xan, where we expect aan; 
cf. Heb. anx. For this triple adjuration, see No. 28. 

10. 01 n'n'a qiai) : I have tried in my translation to express the 
difficult word *112, which primarily “body,” comes to mean the essence, 
essential thing. The reference is sexual, and the word has such connotations 
(see Jastrow, s, v.). 

11. 'n^ax 'a: this appears to be an error for xnbina, as in 1. 9; or 
possibly ppl. fern, in -te, “mourner”? 'a ... 'a are used correlatively, and 
we must suppose a lacuna: as she (was) in the joyless condition of child- 
lessness, so (her future state shall be symbolized by) fresh myrtle for 
crowns. Some literary form has been so rubbed down as to be almost 
unintelligible. For this correlation of 'D . .. 'a, see some, as yet unnoticed 
cases in the Plebrew, e. g. Gen. 18: 20. 1 Myrtle as sacred to the goddess of 
love (Baudissin, Studien , ii, 198 f.) makes an appropriate simile. 


See my notes in /BZ,, 1912 , p. 144- 
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12. 'Ji tnsnaK : this line is provokingly obscure. Since a magical 
philtre is here prescribed, I venture to suggest that 'S = Latin praeparatum 
(the verb being used by Pliny for preparing drugs, foods, etc.). Or it 
may be the Rabbinic rntns, “hash, salad” (which however does not explain 
the 0). fD«n is leaven, which as a ferment would be appropriate to an 
aphrodisiac. Tpp'yx is fem. imperative, “press it.” Aphrodisiac herbs, 
used magically or medicinally, are common in all erotic praxis. 


' 'I 




No. 14 (CBS 16917) 

“rntwin^ xntDnn! 5 mu xdd inn xpn xn^x rnnv nwji 'jk “id^u [kds pin] 
Dit^i PD' pd aiao- m^p crux nit^n x^n] (2) .... . did nSy rpjncyx “jinno m 
D' -*>iDto th (3) ..... x *iidt ko» 'py mnrma rp p? : mvt>iiT pirp *id *to 
♦ ♦ ♦ ♦.;« H’dtidi x-rai xto krm nwap njpfcri ]t» pp^y mynew am hiD 
, . . jdh tonaai hiop awai rptspnx mw nro n’l^n rp&ri xa-i xpta x . . (4) 
hxusAiD !>smj ^k’ddidi i>xnw J’X'&.’idi rp»tn nwi(B) . . . livi 
pnw nnan’K xinu pin xDm prmty '-irrpxn pern ppnei (6) ppn >01 Jw-inj 
xjwx naM^'i xir-op’ inti pan’ panni tan tian w w (7) X’ pnn xdop 

ni>D tax pax ax 


Translation 

[This bowl] in thy name do I make, Yhwh, the great God. May this 

bowl be for the sealing of Hormizduch bath Mehduch. I adjure thee . 

(2) evil, in the name of holy Agrabis, in the name of MS MS, in the 
name of SP SP YHW 3 £ YHW 1 £, who removed his chariot to (above?) 
the Red Sea ..... (3) David, the Psalm of the Red Sea. Again I adjure 
you by him who lodged his Shekina in the temple of light and hail, and his 
.... . (4) ... the exalted king. HalMuia, Halleluia. Oh avaunt, oh 
avaunt, avaunt! And in the name of Michael and Gabriel. . . . . (5) in the 
name of Sariel, in the name of Seraphiel, Suriel and Sarsamiel, Gadriel, 
Peniel, Nahriel. And all Blast-demons (6) and evil Injurers, whose names 
are recorded in this bowl and whose names are not recorded in this bowl, — 
oh, (7) oh, avaunt, sit down there ! And ye shall be cast down, sitting 
within the glowing light and fiery flame (8). Amen, Amen, Selah. 

Commentary ' 

A charm for a certain woman, in the name of Yhwii and the angels, 
against some definite (now obscure) demon in particular, and against the 
devils in general. 
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2. pD : the syllable is Athbash for m; cf. fBYD = nin', Stiibe, 1 . 66 

and p. 63. is probably also a mathematical anagram for the divine 

name or power; cf. Abraxas, = D'rmts, etc. (see p. 57, and to 7: 9), of 
which the present form may be a corruption. The syllable qd seems to 
have suggested the sea of *i1D. pin 1 ’ is for nifT 1 . 

3. TIT: the lacuna makes the reference obscure; a reference to one 
of the Psalms of David, or, by error to the Song of Moses? 

rpnT3E*> the Targumic phrase, e. g. Dt. 12: 5. 

KTOV KTi) bd'nn : hail and fire are frequently found together in the 
Old Testament as manifestations of the divine presence; e. g. Ps. 18: 13 f. 
Ezek. 38: 22. But cf. especially Rev. 11 : 19: “Then was opened the temple 
of God that is in heaven; and there was seen in his temple the ark of the 
covenant; and there followed lightnings and voices and thunders and earth- 
quake and great hail.” 

4. rpt^iriN, . B>in\ twp : cf. £>in s', 1 . 7; Ya — interjection “Oh.” 
Reitzenstein has called attention to the equivalence of these expressions 
(commenting on Stiibe, 1 . 14, Poimandres, 292, n.), to the ¥v vfy ro*t> raxi> 
of the Greek magic, as applied to demons in the sense of “at once 
avaunt.” For examples, see the endings of nos. 3, 5, 6 in Wunsch, Antiks 
Eluchtafeln , and the editor’s note p. 13. Cf. a Christian charm in Pradel’s, 
p. 72: vemat sanatio celeriter, abeat abeat abeat malum. 

5. All these angel names are found in Schwab’s Vocabulaire, our 

Wddnd being probably the same as the there. For magical refer- 

ences to Suriel, see Lueken, Michael, 71. 

6. The sorcerer spares himself the trouble of naming the evil spirits 
by applying a “blanket” charm to them all ; cf . 1 : 14. 

n6t”i: see to 3: 3. — jpwk: evidently a confusion between the 
passive and the 1st person active. 

pnn : the only instance in these bowls of this rare demonstrative; 
elsewhere here pin 

7- jioin: probably Etpeel. — For the curse at the end cf. 7: 17. 


No. 15 (CBS 16087) 

rpn^ nb 'inn xmox (2) 'orm xn!^ nniDx b n» “intt'oi *pp % a 

nn 'wuha^ 'in nn ttn^i Kmo (3) na nm nmnfi] in romnn 

1 .: ; . 

D«n 'sntsxi 'sbxi p^d }b dx^> nto (4) nnavjip n'ha ' nrpn[h] ■‘■itttirnPB' 
mb mb tw'K i ppa'n’a hjd (6) bo'x mi 'tnaxi p^o x!> dx!> cw'x xjd fb 
ptosis (6) pp'tpi pnn pa'by 'ru^i ; pnmD mb bo'x dxt mm\ p^d xb 
(7) [nn]t^'a mv!"^ piansi p&'pn pnaiyi ptj”i panm pmm pyasi p'vn'i 
iniri xnppy misa pan' n'onrn xbnsi x^m 'HD'xa pan' mm 

xmc] nn 'in jtsi xd» na twin t& phjd pan' masi . .... (8) 

na ' 1 HD joi ..... (9) imnn^b [na] 'aa'tyna |»i 'in na ^na [)Di 
. . . . . i>x'“iim ^x't3n.i i>x'bnni i>xn . .. . ^xnan J’X'niDi bx'ain nwa 'nm 
|»x pa[x jox] po^y D'P nixas mn' anmai i^x'nnoi 

Translation 

In thy name and in thy word, Lord of all healing, God of love. 
(2) Salvation of Heaven for the house of Hormiz bar Mama and for the 
dwelling of Dod(a)i bath (3) Martha and for Bar-gelal bar Dodai and for 
Bar-sibebi bar Cirazad, even for all her house and dwelling (4). 

Las min selik : watrefe das min mena 

Enas Ids Id selik: watrefe das ends (5) mend 

Bhybdyn 

Wenas Ids Ids la selik : watrefe das ends mend. 

I scan and rhyme (?) against you, Spirits and Goblins (6) and Plagues and 
Howlers and Strokes and Circlet-spirits and evil Arts and mighty Works 

and Idol-spirits and the evil Lilith (7) And I bind you with bonds 

of brass and iron and seal you with the figure of a seal of fire, (8) 

And I banish you from Hormiz b. M. and Dodai b. [M. and] Bar- 

gelal b. D. and Bar-sibebi b. C. (9) and Mehoi bar Dodai, in the 
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$ name of Rophiel and Suriel and Gabriel [and . . . ] and Rahmiel 1 and . hatiel 

and Suriel and Serariel . And by the seal of Yhwh Sebaoth is it 

1 established forever. Amen, Amen, Amen. 

j 

( Commentary 

A charm for several persons, whose relations to each other are not 
definite. They may be members of one household — a kind of Pension. 
The virtue of the charm lies in the use of a doggerel couplet. The figure 
in the center of the bowl is a serpent with its tail in its mouth; see p. 54. 

1. t'Diin: for this abbreviated form of Ahura-mazdah, see Justi, p. 
98, the same name in Lidz. 

KDKO = 'KOKD, 'DKD, as in No. 8. 

» '“111: 38: 4, 'Kill; hypocoristicon from ill, “friend, uncle,” etc.; cf. 

the biblical name nil and its variant 'ill, also Dada, 12: 2. The present 

! name is feminine; may it mean the dudai, “love-apple” ? Justi, p. 86, lists 

l a Duday. 

| 2. Nmo: a Jewish name found in the Gospels and in a Palestinian 

’ ossuary inscription (Lidzbarski, Handbuch, 318) = niNO, 8: 5. 

b^3i3: a proper name after Arabic formation? bbs = “round lump, 
t excrement,” etc. Galal is a biblical name. 

\ '23'Eni : 'W is a form of necklace charm, see to 1. 6. The mother has 

named her child after the amulet whose virtue she supposed gave to her 
or protects the babe. 

ifKirrsyo: the Persian Cihrazad ; see Justi, p. 163. The M3 is an attempt 
to represent the Persian hard ch. The name is the same as that of the 
famous raconteuse of the Arabian Nights. 

3 . nrvo : doubtless referring to Dodai, who appears to have procured 
the charm for the household. 

4. hi p'^D }D Dub: this and the following line contain a magical 
incantation expressed in a rhyming doggerel couplet. (In the first occur- 
rence of 'DitOKi , the 1 was first omitted, then written above, and finally 
the word was rewritten that there might be no infraction of the charm.) 
First of all, there is a couplet rhyming at the caesuras and at the end; 
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then the last line is repeated in 1. 5, introduced by the obscure combination 
A similar doggerel formula is presented by Myhrman in his 
edition of the Babylonian magical L,abartu series ( ZA , xvi, 188; cf. Jastrow, 
Rd’t b 339)* It is there called a siptu, “incantation,” and runs thus 
(following Jastrow’s arrangement) : 

ki | risti libiki | risti la libiki | la libi | pis | pisti sa 
anzisti | sa anzis | su anzis | anzis. [ 

For Greek parallels see p. 61. The repeated of the couplet is taken 
up by 'JT’JDi Tip . The roots and }13 may refer to the scansion of 

the couplet. 



5. pp’Ey = the Arabic demon sikk — sometimes interpreted as one-half 
( sikk ) man, one-half demon, but probably a demon of weariness ; see Fane, 
Arabian Nights, c. 1, n. 21, van Vloten, WZKM, vii 180. 

6. pw : see p. 81 ; here between categories of maladies, in Myhrman 
between “devils” and “spirits.” 

the Targumic ( Jastrow, p. 1510), a feminine ornament, 
some kind of pendant chain, see Krauss, Tahn. Archaologie, i, 204 and 
note ; belonging to the category of ‘n&in, xnpiy, etc., see p. 87 f. Cf. the name 
above where the uncontracted form survives. 



7. Brass, lead, fire, all potent against demons. Cf. the “chains of lead,” 
39: 4 f. The bonds of hell are called catenae igneae in a Latin charm, 
Wiinsch, Ant. Fluchtafeln, no. 7; also the “adamantine chains” in Paris 
Papyrus, Wessely, xxxvi, 1. 1227 ff. 

9. Mehoi: hypocoristic, cf. Mehducht, etc. 


No. 16 (CBS 2920) 

poo^i ri'nn'K kini ra npitj^i (2) iiijodn in mnbNpe' P sniD« 

Iinmmp^i timmnh (4) ’ipit? m ^sj'H cmn^i -^ia5>i innoi>i 'msin^i(3) 
nm mora Nobn man pno b pro (5) jhp mb) no'pmi nnn pjn iin^> jimm 
»nio« mnn anno mirw mnn nnityn tmnm (6) mi> Ntmip Nib npm 
'■x |in>m r^nn Nmj nmn Ntan mnv mnn (7) «nbn Nnnn mnn Nimo 
'nn Nnn p'pj in psmnn pmDN ri'cp'(8) .ni Nnbi moim mnn nawn 
anbnoi ns mm fiawrn (9) ’mnm Nnnoien Nmrtu noim Nntmn 
anbtefci Knnipnt^m (10) Nhoioi Nnboi ’bim NnpnNi «ntni!?i Noomi m^b 
nnnsv (11) ■oodi mm n^i Nmmnmoi niDNi mipi t^pnni Nmpai njhb 
I tmnn i*v>dk nodhi m!”b Nnbno yntyi 'mpn miyi w*2 'tsnm wm^r 
pom pi P’Jin pi mnmN nini nn upm? pr “iniaox in nmn p (12) pn^oi 
mb pmmn pi lipi&y pnmbcy pi Qninx pi (13) nja pi iiino pi Nmmn pi 
mm iDNn nb pN (14) pN bbyb pi Non p nhn pmnmi pi pnmmp pi 
&wp bo tin nr ab mbimn mmnn in mm lym pen in mm mm pon bm 


Translation 

Salvation from Heaven for Dadbeh bar Asmanduch (2) and for 
Sarkoi bath Dada his wile and for Honik and Yasmin (3) and Kufithai 
and Mehduch and Pannoi and Abraham and Silai the children of Sarkoi, 
(4) and for their house and their property, and that they may have 
children and may live long and be established, and that (5) no Injurer 
in the world may touch them. 

And in his great name, whereby the holy God is called — wherein are 
arts (?) — (6) which suppresses darkness under light, plague under healing, 
destruction under construction, injury- (7) under ban, anger under repose : 
suppressed are all the sons of darkness under the throne of God, in 
whose (?) name (8) are bound, suppressed Devils; gripped likewise are 
evil Spirits and impious Amulet-spirits and Names and Princes of (9) 

(188) 


till 
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darkness and the Spirit (breath) of foulness and fatigue and the Tormentors 
of night and day and Curses and Necklace-charms and Words and Adjura- 
tions (io) and Knockings and Rites, the Plague and the she-Plague and 
the voice of Invocation, and the Spell of poverty and Demons and Devils 
and Satans (n) and Idol-spirits and Liliths and Arts and mighty Works 
and the seven Tormentors of night and day. They are bound, suppressed 
and laid, (12) away from Dadbeh, etc. (as in 11. 1 ff.), (13) and from all 
their house and from their property and from all their abode, from this day 
forever. Amen, Amen, (14) Selah. “And Yhwh said to Satan,” etc. 

Commentary 

A charm for the large family that appeared in No. 12. It contains 
an extensive and repetitious list of demoniac species. 

5. '51 fTWO: I have translated literally; the original form may have 

been: rv6 'Bnn npn 'p '1 'a “the great name ... which magicians 

invoke.” 

6. KTQ3: ppi. ac t. 

7. “Sons of darkness”: contrast the “sons of light,” 1: 9. 

8 . 'iin : cf. the Pauline rot if Kou/ioKp&Topag tov fficdrovg rovrov, Eph. 

6 : 12. 

no nn : lit. “foul and laboring spirit” (breath ; in Bekor. 44b 
(an obscure passage) there is a disease or demon called which is 

interpreted as “asthma” (Jastrow, .y. v.). Foulness of breath was cause 
for divorce, Krauss Talm. Bnc. i, 256. Cf. the in of 29: 7, which is 

found in the same passage from Bekoroth. 

10. mpn *6pnn; see pp. 52, 84. • 

11. Af. ; cf. English “lay a ghost.” 

mot* : cf. the Rabbinic 'Jinn 'k , “genius of nourishment,” 
and see pp. 79, n. 70, and 86, n. 112. 




No. 17 (CBS 2922 ) 

nntrn (3) rpp'p^ xns^no ra ip hjk xo^y (2) mi ■oty «pp 5»po «»p p 
ppmyp-ix imr^n rux Knsntam xn^ (4) am xn^ mjx ^rp nmm 
y'Dts> (6) pD’aa hy'p pp-nyD mnD pruj”pi> x^i. pnn^ Jntny (5) ppwsn 
^dp>> id (7) iiD'ori id) ipsi )ym nn^ nnhpp’pxi 1 nm tnte ppd’xi pp^y 
rm (8) nPsimxiDi xr^p ]dy nrwn jai nirP id ip pm pa nrupp xna^na nn 
pp'pxi xnpm pp'!?y moix nmms p yanm pp^y r6tin xnstyp pp% mia 
xnwp jnniw n&n mitnai mb’! ppnb’ai pp^’a ppi> p^di ppann ^ip*>m (9) 
xp^> xnx nb^a n^ma p y^im ad pdx pnpm nma py^inypp^y (lO)nb^p 
ipDi iddp xrM nr^s pppxi nm ini>a ( 11 ) pp^X! amp ron^x xd^ ppya 
monm (12) hnox nmm id) nrppp «i> xn^riD m t^Dipi> d po'Dn xi>i 
xw p xmbsi xmox wok mnna p ysnrp.i xnppypi »ity Vxn xnppyp 
xnc^p pr^ ppnm xi^ppd ^p j^pdi P”dp (13) s^dip ■»pn pain^i nymbi h) xaxb 

nbo tax jd« pnb 


Translation 


This day above any day, years and generations of (2) the world, I 
Koines bath Mahlaphta have divorced (3) separated, dismissed thee, thou 
Lilith, Lilith of the Desert, (4) Hag and Ghul. The three of you, the four 
of you, the five of you, (5) naked are ye sent forth, nor are ye clad, with 
your hair dishevelled behind your backs, (6) It is announced to you, whose 
mother is Palhan and whose father (Pe)lahdad, ye Liliths: Hear and go 
forth and do not trouble (7) Koines b. M. in her house. Go ye forth 
altogether from her house and her dwelling and from Kalletha and Artasria 
(8) her children. I have warded against you with the curse which Joshua 
bar Perohia (sic) sent against you. I adjure you by the honor (name) of 
your father (9) and by the honor of your mother, and take your divorces 
and separations, thy divorce and thy separation, in the ban which is sent 
(to) against you by Joshua b. Perahia, for so has spoken to thee Joshua 
b, P. : A divorce has come to thee from across the sea. There is found 
written (in it), ye whose mother is (11) Palhan and whose father 



( 190 ) 
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Pelahdad, ye Liliths: And now flee and go forth and do not trouble Komes 
b. M. in her house and her dwelling. 

I bind (12) and I seal with the seal of El Shaddai and with the seal 
of Joshua b. Perahia the healer, healing and release from Pleaven for Aba 
and Yazdid and Honik sons of Komes. Thwarted and frustrated are all 
Injurers, whom we have removed by the ban upon them. Amen, Amen, 
Selah. 

Commentary 

A charm effected by a woman for herself and her children, who appear 
in two different groups, in the name of Joshua b. Perahia. It is an abbrevi- 
ated and often incorrect replica of No. 8. 

x • For the corrupted formula, cf. 6: 5 and see p. 55. The full form 
appears in no. 16020 (unpublished) “this day out of all days. I Honik,” 

" etc. : 

2 . JWD , 1 . 7 the name obscure ; cf. Justi, p. 165. 

xnabn»: for this name, frequent in these bowls, and its equivalents, 
see Noldeke, Bncyc. Bib., s. v. “Names,” § 62. 

Peal, the following verbs Pael. 

3. For the singular and plural number, see to 8: 2. The word lilith 
is spelt badly. For the sam 'b cf. 29: 7, and see p. 78; the parallel has 

5 . The correct grammatical forms are found in 8 : 3 ; the lilith names 
following are also mangled. 

6. |lD'Dn : Afel of DDJ. 

7. xnbo, i- e. “bride”; cf. the Babylonian name Ina-ekur-kallatu, cited 
to me by Prof. Clay. 

rvncwnK: a form of Artachsathra, and cf. A praoifpios , Justi, p. 35. 

8. rrrrns: so 1. 12, but the correct spelling in 1. 10; probably assimila- 
tion to Persian farruch. 

For “glory” .== “name,” see on 8: 8, and n. b. the equivalent iraripMV 
ddzcu, Wisdom, 14: 24. 
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9. I'D:: f. pi. impr. of 1D3; but in 1. 6. The following jnfiW ntn 
is a perversion. 

10. tab — a'b- 

xi. itifrs = idid, cf. pS, 1. 7, plus conjunction S; for another instance 
see Glossary; probably a dialectic survival, s appears in the Senjirli inscrip- 
tions and the Elephantine papyri. 

12. S’Dn: the same title in 34: 12. 

KmtDQ: formation from Pael, = Rabbinic toitsa. 

NnN: frequent Talmudic name, Seder ha-Doroth, ii, 3-18. 

‘THP: probably error for TH\ see 7:3. 

13. I'pTB: Pael, 1st pers. plural. 



Commentary 

yet another duplicate to the three collated 
and mutilated, and would be in larg 
It presents little that is new 


This inscription is 
No. ii. It is badly written 
unintelligible without the other texts, 
translation is not necessary. 

1 . The name of Ephrah’s fathf 
here, it may be , rrx; cf. ’rpsna> in 
looks like i. e. Aye? But the strokes may be for abbreviation. 

2, A prayer for offspring is here expressed.- TUBS'* : hypocoristicon 

for T&TUErtPK, see 26: 4. 

5. Dnirnn: again this name differs; but the tradition of the granddam’s 
name is accurate. 

sn man: i. e. main. 

6. rrain : ppl. of 'K3i. 
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’pYH : if not an error, this is a further development of a word with a 
history: dakdak = dar dak — darak. 

KIT'S ’D'D HS'D : the probable reading. KIT'S is biblical. The dirty habits 
of these foul demons appear in the Babylonian magic ; they are compared 
to pariah dogs and are exorcised by the spirit of foul streets, see Utukki 
series, B, 46; cf. v. col. 5. 1 . 21. 

8. rvitaam for kh. 

9. imp: if we read so, we may compare the magic formula in Pesah. 
110a, ^mp nip (see to 1:6). The verb = ply, by transposition, com- 
mon especially in Mandaic, Lidzbarski in his parallel (see to No. 11) 
reads Kip and translates “spring up”; but read there Kip — nip. 



No. 19 (CBS 16018) 

irriDip (3) Nbaa Nannaa Nanma NnmN 'annn (2) am non «nsib« ob ‘pro 
.n)o pno'N Nya'tya Nnaioa na 'Nann (4) -opn'bn n'entsto pirn ivjdbpd noa 
* , n5»«r i Nan Nafo ha'N wio potya pnano aim (5) pann nuanaa pnmyo 
Nan nod '.pnpi)D nisyaa NnNnna'Nn Nnnn Nna!>a (6) n^aaw pnna p'btyaa 
k5>'5>!3 nod natyaa banajk aasyaa j!>b na i»ia»K aatyaa (7) paanaoD na&yaa anon 
biKOY Kn«i . . aapaa oa oannpj disyaa (8) n^jn ttsTk aatyaa kranm N^jnaa 
NnNapp NnNnnD'N pana (9) 'bn ti^ pn^ aaiyai Nraoa wo no ^n'shd 
. . . .non Nan nod naN nit^m nmNao pa *y'&yp Nty'&yp Nnaa NadonN aatyaa 
Nyatya NnaNn Nn'^'D nm'i>'D n'!> Njpnaa Nsynaa vbris !"y!> pan ’ptONa (10) 
oo^a Die^ai i«3'5»sn |. . , N'nEiaa (11) !>Nan na Noaa aatyaa wnaan ran o»aa 
^nopn aatyaa D'anaN aatyaa pan na dtn aatyaa i> . . . aa tyanpaa ipjoaaa 

aatyaa aann^yn Dana Dana on paa jon aatyaa (12) n^ n'N vb onnn 

natjte (13) toa-'K nod aatyaa ... . . aatyaa oaanpn Nan nd^^ J>apcy mty 5 >non^ 
oon pn« or na poN aatyaa poan Nan Nona snap kn&'k aatyai 'pyn Nan 
manna Nnoty pn.n NDaa (14) .*np'fc 'ty'a paaa no o'ty 5>a by non nf^m 
p^rin pmaty'a mty $b oam non jaa P’DJ xh noaD'N pa tyj'Nn pm^y o'O 
mtyntya pn[nn] noaaa m«n (16) Nntyo Nn'^a «mm Nm&y pan nanP od'n 
N pNa jo'dn am Nwa panmaa nynNa pno'Na Nnaima na 'Nam opman 
|dn «m£na na 'Nann opman (16) mtyntya pnnn noaa pb na Njpna pD'nm 
mtyntya pnnn noaa by man . Nnanaa Nnnaana tsprona mm Nmty o'dn am 
njdv Danya O'dn am mha'Na (17) cmm ^aa'Na NnaioiD na onn opman 
n'a npt'ya O'dn am nat na pond pamna oaa o^Na tdn am Nmaa omm 
Nan ND'5>tya pa’nm Nn’nty Nni>Na pn'DN aan Nnyn Nan N^'aoa pa'nm pan 
ta^a Nna^na na 'Nann 'npn'an n'tyntya pnnn noaa pa na 'naanpn (18) 
nmana- . . . napna D'tyaa aaaa pcoon ^N'ttN .Nap NDap Npaaty aaa'PiN Diamas 
n'syNa^a n^'y pn' naan*Na o5n Dbyn (19) Npby Na.N aasyaa lann'a o^b 
nanaa Nanya n'.tyN.nn Nn.a pa nnnn'a Nnai>na na 'Nann opn'an pnnn 

Nann 'npn'an (20) n'tyntyan Nno pnn^a pn'a n^> Na V. aaa 'a'na n'^ao 

pa Naa'a N^a n'b'ba n b h'a jamnu Ni>a wb jaanp'a N^a p^y'a n^ Nna^>na na 

..... a^a pn Nai' 
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Transeation 

In thy name, G Lord of salvations, the great Saviour (2) of love. 

Charmed and sealed and countersealed is the whole (3) person and 
the bedchamber of this Mesarsia, surnamed (4) Goldsmith, bar Mahlaphta, 
with the seven spells which may not be loosed, and with the eight seals (5) 
which may not be broken. 

In thy name, lord Ibbol, the great king of the Bagdani; and in thy 
name, our lady Ibboleth, (6) the great queen of the goddesses (she- 
demons?), and in the name of Talasbogi the great lord of the Bagdani; 
and in the name of Sahnudmuk; (7) and in the name of Ibbol son of Palag; 
and in the name of Angaros; and in the name of the Lord, the Word and 
Leader and Armasa (Hermes) ; and in the name of Azpa and ‘Alim; (8) 
and in the name of Nakderos the lord of . . . ; and in the name of Seraphiel, 
lord of judgment and of (divine) beck; and in the name of the 60 male 
gods (9) and the 80 female goddesses; and in the name of Ardisaba (or 
Ardi) the most ancient of his colleagues ; and in the name of Anad the 

great lord (10) cast above (him) iron and bronze, and fastened 

to him fetters (?) of lead and the 70 exalted priests of Bagdana; and in 
the name of Bagdana son of Habal (destruction). (11) ... ; and in the 
name of Palnini and Mandinsan and Menimas . . . ; and in the name of 
Iras son of Hanas ; and in the name of Abrakis (Abraxas) ; and in the name 
of Agzariel, who is without compassion; (12) and in the name of Arzan 
and . . . , ros herds delteros ; and in the name ... to Ariel he sent a message : 
“Lift up” (?), ... to the great Ruler before him ; and in the name of . . . ; 
and in the name of lord Ibbol (13) the great angel of the Blast-demons, 
and in the name of the great God and the great Lord of the Bagdani; in 
the name of Arion son of Zand : Ye are charmed and armed and equipped. 

Against all Demons, Devils and evil Satans; this charm (14) and bowl 
is sure and its seals established against them, from whose charm none ever 
goes forth and from whose control none sallies forth. 

In the name of these charms are bound there Demon and Danhis and 
the evil Lilith (15) which are in the body of this Mesarsia, surnamed 
Goldsmith, b. M., by charms in earth and by seals in heaven. 
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Again, (ye are) charmed with a charm and sealed a second time away 
from the body of this Mesarsia, (16) etc., Amen. 

Again, charmed are the Demon and Devil and Danhis and Amulet-spirit 
and Idol-spirit, which are upon the body of this Mesarsia, etc., by Ibbol, 
(17) and sealed by Ibboleth. 

Again, charmed by Sinas and Mana, and sealed by fire. 

Again, charmed by the great gods and sealed by Arion son of Zand. 

Again, charmed by the seal of the family of Hanun, and sealed by the 
great ... of Zeuza (Zeus) . 

Again, charmed by the true God, and sealed by the great Ruler (18) 
who is before him, away from the body of this Mesarsia, etc. 

In the name of Patragenos, Okinos (Okeanos), Sunka, f£osa, Kapa, 
Azaziel . . . . . (19) . . . . . his constellation ( ?), that this Mesarsia, etc., 
be sealed from the top ( ?) of his head to the toes of his feet ..... they 
shall not be, nor this house of Mesarsia, (20) etc., shall they enter nor 
approach, nor appear therein, neither by night nor by day, from this day 
and forever, 

Commentary 

A charm made out for a certain man whose body is infested with evil 
spirits; with great elaboration of incantations they are exorcised from him 
and his house. The inscription is thoroughly pagan, and is interesting 
because of its invocation, for over half its length, of an extensive list of 
deities. Cf. a similar long list in Wiinsch, Ant. Fluchtafeln, no. 4. Unfor- 
tunately by reason of the coarseness of the script and its general illegibility, 
most of these names are obscure. Some of them are definitely Greek, — 
Zeus, Protogonos, Okeanos, and perhaps the Aeons, male and female, may 
be made out; several others are of Greek formation. Others again are of 
Persian origin, and some are purely charm-words, “mystical” names. Some 
forgotten cult may have given certain of the names; notice the reference 
to the 70 priests of Bagdana. 

2. KDirn: error for KD^nn, 

3. rrnoip: the word = “stature,” then, as here, “body,” as is shown 
by the phrase, in a similar connection, in bowls published by Schwab (E) 
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and Stiibe (11. 56, 64) : the demon depart, etc., from the 248 iTWDlp '»*m 
of such a one (the word is not recognized by either editor). The same word 
occurs in the interesting magical passage in Use., 13: 18. 

rpBntPtt : also in Schwab, G; a frequent Talmudic name (see Safer ha - 
Doroth, ii, p. 276) . 

4. ’Nim : this surname appears as a proper name in Hagiga 2a. 

“Seven spells .... eight seals” : for this cumulative expression, cf. Mica 

5: 4; see 5: 2. 

5. “p&Ka : cf. 28: 1. 

.' : 'bia'K: also below, 11. 7, 16. In 1. 7 he is ibb in, and his consort 
is “our lady.” Professor Clay has cited to me a divine name 
Ubbulti appearing in a Cassite tablet, in the name Ubbulti-lisir. biniK 
might also be read, and I am inclined to make the word = Syriac ubbdld, 
“generation,” etc,, and so A luv. For a discussion of Aeon as supreme deity, 
god of time, etc., see Reitzenstein, Poimandres, 269 If. The Aeons appears 
in the magical texts, e. g. Dieterich , Abraxas, 140, 1. 51 ; 192, 1. 21 ; 203, 1. 18. 
The syzygies of Aeons were male and female — cf. the names in Origen’s 
list at the beginning of his work Adv. haer., and TVtya'i* would be a forma- 
tion to express the female Aeon. Derivation from Apollo also suggests 
itself, but the feminine is not thereby explained. 

6. 'J152 : Comparing what precedes, the word means some class of 

deities or demons. In 1. 13 &WU3 is a divine name, = the demon in 11: 5 
(q. v.). It is then a word like etc., which can be used individually or 

generically. It evidently contains the Indo-European element bdga, “god.” 
It is difficult to decide whether Bagdana is a propitious or maleficent demon 
(as in No. 11) ; in the latter case he is charmed to work the good of the 
sorcerer’s client, as in the Greek incantations, e. g. Hekate. In W. T. Ellis’s 
Syriac text (see § 2) appears *OK*m N'lD apnot?, “gamhiza the lord 
Bagdana,” or “the lord god”? The spelling gives the vocalization of the 
penultimate vowel. For 3. cf. the Enochian Samaeza. 

7* the ending Di- in this and other names recalls Greek 

formations. May this word = Ztyy&ost 
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in Syriac, “logical,” etc., and used nominally = ro loymbv. It is 
here associated with kddhk, both being names of a potency; the passage 
is parallel to 2 : 2, q. v. 

: if the reading is correct, the Rabbinic , Afel, may give the 
interpretation, — “leader,” which would be a fitting epithet of Armasa- 
Hermes, “the shepherd” par excellence. Cf. the idea in the late Hellenistic 
religion of a deity, especially Hermes, as a guide, t/ytfmv ) of souls; see 
Cumont, The Oriental Religions in Roman Paganism , n. 63 p. 253. It may 
be noticed that '» is used in the Talmud of a “traditional word or saying” 
(Jastrow), i. e. = logos ? 

8. btf'Enb: also 14: 8. In his epithet, KtDn appears to be used, as in 
the Syriac, of the divine nod or intimation, i. e. “command.” 

9. XSD'TiK: or the name is to be read 'Tis, followed by NSWp KH3D K3D 
twp; why the fem. KH3 D? 

10. In this and the following line most of the words can be read, but 

in consequence of the failure of the context the text defies interpretation. 
The three metals may be referred to as having magical properties, and this 
may give the clue to K13K“! Kfi^D (TlT^O written first erroneously). 
Comparing the Mandaic text in 39: 5, .snkasti (KTD?), the equa- 
tion suggests that our KJT'V'D = “chains”; possibly “basket,” and 

here used of a metal cage. 

b«3n “13: = “Son of destruction”?; cf. djh "13, 1. 11, “nr *n 1. 13; 
these deities are given a parentage like 1. 7. Possibly DJn is Din, 

the verb used in the Nerab inscriptions, and so = bx3n. 

11. DTK:— 'Ep w ?, or "A-PVC ? — D'3”)3K: cf. 7:9. 

bxnnK : ^Knu is found in Schwab, Vocabulairc. Is “God’s 

cruel one,” meant? 

12. The accumulation of words in ros is a charm formula; see p. 61. 

13. kdnSd = nsbfc, 1. s. — ’pjfl: the V’l with Mandaic spelling. 

UT "13 }V“1K: found also in 34: 8, which determines the reading here. 

ni Jinx : the plural is problematic, as there is but one client to this 
charm; it may have been used inadvertently. is not Aramaic in 

its present sense. 
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14. PYir?: this obscure demon appears again in 1. 16; it is evidently 
the listed with the planets in Libzbarski’s Mandaic amulet in the de 
Vogue Florilegmm, 1. 251. 

17. cf. the Mandaic name of an angel, Eidzbarski, 

BphemeriSj i, 104, n. 2. 

Xttin : Zeus, = Syriac TIT, in Jacob of Sarug (Martin, ZDMG, xxix, 
T 10, 1. 50), otherwise Dm and D1T- 

xjd = the Mandaic genius Mana ? See Norberg, Onom. 96. 

Jlin ira: the family or school of some magician like that of Joshua 
b. Perahia, see p. 46. 

18. DU^pix = ‘Q/ceav«5f, the parent deity in magical theosophy (cf. Ea 
in the Babylonian) ; see index of Dieterich, Abraxas . The preceding name 
recalls Pjrotogonos who appears with Aeon as son of Kolpia and Baau in 
Sanchuniathon’s cosmic genealogy, Eusebius, Praep. ev. } i, 10. 

19. oW: cf. 11:7. an astrological reference? 


naTiD ... J'P: the same phrase in Pognon B, except that the 
word xritm, “hair,” appears there. 



No. 20 (CBS 16023 ) 

nw2) 'aw ra hid 

xjnddi siHi *nw (3) ib'jini -wok nnnknk ) hid nntjjbin (2) 

ni[Ba] ( 5 ) m hid nrpDii ’dkdu tnci Nmnoi ( 4 ) [8ri«^]a 

sskskk ■’S3 n^n n^D to* idk jdk \m ^sni tao's ^Haa 

Translation 

Tardi bath Oni (2) Hormisdar Tardi. In the name of AAAAAA, 
exorcised and sealed (3) are the Demon and the Devil and the Satan and 
the Curse-spirit and the evil Liliths (4) which appear by night and appear 
by day, and appear (to) Tardi bath [Oni, etc.]. (5) In the name of 
Gabriel, Michael, and Rophiel. Amen, Amen, Amen, Amen, Hallelia, Selah. 
According to AAAAAA. 

Commentary 

A charm against ghosts. The interest of this bowl lies in the figure 
decorating the center. It represents a demon with arms and legs manacled. 
On either side of the figures is an enclosed space, that on the figure’s right 
hand bearing the inscription *H1DK, that on its left, WBH, i. e. prohibition 
and permission. In the lower part of the body on the former side is in- 
scribed the names of the sorcerer’s client. The pictures thus graphically 
presents the idea that the demon has no power over the lady in question. 
The picture is of better quality than the inscription, which is very illiterate. 
The spelling is most careless. 

1 . The connection of the proper names is uncertain, as also the char- 
acter of the names themselves. For TiDmn I might compare the Pahlavi 
Ormazdyar, Justi, p. 10a. 

2. For the repeated N, see p. 60. 

3. probably an artificial form; cf. WW, &ODD. 
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4. NTHrPO has Mandaic fem. pi. ending. — In the first K has a 1 

point over it — to mark error? cf. the Massoretic Nikkudim. :,i , 

5 . btOBI'l : the first vowel as in Bnoch and in Mandaic, representing 4. 

the Hebrew active ppl., parallel to the equivalent Aramaic form in Raphael. I 

n ,^n: for similar perversions see 24: 4, 31 : 8, 32: 12; cf. allylov in the I 

Paris Magical Papyrus, 1 . 3032, and n'!? in a Jewish charm, JAOS , p 

1911, 274. 1 


1 



Nos. 21 , 22 , 23 


No. 21 (CBS 16054) 

No. 22 (CBS 16006) 

No. 23 (CBS 16090) 

nno n[n]nm D^nn (l) 

nno enrol twin' (1) 

.'flips 3[x]nnbi a^nn (1) 

wp nn nriaipD’xi 

nn nm nflaipmxi 

ro nn nnaipD’xi 

pyas ^ jo rmx 

pyaa Jo id nro 

pyaa Jo id nnx 

pm[3 -5>]3 ID 

pmi b id pa^3 

pnn Jo idi, ptyo 

Kr£33D [I]d 1 j'jyp (2) 

XnJ>33D pi pU”3 (2) 

XnJ03D IDI ptJ”3 (2) 

ppm J>3 pi mb'? idi 

PPM J>3Dl NnAA idi 

xproi xpra Jo pi xnAA pi 

nno!> rb paipn vbi 

nnoJ> nh pimpn «!n 

nnoJ> rb pm'pn xJn 

nn [nnfi]ipD'«i>i 

nn (3) nnaipD’xJn 

nn (3) nnDipD'x^ 

Q'nmn nn» ro (3) 

oannn nnx ro 

■ p'nno nnx ro 

dnnDi ppti? nn^no 

Dnn]Di ppry nnJ>no 

nruioi ppT’y nnJoiu 

porin' nys^o 

pDnn nyne'Cn 

porm nyntn 

IDI pi^O pyjs 5>3 IDI 

Idi xmJ”!’ pD Jo id 

PPM Jo IDI XnJoiD 

pi [pB»a] (4) pnn ^3 

PPM (4) 

PPMD1 (4) 

xr^33D 

. n^D ID« JDK 

nnoi> rb pmpn xh 
[n]m nnaipD’x^ 

, [nnx nn] 

[Idi] p^’3 pnn Jo idi 
nor }d (5) pt?o pptj Jo 
,Q]J>y5>i' tan 
nJo p[x px 

nnoJ> nJ> panpn xJn 
on nnaipD^xJn 
nnx n 3 

nJo pX JDX 


Translation 0 # No. 22 

Sealed and countersealed are the house and threshold of Dodi bath 
Ahath from all evil Plagues, from all evil Spirits, ( 2 ) and from the 
Tormentors, and from the Liliths, and from all Injurers, that ye approach 
not to her, to the house and threshold of (3) Dodi b. A., which is sealed 
with three signets and countersealed with seven seals from every kind of 
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Lilith and from all (4) Injurers, that ye approach not to her, to the house 
and threshold of Dodi [b. A.], and from all evil Spirits and from all evil 
Injurers, (5) from this day and forever. Amen, Amen, Selah. 

Commentary 

Three identical bowls, out of the four which were deposited at the 
corners of the charmed house; see § 8. There are slight variations in the 
inscriptions; in No. 22 the writer found more room and made a longer 
inscription. All three are most roughly and illegibly written; the characters 
1, t, \ \ are indistinguishable, and £ has a peculiar form. The word 
transliterated pH, 22: 5, is written in a clumsy Syriac script. 

An interesting grammatical peculiarity is the omission of T after a 
genitive with the personal suffix. This appears at the beginning of 1. 3 in 
No. 22, and throughout, in the same combination, in the other two. This 
might be taken for haplography before HH ; but the same phenomenon 
appears in the Mandaic bowls published below; see the Introduction, § 5 B. 

For the injunction in 1 . 4 not to approach, cf. the like prohibition in 
a late Greek charm (Reitzenstein, Poimandres, 294) : roi> pt/ adiKrjaat ft 
*) irpoaeyynffai, k. t. X; cf. also a Syriac charm of Gollancz’s, p. 93. 



No. 24 (CBS 2926) 

Wl'PK Jo ’eniD 'orrm (2) xns^nn nn run$> n> vin k'»b> fD [khIidk 
nn ■'pxp^ rri Tin wm id xdidk nbm idk ]dn . . . . . (3), sm id srms idi 
Ids ids 'jsddi snnv ww 'D^n ru’D ^Dnm (4) . . . snaVno 
tionti? s^de^ nsms 'Drvrn nsiriD . nn ^rsm!* (5) smos n5so ids 

. > . . . . rpnas “03 std fibsD ids jds jds (6) . . . . .wi wdd rna insm 


Translation 

Salvation from Heaven be for Hindu bath Mahlaphta, (2) that she 
be saved by the love of Heaven from Fever (?) and from Sweating, from 
(?) (3) ..... Amen, Selah. 

Salvation from Heaven be for Kald bath Mahlaphta (4) that there 
cease from her disturbing Dreams and the evil Spirit and evil Satans. 
Amen, Amen, Selah, Hallelui. 

Salvation (5) for Zarinkas bath Mahlaphta, that she be saved by the 
love of Heaven, to wit Zarinkas, that she bring to the birth her child . . . . . 
Amen, Amen, Amen, Selah 


Commentary 

A charm for three daughters of a certain woman, made out in their 
names severally and for specific maladies. The misspellings are numerous. 

1 . run : the same name appears in 40 : 14 ; it is hypocoristic of sm“un 
38 : 3, i. e. “Indian woman.” 

2. SD^S is doubtless fever, in neo-Syriac = malarial fever, cf. the 
general name for fever with the Jews, &WUJW (Preuss, Bib.-tahn. Med.,, 184). 
and n. b. the disease asu in Assyrian, Ktichler, Beitrage, 13 1, 197. For the 
next word the root NIK suggests a sweating disease. K 31 N may be another 
kind of fever. In general see above, p. 93 f. 
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3. 'pNp: also in Hyvernat’s bowl. The name occurs as that of an 
Egyptian sorceress in a Syriac biography of Rabban Hormizd (c. 600) , 
cited by Budge in his edition of The Book of Governors, i, p. clxiv. Our 
word is probably the Syriac kakd, “pelican,” while the Egyptian name 
may represent (for a similar adoption of this Greek word, see Payne 
Smith, col. 3709). 

4. For the “disturbing dreams,” see p. 82. 

5; Zarinkas: cited by Justi, p. 382. 



No. 25 (CBS 16009) 

pnm]m prpj'D nn rPnii'K sin m rmisbv 'dkd in 'nub rum? p «ni[Ds] 
ITpdi (2) pmpi pnn pnb proi pnb pnpp pnn p rrwi 'emi i[hi n't? 
“innaibi D’p ... . . i? nn« taiKa nnD'j 'bsi imnD’o 'b’K omp p pnaw’s 
i&rnn m [pin]^Dn prpnn b. (3) . . . , . t rann!> dinb nbp> opasn. ba by 
b^ar (4) dips mt? nnnn by mm nn« inn pn pi ..... n bm 'dim dhp 
oit^n rp pi'OtJ’D pod [la] . . r\nm . . . mpi mm b.K'MDP i? np b»'rp ~\m 
[bob] Kmoab pomp mnxbo ju'k nb^ oan^ oan^ mnbn D’ano (5) pap 
[na]mm mnrr'Km nj’j'pi [njrva pnm KniDKi ppmi pm (6) pj'.K- mv* pn 
pa fDK nbv b'bnb’i pi kqp p pkd in mu pinb (7) mmna ton barn nnami 

mibbn nbo 

Translation 

Salvation from Heaven for Guroi bar Tati and for Aliath bath Doda 
his wife, that there vanish from them in their dwfelling the Demons and 
Devjils by the mercy of Heaven. Whoever here has dead, who shall become 
alive to them here, and shall approach (2) and are found to be (actually) 
dead — from these you are kept and these are kept (from you). In the 

name: Thou- send (to) them, Hadarbadu bar (3) . . the 

contentions of them all. Behold, ..... Blessed art thou, Yhwh on account 
of the name of .... . (4) Yophiel thy name, Yehiel they call thee, Sasangiel, 

Yhwh, and so names . . . .. [Ar]masa Metatron Yah, in the name 

of Tigin, Trigis, Balbis, Sabgas, Sadrapas. These are the angels who bring 
salvation to all the children of men. They (6) will come and go forth 
with the salvation of this house and property and dwelling of his, and of 
his sons and daughters and all the people in his house — (7) of this Guroi 
b. T. from this day even for the sphere of eternity. Amen, Amen, Selah, 
Halleluia. 

Commentary 

The inscription is of interest because it is directed against the appari- 
tion of family ghosts. In this respect it is to be compared with No. 39 and 
Wohlstein’s bowl, no. 2417; see above p. 82. 
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1. vn3i: identified by Justi, p. 356, as a new-Persian form of Waroe. 
The Seder ha-Doroth lists a number of Talmudic persons named 03 and 
pniJ (ii, 89) ; also a famous Syriac martyr Gurias is recorded. Apart 
from the Persian hypocoristic ending, the word could be explained from 
the Semitic (Nnii, Syriac, “whelp” )• Cf. also the Palmyrene K"iU, Lidz- 
barski, Handbuch, 249. 

•’taxtO: Tata is a feminine name found in Syriac, in Asseman’s Biblio- 
theca Orientalis and Wright’s Catalogue of the British Museum ; see Payne 
Smith, col. 1456. Cf. Nnt*n, 39: 8. 

2. 'b’K, and nb’K 1 . 5 : the Aramaic pronoun with loss of f, cf. 
similar cases cited to 8: 2,— -if not a Hebraism. 

nnD^, irhriD'J: Hebrew Nifals with Aramaic inflection. 

VTmnb Dir6 nbw: the idea apparently is that a message be sent to the 
dead to cause them to cease their contentions (jinMH) with the living, 
then one of these departed spirits is named. The name is not recognizable 
as a proper name, and evidently, as in Wohlstein’s bowl, referred to above, 
it is a fancy name. (There we have such names as Yodid, Mutli, Dabti, Ith.) 

4, : One of the six angels in Targ. Jer. to Dt. 34: 6, along 
with Metatron, and, in Schwab, Vocab., 145, a companion of M, and prince 
of the Taw. pV is a Talmudic surrogate for nin\ see Blau, Zauberwesen, 

131- 

bfct'fT* or : cf. Schwab, p. 141. The following name is un- 

known. These angels are invoked as phases or names of Deity; cf. p. 58. 

Hermes-Metatron : for the identification, see to 2: 2; here identified 
with Yah. 

5. These magical words are mystical names of the angels; see p. 97. 
They are dominated by sibilant terminations for which see p. 60. 

Mandaic plural spelling. 




? No. 26 (CBS 3997) 

nws M(2) iyo' »» i>jn urn v'v 'fi !>y nn» ym 

“i w }bon “in (3) ”” w i men J>» "" iDK'Vn^b nn "" w by iw "" 
jt Krww win (4) ?h3K rimnKt jvpdn nin fc?Nn hno ii« nt xbn p’^enma rnmart 

K*in.,n nn mDYNBV'K anm 'drd nn m-ampnaij hn!> pnmn k> xnmpn Krv^i 
«H’y bnn k!>! nrwi nnyty iwn «!>i navi &s>»“i .^i nV^n «J>i obw vb (5) 

wm . . . m . WDrnn nsD'i wiwai wma 'bipen pmcip to (6) 'y? pn^K tomy 
toma wvi pacs a'an (7) pnn «5> mm pmB^ pa^ p“w pnnm Kan 
..... Kja'tya . (8) . .... n&y. pmo mna'SKi ..... nty'K njtw.k wk kP 
'.aw Q’nT’K k k^ . . * ♦ Kaxn ..... n mnaP miwn am nmrn 


Translation 

& “Hear, Israel: YYYY our God is one YYYY.” “According to the 

f mouth of YYYY they encamped, and according to the mouth of YYYY 

they marched (2). The observance of YYYY they observed according 
to the word of Yhwh through Moses.” “And YYYY said to Satan : 
YYYY rebuke (3) thee, Satan, YYYY rebuke thee, who chose Jerusalem. 
Is not this a brand plucked from the fire?” 

Again, bound and held art thou, (4) evil Spirit, and mighty Lilith, 
that thou appear not to Berik-Yahbeh bar Marne and this Ispandarmed bath 
H. .dora, (5) neither by day nor by night, nor at any evening or morning, 
■< nor at any time whatsoever, nor at any seasons whatsoever. But flee (6) 

- from their presence and take thy divorce and thy separation and thy writ 

of dismissal. [I have divorced] thee, [even as demons write] divorces for 
their wives and return not (to them). (7, 8) 


| .... Commentary 

f- This charm, against the evil Lilith, is introduced by three quotations 

from the Scriptures. The first is the opening sentence of the Shemd, which 
I still remains the contents of the Mezuzoth, or house phylacteries of the 


I 
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Jews. The other two have occurred in previous texts ; see 5 : 5. Unfortun- 
ately the last two lines are too broken and obscure to be read. I have 
merely reproduced here the evident characters. I11 the segments of the 
circle at the bottom of the bowl appear words, some of which are forms 
of the divine Names n\ in’, riK’K; also Tib’N (?) and inW(?) 

1. for nin\ Cf. the common scribal abbreviation, " or w ; also such 
forms as IT and 1”1 , in Schwab O. 

hvo nn: for Tn, as in No. 5. 

3. bin: cf. 2: 1. 

4. fprurom: there is no doubt as to the reading of this name and 
it is remarkable enough. The second and divine component of the name — 
which was an ordinary [rp]3*i3» [rp] 3 rn, or [n’] 3 '“Q, has been expanded 
so as to give the awful pronunciation of the Ineffable Name. We cannot 
suppose that the name was thus ordinarily spelt or pronounced, but the 
scribe has taken it upon himself to give this interpretation ( W) of his 
client’s name. Here then is a clear survival of the ancient magical significa- 
tion and use of the personal name (cf. Heitmuller, “ 1 m Namen Jesu,” 159 
ff.)’, as also of the pronunciation of the name itself. It may be retorted 
that fP — would hardly be used to represent e, and that the original pro- 
nunciation was Yahwe, not — 6 (see Arnold’s valuable discussion, JBL, 
xxiv, 152). The latter thesis is right, but I think that the tradition repre- 
sented here connects with the Hellenistic magic, in which, among various 
forms, I®? occurs several times (Deissmann, Bibelstudien, 7), 1 although I 
have not found a case of lapn. Further, in the Talmud (Sank. 56a) HDy 
appears as a surrogate for the Name, which Dietrich, ZATW, iv, 27, 
would vocalize as Yose. Blau ( Zauberwesen , 131) objects to e, but adduces 
from the Mishna, Sukk. 45a, the surrogate ’Bl’ which he identifies with the 
Greek magical term t^v (citing Paris Pap. 11 . 1896, 2746). This would 
be further proof for v in the current magical pronunciation. As for rp- 
= -e, we have not only the masc. pron. suffix for a parallel but also the 
plural -e represented in the same way in some of our texts, e. g. 9 : 6, 12 : 1, 
25 : 5, and also the proper name rpzm 31:2. 

1 Also on an Abraxas gem, see Diet, de Yarcheologie chretienne, i, 141. 





No. 27 (CBS 16041) 

irrnPK -o (3) pktp ubrrn wn sms (2) nnama nb W3 

am #nup tidip nbn abnan m&ppp abmi (4) arranM mom wen 'bma 
rubiK kjtwi tpbtp *mn ikdi NPbm ."Kbbbi am nddpkp #tmb (5) 
nm jin'bn ayrm &*n pnb mos .nno mibwi mn 'woa pnn (6) n^s 
nin pab tuts^a &nn» m .|pb «ntpp n imnrK *»n'P kjk mm (7) 

acyi KBB*Ki rob njewn kjki ra nmua w«an !inb nm (8) primn ayro 
•piriPK na pnppp njk nnb (9) prpbn Qjnno am *omn irin'bi xzv'tm 
wwh tnp’b byi *nib ptmn by turpiiin Kntnrmi wma kiw imby wrm 
new jt^bi arwim mm wbuN ti . Ewa'Dbi bmm mioy byv (10) ana byi 
sn^ba pm mtsm (11) pm myas rv>bw inrtPK pn pkp'p ws nnarmt 
. . . nano naio htd mm ptpp pa nnanp'j nntonom nan nanaa 

pmby 

Commentary 

After the introductory appeal, “In thy name, O Lord of salvations,” 
etc., the inscription for lines 2b-n is practically identical with No. 2. This 
portion does not need translation and commentary. The remaining lines, 
13-24, are so mutilated or obscure, that I can make out but few connected 
passages in them, and hence I do not present them. 

There are a few slight differences between the parallel texts, this one 
being probably more correct. The most considerable variation in text is 
in 1 . 9, where the sorcerer says that he laid the ban upon Hermon; cf. my 
note to 2: 6. The same Yezidad bar Izdanduch and his wife Merduch 
bath Banal, appear in No. 7. There they are the subjects of the charm, 
here Yezidad operates magic in his own name. Cf. the mutual character 
of the charm in No. 2. In 1 . 8 the wife also takes up the exorcism. 


No. 28 (CBS 2972) 

tnw’ri *dib “12 1 . . imai rpotp^ aon into nnai ww no T»^n 
. . ty'.K^s wnbn'K «i'iwfe.;^3n pbK .^mni nn nn« 'inn (2) ‘annual 
kps ip iaay npn NnKOiinsi pin paon (3) . * ♦ . . in run^n im 'T^anx’v 
^*n- (4) ♦ ■..■. .a- *?v t^noisi Knoni nnv [tlinav. .... n^n »nw ]^dd 
„„.['a nn] nna inn nnn^ai tri’nra ij> um&in [. . .ivjk] pinrt *?v prona'n 

. Nita’p'! mn^ pb.ppbB ■k!> .... ( 5 ) ... . . i «noni ninviaiw .'ni 

in prime ..... Ninny nn^n nwni nn^D i’N’enn rvwn n^inn 

..... pea ppfc pn^a 


Translation 

In thy name, O Lord of heaven and earth. Appointed is this bowl to 
the account of Anur . . . bar Parkoi, that he be inflamed and kindled and 
burn (2) after Ahath bath Nebazak. Amen. 

Everlasting presses which have only been pressed upon (?) ... • • a 
man in his heart. (3) Take hrk , and hot herbs ( ?) which they call sunwort 

(?), mtlln and peppers them and the rites of love which thou (?) 

hast sprinkled upon (4) She shall sprinkle them upon this Anur . . . 

b. P. until that he be inflamed and burn after Ahath b. N. 

and in lust and in the mysteries of love, in order that ..... (5) 

take pieces from his heart and the charm his name (?). In the 

name of the angel Rahmiel and in the name of Dlibat the passionate, 

the gods, the lords of all the mysteries. Amen, Amen, 

Commentary 

A love-charm — such is the import of this sadly mutilated but inter- 
esting bowl. It belongs to the same class of magic as No. 13, but is more 
romantic, for there we find a charm for a childless, neglected wife, here 
one for a passionate woman to bring her lover to her side. For the use 
of a bowl for such a defixio see above p. 44* The first copyist was able to 
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read more than I can now, as, since it was in his hands, the bowl has been 
cracked and then repaired. The lacunae in the text are tantalizing. 

So far as the text is legible, the charm which names the two parties 
adjures the passion of the beloved. Some praxis is described, a simula- 
crum is evidently used, for “his heart is to be torn in pieces,” and on this 
image is to be scattered some kind of salad of hot herbs expressive of 
love’s passion, while the beloved’s name is to be formally pronounced. 

Blau has collected the Talmudic material on philtres in his Zauber- 
wesen , 24, 52, 158, 167; n. b. the recitation of Bible verses over the love- 
apple, p, 52, n. 2 (with literature). In the Old Testament we have mere 
references to this aphrodisiac {Gen. 30: 14 ff., Cant. 7: 14) without any 
note as to magical manipulation. For later Jewish use, see the numerous 
philtres prescribed in Thompson, “Folk Tore of Mossoul,” PSBA, 1906-7. 

But it is from the classical and Hellenistic field that we have most 
knowledge of this amatory magic, and the connections of the present text 
are found in that direction. Of course Theocritus’s second Idyll comes 
to mind, in which the love-lorn maiden casts the various philtres into the 
fire with adjurations of Hecate. For this classical field I may refer to the 
monograph of O. Hirschfeld, De incantamentis et devinctionibus amatoriis 
apud Grace os Romanesque (Ratisbon, 1863); see p. 42 for aphrodisiac 
herbs; also see section 8 (p. 233) of Abt, Die Apologie des Apuleius. 

In the magical papyri numerous erotic incantations are preserved, e. g. 
in the Paris Papyrus in Wessely, Vienna Denkschriften hist.-phil. Glass, 
xxxvi, 1 . 2622 fif., xli, p. 52, 1. 976 ff. 1 But the most graceful and famous 
of these charms is that inscribed on a lead plate found at Hadrumetum, 
N. Africa, — buried in a necropolis, just as our bowl was buried in the 
earth. First edited by Maspero, it has been since frequently published : 
Wunsch, CIA, App. continens defixionum tabellas, p. xvii ; Audollent, Defix- 
ionum tabellae, no. 271; Deissmann, Bibelstudien, 21, and Bible Studies, 
271; Blau, op. cit. 96; Wunsch, Ant. Fluchtafeln, no. 5. It is Blau’s merit 
to have specially pointed out the Jewish connection of this text. Now, 
between this Hellenistic charm and our bowl we find an almost literal 

1 I may add now F. Boll, “Griechischer Tiebeszauber aus Aegypten auf zwei 
Bleitafeln,” in Sitzungsberichte of the Heidelberg Academy, phil.-hist. Class, 1910, 
no. 2. 



J . A. MONTGOMERY — ARAMAIC INCANTATION TEXTS. 



correspondence in the trinity of terms for the passion adjured in the lover. 
With our invocation that the man “be enflamed and kindled and burn 
after” the girl, compare the longing of the Greek maiden Domitiana that 
her lover come kpavfa patvipevov fiaaavitjofievov- OT spavra patv/>/m>ov paaavi^6/ie%>ov } or 
t-p. ftaa. aypvvvovvra — repetitions like those in our texts. With this probably 
technical formula compare the second of the charms cited above by Wes- 
sely : May X do naught until kMovffa irpog pt rbv Selva irfoipotyapovGa ayairucra arepyavaa 
epe, k. t . l. Also in our 1 . 4 there is an echo of Domitiana’s wish that he 
come h rf; ij>i?JaKat spun nal emtivfiict; while the formula “to the name,” 1. 1, 
and the use of “heart,” 1 . 2, indicate Greek connections. 

How much Jewish, how much Grecian, the Hadrumetum tablet is, it 
is difficult to determine. Our text shows manifest ties with the love-magic 
of the Hellenistic world and is the eastern representative of the philtres 
of which the North African text is the most notable western example. The 
spirit of both these texts is Greek rather than Semitic; but the fame of 
Jewish magic appears to have made its solemn formulas eligible for the 


desires of passion. Our text, it is to be noticed, is not at all Jewish in 
religion, is of more simple original type than the African charm. 

For the praxis of our text I may compare a Moorish love- 
charm cited by Doutte, Magie et religion dans I’Afrique du Nord, 
Algiers, 1908, p. 253 : “A woman who wishes to gain the love 
of a man should procure the following materials from neighbors 
with whom she has never eaten : coriander, caraway, gum of terebinth, lime, 
cummin, verdegris, myrrh, some blood of an animal whose throat has been 
cut, and a piece of a broom hailing from a cemetery. On a dark night she 
is to go into the country with a lighted brazier and throw these different 
articles one after another into the fire speaking these words : O coriander, 
bring him mad! O caraway, bring him wandering without success ! O 
mastic, raise in his heart anguish and tears! O white lime, make his heart 
wakeful in disquietude! O cummin, bring him possessed! O verdegris, 
kindle the fire of his heart ! O myrrh, make him spend a frightful night! 
O blood of the victim, lead him panting! O cemetery broom, bring him to 
my side.” Etc. 

1. = m to bvopa , and see Heitmiiller, “Im Namen Jesu, f> 95 ff*, 

and his definition of the phrase as indicating “die Zueignung an eine Person 
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unter irgend welchem Gebrauch ihres Namens” (p. 107, and at length, pp. 
ioo-iio). As he shows, the usage before us is not Semitic or even 
Septuagintal. Of. also Bohmer, Das biblische “Im Namen 4. 

“J..TJK, niittJ : ? 

2. ’{JOB: I translate the words without any certain sense. For 
the noun '3 see to 7: 1. If Kcfrii might be read, the reference could be to 
a moulded ( & 733 , “press”) figure representing the lover. Below in 1. 4 
the space before the man’s name may have contained “image of,” or the 
like. The latter part of the line is most obscure. The “heart” (also 1. 5) 
appears as the seat of sexual affection. This is a Greek usage, not Semitic 
(with the possible exception of the Hebrew phrase by im, used five 
times with a woman as the object). See Andry, Le coeur, 5, for the 
Greek idea of the heart as the amatory organ, p. 15 ff., for the late Semitic 
use. P. 17 he quotes a Spanish Arabic poet who speaks gallantly of being 
wounded to the heart, but the metaphor is that of a mortal wound.® 

3. I translate the ppl. pnbi,- as also fpDB 1. 5, as imperatives; cf. 
Rabbinic and Syriac usage. 

01 T>n: to this list of aphrodisiacs the clue is given by K ,v YO («'- 
= pi. ending, as in Mandaic), which is the piper candidus (Payne Smith, 
col. 2303) ; its pungency was evidently regarded as possessing erotic power 
and symbolism. Then Tin, if the reading be correct, and anonnK are to be 
explained in the same way from their roots, Tin, mn, “burn.” mww OJy 
doubtless lies in the same circle of ideas. May be mushrooms ? 

Toew’s Aramdische Pflanzennamen does not contain these words. The 
“rites of love” are the magical practices. 

4. riKlW: I compare Syriac KnUTty (sub nicy); “boldness, lascivious, 
ness” ; the ending afd for dy di ? 

5 . rra'b }’D ppDB : 'a a noun, or better a ppl. like pDJ, 1 . 3, The 
phrase is simplest interpreted as a reference to the lady’s slowly tearing to 
pieces the facsimile of her lover’s heart, with the intent that he perish of 
love ; cf . again Theocritus’s second Idyll. 

Cf. the phrase quoted in Lane’s Dictionary , 782 : “she has overturned my heart 
and torn my midriff.” 


f 

... 
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CpyoiV. the lover’s name is to be pronounced. For the angel Rahmiel 
see to No. 13. 

: one of the Mandaic forms of Dilbat, a name of the Babylonian 
Ishtar, especially in her stellar capacity as Venus. For the Mandaic forms, 
see Brandt, Mand. Schr., 45, 85; also in Hesychius as and in Bar 

Bahlul as TdH. 3 For this form, see Noldeke,, Mand. Gram. § 25. For the 
Babylonian use see Jensen, Kosmologie, 18, and the latest discussion by 
Jastrow, ZA, 1908, 155. As the goddess of love her patronage is appro- 
priate. The epithet NWTy (cf. 38: 7) recalls the Babylonian essu, a 
frequent epithet of gods, while Ishtar especially appears as the raging 
goddess, whether of war, in Assyria, or of love, in the Izdubhar epic. The 
same epithet became the old Arabian name of the morning-star, al-Tzza, 
(Wellhausen Skizzen, 111, 41, Noldeke, ZDMG, xli, 710, the identification 
denied by W. R. Smith, Rcl. Sem., 57). The Edessene Hy was originally 
the morning-star, Lagrange, Etudes? 135; cf. the Aramaic names 
and tymwy (Lidzbarski, Handbuch, 347 f.). 


So also to be explained WiVi in Schwab, Vocab., 403. 


No. 29 (CBS 16055) 

rp'.frppfi-j jtfin nn (3) j>'J'«rip . . . . .] xrviDs^ man* mn\ (2) — 

pyto jin' >o«np!> : ' .'(5) DTim ^pi . na . HVP (4) n " n 

Id hrvo jb run jd nj’p (6) H’vi itpm ra p-'3«rib!> \nw3V : mmi mtm ny>bp 

nnpjyi rwai (7) «n[ip]-?n p^n pTen pb »3 pwp nto nmn 

tana Djrpta (8) [po^y] XNwn H^a’3 "dv i »vd'i Kim Nnm ^nsra 

. . . , . I^n «mnDDKt 'tna ■ ’tj'-ni vrpw penty in ’ss^m mrmm rpmzn nsa> 
•{VbVn. ppnoi ppn Jbi m H'n *obi ni.d ^ yjs wj'k DiDin «n?p r ♦ . (9) 
» ( jp>ppi wpa kjo’Pdi Njyn^D’i *o'pib prrojy anp[i (10) alni p]nw; Krom 
xnhN mna i^k rr»n« (ll) n ♦ . . ya rp vp yn yo m ppi io nwa n=^v 
rpc^m n’pn^ >pn® ’n jpnb rponai arhcn iq >.*ip wite Kin ioty iibiyve «nn 
vrwi «n kh!>k «in .Tnmyh rrnwn^ rprnwnto mrpa (12) b |pn» 

Translation 

[This bowl is appointed in the name of?] (2) Yhwi-i Sebaoth for the 
salvation [and sealing? of Metanis] (3) bath Resan ..... (4) . ... . and 
sealed (5) for Metanis b. R., — an amulet in the name of Yhwh Sebaoth 
for Metanis b. R. And bound (6) from her, from her children, from her 
house, from all her dwelling, are the evil Plagues and evil Demons and the 
evil and the decent Lilith and the Necklace-spirits and ... Menstruation 
and Tormentors and the Hags of the wil'd and Impurities and Epilepsy ( ?). 

We adjure you (8) whatsoever evil thing lodges in the house and 
dwelling of Haliphai bar Sissin . . . and Darsi the foreigner and Astroba 

(9) Leprosy, Plague, Stroke, the kindly and . . . Lili, and the 

Demons, ghostly Shades, and all Goblins and evil In jurers whose names 
I have mentioned and whose names [I have not] (10) mentioned : I exorcise 
and adjure and make fast and bind and make fast (sic) upon you, in the 

name of MW, of RS, SS, MS, BS, KS, ICS, BS, (11) I-am-that-I-am, 

the great God, Mesoah his name. He is God, the Lord of all Salvation, 
whose throne is established between the ethers and his eternity (world?) 
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is established for (12) in Yhwh and for his praise and the faith 

in him and his service. He is the great, the mighty God. 

Commentary 

A charm made out for two different parties, (i) a woman Metanis 
and her household, and (2) for several men and their house and quarters. 
These may be lodgers in the woman's house. One of the men is a 
“foreigner.” The tone of piety in the charm is superior to that of the 
other texts; the incantation is in the name of Yhwh Sebaoth alone, whose 
praises are dwelt upon in almost liturgical fashion. 

1. The charm appears to have a double introduction. Most of 11. 3, 4 
is unintelligible. 

5. possibly the father's name, Syriac fcOK-’Nl , “prince." 
One is tempted to compare the name of the famous Roxane ; the masc. 
parallel Roxanes = Persian Rosan, Justi, p. 262. But the 6 should be 
indicated. 

6. m'£20i '2 6: see above, p. 76. '3 may be euphemistic and then have 
developed into a distinct species. Cf. the epithet N2812 in 1. 9. 

7. XDS'3: Syriac kepsd.—^ 2 l cf. 17: 3. — 'DID: Syriac KDUSD. 

32: one might think, in the context, of abortion. But in the 
Talmud p is a demon of nervous trouble or epilepsy, Bek or. 44b; 

see Griinbaum ZDM G, xxxi, 332 for some discussion of the word. Epilepsy 
was a most common disease in antiquity ; n. b. the miracles in the New 
Testament, and for the Hellenic world cf. Tambornino, De antiquorum 
daemonismo, 57: often equivalent to insanity. It has been generally sup- 
posed that the Jews were particularly subject to this disease; M. Eishberg 
in The Jews , London and New York, 1911, denies this, but admits the 
nervous pathology of the race (chap. xv). Cf.. 16; 8 for another disease 
cited in Bekor. 44. 

8. rnnTi: alongside of 'T3, 1. 6; the form appears in the Syriac and 
Mandaic bowls. 

= Palmyrene 'B'Sn ; for signification, cf. KnabriD. 

: cf. the Persian (?) names Sisines, Sisinnios, Sisoi, Justi, p. 
303; on the etymology of Sisines see Noldeke, Pers. Studien, 404, no. 1. 
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Cf. the Jewish names KCW and Seder ha-Doroth , ii, 348 f. Also in 

Pognon B (where VWW) it is the name of the parent — mother or father? Is 
KW an additional name? Of Ngn we learn only that he is a foreigner. 
Also K2nbDK is evidently a Greek name. 

9. jjwst: the demon offspring of Adam are called DTK 02 'yJJ in the 
Zohar, Eisenmenger, ii, 422. 

DiDin : for this formation, see Levias, Grammar of the Aramaic Idiom 
... in the Bab. Talmud, § 975. For similar eruptive diseases named in 
these texts, see p. 93. 

02: epithet of the goblins ; Rabb. fc&ita , Syr. telld, “shadow.” 
Cf. the o^>tD, Targ. Cant. 3 : 8, etc. 

The lacuna at end of the line is supplied by help of 14 : 6. 

10. For the dominance of sibilants in these magical words cf. p. 60. 
At the begining and end of the series are characters enclosed in square 
lines. 

11. ’2: for p2, as also in the Talmud. There follows a lapse into 
Hebrew— probably a citation. 

D'pnts' : one of the seven heavens of Kabbalism. 

12. rprntfin : for .Thrown ? 

m2iJJ : it is strange to find this word of magical connotation used of 
true worship in a Jewish text. 


No. 30 (CBS 16096) 

TbTbB'D'K (2) -n bipnirpi^KrtiK -a xn »m wra DnxriDi cnm nox 

ie (3) -Kvzn vn& id kjbkd id kih |d kdoi s^dne? Id udd’B n[a] . . tm 
KrapJKi «*on wi^ nn id xn'm siDin id ps^n pnn id Knn'pj «rp^ 
mn ik“ «n Kn^ rr»n nm w'y xrvoiDKn row «napi (4) k*oh kjkjw 
pt^’n pnn id xi[n]D *mn id kdd (5) -^a id «nut tm kw p^a 

. . ♦ nrnxnx mi nmnxt kid Kin id 


Translation 

Bound and sealed are the house and the life of this Ispiza bar Arha, 
and Yandundisnat bar (2) Ispandarmed, and . . . bath Simkoi, from the 
Sun and Heat, from the Devil, the Satan, the male Demon (3) the female 
Lilith, evil Spirits, the impious Amulet-spirit, the lilith-Spirit male or 
female; the Eye of man (or) (4) woman; the Eye of contumely ; the Eye 
which looks right into the heart; the mystery which belongs to the evil 
Potency, that impious lord; from the evil hateful Potency; from disturb- 
ing Vision; from evil Spirits; from that impious Lord, in the name of 


Commentary 

A charm for two men and a woman from certain specified diseases 
and demons. The inscription is illiterate and the script particularly 
difficult, the writer using a very individual chirography ; n. b. the D, 
the non-distinction of n and n , the K which often consists of but two 
upright strokes, and the use of one form for internal and finial 3 except 
in the word ID, where a finial is used. 

1. “iDK : for TDK. 

KTWK : cf. the Syriac IS^K '(Aspaz) for the Hebrew DSK'K in Dam 
1: 3. (wbdk occurs in Myhrman, 1. 1, to which I cite the Babylonian 
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Aspazanda.). The Persian NtQC’K is “house,” and worsens “steward.” 
May it be an abbreviated form of the latter word? 1 

stem-: cf. the biblical Arah, a post-exilic name. 

so the most likely reading of the name. 

2. 'IDD'D : the characters are uncertain. Cf. Seijuu co? in a Greek 
inscription from the Don, — Persian simikos, “silver”; Justi, p. 294. 

V'DHW: the first word is the Mandaic spelling for “the Sun,” 
which also in the Mandaic religion is regarded as an evil genius. Ntra ~ 
fcttTp, see Ndldeke, Mand, Gram., § 42. Cf. Ps. 121 : 6, 91: 6, and see 
Griinbaum’s discussion of the ntsp, the demon of the midday sun, 
ZDMG, xxxi, 251 f. 

fcrvoi: an error for (cf. 1. 3), or intended for assonance with 

Nfi^pa, Cf. the unabashed spellings in Samaritan literature to produce 
rhymes. Or is there a play on the roots, nan and ap 3 being used in the 
sense of “name”?— 4. e. the named spirits. 

3 . nn : cf. N. T. nveyfia daifiovog, 

fcUKny: the last two letters are dittography. There follows a list of 
various kinds of “evil eye,” for which see p. 86. 

4. xrV’J'iDxn wp: so the most likely reading; cf. L,idz. 4, end, tO'y 

fcORibjn (?). 

“The eye that sees (or of those that see) within the heart” is a 
reference to the uncanny effect of the evil eye. 

In what follows some corrections are necessary, isn = im ?; for b'n 

read ; n as farther on, and correct sni 3 t to KnunNt with 1. 5. There 
is evidently a repetition of phrases. The (like the KW '2 py ) is the 

personification of the power operating these psychological wonders. Cf. 
the Rabbinic inns' (Joel, Der Aberglaube, i, 80), the New Testament Svv&mig. 

Kina « 3 'tn = '&w »obn, 24: 4. , 

At the end of 1 . 5 comes a long series of characters which do not 
appear to form words. 

1 According to Karmsedin’s Lexicon, quoted by Payne-Smith under the latter 
word; in lingua Nabathaea est oecononius et viatorum exceptor, etc. Observe the 
accompanying name «m«. 


No. 31 (CBS 9008) 

run nnm ( 3 ) nrsmsDx in mmxi wm nmm ( 2 ) xnbrm!> ndw sun into 
P^nn ( 5 ) piitmi pn?s pimx jte’u itv'i Hb^rn xnmh ( 4 ) xrtanD nmn jbi 
nniimox in nmxi xjitt nmm (6) xnnnni’ xDxn p!>n pitubi pbfinbi pinjjn 
ihdk nimnw nw mm Djna d innm.u (7) imnm awn xnnb jiie»j >61 
+ + + +■+ + + nu^Si n^D pbx pbx nkxnknx (8 ) firm nx nx nx roon«» xma 
nm nnm nnmncx in nmxi sum fani xnruxi (9) nmn itunui mrinnu 
pn« xp-n (10) xa^m xnmh xn^nnn nnm jm 

Translation 

This bowl is designated for the sealing (2) of the house of this 
iDadbeh bar Asmanducht, (3) that from him and his house may remove 
the Tormentor (4) and the Curse and the very evil Dreams. Charmed; 
fortified and confirmed, (5) corroborated, strengthened and sealed and 
guarded are these bowls for the sealing (6) of the house of this Dahbeh 
b. A., that they may not lodge together (with them) . In the name of 
Yahihu (7) NHRBTMW, S, MR/S, MRMR, ’oth Sasbiboth, Astar, Muta. 
YSHN’H, Ah, Ah, Ah, Ahah, (8) AAAAAAA, Amen, Amen, Selah, 
Hallulia. 

Sealed and guarded shall be the house (9) and wife and sons of this 
Dadbeh b. A., that there may remove from him and his house the Tor- 
mentor and the Curse and evil Dreams. Amen. 

: Commentary ' 

’ For a general discussion of the epigraphy and language of this and 
the following Syriac bowls (Nos. 31-37), see Introduction, § 6. The 
crosses in 1. 8 are the same as those which occur in the center “seals” of 
these Syriac bowls. 
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No. 32 (CBS 16086) 

nnm ‘■pdvobd’n "q 'i:’n nmi rmromi (2) nrnaa xrmnn5> kdm am t©?b 
Kin. '3 (4) Kimn maya xtiay Hrpm xmi hub ite”a Hobn., (3) xn^aaD np 
npdi (5) Hvai kw nn^D i>y xmariDa pn^y anai xttib aa yw" an nmn 
oi»yin- KTanDa prr^y any am ‘rb'ru&mK aa nyn nn'aa rpxa HaDSi 
sorWu p wi^'3 kp^ mm rimx n u la nins nimm nom m-tya (6) 
aDDmx pns.aai [xn]Hoa aDmx pnj.aai Haim nyam apt? (7) syaamx jinjnaa 
jia^y p^dv Ko^y p aay. primal (8) Haobi xm^i xjddi Him [Ha’c Hsnn] 
nm[a p] (9) pa[pBxiJ x.dxi xmbn!> [x]^an H^a’p b? s^xmxi xmaob 
bnn»v omCm] I’dxi xa’annaa [p]mp\aB> n^mxa b pi apyaJBp’x aa n^aa 
nmn ama am nn xi> amya H’»ap Hami (10) lajaa mb H’»ap SajBn pa’x 
Dm[nmj (11) .a^D ppx pox] xy nan’ mm mmmmm owa xa’ariDa xm ormm 
nmnnmi xnpi^i Hc^a HP^ni xrtoap p a’Diajamx aa p^nn naiai nrna apirrm 
b . . ♦ . . n Haam xnmbi Hb" a HaSm xn^aae p (12) [Haai nnrpx] atDjmni 

p»x n3m 

Translation 

This bowl is designated for the sealing of the house and the wife ( 2 ) 
and the children of Dinoi bar Ispandarmed, that there remove from him 
the Tormentor ( 3 ) and evil Dreams. 

The bowl I deposit and sink down, a work which has been made ( 4 ) 
like that which Rab Jesus bar Perahia sat and wrote against them, — a 
ban-writ against all the Demons and Devils ( 5 ) and Satans and Liliths 
and Lathe which are in the house of Dinoi b. I. Again : he wrote against 
them a ban-writ which is for all time, ( 6 ) by the virtue of ’TMDG, Atatot 
Atot, within T( ?) , Atot Atot the name, a writing within a writing. Through 
which (words) were subjected ( 7 ) heaven and earth and the mountains ; and 
through which the heights were commanded; and through which were 
fettered Arts, Demons and Devils and Satans and Liliths and Lathe; ( 8 ) 
and through which he passed over from this world and climbed above you 

(225) 
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to the height (of heaven) and learned all counter-charms, a ruin to 
destruction, and . .. to bring you forth (9) from the house of Dinoi b. I., 
and from all that is in his. house, I have dismissed you by the ban-writ. 
And charmed and sealed and countersealed is it, even as ancient runes fail 
not, (10) and (like) ancient men who are not . .. Again: charmed and 
sealed and countersealed is this ban-writ by the virtue of YHYHYHYHYH, 
YHYH, YHYH, A'. Amen, Amen, Selah. 

(11) Sealed and protected are the house and dwelling of Dinoi b. I. 
from the Tormentor and evil Dreams and the Curse. And sealed and pro- 
tected be [his wife and son] (12) from the Tormentor and evil Dreams and 
Curse and Vows and ..... Hallela, Amen. 


Commentary 

Nos. 32 and 33 certain practically identical inscriptions, except that 
they are made out in the name of different clients, and that No. 32 has 
additional matter at the beginning and the end. This identity is fortunate 
for the interpretation of the two bowls, for the lacunae in each one can be 
almost wholly supplied from the other. Also No. 35 is made out for the 
wife of the client of the present charm. The chirography of all three 
bowls is the same, being more cursive than the script of No. 31. 

The charms effected in this and the following bowl are attributed to a 
certain master magician, Jesus bar Perahia, evidently the Joshua ben 
Perahia, who appears in the same capacity in Nos. 8, 9, and 17. 
Now Joshua ben Perahia is one of the several Zugoth or Pairs, who handed 
down the tradition of the Law from the Great Synagogue ; and he flourished 
In the reign of Alexander Jannaeus, in the early part of the first century 
B. C. The Mishnaic reference to him is found in Pirke Aboth 1 : 7, where 
the following dictum is attributed to him : “Make unto thyself a master, and 
possess thyself of an associate, and judge every man on the scale of merit.’' 

Further, an interesting Talmudic tradition concerning the same Joshua 
appears in uncensored editions, according to which he fled into Egypt to 
escape the cruel persecution instituted by Alexander against the Pharisees, 
culminating in the crucifixion of eight hundred of that faction, circa 88 
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1 


B. C. 1 The tradition is of added interest because it connects Joshua with a 
certain ItS” whose identity with Jesus of Nazareth is generally recognized. 2 


The passage in Sank. 107b reads as follows : The rabbis taught: The left hand 
should always push away, and the right hand receive favorably. Not like Elisha, 
who drove away Gehazi with both hands, nor like Joshua b. P. who drove off Jesus 
(in the Munich MS., and in Sota nsun ie'», i. e. Jesus the Nazarene).. . . . How 
was that? When king Jannaeus killed the rabbis, R. Joshua b. P. and Jesus went 
to Alexandria of Egypt. When peace was established, Simeon b. Set ah sent a 
message to him: From Jerusalem the Holy City to thee Alexandria of Egypt, my 
sister: My husband is lodged in thee, and I sit desolate. — He (Joshua) arose, and 
came, and lodged at a certain inn, where they paid him great respect. He said: 
How fair is this inn ( aksania ). He (Jesus) said to him, Rabbi, her eyes (as though 
by aksania the landlady was meant!) are too bleary. He replied to him: Thou 
knave, thou busiest thyself with such stuff! He brought forth four hundred horns 
and excommunicated him. He (Jesus) came in his presence many a time, and said, 
Receive me; he took no notice of him. One day he was reading the Shema, Jesus 
again ^ presented himself, thinking he would receive him. He made a sign to him 
with his hand, he thought that he had utterly rejected him. He went off and erected 
a tile and worshipped it. Joshua said to him, Repent. He replied, I have been 
taught by thee that every sinner and seducer of the people can find no opportunity 
for repentance. And so it was said: Jesus bewitched and seduced and drove off 
Israel. 

It is of interest that the Jesus of our texts is given a title which be- 
came the epithet of the Nazarene Jesus with whom Talmudic tradition 
connected him: X'DX sw’, 34: 2, = ’ir/owe auri/p . Is there in this magical 
reference to Jesus b. Perahia a confusion with Jesus Christ? 

We find then in these magical bowls an independent tradition con- 
cerning an early hero of the Law, who appears as endowed with magic 
powers, and who furthermore was able to make the ascent of the soul to 


heaven. He was accordingly one of the earliest to attain that spiritual 


1 See Schitrer, GJV*, i, 288. 

3 The anecdote is found in Sanhedrin 107b = Sota 47a; cf. Jerusalem Talmud 
Flagiga, ii, 2, Sank, vi, 8. Dalman, in Laible’s Jesus Christus im Talmud?, Appendix, 
p. 8 ff., gives the texts of the first three passages, with critical apparatus, and Strack, 
Jesus, die Hdretiher u. d. Christen , 1910, § 8, gives the texts from Hagiga, and the 
Bab. Sanhedrin, Through the kindness of Dr. Julius H. Greenstone, I have also had 
access to his rare copy of the Constantinople edition, 1585, of Sanhedrin. Dalman 
quotes the Venetian editions of the two Talmuds, and the Jewish Encyclopaedia, s. v. 
“Joshua b. P.” cites the Amsterdam and Berlin edition of 1865 for the passage in 
Sota. On the criticism of the legend concerning Jesus, see Laible, p. 40 ff., and Strack, 
ad loc. The Jerusalem Talmud names Juda b. Tabai in place of Joshua (they were 
contemporaries) and omits mention of Jesus. Cf. Blau, p. 34, for some points of 
interpretation. The introduction of. Jesus is a sheer, anachronism. 
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privilege, which was the claim of apocalyptists from the author of Enoch 
down. See in general Bousset, “Die Himmelreise d. Seele,” in Archiv f. 
Rel-wissenschaft, iv (1901), 136 1 , 229 f. Such a claim is made for 
Akiba, who alone of four friends succeeded in penetrating Paradise, Hagiga 
14b (see Bousset, p. 145), and this mystical claim was asserted by the 
Kabbalists for Moses and especially for R. Ishmael; see full references 
in Bousset, p. 151 ff., cf. Graetz , Gesch. v, 231 and Joel, Aberglaube , ii, 35. 
The Talmudic tradition has unfortunately not preserved for us enough of 
the mystical side of the early teachers; Akiba could not have been alone 
in his mysticism. Joshua was possibly one of the good company of 
apocalyptists and our magic tradition may preserve a true reminiscence of 
his personality and claims. 

2. rm: plural with masc. sing, suffix, as in the texts above and in 
Mandaic. 

'ITH: s. Noldeke, Persische Stndicn, 403. 

3. '21 K2 , m sms : see to 9 : 1. I may now add the Syriac fcnnia, “earthen- 
ware figures” (of the gods), occurring in Overbeck, Bphraemi Syri . . . 
opera, 13, 1 . 24. Compare also the Assyrian puru, “bowl,” see Zimmern, 
Beitrage, 147, note k, and KAT*, 518: but my etymology contravenes that of 
Zimmern. 

KTQy: so also in No. 33; elsewhere &n:iy, tnaiy, N*nyo. 

Kinw: a duplicated form of the pronoun, found in the Syriac. 

4. .'3 : a preposition appearing in the Rabbinic dialect, not in Syriac. 

: the spelling represents the older pronunciation, the Biblical yic>\ 
'ir)aov $ , the Jacobite Yesu, over against the Nestorian Isu. 

KTinoi: Prof. Roland G. Kent, to whom I referred this word, has 
published an elaborate study of it in JAOS, 1911, 359. He comes to the 
conclusion that it means “a handwritten deterrent,” from dost, “hand” -f- 
bhtra (Sansk.), “terrifying.” The word occurs only here and in No. 33. 

5. Kntob : see to 9: 7. 

6. The same magical reference appears in No. 32. For the practice 
see the more perfect form in 9: 6. 
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rinan : a unique spelling (occurring also in the parallel, No. 33, along 
with |un), for the Syriac hennon. It is an elder form and is to be com- 
pared with the Rabbinic , see Levias, Grammar, § 95. 

7. ibn'K : corresponding to both Syriac and Rabbinic forms. 

“iDtorPK: from a denominative verb, arising from the root “IDS. Payne- 

Smith, col. 2181, gives a citation for 1D», = vinxit catenis vel compedibus, 
with which may be compared wnnDOB, actus ligationis, ib. col. 324. Also 
cf. Glossary C. 

8. : also found in 37: 11 and in Lidzbarski, Mand. Amulet , 1 . 33 
(de Vogue volume). 

fiDpasb : for the infinitive, cf. 9:8. 

pix = Syriac aikannd ; the good Syriac “ps appears in the parallel 
34: 4. What follows is not perfectly clear. By the “ancient songs” (sw 
rare in Syriac), are meant charms (i. e. carmina ), such as the master Jesus 
b. P. once used. But the following clause remains obscure because of the 
unintelligible "iLDljn. 

10. StMK: cf. the Rabbinic WS, which Noldeke (Mand. Gram., 182) 
understands as enase, not inse. (The Syriac rarely uses the plural in the 
sense of “men.” 



No. 33 (CBS 16019) 

nrDi x’ms in y^p m mmi (3) Kin in ximn mnyi xmny (2) xawi xa’aixma 
nrrnn rrxi Hnabi xmSbi (5) xaaDi 8rm &tk> prftn by xmnnai pm^y (4) 
nin^ns aianx- dwn n^i xmnnDi pm^y nnn mn (6) nmiaaox in nmxii 
t^nnn^ pnanm xap^a ia \t xav^u] xat? mnx mnx [n ia id n]inx (7) 
^]’H (9) itehn iDamx panm xnxai narnx panm iiiiai x[yixi (8) 
nj^rrsi Kana!> pn^y mtei xa!>y }a in[y panjm Rnobi xm& xaCaoi 
nmiaaDx in nmxn nrpn id pnpExi> [x.dx'i] xm^nn^ x^nn xpmp (io) 
Km^i pmx bnnai a*nn[i maxi xm]nnDin pmp’n&y n^mxi jpi (ii) 
xan nnnai &’nn mox mn iin x5> laayi tobip Xe>axi (12) mna ab x’aip 
nn’n laamaa mnmma [rtjte pax pax (13) xy mm mn’ mmm mtyn xmnnDi 
pax xna^i xn!>nna id na’api Mnam Man nnnaxi nnnaa[Dx in nmxi xa]ni 


This inscription is practically contained in No. 32, with a change in the 
name of the client, who is the same as the one in the Syriac No. 31 and 
Nos. 12, 16. 



No. 34 (CBS 9012) 

k'dk sn^H (2) 'D«b “in ppbpin pinop nnn poirir^ kdkp am ibtq 

pwin prom firmi rim nnrpKi nnm (3) nruns^ei mn p*dk aann bna 
tap kpip T« W *hdp kd'.1». kbpd p'dkp t« (4) omm P'dk ioso in topmsp 
nsn*6 np6n nast^n ante Kprn (5) omm ppdk c'nm tdk jon pnppn 
l 53 Q, rHTl P’DN (6) RflKOPI KP1D P1DNP DVUTI P'DN pn’PDKi? pyppp 

(7) Qian ppm *opp'.B3i prb» tminxn xbrDi Jmn thnov ^ypno 
jv>kp Kmty*»n r6n ■ KO'nm kp'dk wpkp nppv ^Knnav n^hd k'dk 


ni'jpi mm Hnani liiai nrum nnnn. (8). 'mn Pa ppapin prubp maea rp«p 
pamn nan (9) ppp in Kbj>p pa^tn nnppyai pjt in in«p nanra mn bam 
po’nm «anm xa’pn «na DDapaKi nty^KP «nrina. Kjprnim xSabi itoK-y 
'to «pn.m napp {a. nja fcaoSi free inp'SP (10) iw £av aypxv nw r?a 
kpu (11) TiDxa pona tntn a^v 'ipap )a.v. p^yj to’ai «nap i>yi ppyrm^ 
nnn pajnav b’nnn’y .p^D pa«' P »k Kypw kw kpswd^ Kopy xn 
tom toana raa nnm ’asa pn (12) ppbpin primp mam njapi .lain nnnaxi 
DTinrv’ni KnanD ,| ai Haim Hnaini ftm toaaai &nni nppoi *uieh!bi toa 
tom xppm xrtoi to? torn tomo ja (13) Sp.pd na m ppna ppamm 
nj anpn to topai mn /xntopi xruwa’i xm^a toaaa pomm xpaym 
pa« apno na na nana xpna na pomn to (14) 

Translation 

This bowl is designated for the sealing of the house of Mihr-hormizd 
bar Mami (2) by power of the virtue of Jesus the healer, by the virtue 
of my mighty relative. Charmed is the dwelling, and the abode (3) and 
the house and the wife and the sons and the daughters of Mihr-hormizd, who 
is surnamed b. M. ; charmed and sealed (4) even as Moses commanded 
the Red Sea and they (the waters) stood up like a wall on both sides. 
Charmed and sealed, charmed and sealed, (5) by this word which God 

(231) 
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laid upon the earth and the trees which ... their tops ; charmed and sealed 
with the seal of the mountains and heights ; (6) charmed and sealed (with 
the spell which is) in the heavens and the earth, the sun and the moon, 
the stars and (zodiacal) signs, and by the word they are charmed and 
remain in ward. In the name of (7) Michael the healer and Rofiel the 
reliever, and Gabriel the servant of the Lord. 

Charmed and sealed is all evil that is in the body of Mihr-hormizd b. 
M. (8) and in his house (and) his wife and his sons and his daughters 
and his cattle and his property and in all his dwelling, by the signet of 
Arion son of Zand and by the seal of King Solomon son of David, (9) by 
which were sealed the Oppressors and the Lathe. And we have sealed 
with the seal of El Saddai and Abraxas the mighty lord, and the great 
seal with which were sealed heaven and earth and all Demons (10) and 
foul Knots and Lathe, which contend against him. And a seal is this 
against Harm and Constraint (?), that they shall not at all enter in. And 
every Damkar and Sait and Sard are charmed by the spell of (11) fire and 
the enchainment of water until the dissolution of heaven and earth. Amen, 
Amen, Selah. Sealed and guarded be the house and wife and sons and 
property and body of Mihr-hormizd (12) b. M., and depart from him the 
Injurer and evil Dreams and the Curse and the Vow and Arts and the 
Tormentor and Damages and Losses and Failures and Poverty. 

And sealed and protected be Bahroi bath Bath-Sahde from the 
Tormentor and evil Dreams and the Curse and the Vow and Arts and 
Practices. And charmed be the Tormentor and Lilith and Ban-spirit, who 
thwarts her in her hand and foot, and may it not approach nor afflict this 
Bahroi b. B. 

Commentary 

The text is of the same order as those immediately preceding. At the 
end the charm is operated for a woman (with a Christian name), presum- 
ably the wife of the chief client of the text. 

I . pDinn ; the reading is certain, and the word is parallel to Nnonn 
in the previous inscriptions, but the formation is unique, if it be not an 
error; 'Ginn would be a Pael inf. 

A Hormizd son of Mama(i) appears in No. 15. 
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nrtDTimrpD is the same as Mitr-oharmazde, or Mihrhormuz, the name 
of the murderer of Chosroes II; see Justi, p. 216. 

2. : here applied to the sorcerer, but otherwise of God, e. g. 3: 1, 

or angels, e. g. Michael, 1 . 7. See introduction to notes on No. 32. 

(evidently so written) I take to be for TriS, “my cousin.” The 
magical tradition was handed down in the sorcerer’s family, cf. 8: II. 

= NJDtyia, but of peculiar formation. 

4. a point over tf, also in the same name in 35 : 6 — diacritical 
for e? 

The charm is the effective one used by Moses at the Red Sea, cf. Ex. 
14 : 22. See p. 64 for the magical use of such episodes. But the plural 
ItDp is a reminiscence of Josh. 3: 16, and indicates conflation of the two 
narratives. pD'J pn'nft appears to be a confusion for {irpDU v nn }D. T)D 
is Palmyrene and Rabbinic, not Edessene, but is found in neo-Syriac, 
Noldeke, Mand. Gram., § 153. 

5. rDDK'K: of laying a spell; the same verb for laying a ghost, 16: II. 
The Afel is a hebraism. Compare Is. 9: 7: “a word Yahwe has sent in 
Jacob, and it has fallen in Israel”; i. e. the magical word itself is potent. 

dil the reference of the noun is obscure as is also the meaning 

of the following verb. There may be a reference to some myth concerning 
ancient “big” trees; cf. Isaia’s denunciation of “everything high and lifted 
up,” 2: 5 ff., and especially his woe upon the cedars of Lebanon and the 
v. 13. Then v. 14 is parallel to the KtiNtni NTiD of 1 . 5 - The 
following relative clause is almost unintelligible. The root yTi is found 
only in Arabic, = “withhold, refuse.” The next word I identify with the 
Biblical ton, Is. 17: 6 (possibly, with some critics, also in Gen. 49 : 21) . 
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7. rT'VffD: a unique epithet for Raphael. It is a pan' el formation from 
i6“i, and, agreeably to the etymology of Raphael and parallel to the epithet 
applied to Gabriel, the participle is used in the sense “to relieve,” sc. the 
sick. Cf. Baba Bathra 16 b, sn'Sp 'bTK Ktyp 'W'S; “when the day is high, 
the sick man is relieved.” In the Syriac the Pael came to be used in the 
sense of “saving,” see Payne-Smith, col. 903. 

'NT n*ny .-WDIi : Gabriel is especially the messenger of Deity ; cf . Luke 
I, and Rev. 19 : 10, where the angel who calls himself crbvthvXoc with the 
apocalyptist may be Gabriel. 

8. rrva : Mandaic form. Several phylacteries for cattle are given in 
Pradel’s collection of Graeco-Italian charms; e. g. p. 18 and references, 
pp. 125, 127. An exorcism against the “seven accursed brothers” (the 
Babylonian Seven) who attack and devour the blood of the cattle, is given 
in Gollancz’s Syriac charms, p. 87. According to the Babylonian magic the 
Seven Spirits “smite both oxen and sheep” (Thompson, Sem. Magic, i, 33). 
The mediaeval belief in the ‘hexing’ of cattle still flourishes among the 
Pennsylvania Germans. 

*ttt *13 : this sorcerer’s name appears also in No. 19 : 13, 17, and 

the two passages help mutually to identify the words. 

9. KOt^y: a new species of demons, “the oppressors,” ppl. of a common 
Syriac root. 

10. NTp’y (or 'S ?): “Knots,” i. e. of magical power. The word cor- 
responds to the Arabic ‘ukdat. 

X’DD: V has usurped the radical X; cf. Noldeke, Syr. Gram., § 33 b. 

ptyntJ : Etpa. of sty, probably metaplastic for Tty . 

{nyDN : for the prosthetic vowel see Noldeke, Syr. Gram., § 51, Mand. 
Gram., § 24 (n. b. the equivalence of and 'P by, as in Mandaic). The 
word may mean ugliness or some more specific malady. Cf. the charms 
in the Greek magical papyri for obtaining good looks. 

The parallel NODp must also mean some kind of malady, and may be 
identified with the Assyrian kamtu, “misery” (Muss-Arnolt, Diet. 366), 
which is to be connected with the Hebrew and Aramaic root 1 3 Dp, 
“compress” (with dissimilation of the dental) ; probably some form of 
contortion. 
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fl^JH • s&jrp : the first word is evidently an absolute infinitive from Sby, 
plus a (= me” eld — me’ la, cf. the noun ma’ld). For this formation with 
final a, Noldeke offers a Mandaic instance, Mand. Gram., 250, last line, 
NOp'D. In the form (if * is to be read) doubling of the second radical 
appears ; cf. the Mandaic form JOTn, cited by Noldeke, ibid., 249, ad infra. 

d’g?i npDh b'S) ; all three words are obscure. The second may be 
the tT6? of the If re to Is. 28: 15, — “scourge.” The third may be the 
Rabbinic *06?, “prince, demon” ; or the Hebrew serah (also Aramaic) 


“chain, necklace,” cf. the magical Nfipjy. But diseases are apparently in- 
tended (cf. pnjQN above), and we may identify t5'6? with the Syriac Saitd, 
“eye-tumor” ( Payne-Smith, col. 4094), and Nit? with the Syriac NOE? 
(ib., 4316), “diarrhoea.” OpJOO may then be understood aas a formation 
from np3, “pierce,” of tafal form, — tankar —tamkar (cf. Delitzsch, Ass. 
Gram., § 59), == damkar. With the root meaning of perforation, cancer 
or the like may be referred to. The absolute forms are used, as proper 
names. 

11. N'D ^E? , 6?3i tnu tidn : fire and water are potent over demons. jSe?’ 6? 
is a collective form in -an. Cf. the catenis igneis in Wiinsch, Ant. 
Fluchtafeln, no. 7. 

91 *oe?c 6 ND'iy : the demons are to be bound till the end of the present 
aeon; then will begin a new order, which will include the final destruction 
of their power ; cf. 2 Pet. 3 • 12 : ovpavol irvpovpevoi ?.v^j/aav~ai] also Enoch. 

12. WT : “loss” ; see Jastrow, p. 393, Payne-Smith, col. 1118. For the 
personification of all kinds of losses, see p. 94. 

Winn : hypocoristicon of Bahram? See Noldeke, Pers . Stud., 387 ff,, 
Justi, 361 ff. 

NinD nn: “Daughter-of-the-Martyrs,” a Christian name, cf. Bar-S., in 
Asseman, Bibl. Or., ii, 403 (Payne-Smith, col. 2536), a bishop of Nineve. 
Cf. the proper names, “Son-of-Carpenters,” “Son-of-Ironsmiths,” ib. 591) 
596. 

13. 91 Nnn»E?D: ' epithets of the Lilith, who is also the Witch, who can 
“bind” the limbs of her victim; see No. 42 and p. 78. Superior points for 
the feminine suffix are used here as also in -No. 35. 

14. nnnwi: switchings by demons are a common theme of magic, see 
1 : 10; compare the Christian hagiological legends. 


iHii 
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No. 35 (CBS 16097) 

rn (3) narpxtn rniaTi nropn rmn nival (2) xnibn xnonn5> xdxb xjh pm 
xStj pi xhaxni xd'didi (4) xdddi HvnCi] xbn$ Xte? la lajnTn ’pais 
^xnip inxam n«oi im ms. (5) own xsjox am xm^xv xrmpi 
rtovuMa Juki xnvnbmb x&w uv Tasrpx pm ( 6 ) 5”xmnm !>.'»nbibi .^xm^v 
xytoi xriDi5> 5a pi R^rr-m xtis>i x^d Rm 5a p i.pdid ( 7 ) ra rDiTXD xnr 6 
bwa xra . . a x!a i[i]:pxi . . a , . n R-anmi xsja[ni ( 8 ) x]-am xe^jx. am 
a? ix.X'XJ xmpTnxrvH nxp xn. . a . „■ ( 9 ) ^xaan rppx.t^sn rpfcjav 

ramxb x-in5> rnmnmi ( 10 ) ronbjj pm xmnxi X 3 x 5 m p5>n m&a nmx nmx 
anaia m rDmxD pbjrpni tvnmvn px d 5 >$?[ 5 >] Robyb t^m 5 a p nabia m 
xnna^ai xrp!>5>i xniaiD "©non xmai xn&ibi Rss>a xapni xniarm ( 11 ) p 
nnruxi nna nbmni aaaia ra (12) raiTXs> n5> nnpn xbi r 6 rai nvxa xnimimi 

pax xmn xrmii>i RB>a xabni xn^na p tdyubd'x in 'iim rawi fmi 

Translation 

Appointed is this bowl for the sealing and guarding (2) of 
the house and sons and property and body of Maiducht (3) bath 
Kurnboi, that she may be guarded from Demons, Plagues and Devils 
and Satans (4) and Seducers and Diaboli, and from any Vows 
and Invocations and Rites of mankind; in the name of (5 ) arsi, 
ardi and mdri; Michael and Muriel and Saltiel and Mantariel and 
Hithmiel. (6) And they were commissioned along with Moses to 
wardship, and they will guard this Maiducht b. (7) K. from all 
hostile Devils and affrighting Demons, and from every Curse and Vow of 
mankind, of men (8) and of women, and of Idol-spirits who (are known) 
and who are not (known) by name. And in the name of . . ., Hamariel 

and Sariel (9) of Yah-Adon-Kamya • nay a, 0, 0! Commanded, 

commanded is it in the name of these angels and letters which will guard 
(id) and seal this Maiducht b. K. from everything evil, for the ages 
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forever, Amen. Sealed and guarded is Maiducht b. K. from (n) the 
Tormentor and evil Dreams and the Curse and the Vow ; and charmed 
the Tormentor and Lilith and Ban-spirit who thwarts her in her hand and 
foot; and may it not approach Maiducht (12) b. K. 

And guarded be the house and wife and son and property of Dinoi 
son of Ispandarmed from the Tormentor and evil Dreams and the Curse 
and the Vow. Amen. 

Commentary 

Largely a replica of No. 34. It is made out for the wife of the client 
of No. 33, who is himself given a little space at the end. 

1. : noun of intensive formation; cf. the charm elg tfipovpijffiv, 
Reitzenstein, Point. 292. 

2. nmTKD: for the the first element Mai see Justi, p. 187. The name 
also appears in the unpublished No. 16093. 

3. 'UD 13 : cf. KuQaiog, TZvficu, lioppafig , JUsti, p. 165. 

4. ND'DID : (a plural-point is not visible) a peculiar formation, evidently 
to be connected with the theme DID, kdd, “go astray” — hence “seducing 
spirits,” corresponding to the words before and after. The form may be 
explained as a Pi‘lel participle, with rejection of prefix. Cf. 2 Ki, 22 : 
19 ff., and the rtvebpaoiv irXavoig ml SiSaamXtaig Saifioviav of I Pint. 4 : I- 

some of the characters are uncertain, but the word is suf- 
ficiently clear. It appears in Syriac only (in the singular in -os) in the 
Arabic lexicons ; see Payne-Smith, col. 868. 

Nirnp: evidently the same as the common Kmp. Notice the distinction 
made here between diabolic arts and human machinations. 

5 . For the assonance, see p. 61. Letters and angels are practically 
the same ; see p. 99. Of these angels, Nuriel is one of the archangels (also 
Uriel), Mantariel and Hithmiel are unique, Saltiel is listed by Schwab as 
a form of Saltiel. These were Moses’ guardian angels, and so can be 
effective for the present client. 



No. 36 (CBS 2933) 

»ni>iBp ma \ti (2) nv . . ’'pBhnR «■< ... [kd]«3 ton pp . . , 
'Rjj ifipfi '3 mp rjC'd] ijni>b i?v mm (3) Rn» . . . wp to vm pis bib 
3HH mmz Rirh by nby bw «^n '*? an' (4) jp-voi. rwnb . . .01 ^ p»r 
timrmv WJnoD Rnpnoi jSnnno'sn *on3 (5) aptm r^pi Rrppun hb ppn 
sp'pi })rmnD’s6 &o }Vnn (6) itoRbp prpbTp to pia R;mitD 

[RbKbppbni (7) '•dtp to piQ sntj»’n Rnn '3pa« nn ^ a'm am'i prrmN^ 

-pp i ’kwr xmpj m . ... RB'ba Ronn Ran to m) 

ni>D t'OK po[R] (8) n.moi 


Translation 

... designated is this bowl . . . turned away . . . (2) of that Murderess, 
daughter of Murderess. Go away, go away, and depart from before ... 
The lord (3) Sames (the Sun) has charged me against thee, Sin (the 
Moon) has sent me, Bel has commanded me, Nannai has said to me, and 
. . . . . and Nirig (Nergal) (4) has given me power to go against the evil 
spirit, against Dodib, whom they call the Strangler, who kills the young 
(5) in the womb of their mothers, and they are called /‘Slayer/’ and their 
fathers “Destroyer.” Go from the presence of these holy angels (6) that 
sons may come to birth to their mothers and little children to their fathers. 
Because he has given me a name by which .1 shall drive thee forth, Evil 
Spirit. Go from the presence of (7) [these angels] and depart from this 
engraved seal, and go to the bridal chamber and eat. ..; moreover drink 
a libation and [depart from . . . daughter of . . .]-izduch and her .... (8) 
Amen, Amen, Selah. 


Commentary ' 

This inscription has a twofold interest. Its magic purpose is the 
insurance of a bride against the goblin which would destroy her powers of 
motherhood ; the evil spirit is invited to go to the bridal chamber and there 
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partake of a certain food and drink, which it Is to be presumed, would in 
some way incapacitate his powers ; the text is badly obscured, but enough 
survives to recall the book of Tobit and the charm Raphael performed 
against the demon which haunted the chamber of Tobias's bride. Magic is 
full of this lilith witch who destroys love; for an early instance, cf. the 
Makki- series, iii, i if.: “The witch ..... who robs the love of the 
enamored man, ... of the enamored maid, hooking at her he feels her 
lascivious charm. She looks on the man and takes away his love ; she looks 
on the maid and takes away her love." Cf. Nos. 13, 28. 

The other feature of interest is that the charm is given as though from 
the old pagan deities, the lord Sanies, Sin, Bel, Nannai, and Nirig, the an- 
cient Nergal, All these except Nannai survived as evil spirits, — the spirits 
of the seven planets— in the Mandaic religion (see Norberg, Onom., s. vv.), 
but the present charm confesses their benevolent power and is also without 
any Mandaic trace. (This more antique aspect of these deities appears in 
the early Mandaic amulet published by Lidzbarski, in the de Vogue volume, 
where, 1 . 247 ff., “Samis, Bel, Nirig and Kewan have strengthened him.”) 
It is a relic of the religion which survived to a comparatively late date in 
Harran. The charm is given in the form of an oracle from these deities 
according to ancient magical use; see p. 100. For these Syrian deities see 
the list given by Jacob of Sarug, edited by Martin, ZDMG, xxix, 110-131, 
and in general for the material Chwolson, d. Ssabier u. d. Ssabismus (1856). 
For the use made by the Harranian pagans of “.magic, conjurations, knots, 
figures, amulets,” etc., see Chwolson’s extract from the Fihrist, ibid., ii, 
21 ; for their use of oracles, p. 19. 

1. Tsnnx: n for n, see § 6. 

2 . For the demon’s artificial names, see p. 77. 

2 f. K'HD: in the Mandaic 'JHK is the epithet of the Sun, e. g. Ginza 
r., p. 23, 1 . 15, ed. Peterman; for cf. Mandaic 

WD: 1 is more likely than *1, and we obtain a form of Sin in the Syriac. 
The Mandaic has both pD and NTD. 

'2 : a dialectic form of b’2 (Mandaic). For analogies in neo-Punic 
names ('2, 'JO, in), see Ridzbarski, Handbuch , 289; CIS, Inscr. phoen., 
no. 869; and in Syriac the deity Beducht (Bel’s or Beltis’s, daughter), see 
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discussion in G. Hoffmann, Ausziige aus sy rise hen Akten persischer 
Martyr er (Leipzig, 1880), 151 ff. 

'KID : the ancient Babylonian goddess Nanna (see Jastrow, Religion 
' Babylonians u. Assyrians i, 76 ff., 252, 266), daughter of Sin. See at length 

for the later character of this deity G. Hoffmann, A us Bilge, 130 ff., 15 iff. 

(for later literature, Roscher’s Lexicon, s. v. “Nana”). She combined both 
Venus- and Diana-like characteristics, and thus appears on coins with a 
crescent on her head {ibid., 152). This lunar characteristic doubtless ex- 
, plains the gender of the deity in our text, where as the verb shows, he is 

masculine. In his history the moon god has vacillated between the two 
genders, and while in later religion the moon’s character has generally been 
defined as female, nevertheless in the Harraniati religion the moon was 
<; androgynous; see the excursus by Chwolson in his Ssabier, i, 399 ff. 

Ll 'l (Hence the Latin writers express this Mesopotamian deity by Limns.) It 

may be noticed that in the reference to Antiochos Epiphanes’ raid upon the 
ilhf temple of TSavaias in 2 Mac. 1 : 13, 15, there is found in the Alexandrine 

) i Codex the masculine variant 

j 4. 2'in : the name is obscure, probably equivalent to twafiiD, 37: 10, 

fil 2- V. " ' 

KlVpEin: the normal feminine of this formation, as against W&iBp. The 
same evil spirit, xnpun ndn, “Strangling Mother” (of babes) appears twice 
in Gollancz’s Syriac charms, pp. 81, 83 (in Actes of the nth Congr. of 
Orientalists, sect. 4). And the like epithet is found in the Greek amulet 
published by Reitzenstein, Poimandres, 298, for Baskania, the Lilith-witch, 
who is charged with the same murderous functions: 6p«fw ere, ’ZrpayyaMa wo- * 

?.{)fiop^)£, 1) ewepxo/isvij swl rd /zuepa waiSia, 7 }ng &x ei G X tl P a aiSripav ml a'vpeig rd watSla ml 

kMwtus av~a Kal teIevtSxhv. And there follow immediately “the names of the holy 
angels,” just as these are referred to in 1 . 5. See notes on No. 42. With 
'SrpayyaMa cf. the demoniac, maladies wviyaMw and wauhwvUrpia cited by 
Roscher, Bphialtcs, 55, 59. 

NpEVt = XpTTT 3 J: 10, NpYi 18: 6, with assimilation of the dental to p. 

KnpnDl : Mandaic form of the fern. pi. The best interpretation of the 
line is that the mischief wrought to the embryo was charged to the parents 
who so gained the ill-fame of infanticides. Cf. Ginza ii, 98 (ed. Norberg) : 
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"hence have arisen the abortive ones who make abortions and destroy the 
foetus.” The epithets are in the singular, being used distributively. 

5. pbn : i. e. the deities mentioned above; see above pp. 97, 99. 

6. jVTiJ : “come to the birth.” Cfi Rabbinic “midwife,” and the 

Syriac Afel used of the function of midwives, e. g. Peshitto to Ex. 1 : 16. 

an' NBBH: the antecedent is uncertain; probably the charm has been ab- 
breviated. 

7 . xa'DJ : for ? Of. 1 1 : 8. 

mnb bnx : the 'n ‘ 2 is the common Syriac term for the marriage 
chamber, or the nuptials in general. The imperative is apparently addressed 
like the preceding imperative to the demon who is bidden to go, if she dare, 
to the wedding, and there partake of the magic foods prepared against her. 

NJTipJ : the Syriac n e kaya, “libation.” 

'KWH: the spelling represents the Syriac fern. impr. 

01 inp . probably a Persian feminine name in - duck , the bride’s 
name to be filled out here. The following word is obscure, the missing rad- 
ical may be b. 
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nrm[i nw] nnniK nnsipD’Ki nnC’ni] (2) wo-victo «niD]xb kd «3 wn te[t»] 
... (4) hh'a o[']n[n] . . . [n]3 nb pirrn nbriL*n bi3i] (3) . . . [n]T3 
■ kjk pin amm «t« . . . (5) «y[iK ni] pap &['}» m kw n «nb«i nnb'D b'nnTiB>» 
kij 3 bia byi wnnanai (6) . . * [byi «nb3]3D byi itenn 'by mivin bi3 by *io’k 
k&kjuvq xns'pn «mbb bis 5>jn , . * (7) [fi]T.B> bis byi Krnno'K byi ttfBin bjn 
pnS arm «3«btt ’’mi «b. ... . .♦ (8) . . . nb; nrn . bspoi W'ino psb . . . mn 
xVDty kdSjtm ruby *onx «... (9) nb pbopi pb'p fiimp xmm nstdii fiib’y 
wn RpriSb «.s. . . (10) ♦ . ♦ m «in kpwdi kw b’sm b’3« wron ym 
. . . tpm p5m« b . . . «»b^ *nprhb kji Kin rn^nb. arnsK ahpn'o wunsi 
..KWD1 . . .3 K3T Kpbw K1JPD1 KPDp'J fcnihp'K pi fhnyi Knb« |p K&br. . . (11) 

Kim «b’3n 

Translation 

Designated is this bowl for the [salvation and] healing (2) of the house 
and threshold, the wife, [the sons and] daughters, the cattle, (3) [and all 
that] is his, and whatsoever shall belong to Zaroi son of ... . , (4) . . . con- 
firmed by the virtue of the word of God, the Mystery of heaven and the 
Mystery of the assembled waters and the Mystery of earth, (5) ... of this 
house I will enjoin all that is in it, — Arts and the Tormentor (?) (6) . . . 
[and the Image-spirits] of idolatry, and all the Legions and the Amulet- 
spirits and the Ishtars and all the Demons . . . (7) . . . and all mighty Liliths. 
A word ... I declare unto you, which receiving . . . the mysteries of 
Angels in wrath coming against him and with sabres and sword standing 
before him and ready to kill him. (9) ... against the word heard (?). 
He sits in the house, eating and devouring, drinking and quaffing, ... (10) 
[a slayer of ?] children is he, and Master named; ..... is he, and Jinn ( ?) 
named. Peace . . . your father ... (11) ... Peace from the male Gods and 
from the female Ishtars. And victorious peace is set in . . . , and destruction 
is set in the fire ... 

(242) 
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Commentary 

A badly mutilated bowl with much of the inscription illegible. It is of 
pagan origin ; in the name of God the Mystery of heaven, water and earth, 
it concludes with a pax vobiscum from the gods. The expression “victorious 
peace, 1 . n, recalls the standing Mandaic doxology, “Life is victorious,” and 
the threefold division of the universe may be from the same source. The 
charm is against a murderous house spirit and is in part parallel to No. 36; 
here the demon is masculine and is represented as carousing upon the blood 
of his victims. The quarterings of the circle or seal in the center contain 
letters of the Tetragrammaton — apparently ri\ 

1. fcODVi: a Persian word noted by the native Syriac lexicographers, 
and neo-Syriac; also in Pognon B. See Noldeke, Syr. Grant., 127. 

3. Tit : cf. Zaroes, name of a Magian, and Zaroi, in Firdausi; the 
present spelling substantiates Zar- against other readings ; see Justi, p. 383. 

4. name of the Light-King in the later Mandaic religion; see 
Brandt, Mand. Rel ,, 47. For his following epithet as the Mystery of heaven 
and earth, cf. “the Great Mystery,” who is the helper of Hibil-Ziwa in his 
descent to hell, Ginza r., p. 140, ed. Petermann ; see Brandt, Mand. Schr., 143. 
For the pip K’to cf. Gen. 1 : 10. Other “gods” are named below. 

7. 01 resumes 1. 5. 

8. nxi: either in appositional sense, Ntfcn used like fcOD’X, see p. 
p. 86, or H refers to the magical rites conjuring the angels who are called 
upon against the evil spirit. 

: the Rabbinic-Mandaic preposition of plur. form, ‘elawe, but 
with suffix attached as to a singular form; cf. rm, “his sons.” 

9. : for NiTDtr: the incantation heard? The following ppls. repre- 
sent the carousing of the demon over the flesh and blood of his victims. 
These realistic descriptions were in themselves regarded as prophylactic. 
Vsft appears to be denominative verb from a noun in 'Dy formed to rhyme 
with fj'SK. 

10. xnnnio = rrvn, a perversion, in 36: 4. The word corresponds to 
the actual Syriac fcOiHD tabescere faciens, Payne-Smith, col. 831. 

KJ.J : probably jinn, see p. 80. 

J 1213 X : Mandaic “your father ” 


. ; ; ; ■" 


is: 
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intowm (3) npRm rmi njR'rai nkrm mn (2) np'ri t*n'tbi' tnt Toy 
prjr nn’DV npRini imi niRp riridi pryii ps (4) rpwpi nnm rprjri 
nn^'Da rprshs’ (6) pp’tsq ropJ’pi tpr^'w prta prjr rp’W ^rjr 1 (5) 
R«n rt^ri (7) ppprbi P'rtrii rd-r^o- (erasure rp'^) .'.Rahaai nmpsi 
B>oy bn rdr^d 'Riijm (8) Ropmi rpb'ppi RPtny RPir^RT r^pi ROim 
RpRipDyi (9) Rnrppai R’p[nBi] Rmayi rti^r .pnjps wyov n^b : $y k iNnRi> 
mva ? [oi] (sic) rp^th joi RjvnJtti. nia rmjirtti rurd rtiroi jprijb jo 
R0JRDD1 R0HD1 RTD1/ pPRiJVn fDl pPRJl JD1 JPRM JD1 p'[R1RT] (10) |01 HD1R |01 
n^pwi Rp*mity pip bp «o[n^ni] (11) '.. . . p^rpt . , iri R'nrn ripdj; r^ih 
pnpRninoi r^rjri p^ma r^wt Rnoin pn^ia [R’jT-oy “irdr 'pRpRa 
R'PiPRi Rpivtpn *in Raison nii^R'nin rjproi rb'di Rt^aai r^jii rtdp (12) 
pa rp^i-wpi rrup^ r’Pipri (13) . . rpwpi rm RiiiRmn riirti mjrb 
P'rirt^i jPRijai’ n^inn rpiop rprqppii Rnnsn rpidr rirt r'pi 'riii 
[).].» ppbrjIp p^Rh p^nsa r^rj[r^i (14) pp]rwp5p i[iprj]^i p’RJiip 
npRjaSi p’Roy pRin. [na RpTrppn^i Rppipn run r’uirht rpirtti ririro 
■■Exterior ■ 
p" mp (15) 


Translation 

Charmed, armed and equipped are the house, (2) the dwelling and 
mansion and barn, and the sons and daughters, (3) and the cattle and house- 
hold vessels of Hinduitha (4) bath Dodai and (of) Marada, even her 
husband and her sons and daughters. 

Charmed art thou, (5) Lilith Yannai, and all thy Broods, even the three 
hundred and sixty (6) Broods, by the word and command of the angel 
Negoznai, by the mysteries and ordinance (7) of the living God, in the name 
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of the virtue of strong and mighty Deity, and by the seal (8) of the angel 
Be'odai, whose word none transgresses. 

Charmed are all the Gods and Temple-spirits and Shrine-spirits and 
Idol-spirits (9) and Ishtars from the body of Marabba and Zadoye and 
Dazaunoye sons of Hinduitha, and from Hinduitha and from her house and 
her bed and from (10) their [wives] and their sons and their daughters 
and their cattle. 

Charmed and confined and restrained and hobbled is the mighty Istar 
..... (11) and the three hundred and sixty Broods, which I have dismissed 
from her one after the other. 

Charmed are all the Amulet-spirits that dwell in the houses of men and 
waste them; (12) charmed and hobbled and suppressed and covered and 
squeezed under the foot of Marabba bar Hinduitha and under the foot of 
Zadoye and Dazaunoye sons of Hinduitha, (13) and under the foot of 
Hinduitha b. D. And life, abundance, health and arming and sealing and 
protection be to their body, and their wives and their sons and their daugh- 
ters and their cattle (14) and the people of their houses, both those entering 
and departing with Marabba and Zadoye and Dazaunoye sons of Hinduitha, 
and with Hinduitha b. D. their mother, and her daughters. 

Exterior 

(15) Holy (?) ..... 

Commentary 

For the language and script of this and the following Mandaic bowls, 
see § 7. 

A charm executed in behalf of a certain woman and her husband. The 
sons with their families are included by name. The charm is particularly 
addressed against a specified lilith, with whom “the mighty Istar” who is 
named later, may be identical. 

1. “House, dwelling,” etc.: these four terms occur in Lidzb. 4 and 5. 
The brsvi (which is found in the Mandaic literature in the original meaning) 
is here reduced from the sense of “temple, palace,” as in Babylonian, to that 
of a private mansion. The word also appears in Hyvernat, 1 . 15. In 40: 4, 
KJiOj'a is the cattle-barn ; in general perhaps “outbuilding.” 
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2 . rm for the plur. \v. suffix, see Noldeke, Mand. Gram., § 144. 

3 . snN'U'pn : “cattle” ; it occurs in the sense of “wild beast,” in 39 : 6 ; 
singular XITpn. 

ND&ON : the singular would be the equivalent of the Assyrian anu, 
“vessel,” == Heb. 'JS and Arabic ind un . The word is otherwise unknown in 
Aramaic, having been replaced by the derivative man. In the Talmud vessels 
are favorite abodes of the demons. One is tempted to regard the word as 
a plural of fcOy, “sheep,” but for the following “of the house.” 

xnwn: i. e. “Indian woman”; cf. run, nJ'n, 24: 1; 40: 16. 

4. Nos. 15, 21.— mar , “lord” + Adda; a form of 

■Hadad; ■■or. the first element may be the deity Mar, Bir, etc. (see Clay. 
Amurru , 95), so that the name is equivalent to the ancient Damascene name 
Tirm (as in Pognon’s Zakar inscription), the Biblical Benhadad. With 
inexact construction, M. is the husband. For 1 . . .4 = “both, and,” cf. 
1, 14. 

6. ’’SOt'iJJ : so the probable reading. Notice from the erasure that 
“lilith” and “angel” are interchangeable titles for this being. Cf. the Lilith 
'tuna , 40: 17. 

jinpKS: of same root as xmps, with assimilation of 1 with n; see 
Noldeke, p. 44. The original formation is that of the Syriac noun pdkadtd. 

8 . 'KTiya- a corruption of ? — For sniay and spans' see p. 72 f. 

The second word is supplied from 40: 4. 

9. 1. 14 in 1. 12 with the second K caretted ; an old theo- 

phorous name = ax -f- id (or xaa -(- “i» ?) • 

: Persian Zadoe, see Justi, p. 378, quoting a name of the fifth 

century. 

iWltfp : Persian name of a Syrian monk of the seventh century, ibid. 
82. 

10. original root DDD (see Noldeke, § 45) ; the verb is found in 
the bowls of Pognon and Lidzbarski, and defines the word as used in the 
Mandaic literature, thus relieving Noldeke’s doubt. Cf. a like series of 
passive ppls. at end of Lidzb. 4. 
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twi: a denominative from ban, = Rabbinic bun . cf. the Arabic 
ragala, “strike, tie (a sheep) on the foot.” The word occurs in Lidzb. 4. 

11. nbp’atJk the passage is identical with 40: 22, except for the latter’s 

reading, “which I have dismissed from him” ; the present text is to 

be so interpreted. For the form see Noldeke, § 170. 

pnbxxiriD ■= 40: 23. For the fem. pi. in K, see ibid., 162. 

12. HE'D — tfSmo, cf. ibid. 63; the Pael in 7: 17. 

ioriXD : I can suggest only the root py, found in the Rabbinic ptoy, 
“olive-press”; but according to Noldeke, § 45, y is persistent in Mandaic. 

i'Wixnm : error by dittography for 'HI . 

13. N’TW : the Assyrian sasu, abundance”, Muss-Arnolt, Ass. Hwb. 
i, 277, and identical with the Targumic NtNT, “foliage,” Targum Job 14: 9. 
An archangel Zaziel appears in a papyrus published by Wessely, xlii, 65, 
1. 42. 

NrixDhn : for xnroxnn . 

14. N'ttNH : with change of construction from the preposition by ; cf. 
Noldeke, § 222. — For omission of relative after run see p. 39. 

15. (Exterior) np is sure, perhaps trip. 
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ninyh (3) nno^ai [fi]“i3fi.i . . .si n^mn (2) amtMi xnsnn[i x]nmti xniDx 
xnx^^ ktdjj nS>na khds anno »n'oy (4) antn n[a nolyi kdtdi njDxni 
xnx^!> [kYJ'djm. K'B>[«nn] ansn win «n*D» tnxasn Kn«5>a>wa (5) 
(7) wjkd s'B»'a s'tyjs [sw]n sn'oy xnatpanin wmapu (6) 

irn (8) ttvyipi snro xnrn wm/hi w»['D]xn x'Dxri natm twa : wfeni 
prp^ wpoy wun na wain [n]oy[n Kjoran njtaxai niny p wirn 
jKTpy nnxnx ns xnxm KM^wnwmn KjvW> XTDy wm'fj.ba (9) nbw»KT»n 
«iD«n waKtfhai -we^na xbxToxihKn byfi xrmirxD (10)' Kronen pr6ia 
arnox Din . . . [Ka]l>D i>pi> (11) xn[pn]y:i we'nm wTDy xoxD'xn 

ns [awn n]pyh (12) [sDnlnan r^Kme^i njDxni> nb'inn an»nm xnnxn 

[an] an 

Translation 

Health and arming and sealing and protection (2) be for ... and the 
body and soul (3) and the unborn child and womb of Bardesa whose 
mother is the daughter of Dade. (4) Charmed are the Sorcery-spirits in 
stocks of iron; charmed the Lilith (5) in chains of lead; charmed the 
empoisoning male Devils and charmed the empoisoning female Liliths; 
(6) charmed [the arts of?] evil men and hostile Beasts, (7) and evil 
Mysteries and the (magic) Circle of malignant Masters and Sages and 
Doctors, and the melting of Wax figures (8) of him who is alive: from the 
unborn child and womb of Bardesa whose mother is Terme b. D. 

Charmed the Lilith that appears to her (9) in ... ; charmed the Lilith 
that appears to her in [shape?] of Tata her sister’s daughter; charmed all 
the defiling Ghosts (10) that have entered, which appear to her in Dreams 
of night and in Visions of day; charmed and sealed with the seal of (11) 
King Solomon. 

Again: Health and arming and sealing be for the womb and’ the 
parturition of Bardesa (12) whose mother is Terme b. D. 


^ ^ % : ■ 

lllllllftft 
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Commentary 

A charm for a pregnant woman. I may compare the mortuary incan- 
tation published by me in JAOS, 1911, 272, no. 1, which includes prayers 
for the unborn child, nbiy, of the petitioner. From 1. 4 the present charm 
is very similar to that in Pognon A. 

2. NHSO: so in Pognon B, in Lidzb. 5, yifctt; a feminine form in -e, cf. 
tf'Wn, 1. 8 (the mother’s name, overlooked here). Cf. mtn, 12: 2. 

4. K'nriD: also Pognon A. In the Mandaic appear the fcoriND, “sorcer- 
ers,” Norberg, Onom., no. For the meaning cf. Ass. sdhiru; in this sense 
the root is not otherwise found in Rabbinic and Syriac. 

'fi KHKD : Pognon’s text, K'*nKD (to be cited to Noldeke, § 89, ia), 

5. trusriK: the Syriac was used for “lead” and “tin,” according to 
the Syriac lexicographers, who postulate a distinction between abdrd and 
abrd, or abdrd and ebdrd but dispute which -word is applied to which metal 
(Payne-Smith, col. 19). Both lead and tin were used in magic, the former 
especially in the naradeafioi , like the love-charm from Hadrumetum, the 
Cypriote defixiones (SPBA, xiii, 160, etc.), and cf. Index to Wesselv, xlii, 
fiSXiBov, et scq.; tin was equally used, like all the metals, ibid., moairepivdv, 
and a case in the Testament of Solomon where tin is atropaic, JQR, ix, 584. 
Hence we cannot positively decide whether our abar is lead or tin; but the 
weight of the former metal may better suit the symbolism of the language. 
— As to the meaning of the Assyrian abar Assyriologists are at variance. 
Lenormant, in tSBA, vi, 337 f., 346, argues correctly from the alloy 
mentioned in iv R no. 2, rev. 17, that abar = lead and anaku = tin. How- 
ever Sayce, Archaeology of the Cuneiform Inscriptions, p. 60, denies that 
the Sumerian or Assyrian word for tin is known. Lyon, in his Keilschrift- 
texte Sargons, S3, 82, makes anaku =■ lead (eft. Heb. ”pN) and leaves abar 
untranslated. Hilprecht and Haupt, on basis of chemical analysis, find 
that abar is used of magnesite, Hilprecht, Assyriaca, 80 ff ., 83. rnay, 
the Hebrew equivalent of the Aramaic inaK, is “lead.” The Syriac ’an e ka 
is “tin,” whereas its Hebrew equivalent 13 s, “plummet” rather suggests 
the heavier metal lead. The Plebrew for “tin” is which however 
in Zech. 4 : 10 may rather be “lead*” This confusion between lead and tin 


250 


UNIVERSITY MUSEUM. BABYLONIAN SECTION. 


p. nigrum is lead, and p. candidum tin; see Pliny H. N ., xxxiv, 47 (ed. 
Weise, 1841); so also in Arabic. The different vocalizations ’abrd and, 
may vs. ’abdrd, and Heb. ’anak vs. Syr. 3 dn e ka, appear to be attempts at 
differentiation, may, apparently ‘lead,” appears in W. T. Ellis’s bowl-text, 
which I have edited in JAOS, 1912, 434. 

5. : amendment after Pognon’s parallel, but with the form 
found in 1. 6. 

; an inadvertent repetition. 

6 . NnNtyNTin for the adjectival formation, see Noldeke, Mand . Gram., 

§ 105. 

N'ONVn : possibly absolute pi. {-d from -an) ; or a raasc. plural form, cf. 
K'lDVn, 38: 11. 

7. “iNtri: (n. b. construct) for *1 NT n , as in Nnai, see Noldeke, ibid., 
§ 46. I interpret the word of the magic circle, part of the dreaded arts of 
the necromancer ; see p. 88. 

01. N-JN2T : sorcerers are by tradition “Doctors.” 

N' , 'T'pT N'T^D: ‘12 may be inf. Peal of &nty,: or better, in agreement with 
the context, Pael ppl. plur; i. e. “dissolution,” or “dissolvers.” ‘\> is “wax” 
in Rabbinic, “pitch” in Syriac and Mandaic, at least according to the refer- 
ences in Payne-Smith and Norberg. “Pitch” might be the translation here, 
but comparing the plural with the Greek Kt/poi and the Latin cerai, I have 
related the word to the well-known use of wax in Hellenistic magic. Any 
plastic substance might be used for these simulacra of the enemy in 
Babylonian sorcery. Tallquist enumerates clay, pitch, honey, tallow, dough 
(Maklu, 19, and see his note to ZAL. LU, p. 119) ; so also Fossey, Magis 
ass., 80. Wax does not seem to be identified among those substances, 
though Jastrow and Thompson speak of wax as used. Assyrian ktru or 
kirn (see Muss-Arnolt, p. 432) = pitch. Is the Latin-Greek word from 
the same origin, the term having undergone extensive modification in 
meaning? Its etymology is uncertain, see A. Walde, Lateinisches etymolo- 
gisches WdrterbucJt, 1910, r. v. cera. For the use of wax in western magic, 
see the ample notes and bibliography in Abt, Die Apologie d. Apuleius , 82. 

N'm in: cf. the isolated instance given by Noldeke, p. 344. 
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8. K'OTn: the first letter is conjectured from a mere remnant; possibly 

8 epfiia 2 

g. In this line a definite family ghost appears. NDim is used in like 
sense in earlier bowls, e. g. y : 14. The word before Xfixn is unintelligible. 

snap : cf. the feminine name Tata in Strassmeier, Inschriftcn von 
Darius, no. 25, 12; also Tatta-dannu, Strassmeier, Inschriftcn von Nabon- 
idus, no. 343, 8, and Tatu, etc. in Johns, Assyrian Deeds, 450, Clay, BE, x, 
Glossary; ’bnb 25: 1. 

10. xnws'D: I connect this, as a participle, with the root pD, Arabic 
sana, which does not appear as a verb in Syriac; from it comes the Syriac 
s e yand, “dirt,” and with the same is to be connected the Hebrew pND, 
“shoe.” The same word, masc. and fern., occurs in Pognon A, p. 40, which 
he would derive from fcOb “hate,” but without 'explanation of the form. 



No. 40 (CBS 2971) 

nntmi misn (3) nm nisri ,rnaa5>' n^inn snnri (2) snioxi mmi iv>kdti »>2 
mjyi aim snin mion anmommi mm:p3[i] (4) nimm mm nrptui anaapiJ 
..♦..mm (6) imbm'DiDi n'at^K mm id Bm«[na] 13 iindsxi (5) nnm 


ra mmo is srimW . . . mmn sma wane 13 iikds H 3 K 33 iiaammni ( 12 ) 
. * . smoji is Nnonm «nnn amom mm id naana 13 (13) iikds nrpwa 
mm mom Kamjm nJorn mm (14) nrpxai «rj«npi3 nnmni mw [rm] 
mis'? 15) n[!m]nn xnmm mm id OiaanD 13 nxDami m]m mmn sw 
niomi mni nn'wi K[nx3pu] nnxm mian nm 
Exterior 


ana’ i rmi mmi moa masi n^inn mom mm id mm ns mnmmn (16) 
la hkd3ki (17) nnmammi namami n^ami [mm rovaai Knxapu nnmiai] 
pn'sn Nonbm ... [Kfimnoy] im^iai mrn!>^ >mh3 rwaa nmoy mm id pusna 
mni ... immpsai mm t6tt imStna ksk^d 'Kana nna ns nnbaa (18) Nnmrw 
mimy hv 1K3«> tmy ^isi ks*6d mni manna Ksmn (19) 'mm nmV 

Idi mm |o.i mas id KnmmD'y[i] ( 20 ) mamsi mmayi . . . [mn^« irn^a] 
in nKDaKi ru[m:'3 idi] ni>[3m jbi mi]i idi nn['ma jb]i nnma idi naa 
pn'^i mr6r\) . . . [m]DV Kb'[a]ii ndiddi kdDidi K]imy BiaxnD (21.) 
miKsn miDm imina [mimy imY]x nanaa . . j n^p'acy[i] (22) wiKanw 
...KhinDi mm?D Kfi'oi ...[K]tymai [«!»aii x]-pp[y] n^ainD[i] (23) n^mmn 
31 nnma (25) «[nx]3pu nnmai mian naai . . . mn rniaai (24) ma[a id] 
«"n id wiaKna “in [n«D3K]i nnma[m']n {sic) namami n^a[mi n]im 

imam mmi (26) 

Translation 

In the name of Life! — that health (2) and armament be to the body 
and wife and male sons (3) and female daughters, and the house and 
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i . With the same invocation begin the sections of the Ginza, also some 
of Pognon’s bowls. 

xniDKV: for 1 of purpose, see the like phrase in Pognon, e. g. no. 14, 
and Noldeke, Mand. Gram., $ 293. 

4. XJXU'Q: as the regimen shows, the barn. 

i. e. hemrd, also cited by Syriac lexicographers, see Payne-Smith, 
ad Joe., and used as a collective plural, Noldeke, Syr. Gram., 91. The follow- 
ing .word was written «mn, 0 was then caretted above, and finally the word 
rewritten, 

NKJj? ; to be added to Noldeke’s instances, Mand. Gram., § 68, and now 
found in Sachau’s recently published papyri from Elephantine, My is found 
in names of certain goat-species, Payne-Smith, col. 2934. 

NiTtn : for 'Vn, cf. Noldeke, ibid., § 47. The word is used like the 
Talmudic nvn . “private property,” see Jastrow, Diet., s. v. In 1. 14 it is 
supplemented apparently by K v, n, = “livestock.”. 

5. n«D3 : evidently an old Persian name in Koseform; cf. A*seri, 
Xsayarsa, Artaksathra, Justi, pp. 12, 173, 34. The X in oxn, here and again 
below, represents the vowel of the prefix, before the vowelless first radical. 

^Mxntt = Meh = Mithra, plus Anos, a Persian genius, Justi, pp. 208, 
17. 

K"n p : the long period which this phrase concludes is paralleled below. 

Jia^x : this ancient and full form of the preposition appears in Pognon 
B, but not in Noldeke, under § 159. 

6. imn xi?x: cf. 1. 18, umn xbx {vx^xti. 'x = the preposition just noted, 
and is used uniquely with a verb of swearing, where in the Semitic 2 
is found. Cf. the Greek M, representing, as in the English “swear on the 
Bible,” the primitive action of laying the hand on the sacred object. 

16. 'nine ? — 17. 'tuna: cf. noroj, 38: 6. 

18. This antagonism of Buznai’s granddaughter to herself is evidently 
a case of casting out devils by Beelzebub. The sorcerer affects that he has 
received from one of her brood the proper charms by which to bind her. 
Observe interchange of xoxbtt with xrp^. 
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it which is upon,” i. e. “by the adjuration of” Life, 
sition, see Noldeke, § 231 b. For the phrase, see 


. with fPN — , set ibid., § 146. 
:minine is demanded. 


with the Syriac ; cf. xririD, 16: 6; in the Ginza, 


same doxological formula in Pognon, B, no. 22, 





APPENDIX 


No. 41 (CBS 179) 

This text is unique, 1 being inscribed on the top of a human skull. 
Enough is legible to indicate that it is a magical inscription, doubtless of 
the same order as those on the bowls. The skull is remarkably well pre- 
served, and though badly shattered, almost all the pieces have been recov- 
ered. But the text is sadly worn and obscured through the shaling of the sur- 
face, arid only a few detached words are legible. There are two inscriptions, 
one running across the length of the left-hand side of the top, from front to 
back and also filling up some space in the forward part of the right-hand 
side. The other, shorter, inscription is at the back of the right-hand side, 
at right angles to the central suture. 

In the first line of the longer text are visible the words, pirn; 

in the second nn riJK . indicating an address to the evil spirit. The fol- 
lowing names are visible: Trie, cf. 5 : 1; (?) btfCP p 'BTid, also spelt 'IC, 
“Mordecai ben Saul”; and a woman’s name (evidently the wife of the 
first-named man — r6lQ can be read in one place) , ■'BDJ, so the almost certain 
reading. I take the name to be a feminine hypocoristic in -ai to be connected 
with Gathaspar, in the Bxcerpia barbara to Eusebius (ed. Schoene, i, app. 
228), one of the three Wise Men, the later Gaspar (Caspar, Jaspar), com 
nected by philologists with the Old-Persian Windafarna ; Justi, p. 368. 

The use of a skull for recording a magical inscription opens up an 
interesting line of magical practice. The skull has become part of the stock 
apparatus of the necromancer, and its use in that connection is typical of 
his power over the dead, while the presence of the gruesome object adds 
to the awe in which he is held. But all through magic runs the morbid 
theme of the use of mortuary remains. In the Greek l'ove charms, the 
texts are buried in the graveyard; in the magic brews for compelling love, 


1 This statement must now be qualified, as I learn through Professor Ranke that 
two similar skulls are in the Berlin Museum. 
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human bones are used, and in a late Arabic charm a broom from a cemetery 
has efficacy in bringing the beloved to the lovers side (see to No. 28). 
Cf. the burial of Pognon’s bowls in a cemetery. Primitive animistic beliefs 
have survived, which connect the skeleton with the world of spirits; it is 
a material point d'appui, and the skull is especially preferred as the most 
striking and perhaps most durable part of the anatomy. It may be noticed 
that in Arabic the word for skull is also used of the soul (Wellh. Skissen, 
3, p. 161, 164), 5 There is a reference in the Talmud to the necromantic 
use of a skull; Sank. 65b: “there are two kinds of necromancy ( 31 N !?jn ) , 
the one where the dead is raised by naming him, the other where he is 
asked by means of a skull ( Wion).” Joel (Abcrghutbe, i, 44) 

thinks this refers to some artificial skull-shaped object; but our actual 
skull illustrates the practice noticed in the Talmud. The use ■ of skulls 
(calvaria) in classical magic is also vouched for in the Apology of Apuleius ; 
see Abt, p. 141. For this practice of “speaking skulls,” we may note its 
special vogue among the Sabians; see Chwolson, Die Ssabier, ii, 150, and 
Dozy and cle Goeje, Actes of the Leyden (6th) Congress of Orientalists, ii, 
365 f., cf, 293. 

But the skull was also efficacious as a prophylactic object. James of 
Edessa notes that a dried human head was used by the heathen Syrians 
as an amulet (quoted by Robertson Smith, Religion of the Semites, 362, 
referring to Kayser’s edition of the Canones, p. 142). Especially as part of 
the skeleton was it efficacious against the evil eye; see Seligmann, Dcr base 
Blick, ii, 141. who notes the use in Italy of a tiny skull-charm against the 
Jett at ura, and also the use among the ancient Taurians and the tribes of 
Caucasus of the heads of enemies stuck on poles as a prophylactic; also 
El worthy, The Evil Eye , 340, notes the use of skeleton-like figures as 
talismans in Italy ; he finds the same talisman in classic times, comparing 
King, Gnostics and their Remains, 213 (ed. 2, 180). The skull therefore 
falls into the general category of frightful or obscene objects, which had 
the power of repelling the evil eye in particular and evil spirits in general. 

1 Dr. Speck, of the Museum, informs me that the North American Indians 
carefully preserve the skulls of the animals they hunt, as a means of the reincarna- 
tion of the beasts, and I understand like customs are found over the world. 


No. 42 


Towards the close of my work on this volume, Professor Richard 
Gottheil, who had several years ago thought of publishing the bowls, 
kindly forwarded me some notes and transcriptions which he had made in 
his preliminary essays. Among the papers was the copy of a text which 
is not now found in the Museum. It differed so radically from the other 
inscriptions that I inquired of Prof. Gottheil if it was taken from a bowl. 
He replied that he knew of no other source whence the text could have 
come into his set of papers. Accordingly on the hypothesis that the original 
text was once in the Museum, I venture to publish Prof. Gottheil’s copy, 
and do so the more readily because of its interesting character and the illus- 
tration it affords to several points in the texts above. It contains a form 
of the Lilith legend, widespread in folklore, and a bowl would have been 
a perfectly proper place for a text of this prophylactic character. I have 
not however included the text in my Glossaries. 

mW pm nmanp mm o-i« naajD ’ud 

T na ihn mn *oajn * iv 1 ? ami m ibimp manan aam D^a 

fa) jiKpitan mm na!nn m in r\h pen na iwin mWa y. am 
mimn ma!> nainn 'Mk imi>K li’ maxm jym • ma!nn b'«bb i?n ha 
VWb$ n!> ibm n« hnpin men. ni> nn!> nin na nman a'n m«pmB 
[hana!> mat] !*"i imfo n^ noKn nt?a na annh nhiDsy rite ywpto i»n 
)h nexm jym • mnn non jaxai mnn nmvy T>am d«wi n«o enna 
mnmn any!’ */■ a^a i? yaew ’ajxi anrin jd ’amnn «.♦; 

anorak jar !>ai pnn!> pty bai n^un m^iDi m«tn (sic) nnim no 

in i!>m pnnh 'iyk na na \o) mm vh mama ’mat? m nwn ’jn in 

: : imaa’N : amN ti'pn ismaN . : np’ax . ncnaN : mW ; : ’rma^ 

imi>N n! pwi : nemn : nn^rt ; ^p : nnmtaty . : mapuaN : nanaa 

( 358 ) 
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jnn bxiv' vriK ce>3 -|jm ro i>3^ “unn^'s 'jnn nh now 5>"t irsan 
snpn nrm dijdik cdy*? mt?y dbqi ntmpn inrsp db> 31 nipyn pm*' 1 DrmN 
n« pnr6 idb si>vnx si? mrin k!>p n"3 nimn rmi mm nap rritm 
v6\ pmDxy no Ywzb 'yen rw ninaA *6 ni» n5>un min nx i« n«tn mbvn 
io3 I’mpiyi jriH'a : n"D*^3 *6i jrmnx y'ra «V dud yr^ «in wi ns nmh 
{j^nDn ib^ yip ntn tnn 'o ns «in o'ejbti man ns -usd!? hfyi' naw 

tenop 

Accompanying the text are given some inscribed designs and phrases. 
A rough figure of a hand (prophylactic against the evil eye) contains the 
Aramaic legend: 

st ^3 sJtArm sob? sbi srns (= sn ?) sp 5pm 'jrifb sjs : 

“I am the seed-producer (?) of Joseph; when I come, an evil year cannot 
prevail over him,” — a play of thought between Joseph as controller of the 
fertility of Egypt and the fertility of the family, and as a good omen for 
the expectant mother. 

A “David’s Shield” contains in the center mm ns\ a fanciful form of 
Adonai, on the left hand pc’, “Satan,” in another division ns and nearby 
pm ( ?), i. e. yrnns, to be found in Schwab, Vocab. Another species of the 
shield more roughly designed contains nirp in the center, flanked with n\ etc. 
and -ms. with pPBBD and jpiriJD on either side. The changes are rung on 
the nnssible mutations of pin. and the scripture Dt. 28: 10 is cited. Similar 


Translation 

Shaddai 

Sanui Sansanui Semniglaph Adam YHWH Kadmon Life Lilith 
In the name of Y” the God of Israel who besits the cherubs, whose 
name is living and enduring forever, Elija the prophet was walking in 
the road and he met the wicked Lilith and all her band. He said to her, 
Where art thou going, Foul one and . Spirit of foulness, with all thy foul 
band walking along? And she answered and said to him: My lord Elija, I 
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am going to the house of the woman in childbirth who is in pangs (?), of 
So-and-so daughter of Such-a-one, to give her the sleep of death and to 
take the child she is bearing, to suck his blood and to suck the marrow of 

his bones and to devour his flesh. And said Eli j a the prophet blessed 

his name! — With a ban from the Name — bless it ! — shalt thou be restrained 
and like a stone shalt thou be! And she answered and said to him : For 
the sake of Y” postpone the ban and I will flee, and will swear to thee in 
the name of Y” God of Israel that I will let go this business in the case 
of this woman in childbirth and the child to be born to her and every 
inmate so as do no injury. And every time that they repeat or I see my 
names written, it will not be in the power of me or of all my band to do 
evil or harm. And these are my names : Lilith, Abitar (Abito?), Abikar 
(Abiko ?) , Amorpho, Hakas, Odam, Kephido , Ailo, Matrota, Abnukta. 
Satriha, Kali, Batzeh, Taltui, Kitsa. And Elija answered and said to 
her: Lo, I adjure thee and all thy band, in the name of Y” God of Israel, 
by gematria 613, Abraham, Isaac and Jacob, and in the name of his holy 
Shekina, and in the name of the ten holy Seraphs, the Wheels and the holy 
Beasts and the Ten Books of the Law, and by the might of the God of 
Hosts, blessed is he! — that thou come not, thou nor thy band to injure this 
woman or the child she is bearing, nor to drink his blood nor to suck the 
marrow of his bones nor to devour his flesh, nor to touch them neither in 
their 256 limbs nor in their 365 ligaments and veins, even as she is ( = 
thou art?) not able to count the number of the stars of heaven nor to dry 
up the water of the sea. In the name of : ‘Hasdiel Samriel has rent Satan.’ 

Commentary 

Only a few detailed notes are necessary. Of the terms at the beginning, 
’ | 1 JD 3 D 'lib and are common in childbirth charms (see Schwab. 

Vocab.j s. vv.). The second is erroneously explained by Schwab; it is 0 D£J>, 
the inscribed Name, cf. the ... in n: 9. hUD and its reduplication 
'liDJD probably mean “divorced.” 

N. B. the order of Adam, Yhwh, Kadmon. 

(x' , TNp‘Y’)D' w T NTNpTO is obscure to me. The root is probably used in 
the Syriac sense of mourning, hence supplicating; or cf. Ifleb. S'n, “writhe,” 
as well as “dance.” 
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run na NTto I would read as run ro nTK, the first as the indefinite 
pronoun fern, -quae quae, the last as representing the Greek Selva, which is 
commonly used in the papyri, the actual name being inserted upon use. 

Dnn = e\un, cf. Arabic Dttp. 

Of the names of the Lilith the second = Abatur the Mandaic genius 
(see Glossary A) ; but the possible reading of the copy, Abito, may be 
preferable, in view of the Greek parallels; see below; the third is the Greek 

ufj.0fj<pnr. 

613 : the figure is the gematriac sum of ‘the Lord God of Israel,’ as also 
the number of positive and negative commandments of the Law. As Mr. 
A. Simon, Harrison Fellow of the University, has suggested to. me, the 
preceding abbreviation stands for NnuDU . 

The “256 limbs” are 248 in Jewish lore. For the 365 ligaments, cf. 
the identical expression in a charm given by Reitzenstein, Poimandrcs, 295. 

The 10 Books of the Law are the double of the Pentateuch; cf. the 
Eighth Book of Moses in the Leyden MS. which Dieterich has published 
at the end of his Abraxas. 

The Very ancient use of epical narrative as an efficient magical charm 
was described above p. 62 ; thus the mere narrative of a demon’s power, 
as in the case of Dibbarra, is potent, or, a fortiori, the relation of a triumph 
over the evil spirit from some sacred legend. In the present case we have 
the added virtue of the revelation of the demon’s names, and she swears 
that whenever they confront her, she will retire; the knowledge of hei 
names binds her ( cf. p. 56) . 

Dr. M. Gaster has published in Folk-lore xi (whole number xlvi), 129, 
an interesting paper entitled ‘Two Thousand Years of a Charm Against 
the Child-Stealing Witch.”; The latter uncanny spirit lias already met us 
in several of our preceding texts (Nos. 11, 18, 36, etc.) . Dr. Gaster surveys 
a wide material of European and Semitic forms of this magical narrative, 
all of which have evidently the same root. He draws on Slavonic, Rouman- 
ian. and modern Greek legends, and cites one of Gollancz’s Syrian charms, 
a collection to which I have had frequent occasion to refer, 1 and also quotes 


1 In Actes of the 8th International Congress of Orientalists, Sect. 4, P- 77 - Most 
of these charms are in the narrative style. Cf. also a similar Syriac charm given 
by Hazard, JAOS, xv, 286 f. 
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in translation a Jewish charm of the same order from the Mystery of the 
Lord (in the Hebrew ^ TiD, a book I have not been able to obtain). 

This Jewish legend is almost identical with ours. It is considerably 
shorter, concluding with the names of the Lilith and a direction to hang 
up the names in the room of the woman concerned. The names are almost 
identical with those in our text ; they are: Satrina, Lilith, Abito, Amizo, 
Izorpo, Koko, Odam, Ita, Podo, Eilo, Patrota, Abiko, Kea, Kali, Batna, 
Talto, Partasah. My form Amorphous probably older; Koko —m/c 6 c may be 
preferable to my Kas. 

In both these Jewish forms Eli j a and the Lilith are the actors. In the 
Syriac legend quoted by Caster from Gollancz, it is a saint Mar Ebedishu 
and the Evil Spirit in the likeness of an ugly woman who are the characters ; 
the latter has for one of her names that of “the Strangling-mother of 
children” . (cf. above to 36: 4). In the European Christian legends, the 
benevolent actor is the Virgin, Michael, or a certain saint bearing the name 
Sisoe, or Sisynios. These names are derived from the Jewish 'PDJD ‘" 13 D, 
as Gaster suggests. In the Greek legend the spirit is Gylo, the earlier 
which appears also in the magical papyri. 2 In all children are the object 
of the fiend's ravages, in one case the charm is for a boy afflicted with 
cataract. 

There are some other simpler forms of this legend contained in Greek 
manuscript amulets which were not accessible to Dr. Gaster. In his 
Poimandres, p. 298, Reitzenstein publishes a text which is the earlier 
prototype of the Roumanian folk-legend published by Gaster, p. 132. It 
reads: “When the archangel Michael came down from heaven, there met 
him the impure spirit with her hair down her back and her eyes inflamed. 
And the archangel Michael said to her: Whence comest and whither goest 
thou? The impure one answered and said to him : I go to enter the house 
as a serpent, dragon, reptile, I change into a quadruped, I go to make the 
plagues of women, to humble their heart, to dry up the milk, to raise the 
hair of the master of the house . ... and then I kill them. For my name 
is called Paxarea. For when the Holy Mary bore the Word of Truth 

; * Wessely, Vienna Denkschriften, xlii, 66, also Mov, Reitzenstein, Poimandres, 

298. For Gello — the Assyrian Gallu, see Frank, ZA, xxiv, 161. 
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I went to deceive her and . . ?. . 3 And the archangel Michael seized her 
by the locks on the right hand and said to her : Tell me thy twelve names. 4 
And she said: I am called first Gelou, second Morphous, (third, etc.'i 
Karanichos, Amixous, Amidazou, Marmalat, Karane, Selenous, Abiza, 
Ariane, Maran. Wherever are found my twelve names and thy name, 
archangel Michael, and thy name Sisinios and Sinodoros, I will not enter 
into the house of such a one.” Compare also the amulet given on the 
preceding page in Reitzenstein (p. 297), lacking the reference to the Virgin, 
the demon enumerating her plagues. 

A similar legend, in large part identical with both these just named, 
is given in the Greek-Italian charms published by Pradel. 5 In this Michael 
descending from Sinai meets the hag Abuzou" and the demons cast out of 
heaven. He inquires where she is going; she answers she crawls into 
houses like a serpent, dragon, etc., to bring all evils on men, to dry up the 
mother’s milk, to wake the children and kill them. Then, evidently a 
Christian accretion, she causes faction in the church, sends floods, destroys 
ships. Michael asks her her name, which is Pataxaro. He asks for her 
many names. She swears by the throne of God and the eye (= eyes) 
of the Beasts (cf. the oath in our text) that she will tell the truth. She 
then gives forty names, the first two of which are Gilou, Morphou. 

The legend sometimes ran out into the line of particular diseases, e. g. 
cataract, as in one of the Roumanian forms ; or Beelzebub and other demons 
are named, as in an amulet in Vassiliev, Anecdota bysantina, i, 336. But 
the story of the wife-hating, child-murdering hag is the original element, 
as Caster points out. 

We thus possess forms of the legend in Hebrew and Syriac, in Greek 
texts of eastern and western Europe, and in modern Roumanian and 
Slavonic folklore, while the heroes of the epic include Elijah, Michael, 
Christ and various saints known or obscure. The persistency of the form 
appears also in the charm names. To compare the lists in the two Hebrew 
texts and in the two of Wendland and Pradel respectively and in Gollancz 


Cf. the early Christian myth of the devil’s wiles, Rev. 12. 
The same number is found in the Hekate-Isis legend. 
Griechische w. sud- italienische Gcbete, 23. 

The Avezuha and Avestitza in Gaster’s Roumanian legends. 


264 : UNIVERSITY MUSEUM. BABYLONIAN SECTION. 

(Syriac), we find that the initial Hebrew Lilith = Greek Gelou or Gilou 

— Syriac Geos, doubtless = Gelos. The second in the Hebrew, Abito 
(Abitar?) == Apiton the ninth in the Syriac; the third, Abiko (Abikar?) 

— Abiza or Abuzou in the Greek texts, and as we observed above Avezuba 
in the Roumanian. The fourth Amorpho (in our text) = Morphous or 
Morphou having third place in the Greek texts, and Martlos, 4th in the 
Syriac. Amorpho is doubtless the Greek fy*¥><K - “shapeless,” and our Jewish 
text alone has preserved the correct form. Eilo and its obscure predecessor 
in the Hebrew may be found in Pradel’s Morpheilaton, and the latter’s 
Phlegumon may translate the Hebrew 'bp. 

It is impossible to place our phylactery genealogically in such a mass 
of interrelated material. The Jewish text doubtless depends upon Greek 
tradition with its magical name Amorpho and its transliteration of Selva, 
while the later Greek forms have borrowed from the Hebrew in St. Sisynios. 
But the source of the legend is the common property of mankind, with 
roots as ancient as the Babylonian Labartu and Gallu. A child-killing demon 
which sucks babes’ blood, etc., is found in Africa; see Budge, Osiris and 
the Egyptian Resurrection, i, 285, a reference pointed out to me by Pro- 
fessor Jastrow. In the Hellenistic magic a classical form of such legend 
was established out of all the elements that were brought together in that 
age, and this spread again assuming its variant forms among the peoples 
and faiths. If our text actually came from Nippur, it is of interest as the 
earliest form of the Jewish legend and as one which can be dated with 
approximate accuracy. 


Corrections and Additions 
P. 20, line 4: read “Berlin” for “British.” 

P.20 : add to the list of published Mandaic bowls the two photographic plates 
of bowl (plates 1, 2) in J. de Morgan, Etudes Vmguistiques , vol. v, part 
2, of his Mission scientifique cn Perse. 

P. 105, line 20 : the Koran gives to the.Mandaeans the same privileges as the 
Jews and the Christians (see 2: 59; 5:73; 22: 17). 


GLOSSARIES 

GLOSSARY A 

Personal, Names and Epithets oe Deities, Angels, Demons, etc. 

GLOSSARY B 

Proper Names of Men and Women 

GLOSSARY C 


General Glossary 



Prefatory Note 


Glossary C is arranged according to roots, the other two consonant- 
ally. The former indexes only the common nouns. 

The citations of other authorities can be understood from § 2. I he 
two publications of Pognon’s are cited as “A” and “B”, and Pognon s 
full glossaries will serve to locate all words of his texts. Where lines of 
texts are given, the reference is to the spiral line if facsimile is given, 
otherwise to the lines of the printed text. I have not thought it necessary 
to give the line citation for proper names even in my own texts, as they 
can be easily identified. 

Under Glossary B, the following abbreviations are used: d. = daugh- 
ter of, f. = father, h, = husband, m. = mother, s. — son, w. = wife. 

Where a word appears in my text the first citation may be referred 
to for any treatment by the editor; references are also added to further 
discussions in the Introduction. Notes are occasionally added to words 
found in texts of other editors. 

In Glossaries A and B all the occurrences are given with the exception 
of a few common divine names like illlP; in Glossary C only typical cita- 
tions and peculiar forms; also it has been the aim to give citations from 
the three dialects. 







GLOSSARY A 


PERSONAL NAMES AND EPITHETS OF DEITIES, ANGELS, 
DEMONS, ETC. 


xr6x, "a God: 7, 16, etc. 

D'ri^x Elohim: Ellis 1 ; Hyv. 
angel: 10. 

TiD^X Ellis 1 (but see to 11:4). 
D’JD Sx El Panim: 8. 

Dds&x name of Gabriel: Wohls 


xixariax evil deity: Pogn B. 
XJxaJiax evil deity: Lidz 4, 5 (for 
these two names, 
see to 11 : 5). 
xnax Destroyer 3. 
mix divine name?: 7; Myhr. 

Tbax Abatur, Mandaic genius : 
Ellis 1 ( XT|D ' X.) ; Wohls 2417 
(TD13X) ; see p. 96. 
hmx deity (Apollo? Aeon?) : 19. 
rV’hs'X feminine to above: ib. 

Tax epithet of God: 8. 

Da-ax, D’orux, D'rmx Abrasax : 
7 (= Myhr), 19, 34 (see pp. 
57 , 99 )* 

blUX mystic name : Schw F. 
^xnux deity or angel: 19. 

DmJX “the holy Agrabis” : 14. 
bx'JXix angel : Schw I. 

? 3 DX Adonai : 34; Pogn B. 

"XTX angel: Pogn B; Lidz 1. 
bxm angel: 19. 

XBTX deity?: 19. 

xnrpx m Tinx ghost: Wohls .2417, 
xbx God: 18. 

Sxbx divine name: 13. 
yDJa^>x, yayabx mystical name ? : 
Wohls 2422. . . 

01 rrmbx mystical name: 5. 


’“ip ^x El Shaddai: 8. 34, etc. 
xnx demon (bath Imrna) : Wohls 
2426. 

’lO'N name of demon: Wohls 2416 
== Stiibe (see p. 77). 
xwynxDX a genius: Lidz 5 (“ana- 
thema” ?) . 
dvhux deity: 19. 
ajx deity : 19. 

maix demon: Schw F (see p. 25). 
xixriox Satan: Montg. 
xvid'-uddx Cpenta-dewa, name of 
Solomon’s Jinn (see Gritn- 
baum , Zts. /. Kcils.-forsch., ii, 
224, Noldeke, ib. 297). 
xnoix epithet of angel (“charm- 
er” ) : Schw, PSBA, xii, 298. 
xpiiaax Wohls 2422 (=“vit2ax ?). 
H‘^x angel : Wohls 2416. 

DirpiX Okeanos ( ?) : 19. 

*lptf *ipa npx series of mystical 
names : Schw F. 
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thon-iK deity: 19. 

in 8 deity ; 19. 

bKXN angel: 19; Schw I. 

angel: Stiibe (Wohls 1 . 
b^nn). 

jnx deity?: 19; 34. 
cotn, KDDiK, D'Din Etermes, see to 
2: 2. 

Df « a deity ( Eros, Ares ?) : 19. 
syipnipWH infernal genius : Pogn 
B (cf. Glossary G, 5 |p£> ; but 
cf, Aristikifa, in Dillmann’s 
text to Enoch 6: 7). 
n'K ghost: Schw 2417. 

•a — Bel : 36. 

( ?) angel : Schw G. 
xrm, KJsa:a deity : 11, 18, 19, 
Montg. 

'fcOtn lilith: 40. 

Dubm lilith: 18 (cf. oabn). 

'KTiya angel: 38. 
barm angel : Schw N. 
bw'li angel: Pogn B. 
b S ’ 1 pi 3 angel : Wohls 2416. 

btrvaJ, b'nia, b'jnaJ Gabriel : 7 ; 34; 

etc. (see p. 96 f.). 
b&OTU angel: 14. 

8 ’ 3 l epithet of Hermes : 2. 
psm angel: Pogn B (cf. psata), 
ann demon: 36. 

na'b't Dlibat = Dilbat, goddess of 
love : 28. 

non mother of demon: Schw G. 
btf'&n angel : Wohls 2416. 
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txnx demon: 19. 
bwn angel: Schw N. 
xnrvDittUH ghost: Schw 2417. 

Kill deity or angel : 40. 
b^Dum angel: Schw I. 
b.R'p'n angel: Schw I. 
b'pm angel: Pogn B. 

b«nin angel : Stiibe (Wohls bxmu). 
btoasn angel: Wohls 2416. 

D'Din S. 8D01K. 

*T 3 T father of |m8: 19, 34. 

MW Zeus: 19. 

bK'p'T angel: Wohls 2416. 

’XT, ’’KXKT granddam of a lilith: 
11 and parallels. 

rcaiari epithet of 'tuna: Pogn B. 
bfcoan angel: 13. 

bxxtatan angel: Schw PSBA, xii, 
298. 

K'n, K«n Life, Mand. supreme 
deity: 40; Pogn A, B; 
Lidz 5. 

ffi'D the Living Creatures: 8. 
era b'n Evil Potency : 30. 

Dabh, Dpbarr, D^bn lilith : 11 and 
parallels. 

b^D^n angel : Schwab , 1 , c, 
bfc^n'Din angel: Stiibe — Wohls 
. btorpnan. 

rvYitan demon : Schw G. 
bttxcn angel: 35. 
b&OJun angel: 13; Stiibe. 
bx'hDn angel: Schw N. 
ghost : Schw 2417. 
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!?t53'0,b'553'b Michael: 34, etc. (see 
p. 96 £•)• 

J'£*55'ita Signs of Zodiac: 4. 

55^0, kW>d, 55 ^»» the Word : 27, 
19, 2 (see to 2: 2). 

WD deity?: 11. 

p, 553550 Mandaic genius: 19; 

Wohls 2422. 

|D3'"I3D deity: 19. 
b'55'*i030 angel: 35. 
fcO“i'3D deity.: 19 - 
nxiY’D name of God: 29. 

"10 demon : Wohls 2416 (see p. 81) 
55^330 epithet of a deity: 19 * 
mo ghost : Wohls 2417. 


ngel: Wohls 2416 (for 
Stiibe’s, ^ 503155 ). 


b'55'onn angel: 35. 


p 20 , P 552550 (cf. P 5523 ) angel: Pogn 


'ailD^O deity : 19 . 
5010 see "110255. 


TT, THW ghosts: Wohls 2417. 
nin v Yah we passim. 
jnr, ‘W angel: Pogn B; Lidz 1. 
| 133 t 55 ' angel: Pogn B. 

: 5533155 ' angel: ib. 

angel, or divine name: 25. 
■>55355' lilith : 38. 

v>55'Sl' angel, or divine name: 25. 
| 13 p' angel: Lidz 1; Pogn B. 

55X11' Mandaic divine name : Pogn 


05533 Mandaic genius: Pogn. B. 

'5531133 angel: 38. 

^ 550 X 3 angel : Wohls 2416. 

^55'"in3 angel: 14. 

^55'i03 angel : Schw PSBA, xii, 


gel,; with “eleven names’ 
following: Schw G. 


'5533 god Nannai : 36. 

DiTip3 deity: 19 . 

^55013 angel : 35 ; Wohls 2416 (see 
P* 96). 

3'3'3 god Nirig; 36; YX 3 : Ellis t. 


b'j? 3>33 angel : Pogn B. 

550 'D the “heat” demon : 30 : 2. 
^55003 angel: Hyv (in 553 D'y o 
' 5531 ^ 33 ; cf. Kasdeya angel 
of evil arts, Enoch 69: 
12). 


miD name of God: Ellis 3. 
mnD, 55“in'D, 553'D (Mand) Moon: 

34, Wohls 2416; Pogn B. 
b'jJDriD, etc. angel : Eidz I ; Pogn 


fD'I'V Leviathan : 2. 


553 ' 2 HO demon: 37. 

^>55'3sno angel: Wohls ; 2416. 
b'yino angel : Pogn B. 

55 bnno the Destroyer : 9. 

b'naoo angel: Schw G. 

pioo'o Metatron : 25 ; Wohls 2416. 


553'D Sin: 36; Montg. 

“liomsnD deity: 19. 

5530D Satan: 2 , etc.; 553550D, 19 
55 3 55nDX . 
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bx'SJDD angel: Wohls 2416. 
id, xid “the Prince”: 5, 7 (see p. 
97 f*)- 

bxniD angel : 15 ; Schw I. 
angel : 14. 

bX’EnD angel: 14, 19. 

^hD angel : 15. 

bxnry angel : 8. 

bxxy genius or angel : Schw F. 
Px'sy angel: Wohls 2416 (see 
Wohls p. 27, and Bousset, 
Arch. f. Rcl.-vuiss.j iv, 
268). 

Sxoy, bx' oy ; angel : 7 ; Myhr. 

*WDy I star, Mand. evil deity : Pogn 
B (a she-angel, nos. 14, 
15) ; = name of lilith ? : 

38, 40. 

bx'npy angel: 8. 
xmpy “Barrenness”: 11. 
bx'Diy angel : Wohls 2416. 
b'XDTiy form of Raphael: Lidz 1 ; 
Pogn B. 

; DlTOnoa deity: 19. 
iba idem. 

Dnba, Tiriba father and mother of 
demons: 8 (variants in 

17). 

''J'jba deity: 19. 

XD’ba xd^s genius.: 8. ' 

^x':a angel. 

D’naD for Piriawis, Mand. genius : 
Pogn B. 

ivyns form of Raphael: 
' Lidz 1 ; Pogn B. 
bx’pns angel: Wohls 2416. 
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mxnv, hf nrp : 8; xto hf, 8. 

^pHY angel : Schw N. 

rv’DiiY epithet of Adonai: Pogn B. 

TiY epithet of God: 8. 

•JXmv angel: 14; Schw I. 

T'Y deity : Lidz 5 (but see to 
No. 11). 

bx'pnpap angel: 8. 
xrn ;mp “the great Kedron” : 
Wohls 2422 (cf. Mand. 
“the great Jordan”). 
xnblBp name of demon: 36. 
D'lxnaxp angel : Lidz 5. 

X Dip divine name?: 19. 
xsp idem. 

riDDYp name of angel of death : 
Schw F. 

^IXV angel: Schw N. 

Wit, angel : Pogn B. 

bx^xo angel: Schw I. 

ixn2 dxt a male genius : Lidz 4. 

runs dxt a female genius : ibid. 

PP'O angel : Pogn B. 

bx'D'XT angel: Schw I. 

b’lm angel : Schw N. 

xmiT a genius?: Schw F. 

Xptn, 'n mother of demons, 
n Mystery : 37. 
bx'Dm angel: 13, 28. 
bx’Ym angel : Schw I. 
bxan, ^X'dii, b'yxan, Won, b'nxam 
\(cf. b'XEniy, Ws) Raphael: 
passim, see p. 96 f. 

angel: 10. 

WplD>> WxpDty angel: Pogn B. 
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J. A 

HE* Shaddai : 8 ; Myhr ; btf ? 7 - 
bxn“iK> angel: Schw N. 
b'K’Dbw angel: 35. 

Kpn»E’ deity: Montg. (Prof. F. 

Perles calls my attention 
to the midrashic occur- 
rence of nrw; see Griin- 
baum, ZDMG, xxxi, 225 
f. — Gesammelte Auf- 
satse, ed. Perles, 1901, p» 
59 f.). See p. 198. 


W'DW, warn Sun : 36, 30 ; Pogn B ; 

mm , Montg. 
btfW angel: 25. 

bant?, b'rnw, bvw. bvN'fcoB' angel '• 

14, 35 ; p °g n B - 
angel : Pogn B. 

'I'm demon : Schw F . 

b^mn angel: Schw F. 
bny 'wn(n) genius: ibid. 

Br»p*»n angel: Ellis 1 i— Eidz 
D'’1K , ntSKp). 


Also eleven names of angel in Ellis 3: xb^DD, miD, mas, nasna, n^TD, 
mats, napm, naon* (= kdotk ?), oafns,— ; c£. the “eleven" 
names in Schw G : saiDD, n'tns>, *aaa, mi, P’TO, xapmo, njnm, maa, 
D'33 In Schw M a list of mystical angel names: PPV, »!), X>n, etc. 
A list of evil spirits in Schw G: - 03 , nona n^ 33 , ' 1 BDD, WOOD. Names 
of ghosts, some cited above, Wohls 2417- F° r a liHth ’ s names - see 
No, 42. 

Some Kabbaeistic forms of mm etc. (see p. 60 f.) : 

ni' in', Schw Q; w, Schw O; l''l, ib.; mm, Hyv; mi, Ellis 4, 
Hyv; in' in' in' Stiibe, 1 . 16; 1W n', ib. 1 . 28; man', 7: 8, Stiibe, 1 . 15, 

cf. 13: 7; nn nn, 7: 12; m'ns' 31 : 6; pim, 14: 2. 

n'n* nebt mnu, Stiibe, 1 . 29; nynK, 5, center; ««« Schw I; kkkk 
S tiibe, 1 . 35, 20: 2, 5. 

fK Stiibe, 1 . 15; P'm pw p p, *|D *P, i 5 ‘- 2 5 1 " 0 ^ ^ etc 29 
io’ (Atbash), Stiibe, h 66. Cf. also 1: 13, 2 4 - 4 h 3. 6, etc. 



GLOSSARY B 


PROPER NAMES OF MEN AND WOMEN 


N2N Abba s. Komesh: 17; s. Bar- 
kita: Stiibe. 

tU'K Ibba s. Zawithai: 2. 

W3K Abbahu (a sorcerer?): 7, 
Myhr. 

“ivmK Abanduch d. Pusbi: 5. 

Abuna s. Geribta: 2. 

DrmK Abraham (the patriarch) : 
8, Schw O ; s. Dadbeh : 

12, 16. 

nbiK Aglath d. Mahlath: Schw P. 
'ft* Idi, m. Asmin: Wohls 2417. 
EHK Adam; riNDip 'K : 10; DTK ' 3 a: 

13, Pogn A. 
p-iN Adak s. Hathoi: 6. 

*iin 31 p THK Aduryazdandur ; Pogn 
B (for first component 
see Justi, pp. 5, 51 ; the 
second error for Yazdan- 
dad ? — see ib. 146) . 

'IT« (?) Ihi f. Ephra: 18. 

TnnPK Izdanduch m. Yezidad: 7, 
27. 

so?x Azia m, Maria : Lidz 3. 
' 13 *iriK Ahdabui s. Ahathbu : 
Wohls 2422. 

nhK , Mand. nsn« Ahath d. Parkoi: 
3; d, Hathoi : 6; m. Do- 
dai: 21, 22 3 23; d. Doda: 
25 ; d. Nebazach : 28; 

m. Churrenik: Lidz 2; d. 
Dade: Lidz 5. 


Drill K Ahathbu m. Ahdabui: 
Wohls 2422. 

nmxnnx, m&ntwinK Ahathadbah d. 

Imma: Wohls 2426, 2414. 
pat 3 «nn« (w. prep, 'it^) Ahathat- 
bon, d. Nanai: Pogn B, 
no. 18 (not in glossary), 
smi nsns: Ahath-rabta m. Far- 
ruchiro: Pogn B. 

KDynnx Ahathema m. Dade: 
Pogn B. 

'B 31 N Ukkamai f. Zutra: Schw F. 
nDK, SDK Imma m. Hisdai Schw E; 

m. Osera : Schw G. 

“I1D1DK Amtur d. Solomon : Schw I. 
HID “HDDnn '3i« ;(?). Oni Har- 
masdar Tardi m. Tardi : 
20. 

Anur . . d s. Parkoi : 28. 
BW 3 K Anos m. Zadanos : Pogn B. 

Anosai d. Mehinducht : 
ibid. 

Anise (error for previous 
name?) ibid. 

Anosta , ibid. 

K'n HUN Anuth-haye d. Sebre-le- 
Yesho : ibid, (“vessel of 
life”?). 

KintObK Astroba : 29. 

PDDN Asmin d. Idi: Wohls 2417. 
nailJDDK, 1 -Asmanducht m. Dad- 
beh: 12, 1 6, 31, 33. 
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“injonn, rn-Bahmanduch ( t) cl. 

Sama: i, 13; m. Geyam- 
buch: Pogn B. 

1113 Bahrad : Ellis 1 (see G. Hoff- 
mann, Auss. aus syr. 
Aeten, 128). 

3K?inn3 Bahrezag d. Kawaranos: 
Pogn B. 

lira Bahroi d. Bath-sahde : 34. 
TH 31.13 Bahranduch d. Newan- 
duch: Ellis 1 (see Nold., 
Z. f. K. F. ii, 296). 

'K 3 K 3 Banai m. Merduch : 7, 27. 
Tityx “n ? perh. “son of praise” 
(artificial name of sorcer- 
er?) Schw G. 

K'OKrm Barbabe 111. Yazid: Pogn 


T3SDX Aspenaz 111. (?) Gaye: 

Myhr (see to 7: 4). 
fcODlK Osera s. Osera and Imma: 

Schw G (see p. 83). 
IIXBX Aphadoi s. Dawiwi: Pogn 


mDK, Xian Ephra s. Saborduch: 1, 
13; s. Ihi: 18. 

K1T1SX Aphridoe d. Kusizag : 
Eidz 4 (cf. Justi, p. 6). 
Ispandoi w. Ephra: 18. 
TD 113 BS'’K, 26: 5, 'D'8 (32, 35), 
iCK (30) Ispandarmed 
m. Yandundisnat : 30; m. 
Dinoi : 32, 35; m. Beh- 
dar : Ellis 1. 

1118 Ardoi s. Hormizduch : 3 ; s. 
Gayye : Myhr. 

sms Arha f. (m.) Ispiza: 30. 

Jinx Arion s. Zand: 19; 34 (sor- 
cerer or deity?), 
morn 8 Artasria s. Komes : 17. 
WW'K Ispiza s. Arha : 30. 

-\m, to> 8 Aser f. Bosmath; Schw 


bi?Jl 3 Bar-gelal s. Dodai : 1 5 • 

8DT13 ( ?) Bardesa d. Terme : 39. 
'"Kn 13 Bar-haye : Rodw = Hal ” 
Schw C (so Chwol CIH, 
1 12 ; cf . Talmudic name 
to-n). 

fcs'Ht'J 1113 Baruk-aria (Farruch?) 

s. Reshinduch : Schw M. 
manana Berikyahbeh s. Mamai : 

26 (artificial form). 
xnai 3 Barkita m. Abba : Stiibe. 
iTD 1D» 12 ( ?) Bar-mesosia : Hal, 
Schw C. (cf. my note on 
Schwab E, § 3; a master 
magician, with artificial 
name?). 

h'tr, tantPO 13 , Bar-mistael : 7, 
Myhr (see to 7: 13). 
133^ ia Bar-sibebi s. Tshehrazad: 


raiNJiK Athadba d. Immi: Wohls 
2426 (cf. anna ff.). 
83 iinK Ethroga m. Kukai : Pogn 
B (“citron”). 


asu Babai s. Bedin : Wohls 2417 
- (cf. Syriac. 133 , - see 
Nold. Pers. St. 395, 414). 
01333 , 013383 , 013833 Babanos s. 
Kayyomta: 9; s. Me- 
hanos : Pogn B; 

pi’S, better pa Be(h)din f. 
Babai: Wohls 2417 (see 
Justi, p. 347 b). 


riXDBa Bosmath d. Aser: Schw F 
(biblical). 
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innD r \2 Bath-sahde m. Bahroi: 34. 

tODK D* 3 , nto. Beth-asia d. Mehan- 
osh: Pogn B, 3, 29. 

*TD»X’ i a Geyambuch( ?)d. Bahman- 
ducht: Pogn B. 

^3 Gaye s. Aspenaz: Myhr. 

^aya Geyonai s. Mamai: 8. 

N^va Geloia (Geloie) m. Dur- 
duch : Pogn B; the same 
probably h^a : no. 16094, 
unpub. (= ytlola, ‘daugh- 
ter” ?). 

Wflpa Gamaliel : Schwab O. 

Kryaa Geniba s. Dodai: Montg. 

'soa Gaspai w. ( ?) Farruch : 41. 

nia Guroi s. Tati : 25. 

[’KlaBna Gusnai d, Beth-asia Pogn 
B, no. 3 (cf.below, rasifiO 
’’xat^ia). 

nnxn Dada f. Sarkoi : 12, 15. 

Nri &n Dade m. Terme : 39 ; m. 
Mahlaphta : Pogn B ; d. 
Ahath : ib. (also written 
S’lNT) ; d. Ahath: Lidz 5 
(nan). 

nn, 'mn, *nn Doda(i) d. Mar- 
tha: 15; d. Ahath: 21, 22, 
23 ; m. Ahath : 25 ; m. 
Hinduitha; 38. 

nam, nun^n Dadbeh s. Asmanduch : 
12, 16, 21, 35. 

ITT, nnxn David (the king) : 14, 
34; Hyv; Lidz 5. 

miNT Dawiwi(?) f. (?) Aphridoe: 
Pogn B. 


KnaiKtn Dazaunoye s. ‘Adwitha : 
38 - 

maxnajH Duchtanbeh d. Kumai : 

Pogn A (p. 18).' 
cjnaxmn, snanan Duchtanos d. 
Hawwa : Pogn B ; m. Far- 
ruchusraw: Lidz 4 (cf. 
Justi, p. 86). 

nan Dinoi s. Ispandarmed : 35. 
aman, xmjon, xnnan Denar(i)tad. 
Misa: Pogn B (cf. masc. 
name Dinar, “penny,” 
Payne-Smith, col. 887). 
Tinan, ‘■pnairi DendUch d. Chosri- 
duch : ibid. 

imn Durduch d. Geloia: Pogn B 
(Noldeke, for Adhur- 
duch). 

’^nn Darsi “the foreigner” : 29. 

Nnonn, Hadista d. Miria: Schw 
M (biblical Hadassa). 
nan, na'ri (nan ?) Hindu d. Mah-’ 
laphta: 24; m. Marathai: 
40 ; m. Mehperoz : Ellis 3 
(see above, § 3). 

Nnnnan Hinduitha d. Dodai: 38. 
P'ain Honik s. Dadbeh: 12, 16; s. 
Komes: 17; s. Ahath: 
16020 (unpub.). 

K"in..nn H. r.. dora m. Ispand- 
armed : 26. 

PD'Tiil Hormiz s. Mama: 15; s. 

Mahlaphta: Lidz 3. 
hribDntn Hormizduch m. Ardoi : 
3 ; d. Mehduch : 14. 

nan St Zadbeh s . Denarta : Pogn B 
(Noldeke, from Azadh- 
beh). 
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TP, TTK’ Yazicl s. Sisin : Pogn B ; 
s. Barbabe: ibid. (Aramaic 
rather than Arabic, against 
Pognon B, pp. 103, 14). 
nsn'P Yezidad s. Izdanduch: 7, 27. 
rrnp. Yazdoe d. Rasnoi: Pogn B 
(the same name, Justi, p. 
149 )- 

'Misna njBiKWP Yazadpanah Gus- 
nai: Pogn B (for the second 
word cf. above; the first a 
Persian name, see Justi, p. 
149, Payne-Smith, col. 1 585 ) . 
Tap Yokebed d. ?: no. 2924 (mi- 
pub.). 

Yandundisnat s.' Ispan- 
darmed : 30. 

pOD" Yasmin d. Dadbeh : 12. 
npy Jacob the patriarch : 8, Schw 


Tit, IT Zadoi s. Newanduch: 10; 

fcPmr s. ‘Adwitha: 38. 

Tna |KT Zadanfarruch s. Kaki: 

Hyv (cf. Justi, p. 377). 
BTimT Zadanos d. Anos : Pogn B. 
’’KITTf Zawithai m. Ibba: 2. 

KT5P Zutra s. Ukmai : Schw F 
(w. title Mar). 

Tt Zand f. Arion: 19, 34 (sorcer- 
er or deity?), 
nsw Zapeh s. ? : Pogn B. 

PT Zaroi s. ? : 37. 

BOiT Zarinkas d. Mahlaphta : 24. 


nan Habib : no. 2924 (unpub.), 
am Hawwa (Eve) wife of Adam : 

13 ; m. Sisin : Pogn B. 
'sa^n Halifai s. Sisin: 29. 

W . . non Hmri . . sai d. Emme : 

Pogn B (no. 19). 

(Tin) -pirns Enoch the patriarch : 4. 
Jlin Hanun, the house of : 19. 

TD’n Hisdai s. Ama: Schw E. 
KOTin Hathima m. ? : Pogn B. 


priv Isaac the patriarch: ibid. 


KTK nam Chewaranos m. Behre- 
zag: Pogn B (cf. Noldeke’s 
review, p. 144). 

itWD Chewasizag( ?) m. Mehr- 
kai : Pogn A; d. Papa : Lidz 4 
(see Pogn, p. 18; Justi, p. 
182; Andreas to Lidz, propos- 
ing chush-sak). 

nsaKtn Kezabiath m. Adur- 
yazdandar : Pogn B, no. 23. 

vinpn, ’nmrp, pinypn Chuze- 
huroi(?) s. Beth-asia: Pogn 


TKD Tati m. Guroi : 25. 

TP khnot Timatheoz s. Mamai 
Lidz 2 (“Timotheos,” Lidz). 
v ViO Tardi d. Oni: 20. 

Tfcon'BT Tsherazad m. Bar-sibebi 


yBpn\ m" Joshua, Jesus, s. 
Perahia, traditional socerer : 
8; 9; 17; 32; 33; 34 (see to 


Knbn Kalletha d. Mahlaphta: 17. 
'NO'D Komai m. Duclitanbeh: Pogn 



UNIVERSITY MUSEUM. 


BABYLONIAN SECTION. 


278 


B*Dia Komes d. Mahlaphta: 17. 

Xaro s. Mehanos : 40. 

“[1T1DD Chosriduch m. Denduch : 
Pogn B. 

'JS 3 Kaphni f. Newanduch : 10; 
11 ; h. Newanduch 10. 

TPB'D, 'tf*, N- Kufithai m. Pabalj;: 
2, 4; d. Dadbeh: 12, 16. 

'tap Kurai m. Mesorta: Pogn B. 
p'i’np Churrenik d. Ahath: Lidz 2 
(cf. Andreas, ad loc.). 
fHDxnia Churasan w. Chuzehuroi: 
Pogn B (cf. Justi, p. 78, but 
see Noldeke to Pognon, p. 
144)- 

Nrwa, . suiwn Kusenta m. Su- 
maka : Pogn B ( from Pers. 
Waresna, or derivative ? — see 
Justi, p. 354). 

Nero Kethima m. Nana : Schw L. 

kwd Mehanos m. Xaro : 
40; m. Babanos, Pogn B ; hi. 
Beth-asia : ibid. 

1 HHD Mehduch d. Dadbeh : 12, 

16; m. Hormizduch: 14; d. 
Mahl(aphta) : 9007 (unpub.). 
hnD Mehoi s. Dodai: 15. 
man» Mehperoz s, Hindu*. Ellis 
3 (= Mihrperoz, Justi, p. 

206; cf. above, § 3). 

JianJ'nD Mehinducht : m. Anosai: 
Pogn B (= maheng, Justi, p. 
186?). 

jTino Mehraban s. Yazdoie: Pogn 
B (Pogn thinks error for fol- 
lowing; but cf. Meribanes = 
Mihrwan, etc., Justi, p. 208). 


pnn& Mehrodan: Pogn B (cf. 
VoSavr/q — Wardan, Justi, p. 
35i)- 

wnn hnnD Mihr-hormizd s. 
Mamai: 34. 

’’Sp'lfiyK), K- Mehrikai s. Kusizag: 
Pogn A (from Mithrakana, s. 
Justi, p. 214). 

DBDSOinttO Mazdanaspas s. Kusi- 
zag: Lidz 4 (see Andreas ad 
loc.). 

iO’i&bnE Mahlephona s. Dade: Pogn 
B (but Noldeke, xn&SriD). 
NDB^nD Mahlaphta m. Koines : 17; 
m. Mesarsia : 19 ; m. Hindu, 
etc.: 24; m. Pathsapta: Pogn 
B ; 111, Hormiz : Lidz 5. 
r6n» Mahlath m. Aglath: Schw P 
(biblical). 

«nBin» Mehuphta m. Rakdata: 

Pogn B (but Noldeke, Nns6n») . 
naiTD, rDiTKD Maiducht d. Kumboi : 
35, no. 16093. 

Malkona s. Maksath : Schw 

P. 

■m'D, kdo: Mamai, Mama: 

m. Geyonai : 8; m. Hormiz: 
15; m. Berikyahbeh : 26 ; m. 
Mihr-hormizd : 34 ; m. Tim- 
atheoz: Lidz 2. 

DpDD Maskath m. Malkona: Schw 
P (“olive-gleaner”). 

KrniDD Mesorta m. Kurai: Pogn B. 
N 31 ND, Marabba s. *Ad- 

witha: 38. 

ninio Marada h. Iiinduitha : 38. 
Eavitt, 'id Mordecai s. Saul: 41. 
T np'O Merduch d. Banai: 7, 27. 
N’HND Maria d. Azia: Lidz 3. 
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WTO Miria m. Hadista : Pogn M 
(= Miriam?). 
pnD Mariam: Schw Q. 

TDN 3 HP Mersabor f. Kayyoma : 
Pogn B ( = frequent Syriac 
name, Justi, p. 206). 
m«D Marath in. Rasnoi : 8 (= fol- 
lowing name). 
srn» Martha m. Dodai: 15. 

•'NnsONtt Marathai d. Hindu: 40. 
nno Moses (the lawgiver) : 34 - 35 * 

. . . nd»d Misa. . . ni. Denarta: 
Pogn B. 

WD Miuskoi d. Simoi: Myhr. 
iOtjnti'D Mesarsia s. Mahlaphta: 19; 

s. Porath: Schw G. 
tPPKnO Methanis d. Resan: 29. 

" 1 TN 23 Nebazach m. Ahath : 28. 

•ynJVJ Newanduch d. Pushbi: 5; 
d. Kaphni; 10, 11; m. Behdan- 
cluch : Ellis 1. 
m Noah (patriarch) : 10. 

>N3S«,' N3tu Nana d. Kethima: 
Schw L; Nanai m. Ahathat- 
bon: Pogn B. 

N'lsyo Sebre-leyeshu f. Anuth- 
haye: Pogn B (w. Pognon = 
“his (my?) hope is in Jesus”). 

NED, 'KDD Sama(i) m. Behman- 
duch: 1, 13. 

utm Simoi m. Muskoi: Myhr. 
'IDD’D Simkoi m. ? : 30. 

NpDiD, NpNDiD Sumaka s. Kusanta: 
Pogn B.‘ 

noiTiD Saradust d. Serin; 9. 


Nrvny ‘Adwitha m. Marabba, etc. ; 

38 . 

Nmy Emme m. Hamri. .shai: Pogn 
B. 

NTHD-iy (?) s. Rabbi, a sorcerer; 
I-Iyv (see Noldeke, Z. f. Keils- 
forsch., iii, 297). 

pDNQ Pabak s. Kufithai : 2, 4. 
v i 3 D Pannoi d. Dadbeh: 16. 

N3NE) Papa f. Chusizag; Lidz 4. 
mns3 Paproe d. Kukai : Pogn B 
(= Arabic Babroe, Noldeke, 
Pers. Stud., 400) . 
rpma, s'ma, N’lrna Perahia f. 
Joshua (Jesus) : 8 ; 9117 1 3 2 ’> 
33; 34 (see to 32). 

qna Farruch s. Pusbi ; 5 ; s. ? ; 41. 
’■DIB Parkoi m. Ahath; 3; m. 
Anur — ; 28. 

jndvid Farruchan s. Sahduch: Lidz 

■ x. ' - .. ' 

NiiDDna (also NisnoDYiD ) Farru- 
chosraw s. Duchtanos : Lidz 
4 * 

iT’D'na Farruchiro s. Ahath-rabta ; 
Pogn B (cf. Farruchrui, Justi, 
p. 96). 

pna Pharnagin s. Pharnagin (a 
traditional conjurer) : 7 * 

Myhr. 

Tnia Porathai m. Mesarsia; Schw 
G (cf. NmiD, Esth. 9:8). 
Pusbi m. Farruch; 5. 

Nnsfcy ns Path-sapta d. Mahlaphta: 
Pogn A (with Pognon = m 
“Sabbath-daughter”). 
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'pKp Kaki d. Mahlaphta: 24; m. 
Zadanfarruch : Hyv. 

’•Nplp Kukai m. Paproe: Pogn B (cf. 

KOVKaiQ } Justi, p. 166) . 

KDVp Kayoma s. Mersabor: Pogn 
B (a Syriac name, Payne- 
Smith, col. 3538; cf. the fol- 
lowing). 

«n DV.p Eayomta m. Babanos : 9. 

m Rabbi father of a sorcerer: 

Hyv (artificial name?). 

''KpaiV Rubkai : Pogn B (= Heb, 

npin ?). 

filKDDtt Rustaum s. Churai: Pogn 
B. 

Kn«1pn Rakdatha d. Mehuphta : 

Pogn B (“dancer”), 
jfijn Resan m. Methanes: 29. 
‘TTUWjn Rasnenduch d. Aphridoe : 
Lidz 4. 

"Snrpn Resinduch m. Baruk-aria : 
Schw M. 

ff'MBn Rasnoi d. Marath : 8 ; 
m. Yazdoe: Pogn B. 


T1TD» Saborduch m. Ephra : 1, 

13 - 

Sahduch m. Farruchan : 
Lidz 1. 

Saul ( ?) f. Mordecai : 41. 

'iw Sili s, Sarkoi : 12, 16. 

Solomon (the king) : Schw 
I, Q (nobo), Hyv; f. Amtur: 
Schwab I. 

Solomon (the king) : 34, 39, 
Ellis 1 ; Lidz 5. 

JW Sirin m. Saradust: 9. 

■*1p“iK^ Sarkoi m. Kaphni: 10; d. 
Dada: 12, 16. 

SOGW Sise d. Beth-asia : Pogn B 
(compare the following). 

P&W Sisin m. Haliphai: 29; m. 
Yazid: Pogn B; d. Hawwa: 
ibid.; undetermined ibid. (== 
60?). 

Seth (the patriarch) : 10. 

K'DTJi Terme d. Dade: 39. 

Nnxri Tata niece of Bardesa: 39. 
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1)18 be behind, tarry: Af. Wohls 
2417. 

in8 behind : p'8iny Pogn B. 
-11ns do.: 8: 3, 'I 3 n« Stiibe 58. 
"8 oh: Hal. 

T'N oh( ?) : Schwab F. 

P'S as: 32: 9. 

83^8 tree: 34: 5 * 

p nought: 3381 ? which is not 
Schw M. 

n'8 there is: nbrvt* 37: 3;nnny are 
in him, Pogn B. 
iOj? = Talm. 83'8 = 83 n'K, 
Lidz 4. 

mb is not: Pogn B. 

11338 error for following np 38 ?: 
Schw G. 

bnx eat : 36: 7 ; nKban , whoever 
(f) eats, Pogn B. 

8 b 38 food: 18: 6. 
b8 unto, b8 1: 15 (see by). 
8nb8 god: 7: 4; KnW 14; 'nb8, pi. 
16: 5 (also Glossary A). 
«nnbx goddess: Wohls 2417: 
5, 8nb8 ('’8) Wohls 2422, 
2426 (or, curse?). 

NiYinba deity: 38: 7. 
qb8 Af. teach: 8Db» Hal; 

Pogn B ; riND'bn, ib. (Pogn 
as from spb). 


838 father: pi. prrmx 36: 5. 

138 perish: 9: 7. 

83133 D destroyer : 36 : 5. 

8338 stone : 8im ■>338 Hyv. 

8138 , 81838 lead (tin?) : 19: 10, 
39: 5. 8 i 3 y: Montg. 

138 hire : 8 T 38 . Pogn B, 8 i' 3 y Lidz 


813'8 roof : 6: 7. 

Kmi'K letter, of divorce writ 


83*18 ear: Lidz 4, '138 Schw I. 

83 DT 8 alcove: 12: 13. 

38 , Mand. 3 y or: 8: 17, Lidz 2; 
if : Pogn B ; repeated — 
if . . . or : Pogn B. 

8338 a disease: 24: 2. 

yi8 squeeze: p 1 8 1 : n. 

3138 ,nn8 letter of alphabet : ni , n 38 
9: 5, & 13 H 8 35: 9. 

8nn8 sweating fever; 24 : 2. 

go: 83 bf 8 2: I, 8318 6: 6; 
impf : bl8 36: 4, byPJi, 
bin Pogn B; impv: lbp8 
Ellis 1, 3bT8 Schw F, 
bry ,biy Pogn B. 

8n8 brother: pi. w. suff. '3318 4: 3* 
83 i 8 n 8 sister : 39: 9. 

83 n 8 relative: 34: 2. 

ins take hold of: 11: 4. 
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DX, D'X if: 2: 3; repeated, whether 
. . . or, Ellis 1. 

XOX.XO'X mother : pandit 8: 4dVXOy, 
38: 14; plur. jmnn^x, 36: 
5 - 

xniooix? parallel to cattle, posses- 
sions, Schw M. 

]OX be true: Hof. porno , Schw M. 
|OX Amen: e. g. |ox pox, 14: 
8; poi py, Pogn B (see p. 

63). 

xnoo'n faith: 29: 12. 
jox denominative of X301N 
artisan (?) in xiioxn jxo 
paxroox, whoever has 
worked for you, Pogn E. 
"iox say, command : 2 : 3 ; Etpe. 
-lOJVK 30 : 7, nonx 37 : 5. 
noxo word: Schw M, lO'O 13: 
2. 

xiox tree-top?: 34: 5. 
fx if : in p, Lklz 4:9. 
px yea: poi py Pogn B (see jox). 
xnxix vessels : 38 : 3. 

X3K0 vessel rpirb jxo, Schw E. 
'DiX face: 13: 5, pvaan in your 
presence, Pogn B, no. 31. 
px anger : Schw F. 

'ax over? pa'ax paiy Schw R. 
XtiOX, ix (*nas and 3 ins) man: 1: 

12, etc.; constr. eo'X 7* 

13, t^oy 38: 8; pi. 'DO'x 7: 

15, XKOX 32: 10, X'D'XJX 
38: II. 

C”X man: n^xi 'X, Ellis 5. 
xnnjx woman, wife: 31: 9, 32: 1; 
xnni'x 9:4; xwux 3 : 3, 7 : 
15, etc.; mvn'x Schw M; 
xnrix 3:3; xnny, Eidz 2; 


pi. 'm 1 : 12, XKO 35: 8. 
XDX heal : TD’’ , w. suf. 1: 15; Etp. 
'DTP. Wohls 2422 ; ppls. 
X'DX, X'DXO , Lidz ic. 

1DX, xniDX healing, etc. : I : 3, 
13: 8; pi. 3: 1, etc. (see 
p. 129). 

HDX, xdx myrtle : 13: 3, Pogn B. 
XTWx hall: 12: 13. 
xnaipD'x, OD’X, ODy threshold: 6: 
4, 9: 11, Lidz 5. 

pipDX ? Wohls 2422 (see Frankel 
ad loc.). 

idx bind, charm, of magic : 4: I, 
etc. ; ’ nono 19: 14 ; Af. 

ppl. pm do Pogn B. ; rpa 
X’TDy, prison, ib. (see p. 
52 ). 

xidx, ''X, «y bond, spell, angel: 
4: 3, etc. 

xilD’X ditto. 4: 3, etc. 
xtdx binding: Lidz 5. 
xidio spell: 3:1. 

xmnD'X goddess : 2 : 7, etc. (see p. 

71) ; 

xmD'X ditto? Ellis 3, Wohls 
2422 (but see Frankel ; 
is the form a confusion 
with or feminine of 
XID'X ?) . 
xyx wood: 38: 2. 
px moreover: 3: 11, etc.; pix, 
Schw I. 

pax turn away : Pogn B, Lidz ia. 
’ 5 ’ax darkness : Schw F. 

'P'ax epithet of pnD 7 : n. 

Oiaiax prae para-turn? : 13: 12. 
N’TbpX keys : Pogn B. 

Xilix trap: Wohls 2417. 
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amia way: Hal 3. 
a"aona Aramaean (so read in 
Pogn B, 27, ext.), 
nyna earth : 2: 2 ; apna , Myhr, 
Pogn B. 
t£>a fire : 8 : 14. 

arn^K ditto: 14: 7; mmy, 
Pogn B. 

arpfc'a fever : 24: 2; Schw G. 
Kto'PK guilt : Schw PSBA xii, 299; 

ym DPB'N, Schw M (see p. 

86 ). 

ppya enchant: 2: 3. 

ant^a enchantment, ibid. 
ana>a rump: 'W, Pogn B. 
ns sign of accus. : Schw M (Heb.). 
NON come: 8:9; Af. TPira, 9: 7. 

|na ■= joy press?: 38: 12. 

anna place: 9: 8; nna nnan one 

after the other, 38: 11; 
annn afterwards, Schw 
F; Ann in place of, after, 

1 : 12, 28: 2. 

n, 0 in: passim; 'nnnQ'n . 2: 7 ; ’a 
ancp , 2: 3 ; sen, in that, 
Schw I (?). 

irrin a class of deities: 19: 6 (cf. 
Glossary A). 

pn an inter jectional call for divine 
help, in ann aoie> pn, 
Pogn B (cf. the Syriac 
root ; Pognon, “maledic- 
diction”). 

nnn be ashamed: impv. pi nirrn, 
Pogn B. 

sin come in : pan Schw G. 
am plunder (?) : 5: 3- 


an cleave: a’ytnA a^sA, Pogn B 
(see him, p. 50). 

loan = mas some form of evil: 
Schw L. 

Am cease, abandon: impv. 7 ; I 5> 
pass. part. 17 '• I 3> act * 

( ?) aAoan Pogn B ; Pa. 
undo: 17: 13, 7- x 3 
inf.; Etpa. Schw I. 

Alim because of: 11:8 (cf. Ats’O). 
asoan womb: 39: 3. 
noin? 32: 10, 33: 12. 
pn define, specify ( ?) : am, Schw F> 
pn, in, in** 3 ! : between: pa ... 
pn , whether ... or, 3 : 5; 

A. , 'a , between. . . and, 
29: 11 ; aim, '»a, Pogn 

B. 

am midst: 6: 11. 
no within :anA no 30 : 4. 
anyn egg: Pogn B. 
cm evil: 8: 16, etc. 

aniem malady: 34: 7. 
aninem ditto ( ?): Schw L. 
ano house, family : pnwn 12 : 2, 
pi-pro 6: 6; Mand. with 
suffix, nno, 38: 1, nman 
Lidz 4; plnr* F-ann 38: 
11. Of a sorcerer’s 
school 8: 11, 19: I 7 - 
(Am) pbaao, anbnno class of de- 
mons: 2: 7, 7: 1 7 , I° : h 
etc. (see p. 79). 
tai?n muzzle: 2:11, Lidz 4. 
yAl swallow up, destroy, Ftp. 3 : 7> 
9:6. 

amo building: 38: 3; of cattle 
bam, 40: 4; construction 
(abstract) 16: 6. 
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Npna lightning : 12 : 8. 
ra virgin : 13 : 1. 


.KHNp'a pillow: Lidz 5. 

KJ1D1D3 in on... Nrmi?K, a goddess of 
censing, embalming (?), 
Wohls 2417. 

Ny3 ask : 4:6; N^SO, act. ppl. 
f., Pogn B. 
husband 18:13, etc. 
xnan^yn class of demons (see 
p. 80): 2: 3; in Pogn B, 
'Nstnbn, 'xaxanSo, ^an^a. 

NTya, Syr. nt 3 cattle : Wohls 2422, 
34: 8, 37: 2. 

Napa herd: Pogn B, no. 27 (so 
understand). 

na, }3. son , passim; Heb. p, 41; 
plur. e. g. tew 03, 1 : g; 
plur. w. suffix naa ,11: y, 
29:6,38:4. 

«ma daughter: Ellis 1; const, 
na passim , nna 36 : 2, 
Hand, na 38 : 4, nxs 
Pogn B (nxa, no compon- 
ent of name Pogn B, ?) ; 
plur. pa 3; 3, pnnaa 3 : 
5. xbpna voice, 16: 10. 
Nnan Nnaa, demons, 29: 7. 

na apart in pD na 19: 15, Pogn B. 
ana the open country: 17: 3, 
29: 7. 

«na Pa. put outside : Pogn B. 

'«na foreigner: 29: 8. 

nna bright, of angels : Schw 


NNa D'N'yj proud : Schw M. 
aj, aw bend: Naau, 2:4; inf. 3Na», 
Etpe., Etpa., Pogn B., Pa. 
reply: 2: 4. 

NaJ back: 8: 3. 

Naia lintel: pmnaw, 6: 4. 

^>2a knead: 12: 5 (of magical op- 
eration). 

naa be strong: Pa. pnaaan, 30: 5. 
Nnaa man: 7: 17, 35: 7, 40: 


Nnaa, anaia, Hand, xnxaa, snaia 
strong: 3: 2, 19: 13, 

Pogn A, B. 

Nnnaa might: Schw F. 
great: 5:3, bnan non Schw F. 
Nn^iTa woven headdress : Lidz 


nna wall up (against demons) : 17 


ia midst: V 


nia tie, bind (of a spell) : 29: 10. 
«nia eruption, noise : 'a b«p Pog 


Naia color, form: pava 7: 15 = 
pJia Myhr. 

NQia body : Hal, Schw Q; nma. 
term for a man’s inamor- 


t*na create : 2: 2, Myhr. 

Nnna hail 1 : 14: 3. 
nna flee : Ellis 1 : 8. 

T>3 bless : 25 : 3 ; Pa. Nana I 
(~ '3D ?). 

pn3 flash (lightning) : 12 : 8. 


bra rob: Pogn B. 
nra inhibit, ban 17: 13, Pogn B. 
Nnnna ban : 7 : 13. 

Na'nnTa magical condemnation 
Montg. 
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n relative particle, passim; with 
following half-vowel, n, 
e. g. W. In Mand. n 
for n, 38: 12, 14, Pogn 
A, p. 13. Used to resume 
a preposition, Pogn B, no. 
12, 1 . 6 (For omission of 
the particle in genitive 
construction, see p. 39.). 

: nn mine : 'TT3 , on my own 
part, 2:5; nnn , his, 30: 


NOO (magic) divorce: 8:7 (q. v.). 
N^KOia Gukaean: Pogn B. 

NDO great: Schw F. 

side: pi. 34: 4 ; familiar 
spirit: 6: 2, 12: 9. 
ba b’ba circuit: oby 'a, 25:7. 

ab^ba rock ( ?) : Pogn B (so 
Pognon; or of the magic 
circle?). 

xbaba circuit mm ^baba Stube 
58, Pogn B. 

Nnbaba spheres : jbabai tnia 8 : 13. 
Nbana ditto : n'sy tobana Pogn R. 
aba^a ditto: K’oa' ^ 3 , 6; 11. 
Nnba, Nnxbay, — ^baba : Pogn B 
(from bay?). 

nba^xo’ba, = to NO’bn, Lidz 4. 

Hba engrave: spba TV, n: 9. 
boa baoas ? Wohls 2422 (“good 
works”?), 
spa engrave : 36 : 7. 

Toa completion : jot iToa ny Schw 


'bn ditto : 7: 12 ; n bna, in 
order that, 28: 4. 
lurk, of demons : 1: 6, 6: 4, 
18: 6. 

pm cling, haunt, of demons: it: 6, 
Pogn B. 

“im see “DT . 

“im, nnn by on account of: 
25: 3. 

tnm pasture land: Ellis 3. 
NJfromo chariot-driver : Pogn 


.«a'a Jinn: Hyv, prob. 37: 10 (see 
p. 80). 

xnaa, inaia troop: 7: 17; species 
of demons 3 7 : 6. 

KVVW, xnv'va polished armor: 2: 1, 
27: 3. 

Nana an itching disease : Wohls 
2422. .' : ,L 

N»ma, &nm ,) 3 north : Pogn B. 

Nona bone, body: 7: 17. 

bpna Pa., chain : Pogn A (root 
bba ?). 

Noma body: Stube. 


«ban (angelic) cohorts: 8: 14. 

(jn) Nan judgment, of the last 
day: 4: 4, 19: 8, Wohls 2417. 
nn dwell: |nn Ellis 5, jwm (?) 
Myhr. 

snn dwelling-place and its 
precincts: 32: 11, 38: 2, 
Lidz 4 (N1NH). 

«rm ditto: 29: 8. 

Nmn ditto : 8 : 4, 29 : 6. 

Nmo ditto: Schw E, Hal. 
am tread down : impv. pam Lidz 4. 
N-iNtfn evil-doing : Lidz 4. 
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Knn chase: Pogn B. 
bm fear: i: 12, Peal and Pael, 
n^m fearful, Schw F. 
SO^nno terrifying : 35 : 7. 
Scaftoloi : 35 : 4. 

KVH devil : 1: 7, 39: 5, etc. (see p. 
74 ). 

Kan pure : 27 : 4. 

Knain place : pnan (sic) Schw G. 
131 record: 14: 6, 29: 9. 

“ 131 , Mand. “DT, male: 6: 2, 
39: 5, Ellis 5. 
tonan name: 28: 5. 
t6n draw up: Pogn B, Etpa. 

K^no reliever, epith. of Ra- 
phael: 34: 7. 

K^n place in Babylonia : Hal. 
cn blood: Schw M. 

KDn, be like, appear in disguise, of 
spirits : Knanb impf. Pogn 
B, Etpe. 1 : 12, etc. 

KJTiDl likeness : im imp , 6 : 4 ; 
plur. KriKim, 39: 9 (see p. 
82). 

Km sleep: Wohls 2417. 
am be astounded : Stiibe 47. 
npm a disease ( ?) : 34 : 10. 

(nn) Krone east : Wohls 2422 (so 
Frankel), KJTD, Pogn B. 
Kvanon ban-writ: 32: 4, etc. 

(ppn) Kpmn, fem. Knpnnn child: 
11: 6, Kpmn 36 : 4 ; 

KpTn, Kpnsn ditto: 18: 6, Lids 
5 * 

KJlpnnn ditto. Pogn B. 

N 30 YT healing: 37*. 1, Pogn B. 
KOinn south: Wohls 2422. 
nc’nn true: 13: 8. 


K.n see! here!: 7: 13, 18: 8 in 
impart, Lidz 5. 

Kmn limb (the 248 members) : 

Schw E, F, Stiibe 56. 
nnn return: 18: 9. 

Kin, Heb. mn be: nnm,i:2, 4; 
ppl. = future, 37 : 3 ; 
Mand. w. prep., nimnn, 
38: 13; tv" , Schw M. 
dm mansion: 38: 2, Plyv, Pogn 
A, B, Lidz 2; heavenly 
temple, 14: 3. 
pan thus: 17: 10. 
pan ditto : 8 : 8. 

nn^n Halleluia, magical term: 7: 
17, etc. ; misspelt, 20 : 5, 
24: 4, 31 : 8, 32: 12. 
ibn walk : i Wd 3:3. 
isn turn: paanta, of the angels who 
revolve the planets, Stiibe 
8; Etp. ib. 1 . 14, 36 : 1. 
naan, wan, ia'sn, naan magical 
terms for reversing 

charms, Ellis 3, and astro- 
logical fate, Schw G (sun, 
earth, stars, constella- 

tions). 

twvaan a disease : Wohls 2422 
(Frankel reads Krraan, see 
below) . 

K'lKnn mental conceptions : Pogn 
A. 

Kmn now: 3: 11, 4: 1. 

V and, passim : n. b. pan 3 : 3, 
k^ti 14: 6, 'fcWKDn Pogn 
B no. 24, Knap 3 Ki 30: 3, 
K'mnKV38: 12. 
n woe 1:1:9. 
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“V>*V» glaucoma: Kntni '1, Stiibe 44 == 
Wohls 2416 (see p. 93). 
ni, D' in rvOK like, 37 : 10; nib apud, 

3 : 3 syiJ m p from the 
body, Schw M ; nib’s 3:3; 
n’ sign of accusative, w. 
noun 3 : 4 ; w. pron. 7 : 13 ; 
w. subject of passive ’2’bK> 
nirm n’ Schw F ; resuming 
P, 5 : 3 * 

’212T' flies : Wohls 2422. 

&H2T marriage-portion : Pogn B. 
pt buy, Pa. sell : Pogn B. 

“DT see Pogn B, p. 38 : “an inde- 
pendent root == (1) turn, 
(2) cherish” ; but the 
passages in his bowls can 
be explained by equation 
with nan, lead turn, order. 
MrvpbT wasp: Pogn B. 

(nr) n’tD on this side : 13 : 7. 
nnr Pa. put on guard, Etpa. be on 
guard : Pogn B. 

KH’IT corner -.4:2, Pogn B. 

21T fly off : 12’TK1 1211 Wohls 2414. 
(JIT) xir. ni«I spouse: 38: 13, etc. 
(TIT) ’NtKT success: 38: 13. 


nir, 

n nr depart 

: nrn, jinn 

Ellis 

3 


(see j 

». 130); Pa. 

, jnnio, 


13: 7 \ 

; Etp. Jimp 

10: 

6, 


snmni 

r Pogn B. (cf. ntJ, 


yit ; see to 3 : 2). 



w, 

yyr, m - 

ditto: JiyT’ , 

7: 

55 


ppls. 

yr, nr? 7: 

12, 

.== 


«yr, pyr, Myhr; jiynr 7: 

5 * 

rw 

impious, 

of charms: : 

2:7, 

4: 


1, Pogn B. 

xniM’T impiety: 30: 5. 


KTT glory: 7: 5, Pogn B. 

KJ’KT weapon: Pogn B. 

KJ’T restraint, loss: 34: 12; 

4 rvo, prison: Pogn B, 
Lidz 2. 
honey: 12: 5. 

dot victorious: 37: 11; pKT K'n, 
)N’ 3 KT 40: 25, Pogn B, 
Lidz 5. 

KD12T victory, etc., parallel to 
NniDX Pogn A, B. 

*lbr pour: 12: 5. 
snm hair : Pogn A. 

DT resound: 6: 1 1. 

KDT’O resonance: 6: n. 

}DT Pa. designate (of setting apart 
the magic bowls) : 3 : I, 
31, etc.; invite: Pogn B. 
(nor) NniDT singing-girl = harlot : 
Pogn B, Lidz 2. 

“HDTD psalm : 14: 3. 
sam a precious stone?: Hyv. 

KiT’jr harlot : Pogn B, Lidz 2. 

’EM hairs, used in magic?: 7: 13 
(see p. 153). 
nsKT foul: Pogn A. 

Kp’T blast: 12: 8 ; plur. blast-de- 
mons 14: 5, 19 : 3; 'PW> 
Schw M (see p. 80). 
nr equip magically: 4: 6, 19: 13, 
31: 4, 38: 2, Pogn B. 
«nnr, 'O magical equip- 
ment : 38 : 13, 40 : 2, 
Pogn B, Lidz 2. 

Njnr seed : Schw I, Hyv. 

Kn’yTT posterity: 1: 8. 

2n Pa. love: 13: 4. 
tan love: ’aru, 13: 9. 
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xan hide: Etp. Schw I. 

bnn Pa. injure, destroy: i: 10. 

ssbanft the destroyer 9: 8; 
travail, of a woman, 13: 

- ii- 

Kban, 'in injury, destruction: 

Schw F, G, N. 

KbKan ditto: 7: 16. 

Kb’an ditto : 32: 8, 37: n. 
Knban ditto: 16: 6. 

Kniban ditto: 32: 8. 
pin embrace, cherish, of angels : 
13: 4- 

nan enchant : 6:6. 
nn one : Knn 4:1; "lE’ynn n, Ellis3. 
Smn one another: 31 : 6, Pogn 
B. 

mn Af. surround: 4: 6. 

KlKin (magic) circle: 39: 7. 
K*Wn precinct, property : 40 : 
4, w. K’m , livestock, 
nnn new: xnnn, Km«n Pogn B ; f. 
Knnnn 13: 11. 

Kin Pa. show : 37 : 7, Pogn A, B. 
(am) Kam guilty: Schw F. 

Kin serpent: plur. xnNiKm, Pogn 
B. 

n". n nb, without: Schw I. 

K¥m» precinct: Schw P. 
quick! magical interjection: 
14: 4 q. v.; also .*mnx 
5?in\ ib.; n^inx Stube 
14; E^n*' Schw N (between 
angel-names), Pogn B, 
no, 5, end; cf. Man. 

Kfinirn a skin-disase: Wohls 2422. 
Ktn see: 30: 4, Pogn B; Etpe. 
appear: jirnm 6: 9, etc. 


Klin apparition: pi. Kl Kirn 31 : 

10, Pogn A, Lidz 5. 

Krm ditto: 30: 5. 

Ktan sin: 1: 3, 4 (of demons). 

KXtm sinner: D'ytm (?) Schw 
M. 

Knxtin sin: Schw PSBA, xii, 
299 (see p. 86). 
sitan pluck away : Lidz 4. 

Krrsan a demon: 8: 2, 8, 12; 
Kna'tan, 17: 4. 
ntan switch, plague: 30: 14. 

Km live : tin 1 ' 16 : 4, pma 36 : 6 ; 
Af. m«n of mother, 24 : 5. 
Km living: 38: 7, 39: 8: pi 
life: 30: 1, 38: 13 (see 
Glossary A). 

Knm animal : 7 : 14. 

Knim ditto Hal; pi K^Kim 39: 
6, xn^uim 38 : 3, Pogn 
B. 

nmm> healing: Schw H. 
bm Pa. make strong : pbmo pass. 
31: 5. ( abrnnc, n’bmn% 
Schw F ?). 

Kbm power : 2 : 1, pi Kinbm 2 : 
. 2; Knbm bma 37: 4. 

(in) nman a skin-disease: so read 
in Wohls 2422 for m 
(Frankel, Knian). 

KD'an sage, in sorcery: 39 : 7. 

(bn) Hbibn marriage chamber : 36: 
7- 

’bn sickness : Schw F. 

Kabn milk: Pogn B. 

Kiabn, 'm dream: 6: 10, 31: 4, 39- 
10, etc. (see p. 82). 
pbn arm: 19: 13. 



«s6n weak: Pogn B, Lidz ia. 

Nttn father-in-law: Pogn B no. 29 
(but read 'tnon ?). 

Kn»n mother-in-law: Ellis 3, 
Schw G (curse of). 

KD'n wrath: Schw F. 
ion name of a place: 5:4. 

Don do violence: 2: id. 

* f ‘DN'n leaven: 13: 12. 

Kion wine : Hyv, Pogn B. 

N*iDn ass: 40: 4, 14. 

Kmotn pebble-charm : 19: 16, plur, 

, pom, thorn/., 4* B 3 0: 3 - 
38: 11 (see p. 87). 
pa'nt^D n five of you -.8:31,17:4. 

sn^*»n fifth: 6: 8. 
son womb : 36: 5. 
son encamp : pono ? Schw I. 

XDjn palate : Pogn B. 

P^n throttle, of a lilith : 18: 6, Lidz 
5 - 

Nnaon, KDDn sufferings : Schw M, 

Q. 

pon quickly ( see to k’ln ) : 1 3 : 9 ; 

12 'on out upon thee, 
Schw M. 

xnD'n grace: 13: 6. 

D«n contumelious: 30: 4. 
i>Dn cease : t'b'Dn Schw I. 
non jealous: K'n&DXn xrx, Lidz 4; 
pDDssn ? Schw I. 

(in)NmSQn a skin-disease: Wohls 
2422, end. 

pan desire: Schw E. 
totfin name of a place: Hal, Schw 
E (Hal. identifies with an 
Arabic place-name; Schw 


with a place mentioned in 
Jer. Sheb. viii, 5). 

bpn twist: Pogn B. 

(fcon) Knorins a pungent herb ?: 
28: 3. 

nm Pa. lay waste: 38: 11, Pogn B. 

K2in sword: 37: 8. 

Tin Pa. terrify: wn inf. 8: 7. 

KhTinx a kind of spell : Stiibe 
25 - 

Tin a pungent herb ? : 28: 3. 

Dm ban : pass, ppl., 7: 17, Pogn 
P». 

DKin curse: Montg. 

XDnn anathema: Schw M. 

KnomK ditto : 2: 6; also xnonn, 
read by Frankel in Wohls 
2426 : 2. 

tftyvn Hermon: 2: 6. 

KDnnan eruptive disease: Wohls 
2422 (read n for n). 

Dibnn ditto: 29: 9. 

Tn Pa. blaspheme: 8: 16. 

inn sharp : 7: 17. 

tsnn Pa. enchant, poison: 7: 13 of 
water (see p. 84). 

pnn black arts : 5 : 2, 33: 8, 
etc., Pogn B (see p. 84). 

KSnn sorcerer {harms) : Pogn 
B, x-enn, xnxenn, masc. 
■' ^ and fern. 

xnenin empoisonment : 39 : 6. 

K 3 lt?n darkness : 16: 6: pi. xni^n 
Pogn B. 

onn seal (magically) : nnn»i D'nn 
passim; 31: 5, 39: 11, etc. 

K»nn, Kon^n seal: 7: 4, 19: 15, 
38: 7 - 
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650 inn besealment: 9: 11. 
floinn{?) ditto: 34: 1. 

65nonn ditto : 3: 1, 30: 1, 38 : 

13, Pogn A 65 n 065 nn. 
66nomn ditto: Pogn B. 

'30 gazelles : Wohls 2414. 
bin dip: Schw F. 
y:o seal: Ellis 1. 

nyao a seal: ib. 
mo Etpa. purified: 12: 7. 

(ana) ao good : 29 : 9. 

65110 mountain: 7: 12, etc. 

Doo ? Ellis 1. 

65 b ’0 shade : 66 b '0 '33 'T6P 29 : 9. 
'bo'o covers (used of the 
bowls) : 4: 1. 

jbboo herb in a magic recipe : 
28: 3. 

650 D unclean : 34: 10. 

'Dio defilements : 29 : 7. 

*=150 Pa. defile : Pogn A. 

65 JV,yo false deity: pi. 66niyo Wohls 
2422, 65 nyo ib. 2426. 

653 B 10 the deluge: 10: 5. 

“no Af. frighten away: 7: 17. 

Kllio disturbing: 'o 653 'tn 30: 
5 - 

mo trouble: Schw I. 

*\10 tear, pluck : 18: 6 ppl. of a 
lilith. 

65 nEnio, ''0 talon, toe: 19: 19; 

pi. 65 , biio , Pogn A, B. 
6«n2iio agitation : Lidz 4. 

0B11D etc. some part of the heart : 

11:7 and parallels. 

E>10 stop up, of the ears : Lidz 4. 


65 ' interjection: mn 65 ' 14: 7, nn\ 

MWIK 1. 4. 

ba' bring: 065 ^ 165 , Pogn B, no. 28. 
E> 3 ' dry up : Pogn B. 

1 ' hand: 'nil' 19: 14, ni '65 34: 13; 
' 1'65 by on side of, Schw 
E; T 3 per, 8: 13; n'nn 
'b'l '1' 7: 12; 6511 ' their 

hand ?, Schw E, Q. 
in’ 1 give: 36: 4, Ellis 1. 

6501 ' day: 4: 4 (of judgment). 

6500 ' day-time: 3: 3, etc.; 

650650'65 39 : 10 ; 650660 y 

Pogn B. 

lb' bear (children) : 1 : 8. 

651 b' child : 36: 6. 

65 b 65 lio parturition : 39: 1 1. 

650 ' sea: 7: 12, 8: 9, 14: 2, Pogn B. 
650 ' adjure: 653 y 3 K’Di 65 J'D 1 D 7: 16, cf. 
40: 5 * etc. ;n'Oi658 : 6 ,'fi'Ol 65 
17: 8; with by 8: 12. So 
understand |'Oio spem,; 
Schw I: 5 (not “water 
magic” !). 

6531010 exorcism : 1 : 12 ; pi. 

1'nxoio Lidz 5. 

65 n '010 ditto : Schw I. 

653 'D' right-hand: 6 : 10, Pogn A. 
65 ' 0 ' 3 i south: Pogn B (with 
65 ' 31 J ). 

ID' = 1D65 : i : 12 . 

'ip', '1 p '65 a disease : Wohls 2422, 
Schw G (who reads npi 65 
— the preceding ' 12 ' 65 D is 
misspelling for this, plus 
2 , and). 

I'P' burning, of fire : 4 : 7. 

651 p' glory = name: 8: 6. 
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T'pN*' glorious, of the Name: 
Lidz 5. 

XT’ throw: X 31 », Lidz 4, pierced 
with a lance ?, but see 
Lidz, and cf. 3 iy. 
xmix the Law: Hyv, Michael 
prince of the L. 
xn'JTiD javelin: 11 : 7 and par- 
allels. 

KJTVy 'll 1 * Jordan (mystical river) : 
Pogn B. 

xnT month: 6: 5, Pogn B. 

NpT greens : 18 : 6. 

HTTP howler (class of demons) : 
15: 6, Myhr 2, Schw G 
(see p. 81.). 

rn' inherit: nwn»? Ellis 5. 
(jtj»)xrw sleep : 6: 10, 

3 JV 1 sit: 13: 7, etc.; impf. 1st per. 

3’riy Pogn B. 
fcnrp bowstring: 2: 5. 

3, '3 like: '3 12: 8, n xin '3 32: 4; 
13 . . PS , correlative, 13: 7; 
“13 Pogn B, Lidz 5 ; ND 3 
Ellis 1 ; rrtsx 37 : 10 ; 
as if ?, Schw F. 

3 X 3 Af . put in pain : KT3D, |X 3 y 3 XD 
Pogn B, Lidz 2. 

XO^O pain, sickness : Wohls 
2422, Pogn B. 

333 prevail : bv 333 ^ impf. Pogn B. 
£'33 press down (technical phrase 
for the bowl magic): 4: 
i, 38: 12, impv. ptwia 
Lidz 4; Etpe. 6: 9. 

XEU'Ci term for the bowl: 6:1, 
etc.; xoby W 3 (?) 28: 
2 ; step of a throne 12 : 6. 


333 deceive: 32: 9, Pogn B. 

N 333 so: 16: 8. 

xnx 3 D 'm*> 7: 9? 

333 artificial parallel to 33 n ? : 
Lidz 5. 

8113 pitcher: Pogn B. 

X 3313 star : 4 : 4 the 7 stars ; 34 : 6 ; 

Hal, Schw E. 

^3 hold: bl'O inf. 4: 1. 

J 13 arrange: Tina 1st pers. 15: 5. 

X33» residence : Pogn B. 

W 3 planets: Ellis 3 (see § 3). 
xa'3 stone, as charm: Ellis 3 (read 
XW 3 ?). 

X33 tooth: Lidz 4. 
i? 3 , *33 all: 7: 6 (both forms), etc.; 
jxobl3 , everyone, Lidz 2. 
garland : 13 i l l . 
xr6a daughter-in-law : Ellis 3, 
Schw G. 

xrraba bitch : Schw L. 

3 D 3 Etpa. return: Pogn B (see him 
p. 20). 

X 3 D 10 priest: 19; 10. 

’ 3 D 3 magic ,?: Wohls 2426. 
XJ 33 D 3 X magical practice : Stiibe 

2. 

pa so: 3: 11 ; p 33 therefore, 9: 7, 
here, 25: 1. 

; (X 33 )xnxiJ 3 associates: 19: 9. 

XE 03 wing : Pogn B. 

XW '33 congregation: '3 IV 3 ^D'X 
Wohls 2422 (see p. 79). 
D 3 abridge, blame: Pogn B. 

XC 3 , XDX 3 , D 13 (incantation) bowl: 
7: 13, 31: 1, Pogn B 
(KD1D), Lidz 5. 
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ND 3 Pa. cover : 13 : 6, Pogn B. 

N'Da covering: Pogn B. 

NH 1 D 3 ditto : 13: 6. 

NDm, N'DTD, throne: B: 14, 14: 3. 

(aya), |nyaN ugliness, a disease ? : 
34: 10. 

Npa'a; menstruation: 29: 7. 

1 S 3 disbelieve: Pogn B. 

mm ? in o Tin, Wohls 2422. 

Narnia sickness: 7: 11, Wohls 
. 2422.'. 

* 1*13 avert, reverse, Pe. Pa. Etp. : 
Pogn B, Lidz 1 a; Wohls 
2422 ( ?). 

N 313 sphere, orbit (astrological 
term) : NTna NaxtiH mnn 
N'TiriND N'iDrmi : Pogn B. 

tons Wohls 2422, see xaaan. 

‘•Nieb Chaldaeans : Hyv (see bxnoa, 
Gloss A) . 

Noons honesty : Pogn B, Lidz 2. 

* 1^3 Pa. bewitch: Pogn B, Lidz 1 a 
'DtJQD for 'S 3 > 3 D ? 

Al^'a sorcery : Schw I. 

“V’ 3'3 decent, of a good demon: 29: 
7 - 

ana write, of the charms : 9 : 3 etc., 
Pogn B. 

Nana, xnana writing: Ellis 1. 

Kna^na written charm: Ellis 3. 

(ana) VT3 Pa. remain, so under- 
stand NnNTaDxb NmnNb, 
of the demons not return- 
ing or remaining, Lidz 5, 
and cf. Noldeke, Gr. § 45. 

b to and sign of accusative 
passim; with suff. 'a'!? 


fern. 7 : 9, 10; Nab = ■’•si), 
17: 10; N'b to me, Pogn 
B, etc. In composition, 
Jinbrna, 1: 6, and passim 
in Mandaic with verb and 
pronominal suffix, e. g. 
nb‘ , p , 3 B> I have divorced 
her, 32: 9; for by, 19: 10; 
with verb to denote pur- 
pose, D'lbnb, Pogn B, no. 
23, 1. 45, 46 (cf. by). 

xb not, passim; in Mand. com- 
pounded with following 

word, e. g. 38: 8, naNb. 

(NNh^bNi labor, asthma?: 0 nm 

16: 9. 

N 3 'b, Nab^b heart: 28: 5, etc.; 
xab'b 11 : 7 and parallels, 
19: 18. 

c?ab be clad: 2: 2, 8:3; Af. 13: 6, 
Pogn B. 

Ntnab garment : 2 : 2, 13 : 6. 

nab see Dpa. 

Nib be attached to : pncry pb of 
demons, 6: 3, NnbnD Pogn 
B. 

Nh'b company: Pogn B. 

mb curse :; Stii.be 4, Pogn B, Lidz 
2 NTDNb, they cursed him. 

NJiDlb ;; a curse: 5 : , : 1, 31: 4, 
Pogn B; Ellis 3: Nnab; 
Schwab M pi. ptaib (see 
p. 84). 

NDIDNb ditto: NDN’DlDNb pi. 

.. \ Pogn B. : 

NiDb species of demons : 20; 
3 * 

6^lb Pa. soil: pnb^ixbD, Pogn A. 
Nipnb food : Schw F. ; 
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srnb enchant: 5:1. 

'nob species of demons: 9: 7, 32: 
5. 7, 33; 5, 34: 9 > 10; 
Kiiatib Montg. 

tob'b, n'b'b night: 1 : 13, etc.; K'bb 
Pogn B. 

’•.b'b. male counterpart to lilith: 8: 
21, etc. 

Nn'b'b lilith; 1: 8; pi. Wi'b’b 
and fctntob'b ; n. b. nnb'b, 
nb'b, 13: 3, 6 (see p. 75). 
npb impv. rip, recipe , repeated term 
in magical formula: Hal. 
&wb tongue: 13: 2; tongue of 
curses, charms, etc., 4: 1 ; 
Pogn B, Lidz 4 (see p. 
88 ). 

ko 100: «»nbn 38 : 5: |xd, fmn, 
200, Schw E, F. 
sickle, weapon of angels: 7: 
1 7- 

xthd rotten: Pogn B. 

toiD remove : v o? 3 , imp, fem., 17. 

' 11. 

fib suck: 18: 6. 

die : «m 'IT’D ppl. Wohls 2417. 
Nnib death: 3: 6. 

WD ditto : Wohls 2422, 

; NJToriDD killer, fem. : 36 : 5. 
(ro)KnMD hair : pa' 8 'T 3 D Pogn B. 
KniD brain, head: Schw F. 
sna strike: ppl. pi. jno 6:4; pmrn 
Etpe. 18: 7; Lidz 5. 

KrmD stroke, plague: 16: 6. 
Nnina ditto : 40 : 8. 


Kivno ditto: 8)wn» Pogn B, 
twiKvre Lidz ic. 

KTinxa city: Pogn B (see fcona). 

WPKnnKD of Mahoza : Pogn B. 
ndd chance on, reach: Pogn B; Af. 
bring, 25: 5. In Pogn B 
nj'DiM (= nr do 3 ), from 
KVD? 

{sniDD in 'an, I pray: Wohls 
2417. 

bitra , Hand, biara, biara# with n 
and verb, because that: 
4: 3, Lidz 5; w. b and 
inf., in order to : 2 : 6 (cf. * 
bui'2 ) . 

K'D, 'a, 'D'D , Heb. D'D water: K'a 
a disease, Wohls 2422 
(see p. 93) ; #n"f wa 18: 
6; 't^Kina 7: 13; who 
my w., Pogn B; trb.of the 
heavenly sea, 8: 14. 

#ra kind, species: 1: 8; species of 
magic, Ellis 5. 

baa eat (denominative) : 37: 9. 
ba Pa. speak: ppl. Schw G. 

#nba Mand. #nbya ; pi. pba, 
Hand. K'bia , word, espe- 
cially of incantations : 6 : 
12, 12: 9, 34: 5, 38: C, 
Pogn B. (see p. 85). 

#nbba ditto: 6: 9. 
abb 0 #b#ba ditto: 27: 5, 38: 8. 
#ba be full: psbarp 12: 7. 

8'b'a flood : Pogn B. 

«3#ba angel, passim as title of evil 
spirits, 4: I, 37: 8, 38: 6, 
Wohls 2422 16; of dei- 
ties, 36: 5. 
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Kim^D female angel = god- 
dess: Pogn B, no. 15 of 
Estera; in his no. i4"iKriDy 
'B non^D, prob. fern, form 
(Pogn “queen”). 

NK'Nlta zodiac-sign 19 : 9( ?), his 
constellation (cf. Glos- 
sary A). 

iobio king: 34: 8 of Solomon; Hyv 
of Michael ; ib. q^KD of . 
God (Arabism? — so 
Nokleke, p. 295) ; 11 : 5* 
18: 4, k. of demons. 

queen : 19: 6, q. of god- 
desses. 

Nftiabb kingdom: Wohls 2417. 

P> gen. pp from, passim; 'DD (?, 
Schw F '» Schw H ; w. 1 
assimilated 13: 6, 17: i, 
feb 17: 5 ; 'tU'D from me, 
Lidz 5, N'b'H pD ditto, 
Pogn B. *id£*d — iDt?n, 
Wohls 2426, and his note 
p. 29. 

N 3 D Pa. ordain : Schw F, arrange 
15:5. 

NHfcOD portion, in marriage: 
pi. tfriKOD Pogn B. 

kdd melt: 9: 6. 

"iDD denom. f r. ids, bind : 32 : 7, 

33 ^ 8 . 

xb'JJD robe: K"iD'n 'D13: 6. 

K'jreD intermediate (of the middle 
of the three spatial re- 
gions) : tont6y Pogn 

B. 

"iVD bind: Pogn B, Eidz 2, topnyn 'd 
( so Pogn, and cf. Ass. 
masaru, but see Nold. 
Mand. Gram. 84, n. 2). 
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(“ID) 'TIB bitter: 2: 3, 4: 4, epithet 
of devils and charms. 
bObOD bitterness : Pogn B, and 
plur. ttnbtotOD. 

(bOD)KOD lord: of deity 19: 5 ; as 
human title, bODlT "ID Schw 
E; of the sorcerer Lidz 4 ; 
construct "ID , Hyv, gen. 
■HD, 18: 1; Til"iD his lord, 
12: 6; pi, ptpsokb Pogn 
B, pnn-iD 28: 5. 
btnib '’^tre=s. la v pmD , our 
lady 19: 5 ; lady of dead 
and living Wohls 2417, 
Pogn B btntobtD. 

HID rebel: Schw F. 

"HD rebel : 1:9. 

btnfc>D oil: Schw F. 

ariD town: Ellis 3, opposed to ton 

DHD stretch out: Pogn B, Etpa. 

yi) plague : 16 : 4, JHJ'K 29 : 9. 

*0 move, etc. : Stiibe 62. 

m: Pa. excommunicate, expel: Pu. 

pit 3D , Hal = Schw E, 
bOOD Schw M ; see Lidz’s 
note on toiD = bOID ? in 
Lidz 2. 

'TO (?) excommunication?: 

Ellis 3. 

bOTJ vow, ban, in magic : 5 : 2, 7 : 

13, 32: 12, Lidz 4 torno 
(see p. 84). 

Nino he is ( ?) ; Hal. 

"HO Af. make clear, name (?) : 7: 
9- 

tovro light: 16: 6, also boro 
Pogn B. 
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TO tremble : Pogn B ; pi 30 - , Pael 
pass, ppl., Halevy (see § 
3 )* 

Nno commotion : Pogn B. 
ni 3 rest: Etpe. n 3 JT'«, 2; 6. 
rnn: rest: Pogn B. 

Kno('o ?) in on now?; Schw 
R. 

KUO rest: 16: 7, Schw E. 

Nno fire: 8: 13, 14: 3; charms of 
fire 15: 7, 34: 11 ; Gabriel 
prince of fire, Hyv; light, 
in o on 1 : 9. 
fcono pepper: 28: 3. 
m3 depart: mm, 5:1. 

(b? 3 ) constellations : 

34: 6, Ellis 3, Schw G. 
ppO class of evil spirits : 21 : 
23: 2. 

PP^D class of evil spirits: 7: 
11, 14: 6, ppoo 23: 4 
(see p. 75)* 

KBTO bronze : 4: 6, 6: 1 1 , 15 : 7. 
Iina come down: 8: 7, 12: 5; Af. 2: 
6, 27: 9 (of angels, 
curses). 

nt33 Pa. guard: 7: 9, 35: 6; Etpe. 
10: 3, 32: 11. 

soto, guardian: Wohls 
2417, Pogn B. 

■ Nmt33, v Nt 33 guarding: 35 : 1, 
38 : 13, Pogn A. 
snmo ditto: 7: 13. 
xnontOD wardship: 35: 6. 
mn 3 before: Schw F. 

D 23 Pa. butcher: Pogn B. 

N^nno stranger: Pogn B. 

£?n 3 bite: Schw L, Q DIO. 


D3 Af. afflict: pmon, 17: 6. 

ND3 Pa. prove, try: n« , D 3 she has 
proved, Pogn B. 

KmDfcO trial : Pogn B. 
nD 3 take up: 4: 6, 28: 3, Pogn B; 

impv. f. pi. mo 17 : 9. 

IDO Nisan : Wohls 2422 (see p. 
55 )- 

ns 3 blow with the breath : Schw E, 
of demons blowing on the 
brain. 

|Q 3 fall: impv. lSs Wohls 2414, 
Pogn B. 

&6fiO '3’in a disease: 29 : 7. 
pS3 go out: pis' 3: 11 ; impv. pis 36: 

2, ’pis 8 : io, ips, ps 
17: 6, 7; Af. fcOpTOD 
Myhr ==' twp'ao 7: 12; 
inf. xpzvh 9: 8, w. stiff. 

. 32: 8. 

“iS3 Af. put to flight: mS3K Schw 
F(?), see § 3. 

KD’Sl life, person : 7 : 13; 2 : 1, 
Pogn, on of one’s own. 

KY3 wrangle : Pogn B, Lidz la. 
m: be victorious: Hal, of a star; 

Qian 0 , Schw I. 

S3m»*o victorious : Schw I. 

(«p 3 ) NJni p3 libation : 36 : 7. 

(np3) >ip 3 Pa. perforate : Pogn B. 

Ip3 distinct renunciation : 0 
D'2p3 “lints 9: 6. 

Kn2p3 woman, female: 30 : 4, 
nn(' , )p3 Ellis 1, Schw M; 
«nmp3 30: 3, Knnpo (most 
common form, sing, and 
plur.) 6: 3, 8: 2, 3 7: 10; 
#ropo 8:8; «napu , plur. 
Kn&apO, Lidz 4, .39: 6, 
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.'■■KnKapj Pogn A. 

KriDp'D curse ? : Schw I. 
taps, Mand. sab grasp: 4: 6, 7: 17, 
16: 8, Pogn B Pe. and 
Etpe. 

K 3 E 20 trap : Wohls 2414. 

spirit, of man : Schw G, 
39: 2. 

*|tw blow, of windblasts: 12: 8. 
ina Hif. permit: Hof. pniD, Schw 
G. 

3KD Pa. make unclean: kdkdd to'ya 
Wohls 2422. 

JND pass. ppl. spiled, foul : KnKT’XD 
39: 10, fcOT’KD , m. pi, 
Pogn A, Nnwa'D Pogn B 
(cf. K 3 D). 

30 turn away: 8: 13. 

NJD Af. walk: 12: 6, Pogn B. 

*’3D numerous : pD pi. Schw 

Q- 

N1D stocks, for the feet: 39: 4, 
Pogn A KHIND. 

KUK3D, 'kd bases, of the world: 
Pogn (p. 77). 

030 , ODD close Up : NED KDDI KD'TD 
38: 10, KDTDD 40: 21. 

OHD Sodom. 

K“HD row: 2: 7, 27: 11. 

KD'DiD seducing spirits: 35: 4 (see 
p. 80). 

tsnoiD mare : Wohls 2414. . 

511 D in / D“i KD' , Red Sea : 34 : 4. 

ND1D end: Schw F, pD^y tpD^. 
dhd seize: Pogn B, Lidz ia. 
fine put a cover on: pass. ppl. KB'D 
38: 12; Pa. 7: 17, Pogn 
B. 


BABYEONIAN SECTION. 

Kino magic art: K'nnD 39: 4, Pogn 
A, B, possibly in *OD 3 KT>D 
== y nD3 KT* no , Lidz 4, 

KDD go astray : 1 : 9. 

«i?DD, k&idd Lat. situla ? : Schw F, 
bis. 

K 3 DD a satan, Satan: 2: 3, 5 : 4, 
etc.; kjkdd 19: 3, 40: 8; 
plur. 35 : 3. 

KIDD writ: 'DDlTTi 'D 26: 6. 

fcOD'D side: 6: 10. 

KB’D sword: 37 : 8. 

ndd, K 3 D» look at: Pogn A, of the 
' demon’s glance; Schw I. 

i? 3 D Af. commit offence: 4: 2, 5 
(inf. ^ 3 DK ) ; Etpa. be- 
come wise Stiibe 48. 

(pD)KniJ'DD'D poverty: 34: 12, 
Lidz 4, as object of exor- 
cism; 16: 10, genius of p. 

33 D close up: 13: 1, Pa. Lidz 4. 
kidd astrological term = 
pole ? Montg. 

n^D Selah, magic word, 5 : 7, 36: 8, 
etc.; ri^KD 20: 5, 24: 6 
(see p. 63). 

Kn^'D cage-work: 19: 10. 

P^D go up: p^D 3d pers. 32: 8, 
JTp^D 1st pers. 9: 7. 
KnpKDD ascent: Pogn B. 

KDD ( ?) poison : Schw F. 

1DD descend upon : Pogn B. 

K^KDD left hand : Pogn A ; &6 d!2>, 6 : 
10. 

;,| pDD a place in Babylonia (Feb. 

121a, y D 'D 3 K), home of a 
demon: Wohls 2417. 

K2D hate, in ppls. only: act. DD 
2:1 = ^KJD 27: 6; pass. 
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5: 2, 39: 6, Pogn B (cf. 
tN*D). 

KIT'D hatred: Lidz 4. 
spD Pa. gird ? : Pogn B. 

KnyD hair: 8: 3. 

KriS'D lip: Lidz 4. 
no stench: 'ID rvn, 16: 9. 

KJnD species of demons: 7: 11. 

KTVD destruction : 16: 6. 

KTTiD loosening: 16: 6. 

“ihD hide, protect: Nifal 25: 2. 
KfinnD pi. secret arts? Ellis 3. 

lay make: 12: 6 ; of a magical 
work 9: 2, 32: 3; Pa. use 
as a servant, Pogn B. 
anay servant: 34: 7. 

Knay magical practice: Schw 
F (for this and following 
terms, see p. 51). 
tony ditto : 32 : 3. 
anaiy ditto: 9: 1, etc., Pogn B, 
Lidz 4 &m:ny ; of the 
Jewish cult 29: 12. 

Knayp ditto : 34: 13, Ellis 3, Schw 
F, M, Stiibe 10. 

pay pass over, transgress: 32: 8; 
1 : 9, 7: 3, 6: 11 aap. 
nay, na'y across:#^ Try p 8: 

9 — nay 0 17: 10. 

Knia'y grain: Hyv. 
smaDKD passage: Pogn B. 
ahiV in 'ya, soon: Schw M. 
ny eternity, with D^iy: 2: 15. 

XTy time: pi. fcOTy 26: 5. 

Kjny ditto: 6: 6, Pogn B. 
any go away : 5 : 1 ; Af . 7 : 17 - 


ny unto: 4:4 = K»ny 19: 19; 
with inf. 6 KDiy 34: 11 ; 

P ny as long as, Hal. 

Npny lock of hair: Pogn B, Lidz 2. 

nny Pa. help: Schw I. 

ttbiy embryo: 39: 3, Pogn B. 

KDiy bird: 7: 14. 

ply be in distress: ppl. pi. xntsptf. 
Pogn B ; Af. press, , TPp , 'yK 
13: 3- 

ppy so Plyv in 1. 4; read pp'T. 
KnpK distress : Lidz 4. 
niy Pa. blind: pass. ppl. irnKD 
Pogn B, perh. in KniD Lidz 
4- 

(ty)KttK strength: 6: 11. 

Kpty strong : fern., epithet of 
Dilbat 28 : 5, of deity 38: 
7, of spirits and witches 
Pogn A, B. 
aw sheep: 40: 4, 14. 

K?y Etpa. persist: 34: 10. 
snany in 'yi •noin , Schw R. 
xnppy seal-ring : of the sorcerer : 
17: 12, Ellis 1, of Solo- 
mon 34: 8, of God 8: 11, 
ring of fire 15: 7. 
ntaiy ? 32 : 10 = 33 : 12. 

Kry eye, the evil eye: Knty'a 'y 5 : 4> 
Lidz 4, nyn py , Ellis 5 ; 
various possessors of the 
evil eye 30: 3 (see p. 89). 
NTDy temple: Pogn B; class of 
evil spirits, 38: 8, 40: 19, 
Pogn B, Lidz 4 (see p. 
72). 

by enter : pby'J 29 : 20 = p^yj 30 : 
10; ppl. p^K 38: 14- 
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b'by w. iby, out upon thee : 
Pogn B, no. 28, 1. I, =='. 
Heb. by nb’bn (so better 
than w. Schwally, xnbb\ 
fr. Ass. clelu lament. Or. 
Lit-Zeit. ii, 7 f.). 

(xby) by, Mand. bx unto, upon, to 
(freq. for b, cf. p’by and 
pnb, 8: 3, 9, and in gener- 
ally in M and. ) , passim ; 
"n abx , by Life! 40: 6, 
18, cf. 40: 5 ; w. suff., 2d 
fern., sing, ’trby Schw F, 
qby 36 : 3 ( xna’by ? Schw 
F) ; 3d pers. in ’by Schw 
F, ’niby Stiibe 32 ; 2d plur. 
113’Nby Pogn B ; 3d, T^bx, 
prpxbx , Lidz ia; Koby 
(upon him ? Schw G) 
until Pogn B, why Schw 
G ; alternating with nxby 
Pogn B, no. 28; lnxoby, 
how, why: Pogn B. 
b’yb above : 19 : 10. 
nb’y against: mb’y , against 
him, 37: 8, prmxby, Pogn 
B. 

N‘\S‘by superior, epithet of ce- 
lestial gods: Pogn B. 
ruby height: 'yi x’ddid Hal. 

Dby, dbiy eternity, in formulas : 
“M obiy ny 1: 15, cbyb 
3 *- 5. P»by qiDb Schw F. 

KK>by a kind of injury: Schw G 
(see p. 93). 

Dy, try with: 1: 13, 6: 3, 35: 6; 
'1 D’yi, and also (?) 1:3. 
K»y people: rrooy 13: 1, of 
tribes of angels. 


noy stand: 8: 14. 

Kpoiy depth : Pogn B. 

NYiDy Gomorrha: 2: 6. 

X&’Q'fc/ Uiy a herb used in magic : 
28: 3. 

xnpiy, 'X necklace charm or spirit: 

7: 11, 29: 7, Myhr 6; 

xnpjx, 16: 9, masc. plur. 
’pjx , 12:9 (see p. 88). 
xnay: dust: xnaxn, Wohls 2417; = 
Heb. may, Montg. 
xip’y magical knots, as class of 
demons: 34: 10 (see p. 
88 ). 

“ipy uproot : pTpy , Hal ; Pa. 8 : 15 ; 
Etpa. 9 : 6. 

xmpy barrenness, spirit of : 
11 : 3- 

(mpp) X’^pixL) scorpions : Pogn 
B, no. 27 (Noldeke). 

(my) xmy» west : Wohls 2422, 
Pogn B. 

(my) any sweet: Ellis 5, 

XDliy a kind of disease: Schw G 
(see p. 93). 

XDiy, 'X bed: 7: 17, Lidz 5, 
xb’Sny darkness: Pogn B ; plur. 
Montg. 

p"iy flee: pny’ 3 : 7, pn’jp 3: 1 1 ; 
impv. ip’Ty Ellis 1, piny 
Lidz 5 (cf. mp). 

n^y make: 9: 1, Schw Q, Wohls 
2422 (of magical prac- 
tice). 

my oppress : ppl. Xafcyy 34 : 9, of a 
class of demons, 
itry ten : 'y in , Ellis 3. 
xp’ny, 'n old: Pogn B. 
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'Haris image-spirits : 5 r 2, H3TIS, 2 : 
7 , 38: 8, Pogn B, Lidz 4,* 
Hpns Schw Q, pa^ns fem. 
pi. Ellis 3 (see p. 72). 
Krinans idolatry: 37: 6. 

(XKV)Nri'if filth: 'E 'D'D 18: 6. 


in Lidz 5, but see mp. 

Cip, Dinp, DTip before, in sing, and 
plur. : D“tpp, JTBfcnp, ->niDlp 
3 - 7 , 91 Syr. nznp 34: 7, 
pnnyrp, 36: 5, nimp 37: 
8; DHp JD 25: 2, D snip 
Pogn B. 



$ 3 * dip: Schw F (?). 

Nyav'K finger: Schw F. 
■WV mutter : S|iiviD, jseid ScE 
m* hind, with a spell : 6 : 6 


Dp, '»P ditto : 'Kph Ellis 1, nop }K 
from him, 13 : 2. 

nxoip pristine : 33 : 1 1 ; Adam Kad- 
mon 10: 3; of Mand. Life 
and Nebat, Pogn B. 

K'^pTip (?) tresses: Pogn B. 

mip holiness : Schw M. 

nnp holy, the Holy One: 
Schw I, 7: 15. 

NE^Hp ditto, particularly epithet 
of demons : 4 : 1, Pogn A. 

Dip arise, stand : ppl. act. pD’p 2 : 7, 
D'P 13: 8; jin'D'p Peil 
form, Wohls 2417 (of 
the resurrection) ; Pa. 29: 
10; Etpa. 16: 4, 8: 17, 
etc.; Af. p^pipND, Pogn 


Hlf draw, depict: ir: 9 =± Ellis 1. 

iUTiiif figure, on a seal: 15: 7. 
ms obey: TO f. impv. 8: 10. 

IDS stink: Pogn A. 

KS’S ray of light: 7: 5 plur. 
ms's glory: 12: 7. 
scourge: 1 : 10, Lidz 4. 
njis'y north: Wohls 2422. 
morning: 26: 5. 

xav cleave: NHXi* cloven (hoofs), 
Pogn B; Etpe. 6: n. 
saniY side: Schw G. 


NDlp stature, person 
Pogn B. 

p ditto: 2: 1, 19: 


Np emphatic part. 


N2p collect : 37 : 4. 
bp receive: 6: ii, 37: 7, Pogn I 
impv. ibp Ellis 1, ta# 
Lidz 5. 

«b ’P counter-charm : 6 : 2, 32 
8 (see p. 86). 

H'bipb against him : Schw E. 
Kiap, SOnip tomb: Wohls 242: 
Pogn B. 

KTiap ditto: Pogn B, no. 5. 


Dipo place : Schw M. 

XDip'D ditto: Hal (of cattle), 
bp, ba kill, of demons : 3 : 2, 4, 36 : 
4, etc; ttboKa Lidz 5 (cf. 
Glossary A). 

PDp bind, of magic: Schw I. 

tntD'p spell: 7: 13, 28: 5, Hy; 
KTp pi. wax figures: 39: 7. 

(b) «bp curse: 5: 
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«bp, K^Kp voice: 7, n, of the client 
13: 9, of the witches Lidz 
la ; K^pra the magical in- 
vocation, 16: 10 (see p. 

84). 

Kypp amulet: 2: 1, 10: 17, 29: 5, 
Ellis 5 (see p. 44). 

Klin p vault of heaven?: Pogn B 
(zodiac?, see Payne- 
Smith, col. .3650). 

KilDp = KBDp ? contortion : 34 : 10. 

K^Jp, ;, p possessions: 2: 5, 34: 3 
(the Mandaic use for 
“cattle” not assured, in 
34: 8 'p may mean small 
cattle). 

’03p person ( ?) : ’Dip 'T»n Schw I. 

(ip) Kin p cold : Pogn B. 

Kip call, name: 16: 5, 36: 4, np'b 
demons read the inscrip- 
tion, Ellis 5 (see § 3) ; 
Etpe. 3 : 2, Pogn B Knpo. 

KJinp magical invocation : 7 : 
11. 16 : 10, Pogn B, Eidz 
4 KnnpK (see p. 84). 

Knnp ditto : 35 : 4. 

KiK’lp ditto: Pogn B. 

Kip chance upon : 18: 10, Ellis 3. 

•’Ip mishap, pollution: Schw 
G, 1. 8 (so possibly, see p. 
92). 

nip approach : 6 : 10, etc. 

nip, nip near, neighbor: Ellis 
3, Hal, fern. «nnnp, Schw 
G. 

KnKip battle: Lidz ia. 

mp, Kip flee: 18: 9 = Kip Eidz 5 
(metathesis of ply). 


pp horn: Pogn B, Lidz 2; of a 
magical figure 12: 5, 

Kpllp link of a chain: Montg. 
Knapip head: 2:1. 

(t?p)wp old: 19: 9. 

'^P hard, painful: pi. "t^p 7 : 1 r , 
Wohls 2422. 

KD^p bow : 2 : 4. 


kb>ki, Kmi, WKi head: 19: 19, 
Pogn B, 4: 5. 

rpi^Kl beginning : Lidz 5 ; creation 
11 : 9, 18 : 12. 

21 great: 4: 4, etc.; fern. Tim ,4: 5 
/IK :JW, 38: 10, Wohls 
2417 'i ’DK grandmother, 
K-n K3i Pogn B ; ni, m title 
8: 8, etc. ; plur. pm Schw 
I, KiKmii Pogn B, 'mm 
masters 16: 8, so K'mn 
39: 7- 

Krai usury : Lidz 2. 

KUm (?) master: Hal. 

(ym) ymK four : 4: 1. K’niK Pogn 
B; pTiyniK the four of 
you, 8: 13. 

pyniK forty: Schw E. 

Kiuyai fourth, fern.: 6: 8. 

KHU wrath: 16: 3, 37: 8, 39: 7, 
Wohl 2422. 

K^i foot: 19: 19. 

KiJ 1 ^ ditto: 38: 12. 

K^’J ditto: Schw I. 

kiju ditto: 12: 8. 

b'Jn hobbled: 38: 10, 40: 21, 
Lidz 4. 

KD31 stone(?) : Pogn B, D'ii Lidz 
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sin shake ( ?) : Lidz 4. 
irri? 34: 5. 

rm, xnn Spirit, of man : snn 

Krooni Pogn B, plur. 
N'rm Lidz 1 a, Pogn A; 
gen. of evil spirits, 8: 16, 
etc., plur. nmn Schw F, 
Tin 16: 8, etc., as masc. 
30: 3, cf. Ellis 5 njn nn 
mpji i3T; xn^'!? n 30: 3, 
no "1 16: 9 (see p. 

74)- 

Knn perfume: Pogn B. 

(on) Cn, DXi high: 14: 4, Pogn 
B. 

xntn, xnnxn height : plur 9 : 6, 

34: 5- 

XD»1"v ditto: Schw G. 
x»n» ditto : 32 8, x»1X“iDPogn 
B. 

xn, XTX“i mystery, of magical 
rites: 6: 11, 7: 13, 28: 3, 
37: 4, etc. (and see p. 
85). 

I’iOm name of a place or sanctu- 
ary: 19: 10. 

Dm Pa. have compassion : 13 : 4; 
D'onrpn ( ?) Schw L; ppl. 
Dm loving Schw I. 

'Dm love of God : 3 : 1, 1 1 : 2, 
Schw E. 

xn»m love: n Ti love rites, 
28: 3. 

Dim name of a place or sanctuary: 
19: 11. 

pm be far : ppls. xpm Schw G, p'm 
Hal ; Pa. 14: 2 Lidz 4; 
Etpe. 8: 37, Lidz 4 

pxnxnnj?. 


xyn crop ? : Hyv. 

113*1 chariot: 8: 13. 

xni3“i» ditto : 14: 2, 25: 2, 
Pogn B. 

XD*i cast down: 9: 1, }D"i act. ppl, 
6: 4, '»*i pass. 7: 17; 

Etpe. limn 14: 7. 

xrcm (the divine) beck: 19: 8. 
xtXDi one endowed with the 
evil eye ?: Pogn B. 

Dm trample: 1 : 10. 

NDDn reptiles: 7: 14. 

fm prick, bruise: 18: 6. 

NC’Di evening : 26 : 5. 

Dinnon name of a place or sanctu- 
ary : 19: 12. 

jn evil: Ellis 5. 

xmj?“i will, pleasure: 12: 6. 

*1D") encamp: 2: 7 (but cf. 27: 11). 
x*idid camp: 2: 7, 27: ii. 

J?a“i lift, remove (Noldeke eft. 
Arab.) : pyai'n, Hyv (who 
supposes ssn) . 

xp'l Xpn “le crachet a ete cradle” ? : 
Pogn B. 

x*ip“i dance, of angels: 12: 8. 

xy'P*i firmament : 8 : 9, Stiibe 61; 
Mand. xn'p“i , X'ypn, pi. the 
seven X'nypn, Pogn B. 

Nnicn authority: Stiibe 61 ; men in 
center of bowl No. 20. 

Dicn signing, of a name: XDD> '*), 
Schw I. . 

W Heb. relative : ttvw, um, Schw 
M; magical element, see 
p. 60. 

W ask: n^XD> 4: 6. 
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^iKS' hell : blKS' SGS> seventh hell ? 6 : 
12. 

at? burn: 33TWM 28: 1. 

NTS’ class of amulet-spirits: 15: 6 
(see p. 88). 

(m^) Knnsin praise: 29: 12. 
kegs’, Kims' plague, plur. class of 
demons: 12: 4, 10, 15: 6, 
35: 3. Hyv (see p. 92). 
v&i ns> road: 5: 4. 
yns> Af. adjure, in exorcism: rv’jDS’K 
pmSy 1 : 8, 3:3; Mand. 
DGS'K, I adjure, 40: 5, 
Pogn B (assigned wrong- 
ly by him to Kns*). 
pas', Kyms', n jins', njas' seven: 
6: 7, 19: 4, 4: 4? etc.; 
Mand. KGKS', Jims', Pogn 
B. 

p jins' seventy: 7: 17 of angels, 
Hyv of spells. 

Kojins' oath : Schw I. 

KrV’ynS' seventh, f em. : 6 : 8. 
pas' dismiss, divorce: np’GE' 17: 2, 
32 : 9, 40 : 22 nV’p'MP I 
have divorced her; Pa. 
Pogn B. 

pints' divorcement : 8: 13, plur. 
9: 5* 

“ins' Pa. break: Schw G. 

Kims' “nid” ? : Schw F. 
fins' cease : pirns' Schw E, pit , rv , ns' 
Wohls 2426. 

Kfinms' residence?: Schw X. 
“US’ Etpe. dissolve like water: 2: 

11 ; burn, 28: T. 

SMS' Pa. disturb : 1 : 11. 

HSUS', KSUIS' commotion: Pogn 
B. 


Sins' disturbing : 24: 4. 

KT’E' plur. demons: 2: 7, 7: 14, 
Pogn B, etc.; PETS'? 
(read poms'?) Schw G, 
etc. (see p. 73). 

KnUTS' she-demon : 7: 14. 
ms' throw down: Pogn B, so 'IS' in 
Stube 50? 

“ins' Pa. send: 36: 3, Pogn B (also 
Peil forms). 

Knns’ a form of magic (see p. 

86 ). 

KniS'D sender: Pogn B. 

HIS' be equal: in ppl. O TS'K, like; 

Pa. set: 37: II, Pogn B. 
fiKlTiS' lust: 28: 4. 

(mis') STS' eye-tumor : 34: 10. 
fils’ crawl, of witches: Pogn B; 
rub( ?) ib. 

“US' leap forth: ppl. T&> 19: 14. 

xikis' leaper, ephialtes: Pogn 
A (see p. 82). 

HUS' wall: 4: 6, 34: 4. 

SIS' Pa. overthrow: inf. K'SIKS', 
Pogn B. 

mrm bribe: Pogn B, Lidz 4. 

.Tins' worship : 8: 14. 
ins' burn, with love : |nwb 28: 1, 
Knmns> consumption : Schw G (see 
P- 93)- 

D'pns' the ether : 29: 11. 

Kims' slumber : 7: 16, 8: 11. 

Kims' black, of a kind of demons : 

Schw G (see p. 80). 
inns' emancipate : demons who are 
not pnnns'D Schw I ; unis’U 
Schw R. 

kts> song, charm : 32: 9, 33: 4. 
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lie: sexually of demons, i : 13, 
11:8; Af. set down 34 : 5. 
lay a ghost 16: 11; lay a 
spell 34: 5- 

X333” i d (rpn) bedchamber : 7 : 7. 
8: 5, 19: 3. 
nm find : Etpe. 8 : 7. 

haunter, species of demon, 
so Noldeke to Hyy , ZKF 
ii 296, perhaps better read 
pDaiB'. 

NTO'SC? Shekina: 14: 3, t$nio:>E> 
wren Pogn B. 

KJWO abode, of demons : Ellis 
3 (Halevy, nti>D). 

XPJiatj'to dwelling: 34: 2. 
foetus: Pogn B, Eidz ib 
(Noldeke, exortion). 
Nnztin^ flame: 14: 7. 

HV send, send away: 8: 3, Hofal 
8: 13; Mand. W, Etpe. 
ahmy, p^nn^, Af. 
inf. Pogn B. 

mxbwti sender: Pogn B. 
rule: pts^n 6: 10, Peil prm^t? 
Stiibe 51. 

ruler : 11 ; 5, 19: 12, 17, 
Eidz 4. 

send forth: Schw F. 

Af. deliver : Liclz 4. 

peace: 13: 12, 37: 10, 
“I^N # Wohls 2417. 

initiatory , rites, in 
magic: 12: 9, 16: 10, 35: 
4, Hal, Schw E, M, Stiibe 
2; twiabsy Pogn B (see p. 

85 ). 

xn'lbw ghost, or demon : 8 : 2, 8, 12, 

17:4- 


ErtKb am name, passim : plur. 

9: 6, pnw 14: 6, fnot? 
Ellis 3, kiude' 

Schw G. Nnnoit^ 16: 8; 
Mand. NDIO' 38: 7, plur. 
P'KD’B' 40 : 1 ; Difc’3 , in the 
name of (deity, angel, 
sorcerer, or the charm- 
words following, e. g. 6 : 
7), passim; 11. b.rvwb 28: 

I, 95; of 

whatever name 1 : 13. 

KD5? lay waste? : nDW* Schw I. 
wm> heaven : 9 : 6, 11: 2 (= God), 
etc.; ''Dm Schw I, wnm 
S.chw Q, KW Pogn B. 
vm hear: 8: 10, pyby ym 8 : 3: 
Mand. nw I heard Eidz 
ia — 'XW Pogn B, 'HD)® 
irnpv. ib., Etpe. pbnTO, 
ib., Pa. inf. p3W>s^ 8: 7. 
nbty guard, keep : 5 : 3. 

BW Pa. serve : Stiibe 60. 

mm sun : 28: 3, ^^30: 2 
(cf. Glossary A). 
nm Pa. ban : Hal, Eidz 4, xnn»^» 
epithet of lilith 34: 13, 
35 : * E Etpa. Wohls 2426. 
NPDty ban: 8: 6; plur. jNnDS? 

Schw I, mr\m> Stiibe 12. 
Pa. change one’s place : 36: 2; 
bewilder, make mad: 7: 
16. 

NriE> year: 6: 5, plur. m 6: 6 
(see also ^n^n). : ■■ 
(ayw)Kr\yw hour: 4: 5 'nm 26: 

5 - 

Nniyt^ mocking mischief of de- 
mons: Schw G, cf. pmyty, 
Ellis 3 (see § 3). 
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'Nnnn inferior : Pogn B, see to 

KlDinn. 

(‘in) K 3 in loss, damage : 34 : 7 (see 
P-94). 

Kn^3n abortion: 11 : 4, 
bn hang( ?) : nbW Schw F. 
n^n three: nK^n Pogn B, K»n^n 300 
38: 5; pavi^n, pawbh 17: 
4, 8: 3. 

wwbn third, fem. : 6: 8. 

|»n there: 14: 7, 19: 14. 

Din seemn. 

N'JOn eight : 8 spirits, seals, 19: 4, 
Schw E, F, Pogn B. 


UDn 80: 19: 9, w. suff. |!ONDn 
Lidz 4. 

*OUn monster, of Leviathan : 2 : 4, 

6 . 

Ipn Pa. make fast: 19: 10, 29: 11. 

W mighty, epithet of magical 
arts : Hal, Hyv ; of deities, 
etc., 34: 9, 40: 19; of the 
sorcerer 34: 2. 

pn two: 4: 4, Pogn B; pnnnn 
two of them , 34 ; 4. 

Khuum second: fem. : 6: 8. 

pn Pa. divorce: 17: 3. 

N3VT i n divorcement: 26: 6. 

(Npn) KTn gate: Pogn B. 


PRONOMINAL FORMS 


1st per. K2K : 2 : i, 5, 4:6, etc.; kjk: 

11: 1, Pogn B; UK: 14: 1. 

1st pers. pi. KJnjK • i : ^ 

2d per. f. uuk; 26: 3, 8: 8, 15 (or 
plur.? q. v.), 38: 4. 

2d pers. pi. m. and fem. pnJK : 19: 
J 3 ; miK : Schw F; pnK: 4:7; 
PniK : 8: 8; uuk: 8: 8 17* 
3(?). 

3d pers. (also demonstrative) : Kin 
8: 7, etc., 32: 4; in: 39: 8; as 
copula Kin Kin: g : i, 32: 3; 
^inn Schw F; K^n : Ellis 3. 

3d pers. pi. )i yn : Pogn B ; pnjn: 32 : 
7 , 33: 7; J13K: 13: 4, 35 : 

6; ju-n : Schw I, Pogn B; ),n 
Schw Q. 

Demonstrative, masc. pn: 8: 16, 
10 : 1, Ellis 5, Hal ; pn : 3 : 5, 


7: 16, Stiibe 43 (these forms in 
stereotyped phrases, cf. K3n(a) 
16: 8) ; pnn : 3: 6, pKnn 28: 
4j r»«n: Pogn A; Kin (Syr.) 
31: 1, 2; K3Kn : Schw F; 
*1 (?): 18: 5 - 

Demonstrative fem. Knn : 1 : 4, 35 : 
6, KtKn Lidz 5. 

Demonstrative pi. pbn : 6 : 7, 10: 3, 
31 * 5 , 35 : 9/36: 5, Pogn B; 
P^K; Hal 2; nb'K, 'b'K, n^K: 
25 : 2, 5. 

Indefinite (n)p; 2: 2, |KU 27: 5, . 
Pogn B ; ko, in K»n, kco, KDny, 
inKO^j?(see these prepositions). 
'n’K those who( ?) : Wohls 2414. 

5: 2, ditto, 2: 3, 12: 
10, 29 : 8, DhB Ellis 5. 





Babelon, E. 18 

Babylonian magic 42 f., 47, 55 f., 
58, 59, 62, 64, 69, 73, 82, 85, 
87, 91, 109 f., 152, 187 
Bagdana 171, 198 


GENERAL INDEX 


Abraxas 57, 99, 151 
Abatur 71, 96, 261 
Adam 166 
Aeon 198 

amulets as objects of exorcism 87 

angel of death 79 

angels 

— charm words 86 
evil 79 

= gods 79, 97, 99, 241 
invocation of 57 f. 
mystical names of 97, 197, 208 
Arabisms 24, 85, 102, 105 
Arabic magic and demonology 44, 
80, 187 

archangels, Michael, etc. 96. 

ardat lili 76 

armament, magical 137 

Armasa 99, 123 

ascent of the soul 227 f . 

assonance, magical 61, 185 f. 

Asshur 21 

Athbash 60, 184 

attestation to magical texts 48 


barbarous words 59 
baskanta 68, 78 
Bel 239 

beasts exorcised 44 f. 

Berlin Museum 19 f,, 21 
beth-el 72 

Bibliotheque Nationale 18, 19, 21 
binding in magic 52, 85 
black arts 84 
blanket formulas 82, 120 
blast spirits 80 
Borsippa, 21 
bowls and bowl magic 
age of 14, 102 f., 1 16 
Arabic 14, 21, 44 
description of 13 f. 
forged 14 

origin 50, 57 f., 68, 100, 106 f., 
1 16 

praxis, 40 f 51, 53, 162 
Mandaic 15, 20, 21, 30, 37 f. 
244 f. 

as objects of exorcism 88 
paleography of 27 f. 
provenance of 14, 16, 43 
Syriac 15, 16, 2r, 32 f., 223 f. 
brass in magic 137, 187 
British Museum 13, 16, 17, 18, 23 
( 309 ) 
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Casanowicz, I. M. 21 
cattle in magic 49 f„ 234, 242, 246, 
253 i- 

Charles, B. B. 44 

charms, etc 86 f. 

children in magic, s. women 

Christian magic and demonology 

67, 90 f., 99, 107, 1 15 (s- New 

Testament) 

Christian names 5° 

Chwolson, M. 17* 18, 27 
circle in magic 42, 88, 152, 250 
Constantinople Museum 13, 15, 21 
Constellations, zodiacal 135 f. 
countermagic 53, 83, 137 
cultus 51 

curses, magical 84 

dastabira (Persian) 228, 52 
date of bowls, s. bowls 
David 184 

Day of Judgment 135, 235 
demonology in New Testament 78, 
91 f. 

demons and demonology 
= shedin 73 
= depotentized gods 70 
divorce of 158 f. 

— ghosts 75 
good 76, 151 
haunts of, s. haunts 
= idols 72 

insanity caused by 153 
king of 74 
legions of 80 
metamorphosis of 153 


murderous 238 f., 240, 261 
names of 68, 77, 81, 158, 17B 
262 

number of 71 
threatening of 131 
devils ( deivin ) 73 f. 

Dilbat 217 
diseases 

as objects of exorcism 89 f., 1 7B 
189, 205, 219, 234, 235 
female 94 
s. eye, fevers, skin 
divorce, magical 158 f., 172 
dreams 82, 206 

duplicate texts 42, 145 f., 167 f., 
203 f. 

eclectic magic 58, 64, 106 f., 115 
Egyptian magic 53 f., 55, 58, 59, 
62, 64, 91, 114 
ekiirru 72 
El-shaddai 191 
Elija 239 f. 

Ellis, T. 16, 18, 23 f. 

Ellis, W. T. 21 
cmpusa 78 
enmity exorcised 87 
Enoch 124, 134 
epcsu 51 
ephialtes? 80,82 
epic in magic 62, 65 
evil eye 88, 89, 222, 257 
evil angels 79 
evil spirits 74 

excommunication in magic 53 
exorcism 51 f., 55, 68 f., 83 f,, 89 f. 
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(s. amulets, bowls, diseases, 
enmity, poverty, sin) 
exorcists 46 f., 233 
eye diseases 93 

facere 51 

familiar (spirit) 142 

fevers 93, 171, 205 

figures, use of in magic 53 f. 

fire in hell 131 

fire in magic 122, 187, 235 

formulas, 61, 85, 185 f., 199 

Fraenkel, S. 20 

Gabriel 96 f., 234 
gallu 262 

garment, magical 123 
gello 68, 78, 262 
gematria 61, 261 

ghosts 43, 72, 75, 82 f., 157, 201, 
207, 251 
ghul 81, 157 
Gnostic terms 1 51 
God, gods 56 f. 

gods depotentized 70 
Gottheil, R. 20, 258 
graveyard magic 43 f. 

Greek magic 43 f., 53, 55 f., 5 8 > 59> 
61, 62, 64, 69, 82, 85, 87, 91, 
107, hi, 1 13' 197' 2I 4 
Greek names 5° 

Griinbaum, M. 19 
Gula (goddess) 129 
gylo 262 

hair in magic 153 
Halleluia 63, 202 


Harran 10 1, 123, 239 
Halevy, J. 17, 18 
haunts of demons 76 f. 
in deserts 78 
in house 76, 143 
in shrines 71 
heart in magic 216 
Hecate 58 f. 
hell, 13 1, 144 
herbs, magical 182, 216 
Hermes 99, 113, 123 f., 150, 208 
Iiermon 126 
Hillah 16, 17, 21 
Hilprecht, H. V. 41 
house magic 42 f., 49 f., 177 
hy dromancy 40 f. 

Hyvernat, H. 19, 21, 41 

idols as demons 72 
incantations 51, 52, 56, 139 
in cu bi and succnbae 78, 82 
insanity caused by devils 153 
invocation 

of gods, angels, etc. 57, 95 f., 
197 

in black magic 84 
iron in magic 53, 122 
Ishtar 70, 245 
istarati 71 - 

Jackson, A. V. W. 22 
Jesus Christ 227 

Jewish magic 50, 106 f., 108, 112, 
149 ■ 

jinn 80, 105, 157 

Joshua (Jesus) b. Perahia 226 f., 
46, 159, 161, 225 
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kabbalism 65, 114 
Khuabir 20 
king of demons 74 
King, L. W. 21 
kiru 250 

knots, magical 88 


labartu 68 
lamia 78, 81 
Layard, W. 16 
lead in magic 187, 249 
legions of demons 80, 179, 244 
letters, magical, 59, 163 
Leviathan 125 
Levy, M. A. 17, 27 
Lidzbarski, M. 20 
lilith 68, 75 f., no, 1 17 f., 156 f., 
158, 209 f., 235, 245, 259 f. (s. 
witch) 

Logos 123 f. 

losses exorcised 94 

love charms 178 f. 

love of God in magic 129 

love magic 44, 178 f., 213 f., 238 

Louvre 18, 19, 20, 21 

Lycklama museum 19, 21 

magic 

assonance and rhyme in 61, 

185 f. 

clients of 49 f. 
epic in 62 
figures in 53 f. 
fire in 122, 187, 235 
Great Name in 131 
invocation as form of 84 


rites of 52, 85, 216 
personality in 48, 66, 112 
praxis of 51 f. 
propitious days for 55 f. 
reciprocal 47 
and religion 57, 65, in 
Scripture quotations in 62 f. 
sealing in 53, 130, 191 
s. Arabic, Babylonian, Christian, 
Egyptian, Greek, Jewish, New 
Testament, Persian 
mamit 52, 84 

Mandaic religion 39, 71, 96, 239 
texts 20, 21, 37 f., 244 f. 
Manichean script 34 
Markaug, B. 19 
marriage charm, 238 f. 

Mazzikin 75 
Metatron 98, 113, 208 
Michael 96 f., 98 
Moon 222, 239 
Montgomery, J. A. 21 
Moses 47, 107, 233 
murderous demons, s. demons 
museums, s. Berlin, British, Con- 
stantinople, Lycklama, Penn- 
sylvania, Washington, Win- 
terthur 

mustalu 152 . 

Myhrman, D. 20, 145 
myrtle 181 

mystery rites in magic 52, 85, 243 
mystical words and meanings 59 f ., 
176 

mythical and apocryphal allusions 
64 
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names 

personal 49 f. 
of demons 59, 261 
of gods, angels 56 f., 58 f. 
as charms 85 f., m 
Nannai 240 

necklaces as charms 87 f., 186 f. 
New Testament magic 75, 78, 
91 f., 107 

Nippur 13, 16, 21, 103, 1 13, 129 
Nirig = Nergal 171, 239 
Noah 166 

Noldeke, T. 19, 20, no 

Okeanos 200 
orthoepy 617222 

Pahlavi 14, 20, 22 
Palestinian dialect 29, 131 
parakku, pairika, 73 
patkara 72 

Pennsylvania, University of 13 
20 

Persian magic and demonology 55? 
70, 1 16 

personification in magic 58, 89 f., 
94 f., 99, in 
Peters, J. P. 13 
planets as evil spirits 71, 135 
Pognon, H. 20, 41 
poisoning exorcised 84, 153 
poverty exorcised 94 
praeparatum 182 

praxis of bowl magic, s. bowl 
magic 

punctuation 29, 32 


Rabbinic texts 27 f., 117 f. 
Randall-Maclver, D. 13 
Ranke, H. 21 
Raphael 96 f., 234 
rhyme 61, 185 f. 
resurrection, charm for 160 
reversal of charm 63 
Rodwell, J. M. 17, 18, 24 
rubric for magical rite 175? I & 2 

Samhiza 198, 271 
sappu 88 
Satan, Satans 79 
satyrs 80, 140 
Schwab, M. 18, 24 f. 

Scripture quotations 62 f., 109 

sea, spell of 125 

sealing 53, 64, 130, 191 

Sebaoth 149, 151, 164 

sedu 73, 1 10 

Selah 63 

Seth 166 

seven in magic 75, 79, 139 
Seven spirits 79 
Shema 62 f., 209 
sibilants in magic 60, 220 
si'lat 157 

simulacrum in magic 176, 216, 250 

sin exorcised 86, 1 1 1 

siptu 51, 109 

sixty as sacred number 71 

skin diseases 93 

skull in magic 21, 256 f, 

sleep exposed to magic 143, 153 

Solomon 53, 64, 80, 173 

sons of light 119 
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sorcerers, evil 83, 250 
spirits 

evil ( ruhin ) 74 f. 
familiar 142 
seducing 80 
Stiibe, R, 19 
Sulzberger, M. 44 
Sun 222, 239 
syllables, magical 60 
Syriac texts 16, 21, 32 f., 223 f. 

tabi'u 142 

Talmud, magic and demonology in 
40 f., 43, 46, 49, 61-64, 71, 
77, 85 f., 108, 1 19 f., 139, 143, 
173, 189, 214, 219, 257 
threatening of demons 131 
three hundred and sixty 71 
tin in magic 249 
Tonks, O. S. 22 


‘iimra 51 

utukki 54, 68, 73, 75, no 
vampire 81, 157 
vows, magical 84 

Washington National Mseuum 21 
water in magic 235 
wax in magic 250 
Winterthur Museum 19 
witches, witchcraft 78, 235, 261 f. 
Wohlstein, J. 19, 25 
women and children, objects of 
charms 49, 77, 238, 240, 249, 
259 f. 

words, magical 51, 57 (s. incanta- 
tions) 

Yhvh 56, 60, 150, 210, 224 

zakiku 80 

Zeus 200 

Zimmern, H. no 

zodiacal constellations 135 f. 
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opKOi 84 

itapefipoq 14 ; 


ft aotlebg 176 
6 ai/xovec, Saipbviaaai 74 
Selva 261 
Siaftolm 80 
elfiulav 72 


nara; 


rrpaypa , wpagic cjj 


tr;/«a 73 
arpayyaXt 


etc to bvopa 21 5 
ennfo/ffta 79 
eirkfo/acc 52 , 84 
s'lruSat 62 

k(j>ia?~ 7 ic go, 82 


au&iv, auTi/pia, aurr/p 

Taxi) 60, l8l, 184 

r&eio/, 86 
relerf) 8l, 85 £. 
ftappaKOKoua 84 
Qv/.anTT/piov 44 


XpeZai 51 


mrexopevog, mroxac 79 








Prefatory Note 

The concave spherical surface on which the bowl texts are inscribed 
precluded their reproduction by photography. At the best only a half of the 
text can be obtained satisfactorily by the camera, as the pair of photographs 
at the end of the Plates will show. Accordingly the texts had to be copied 
by hand. 

Soon after the bowls came to the Museum, Professor Jastrow, of the 
University, and Professor Gottheil, of Columbia, undertook their publica- 
tion. They secured the services of Mr. Horace Frank, Architect, for auto- 
graphing the plates, a considerable sum of money being raised to meet this 
expense. Subsequently Drs. Jastrow and Gottheil gave up their plan of 
publication, and when Professor Hilprecht, then Curator, put the bowls into 
my hands, I fell heir to Mr. Frank’s labors. I found he had prepared about 
75 plates, but of these I have been able to use only 23, covering my Numbers 
2, 3, 4, 6, 8, 9, 16, 17, 24, 28, 31, 36, 37, 38, 40. His other plates were 
copies of broken and mutilated bowls which were not worth publishing (see 
Introduction, § 1 ) . It appears also that not all the good texts were placed 
in his hands, or else that he did not complete them all. 

There is only one drawback in Mr. Frank’s excellent reproductions, 
one which however does not impair their accuracy. Working without much 
direction and knowing nothing of the language, he often broke a word at 
the end of the line and carried it over to the next. I have seen no reason to 
repair this technical error in his copies, but have guarded against it in the 
work of the later copyists. 

There thus remained of the texts which came to be included in this 
publication twenty-five which still required autographing. Shrinking from 
this tedious mechanical labor, especially after an expert hand had preceded 
me, I was very glad to avail myself of the kind cooperation of Professor 
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Gordon, Director of the Museum, who offered me the expert services of his 
staff. Consequently, under my direction, the remaining copies were 
prepared by Mr. William C. Orchard (Nos. i, 5, 7, 10-15, l 9> 21-23, 25, 
27, 2Q, 32. 34, 35), and by Miss M. Louise Baker (Nos. 20, 26, 30, 33, 


The style of Mr. Frank’s copies conditioned those for which I am 
responsible. He had abandoned the spiral arrangement of the originals and 
made his reproductions in straight lines. This method may be faulted as 
not giving the exact form of the original, but this demerit is small as com- 
pared with the advantage to the scholar of having the whole text lying 
before him at one glance without his being under the necessity of turning 
a bulky volume around and around to follow the spiral career of the text. 
I was therefore quite satisfied to retain this method of reproduction. 

It may be remarked that all my decipherment was made entirely from 
the originals ; only after my own work was finished did I compare Mr. 
Frank’s copies. In a few cases I was able to improve his facsimiles, in 
several cases his copies, which were made when the texts were fresher and 
more legible (they have manifestly faded under exposure to light), have 
helped me correct or enlarge my readings. The other copyists also worked 
independently, and then we compared our respective results. The coopera- 
tion of others, expert copyists, with the author has thus tended to a full 
control of the accuracy of the facsimiles and transliterations. 

I have finally to speak in the highest terms of the artistic and pains- 
taking labors of these two gentleman and Miss Baker, whose assistance has 
afforded me so great relief. 


CATALOGUE 



TEXT PLATE CATALOGUE SIZE 

NUMBER in centimetre*, 
height by diameter 


DESCRIPTION 


Broken and mended, with two 
holes. Written inside and out in 
large coarse script, .5 cm. average 
height, rude spiral design in center. 

Broken and mended. Fair, 
large characters. .4 cm. in height. 
In center two large figures, one in 
reverse position to other; one of 
which appears to be making a sign 
with his hand (as against the evil 
eye?), probably the sorcerer, the 
other with feet hobbled, the de- 
mon. 


Broken and mended, with a 
segment 6 -H 12 cm. missing. Flat 
boss. The rim of the bowl has a 
double edge. Fair characters, 
.3 cm. high. In the center figure of 
a demon, armed with helmet and a 
sabre and spear in either hand, and 
his feet manacled. 

Broken and mended, small seg- 
ment missing. Characters .4 cm. 
high. In the center figure of the 
sorcerer waving a magic bough. 
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TEXT PLATE CATALOGUE SIZE 

NUMBER in centimetres, 
height by diameter 

5 6 2952 7+18 


6 7 2916 6 + 15.8 


7 8 16007 5-6+15*7 


8 8-9 9013 8.5 + 16.6 


9 10 9010 6+17.7 


10 11 16014 6.9+14.2 


11 12 16022 6.3 + 16. 1 


DESCRIPTION 

Slightly broken and mended, 
with small fragment missing. 
Characters .4 cm. high. In center 
rude figure of a demon with four 
arms and one leg. 

Perfect bowl but for a fracture 
which does not touch the text. 
Small circle in center. Characters 
.3 cm. high, rather crabbed. 

Broken and mended, with a 
square fragment of text missing. 
Fine, clear characters, .2 cm. high. 
In center circle with cross. 

Broken and mended, with two 
small fragments missing. Charac- 
ters .2 cm. high. In center obscene 
picture of a lilith with hands and 
feet bound. 

Perfect bowl. Characters much 
obliterated, .4 cm. high. Circle in 
center. On exterior four short 
lines in Hebrew. 

Broken and mended with seg- 
ment missing. Characters .4 cm. 
high. In center monstrous figure 
with owl-like head and apparently 
several breasts, presumably a lilith. 

Broken and mended, with three 
fragments of the text missing. 
Characters carelessly written, .3 cr 
.4 cm. high. In center rude design, 
probably of a lilith. 
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TEXT PLATE CATALOGUE SIZE 

NUMBER in centimetres, 
height by diameter 

12 13 9009 7.2 + 177 


13 14 8694 7 + 16.2 


14 15 16017 6.8+18.7 


15 16 16087 7-3 + 1 7- 2 


16 17 2920 6.8+16.3 


17 18 2922 7+15.7 


18 19 8695 7.2 + 16.1 


DESCRIPTION 

Perfect bowl. Characters .4 cm. 
high, coarse but distinctly formed. 
In center a demon, with beastlike 
face and arms and feet bound. 
Endorsement on exterior. 

Broken and mended, with small 
piece missing. Coarse, clumsy 
characters, .6 cm. high. In the 
center a clumsy figure of a demon 
with caterpillar-like arms. Text 
continued on the exterior for 6 
lines... 

Broken; and mended, with miss- 
ing segment. Characters .4 cm. 
high, in a good hand. In center a 
lilith with hands and feet manacled. 

Broken and mended. Characters 
.4 cm. high. In center figure of a 
serpent with its tail in its mouth. 

Broken and mended. Characters 
coarse, .3 cm, high. Rough circle 
in center. 

Broken and mended, with a seg- 
ment missing. Characters coarse, 
.4 cm. high. In the center the cir- 
cle and cross, formed in a peculiar 
way. ; ■■ 

Broken and mended, with frag- 
ment of about 5 cm. square miss- 
ing. Coarse characters, .4 cm. 
high. In center rude and faded 
design — of a demon? 
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DESCRIPTION 


TEXT PLATE CATALOGUE SIZE 

NUMBER in centimetres, 
height by diameter 

19 20 6.64-17.6 


20 21 16023 74-17 


21 22 16054 6.5 4- 17 


22 22-23 16006 6.5 4- l6 


23 22 16090 7 4- 17.2 


24 23 2926 74-16.8 


Broken and mended. Characters 
crabbed and obscure, closely writ- 
ten, .3 cm. high. Circle and cross 
in center. 

Broken and mended, fragment 
missing. Large, coarse characters, 
.6 cm. high. Large figure of a de- 
mon manacled, with a circle in his 
breast bisected by two lines. For 
the magical words accompanying 
see commentary. 

Broken and mended, with two 
fragments missing, a small one in 
the text. Script large, .8 cm. high, 
and rude. In center a rectangular 
figure divided into three squares, 
in one of those at the end two large 
markings like letters. 

Broken and mended, with two 
fragments missing. From the 
same hand as No. 21 and with the 
same design, the markings in the 
square suggesting a face. 

Broken and mended. From the 
same hand as Nos. 21, 22, and with 
similar design. 

Broken and mended, small f rag- 
ment missing. Coarse script, .7 
cm. high. In the center a figure of 
rude concentric circles with radial 
lines. : 
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DESCRIPTION 


TEXT PLATE CATALOGUE SIZE 

NUMBER in centimetre*, 
height by diameter 


Broken and mended, with four 
fragments missing. Coarse script, 
.5 cm. high. 

Broken and mended. Script 
.4 cm. high. In the center a rough 
circle bisected by two lines, in each 
segment a magical word. 

Broken and mended with two 
considerable fragments missing. 
Script fine and fair, .2 cm. high. 
In the center a circle with cross. 


Broken and mended, four frag- 
ments missing, the text much 
blurred or obliterated. A fair 
script, .3 cm. high. 

Broken and mended, one frag- 
ment missing. Bold and well 
formed characters .5 cm. high. 

Broken and mended, small frag- 
ment missing. Script .3 to .4 cm. 
high. In center rude figure of a 
lilith with tresses flying and hands 
and feet bound. 


Perfect. Syriac script, .3 cm. 
high. In center a circle divided 
into four squares each with a cross 
in it. 

Broken and mended, one large 
and one small fragment missing. 
Same script and design as in No. 
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TEXT 

PLATE 

CATALOGUE 

NUMBER 

SIZE 

in centimetre*, 
height by diameter 

DESCRIPTION 

33 

29 

I6019 

6.2+15.5 

Broken and mended, with two 
considerable fragments missing. In 
center cross with circle. 

34 

30 

9012 

7.5 + 17.5 

Broken and mended. Design as 
in Nos. 31, 32. 

35 

31 

16097 

6.5 + l6.I 

Broken and mended, two small 
fragments missing. Design as in 
No. 33. 

36 

32 

2933 

6.3 + 154 

Broken and mended, with about 
half of the two lines on the margin 
missing. 

37 

33 

2943 

6.5 + 1 7 

Broken and frequently repaired, 


38 34 2941 7+17 


39 35 9005 6.8+17.2 


40 36-38 2972 7.3 + 17.2 


much of the margin missing and a 
large part of the text obliterated. 
The script the smallest in the 
Syriac bowls, .2 to .3 cm. high. In 
the center circle and cross, each 
segment containing presumably 
letters of the Tetragrammaton. 

Broken and mended, with sever- 
al small holes. Mandaic script 
average character about .2 cm. 
high. Small circle in center. A 
brief phrase written radially near 
the margin on the exterior. 

Broken and mended, some frag- 
ments missing. Script larger and 
coarser than in No. 38, .3 cm. high. 

Broken and mended, some large 
lacunae. Script as in No. 39. The 
text covers also most of the ex- 
terior. Circles in the center. 
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PLATE II. 
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PLATE III. 
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PLATE XII. 
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